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PHNOM PENH: China is to help Cambodia revamp
its judiciary, a system that opposition party support-
ers say is in thrall to Prime Minister Hun Sen, and
that the United States has criticized as “politicized
and ineffective”.

The two sides signed a memorandum of under-
standing on Chinese assistance for Cambodia’s
courts this week, Ministry of Justice spokesman
Chin Malin said yesterday, adding that China would
provide training, finance and expertise. “There will
be training and exchanges of visits between the two
countries’ officials, at a level up to technician and
minister,” Chin Malin told Reuters.

China would also provide expertise to improve
Cambodia’s commercial courts, he said. “Assistance
for the judiciary is like promoting human rights ...
Once, there is a good legal system, it promotes
respect for human rights.”

China is Cambodia’s closest ally. Relations
between Cambodia and Western powers including
the United States and European Union, are fre-
quently strained by various differences including
over human rights.

Cambodia has backed China on its territorial
claims in the South China Sea to the disappoint-
ment of some of Cambodia’s neighbors, who

have r ival  c la ims with China.  The US State
Department said in a 2015 report on rights in
Cambodia that a “politicized and ineffective” judi-
ciary was among Cambodia’s most significant
human rights problems.

The government didn’t respect judicial inde-
pendence and the courts “were subject to influ-
ence and interference”, it said. The judiciary has
come in for particular criticism recently over cases
against opposition leaders that they say are politi-
cally motivated by Hun Sen’s government in the
run-up to what is expected to be a close general
election in 2018.

The government and judiciary reject accusations
of bias. The independent Cambodian Center for
Human Rights said that given a lack of judicial inde-
pendence in China, it was difficult to see how the
agreement would address Cambodia’s chronic
problems. “While technical assistance is required ...
the involvement of China may serve to further
entrench the endemic lack of judicial independence
in Cambodia’s courts,” said the center’s director,
Sopheap Chak.

“Without a true separation of powers, any
reform of Cambodia’s courts will be meaningless,”
she said. —Reuters

China agrees to help Cambodia overhaul its criticized judiciary

NEW DELHI: A key South Asian summit was in
doubt yesterday after India and three other
countries pulled out following a deadly attack
on an army base that New Delhi blames on a
Pakistan-based group.

India has sought to isolate Pakistan in the
wake of the raid on its base in the disputed
region of Kashmir, which killed 18 soldiers and
triggered public fury. On Tuesday it said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi would not attend the
South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) summit in Islamabad in
November, in a major snub to its neighbor.

Without naming Pakistan, India’s foreign min-
istry said “increasing cross-border terrorist
attacks in the region and growing interference in
the internal affairs of member states by one
country” had created an environment that was
not conducive for a meeting.

Hours later, Bangladesh said it was also
pulling out. Afghanistan and Bhutan-both close

India allies-have since followed suit, according to
an official with the Nepali government, current
chair of SAARC. “Pakistan has been interfering in
our internal affairs for some time,” a senior
Bangladesh foreign ministry official told AFP,
requesting anonymity. “That’s why we have
pulled out of the SAARC summit.”

Under pressure to act after the Kashmir raid,
Modi warned Pakistan in a major speech on
Saturday that India would push to make it a pari-
ah state. Pakistan denies any involvement in the
September 18 attack, the worst of its kind in
over a decade. But India’s army has blamed
Jaish-e-Mohammad, a Pakistan-based militant
group that was also implicated in an audacious
assault on an Indian air force base in the north-
ern town of Pathankot in January.

India and Pakistan have fought three wars
since partition in 1947, two of them over
Kashmir, where the two countries regularly
exchange fire across the disputed border. At the

last SAARC summit in 2014 a newly-elected
Modi shook hands with his Pakistani counterpart
Nawaz Sharif, raising hopes of warmer ties. Just
over a year later Modi made a surprise Christmas
Day visit to Pakistan for a meeting with Sharif.
But those hopes were dashed by the Pathankot
attack in which seven Indian soldiers died, and
peace talks have been on ice ever since.

‘Closer to China’ 
Current SAARC chair Nepal said it hoped the

issues would be resolved but could not com-
ment on whether the summit would go ahead.
“The host will take decisions regarding the sum-
mit,” said Jhabindra Aryal, joint secretary with
Nepal’s foreign ministry.

The leaders of the eight SAARC countries-
which also include Sri Lanka, Nepal and the
Maldives-expressed frustration after the last
summit in Kathmandu with the slow pace of
progress towards greater regional integration.

Analysts say this is due to the mutual mistrust
between Pakistan and powerhouse India. Cyril
Almeida, a columnist in Pakistan’s English-lan-
guage daily Dawn, said India’s move to exclude
Pakistan from regional discussions was not
unexpected. “Diplomatically, (it’s) maybe not a
big deal for Pakistan given that SAARC is widely
perceived as ineffective,” he said. “But (it’s) a fresh
sign of Pakistan not being in a comfortable place
in its own region.”

