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WASHINGTON: Hillary Clinton yesterday sought
to build on her widely praised debate perform-
ance by making a direct appeal to younger vot-
ers whose enthusiasm drove Bernie Sanders’
unlikely campaign.

Clinton was joining Sanders on the campaign
trail for the first time since they held a “unity” ral-
ly in July in an attempt to unify the Democratic
Party.  Since then, Clinton has continued strug-
gling to win over young Americans who formed
a critical pillar of the coalition that twice elected
President Barack Obama.

The setting for the latest display of unity
between Clinton and her primary rival - New
Hampshire - was indicative of the areas where
Clinton’s campaign believes she still has the most
work to do. Sanders, from neighboring Vermont,
resoundingly defeated Clinton in the February
primary in New Hampshire, a battleground state
in the November election.

Concerned that his supporters have yet to
embrace Clinton’s campaign, Obama said he’s
frustrated that people “just do not give her cred-
it.” He suggested one reason was because she’s a
woman and the US has never had a female presi-
dent. In a radio interview airing Wednesday with
host Steve Harvey, Obama implored his support-
ers to make sure they’re registered and to vote
for Clinton. “My legacy’s on the ballot,” Obama
said. “All the work we’ve done over the last eight
years is on the ballot.”

Trump on the defense
A day after Donald Trump appeared defensive

over his debate performance, the Republican
was working to flip the script. He’s claiming the
debate was a success for him too, with his cam-
paign saying it had raised about $18 million for
Republicans in the day after Monday’s debate.
Both candidates were putting a renewed focus
on facetime with voters in the most competitive
states during the lull between the first debate
and the next major campaign showdown: the
vice presidential debate on Tuesday. Trump
planned rallies Wednesday in Iowa in Wisconsin
in addition to a speech in Illinois.

Trump was hoping to regain his footing after
veering into problematic territory the day before,
when he revived his decades-old criticism of a
former beauty pageant winner for gaining “a
massive amount of weight.” Trump’s combative
tone after Monday’s debate - he also lashed out
at the debate moderator and complained about
his microphone - was perceived as a tell by the

Republican nominee that he knew his debate
performance had been lacking.

Aiming to demonstrate a broad base of sup-
port among both parties, Clinton’s campaign was
also dispatching Michelle Obama, a Democrat,
and former Virginia Sen. John Warner, a
Republican.

Mrs. Obama was holding a pair of events in

Pennsylvania, a state Clinton is hoping to use as a
firewall to prevent Trump from claiming the 270
electoral votes needed to win. Clinton’s cam-
paign also debuted its first television ad featur-
ing the first lady, who has been one of the most
effective campaigners for Democrats this year. In
the ad, Mrs. Obama casts Clinton as a president
“our kids can look up to.” — AP
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KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA:
When Donald Trump challenged Hillary
Clinton’s stamina on the debate stage,
Pennsylvania voter Patricia Bennett said
she heard a “dog whistle” that smacked
of unmistakable sexism. “Why doesn’t he
just say that she needs more testos-
terone?” said Bennett, a 69-year-old
independent from the Philadelphia sub-
urbs who plans to vote for Clinton in
November.

Across the country, Lisa Lowe, a
Colorado Democrat who was lukewarm
about Clinton before Monday’s debate,
said Trump behaved like a “negative bul-
ly.” Kris Stotler, an undecided Virginia
Republican, was disappointed by
Trump’s jarring criticism of a former
beauty queen’s weight, comments
Clinton forcefully condemned during the
faceoff. “It’s incredibly distasteful, and it
doesn’t stop,” Stotler, 48, said of Trump.
“Even if you thought that, why would
you say that?”

Bennett, Lowe and Stotler were
among two dozen female voters from
battleground states who spoke with The
Associated Press on Tuesday. Nearly all
expressed concerns with Trump’s critical
and often demeaning comments about
women, as well as his approach toward
Clinton in the debate.

Shared Concerns
The concerns were shared, too, by

some women who plan to vote for
Trump in November, though his sup-
porters were more forgiving in their
assessments. “I think you’ll see a differ-
ent comeback from him in the next
debate,” said Carole Staats, a 60-year-old
Republican from Lansdowne,
Pennsylvania. While Clinton has held a
lead in preference polls among female
voters throughout her general election
contest with Trump, she aims to widen
that margin as much as possible to off-
set her weakness with men. She also
needs to urgently energize younger
female voters, who have been more
skeptical of the first woman nominated
for the White House by a major U.S.
political party.

After Monday ’s debate, Clinton’s
team believes it has all the ammunition
it needs to rally women in the cam-
paign’s closing weeks. That’s due in part
to strong execution by Clinton, who
arrived at the debate armed with
numerous past statements Trump has
made about women. She was particular-
ly assertive in calling him out for once
labeling 1996 Miss Universe winner
Alicia Machado “Miss Piggy” after she
gained weight. — AP
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RALEIGH: Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton speaks during a campaign stop at
Wake Technical Community College on Tuesday. — AP

MIAMI: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump visits a restaurant on
Tuesday. — AP

WASHINGTON: For the second time in two
days, FBI Director James Comey will be on
Capitol Hill to answer questions about the
agency’s response to recent acts of extrem-
ist violence and whether more could have
been done to prevent attacks in Orlando
and New York.

Comey also is expected to face questions
about why the FBI granted immunity to
Hillary Clinton’s former chief of staff as part

of a now-closed investigation into Hillary
Clinton’s use of a private email server as sec-
retary of state.

Comey will be the sole witness as the
House Judiciary Committee reviews the FBI’s
performance. Comey told a Senate panel
Tuesday that the FBI is transparent about mis-
takes, but he offered little new information
about the June Orlando nightclub massacre
or the Manhattan bombing this month. — AP

Comey on Capitol Hill again to 

talk extremism, Clinton email