Analyst Ashok Malik said the withdrawals
would have little practical impact on Pakistan. “It
basically scores a symbolic and a political victo-
ry. As for Pakistan, this will push it even closer to
China,” said Malik, head of the Delhi-based
Observer Research Foundation’s regional studies
initiative.

Pakistan said it remained “committed to
peace and regional cooperation” and accused
India of perpetrating “terrorism” on its soil. “As for
the excuse used by India, the world knows that it
is India that has been perpetrating and financing
terrorism in Pakistan,” tweeted foreign ministry
spokesman Nafees Zakariya late Tuesday, citing
the capture of an Indian intelligence officer in
Balochistan earlier this year.

Pakistan has repeatedly accused India of
interference in the southwestern province,
which borders Iran and Afghanistan and is
afflicted by Islamist militancy and a separatist
insurgency.—AFP

India-Pakistan tensions 
threaten S Asia summit

4 countries pull out 

KATHMANDU, NEPAL: This file photo taken on November 27, 2014 shows Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi (2L) point a finger at Pakistan’s Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif (2R) during the
closing session of the 18th SAARC summit.—AFP

PYONGYANG: North Korean women wave flags cheering on their fellow countrymen
as they start their day during morning rush hour yesterday.—AP

PYONGYANG: North Korea’s capital is still a
pretty quiet place compared to most urban
centers around the world, but it gets its
start early - and orderly.

Rush hour generally hits its peak at
about 7 a.m. Pedestrians hustle along the
sidewalks or peddle along on the city’s bike
lanes, usually narrow strips of sidewalk
painted green that started to appear about
a year ago, while workers and students
who can’t walk or bike to where they need
to go load onto the subways and fill the
city’s buses and electric streetcars.

By about 6:30, long lines of men in neck-
ties or olive-colored work clothes and uni-
versity students in their uniforms - white
shirts or blouses, and dark trousers or skirts
accentuated by red ties or scarves - can be
seen waiting for their cross-town rides,
which are usually standing-room-only.
Retirees pack up their folding chairs and
head out to the Potonggang and
Taedonggang rivers to begin fishing short-
ly after sunrise.

Cleaning crews, often made up of elder-
ly people or elementary school kids, are
also out early to trim grass and pick up lit-
ter, a big part of which is inevitably ciga-
rette butts, since North Korea is one of the
most smoker-friendly countries in the
world. Work for most in North Korea’s capi-
tal starts at about 9 a.m. and schools an
hour earlier. With North Korea now on one
of its “loyalty drives” stints, when the citi-
zens are called on to show special devotion
to leader Kim Jong Un and often put in
extra hours to boost productivity, Women’s
League units are out in force in front of
subway entrances and other strategic loca-
tions to dance and wave red flags as loud

patriotic music blares from boom boxes.
Sometimes they are joined by middle

school brass bands in their morning ritual,
which is intended to encourage workers to
start their day off with more vigor. For good
measure, there are often small vans around
with loudspeakers blasting propaganda.

The current loyalty drive is in about the
80th day of its full 200-day duration.

It was called shortly after a big meeting
of the country’s ruling party that was held
in May to rally the people behind Kim’s
newly announced political and economic
policies, or, basically, to just rally them
behind Kim and his ruling regime.  But its
focus has recently been shifted to making a
patriotic show of support for victims of
major flooding that hit the country’s north-
ern-most province after an unusually
strong typhoon hit late last month.

Along with the big red billboards that
say “200 Day Battle” that are now all over
the city, loyalty drive countdown signs are
also posted outside of businesses and gov-
ernment offices. Other billboards exhort
citizens to work with “Mallima Speed,” the
country’s latest catch-phrase. It’s a refer-
ence to a mythical Pegasus-type horse that
could travel tremendous distances at great
speed.

A similar phrase was used back in the
days of national founder Kim Il Sung, Kim
Jong Un’s grandfather, but in today’s North
Korea the speed has been multiplied by 10.

Sometimes the countdown signs aren’t
always in sync, with one poster giving a dif-
ferent countdown than another just a few
blocks away. But the message is the same -
now is the time for all good North Koreans
to show their mettle.—AP

Pyongyang starts day 
early with patriotic music

HONG KONG: Hundreds of Hong Kong pro-
democracy supporters holding yellow umbrellas
held three minutes’ silence outside the city’s
government offices yesterday to mark the sec-
ond anniversary of mass protests challenging
Beijing.

The anniversary of the “Umbrella Revolution”
comes as tensions remain high in the semi-
autonomous city, with fears growing that China
is tightening its grip. Huge rallies in 2014
demanding fully free leadership elections and
other democratic reforms for Hong Kong
brought parts of the city to a standstill for more
than two months.

Those demands were snubbed by Beijing, but
since then former Umbrella Movement protest-
ers have won seats as city lawmakers. Some of
them are now pushing for a complete break
from China as the fledgling independence
movement gains support. Former Umbrella
Movement protest leader Nathan Law, 23,
became Hong Kong’s youngest legislator in the
recent citywide elections. He now advocates
self-determination for Hong Kong.

Speaking to the crowds yesterday, Law urged
them to keep fighting. “It’s important for you to
find the impulse and bravery from before to

allow for an even bigger resistance next time,” he
said, speaking on a stage beside the “Lennon
Wall”-a staircase near the government complex
that became plastered with notes of support for
protesters during the 2014 rallies. 

Law was joined by political ally Joshua Wong,
19, who also addressed the crowds. In an inter-
view with AFP Wednesday, Wong said the
democracy movement was in a “long-term bat-
tle facing the largest communist regime in the
world”. “We just have to show our persistence,
courage and commitment,” he said. 

Tear gas moment   
At 5:58 pm (0958 GMT) those gathered held

three minutes’ silence to mark the time two
years ago when police fired tear gas at student-
led pro-democracy protesters.

That galvanized tens of thousands to come
onto the streets in support. The largely peaceful
demonstrations spawned sprawling protest
camps, with tents and artworks set up on high-
ways and shopping streets.

The movement gained its name from protest-
ers’ use of umbrellas to shield them from tear
gas, pepper spray, sun and rain alike. Supporters
Wednesday said they felt the rallies had changed

the city for the better. “The Umbrella Movement
transformed many in the city to care about the
community, so we must make an effort to
remember this incident,” said school student Joy
Chan, 14.

Chan said she had taken part in the protests
in 2014 — many school-age protesters joined
the demonstrations and makeshift classrooms
were set up so they could continue their studies.

Housewife Claire Weber, 42, said she was at
the site two years ago when police fired tear gas
at the crowds. “No matter what, or how messy
the political environment gets, we must persist,”
she told AFP. The atmosphere Wednesday was
carnivalesque, with souvenirs including minia-
ture yellow paper umbrellas-the symbol of the
movement-handed out to those taking part.

Meters-tall signs reading “I want real universal
suffrage” were displayed, an echo of the slogans
of 2014.

Hong Kong was handed back to China by
Britain in 1997 under a semi-autonomous “one
country, two systems” deal, which guaranteed
its freedoms for 50 years. But there are deep
concerns those liberties are under threat in a
number of areas, from politics to education and
the media.—AFP

PYONGYANG: More than 70,000 people
displaced by severe flooding in North Korea
nearly a month ago are urgently in need of
supplies and shelter before winter sets in, a
Red Cross official in Pyongyang said yester-
day. The floods were caused by a typhoon
that hit the country ’s northernmost
province late last month. Officials estimate
that more than 130 people died and anoth-
er 400 are missing. Typhoon Lionrock,
amplified by a low-pressure system in the
area, created floods that submerged,
severely damaged or destroyed 30,000
homes and displaced 70,000 people. “The
disaster was pretty horrendous for the peo-
ple affected,” Chris Staines, head of
International Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies in North Korea, said
in an interview with The Associated Press.
“About 600,000 people have some level of
immediate effect from the disaster.”

Emergency assistance 
The Red Cross is seeking $15.5 million to

provide emergency assistance to the disas-

ter zone over the next 12 months. Staines
said extensive damage to roads and rail-
ways caused delays in getting supplies to
the disaster zone. He said that has improved
and the flow of supplies, workers and build-
ing materials is accelerating. But he said
more work needs to be done urgently.

“The big pressure right now is about win-
ter,” he said. “By the end of next month, it will
be sub-zero overnight and within two
months it will be into the minus 10s, minus
20s, middle of winter minus 35 or more. So
people are really at great risk.” Staines said the
natural disaster could be followed by another
calamity - a health disaster - if shelter and the
necessary supplies don’t get to those who
need them quickly. “People need to have
some place that is safe and warm and dry to
stay out of the winter,” he said. North Korea
has launched a massive effort to rebuild the
disaster zone, diverting resources from other
projects around the country and sending
throngs of workers, builders and soldiers to
fix roads, remove rubble and lay the founda-
tions for new shelters. — AP

H K marks 2nd anniversary
of ‘Umbrella Revolution’

HONG KONG: Activists hold yellow umbrellas, a symbol of the pro-democracy movement, as they observe three minutes of silence to mark the
moment tear gas was used by police on the same day in 2014, in front of the government headquarters in Hong Kong yesterday, on the second
anniversary of the pro-democracy “Umbrella Revolution”.—AFP

ONSONG, NORTH HAMGYONG PROVINCE, NORTH KOREA: in this Friday, Sept. 16,
2016, file photo, workers recover cement blocks from flood-damaged areas.—AP

1 month after floods, urgent 
aid needed in North Korea


