
MANCHESTER: Manchester United manager Jose Mourinho said yesterday he
“feels sorry” for Sam Allardyce and still respects him, a day after his reign as
England boss came to a sudden and premature end. After a mere 67 days in charge
of the national side, Allardyce paid the price on Tuesday for indiscreetly talking
with undercover Daily Telegraph reporters posing as Far East businessmen. The 61-
year-old was secretly filmed giving advice on how to get around transfer rules as
he also criticised the Football Association’s decision to rebuild
Wembley and mocked his England predecessor Roy Hodgson.
Allardyce, appointed England manager in July on a £3 million
($3.9 million, 3.5 million euro) a year contract, also agreed to
travel to Singapore and Hong Kong as an ambassador for their
fictitious firm for a fee of £400,000.  United manager
Mourinho, who once accused Allardyce of playing “19th cen-
tury football” when the latter was in charge of West Ham, said
Wednesday: “The only thing I can say is that I like Sam. “I feel
sorry for that because I know that was a dream job and I feel
sorry for him.”  — AFP
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LAUSANNE: The International Olympic Committee (IOC) said yesterday it
had handed “severe reprimands” to three boxers for betting on fights at the
Rio Games, two of them Irish. Michael Conlan, Steven Donnelly and Britain’s
Anthony Fowler-cousin of the former Liverpool and England footballer
Robbie Fowler-breached rules introduced for the Games in August. Donnelly
was found to have made two bets on himself to lose one of his bouts-which
he later won so did not win any money. “Participants at the Olympic Games
are not permitted to bet on Olympic events and are obliged to report any
approach or suspicion of manipulation,” the IOC said in a statement.
Bantamweight Conlan, 24, welterweight Donnelly, 28, and middleweight
Fowler, 25, must now all prove they have successfully followed the IOC’s edu-
cational programme if they want to fight at Tokyo 2020. The punishments
were not harsher because “there was no intent to manipulate any event”, the
IOC said. The IOC also dished out a reprimand to the Olympic Council of
Ireland and the British Olympic Association for not properly informing their
athletes about the rules relating to gambling. — AFP
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NAIROBI: Kenya’s Rio Olympics manager Stephen Soi was charged yes-
terday with four counts of stealing more than 25 million shillings
($250,000 dollars) destined for athletes and officials in Brazil.  Soi, who
denied the charges, is the National Olympic Committee of Kenya’s

(NOCK) assistant secretary. He was accused of fraudulently
taking the money out of the country without informing
immigration officers.  Kenyan prosecutors said Soi, a for-
mer police officer, being an official trustee of NOCK, stole
the money which had been entrusted to him by Athletics
Kenya “for purposes of making payments towards the

accommodation of Kenyan athletes and officials dur-
ing the Rio Olympics in Brazil.” Two NOCK officials,
vice-chairman Pius Ochieng and secretary-gen-
eral, Francis Kinyili Paul, also appeared in the
same court charged with fraudulently acquir-

ing the Team Kenya kit from Nike. — AFP
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KUALA LUMPUR: Lewis Hamilton said he will
give everything at this weekend’s Malaysian
Grand Prix as he looks to bounce back in the
Formula One championship after losing his
lead to a rampant Nico Rosberg.

The triple world champion lies eight points
behind his Mercedes team-mate after the
increasingly impressive Rosberg powered to a
hat-trick of victories in the last three races. The
German triumphed in Belgium, Italy and in his
200th grand prix at Singapore 10 days ago
where Hamilton, who finished third, was hit by
mechanical problems.

With six grands prix left, Hamilton knows
time is running out in a rollercoaster, 21-race
season that has seen the Englishman trail by
as many as 43 points at one stage and lead by
19 just three races ago. “Singapore was a diffi-
cult weekend for me, so to come away with a
podium in the circumstances was pretty good
damage limitation,” Hamilton said this week.

“I have no idea if the momentum will swing
back to me or when it might. I just have to
keep giving it my all and hope for the best,”
said Hamilton, world champion in 2008, 2014
and 2015. “It’s going to take some good results
to get back in front and stay there  but I’ve had

plenty of those in the past, so there’s no rea-
son to think they won’t come back to me
again,” said Hamilton. “Sepang is my first shot
at it. It’s a track I usually go pretty well at.”

Mercedes can seal the constructors’ cham-
pionship in Malaysia with a one-two finish, but
Rosberg sounded a note of caution about
their rivals. “Red Bull and Ferrari are both push-
ing us really hard, so there will be some tough
weekends ahead,” said the championship
leader, who came third at Sepang in 2015
behind winner Sebastian Vettel and Hamilton.

“Malaysia didn’t work out perfectly for us
last year, so if we can win it this time against
such tough opposition that would be really
awesome.”

WEATHER GODS 
Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo pushed Rosberg

all the way in a thrill ing climax to the
Singapore Grand Prix, closing a 30-second
deficit to less than half-a-second at the che-
quered flag. But the Australian admitted that
Singapore was his best chance of registering a
dry victory this campaign, so he now needs
the weather gods to intervene to have a
chance in Malaysia.

The race, which often sees rain and thun-

derstorms, has been moved from its tradition-
al early-season slot to the middle leg of an
“Asian swing”, sandwiched by the Singapore
and Japan grands prix. 

Ricciardo believes the calendar switch
won’t affect his chances of a wet race, which
would benefit the Red Bulls with their superior
downforce. “I checked the weather and it
seems pretty constant all year round so that
shouldn’t change much,” said Ricciardo. 

A wet race would also interest Vettel, as he
tries to bridge a 26-point gap to Ricciardo in
third place. Vettel drove superbly from the
back of the grid to finish fifth in Singapore
after a suspension failure in qualifying.

And he knows his way around Sepang, hav-
ing won in Malaysia in 2010, 2011, 2013 and
2015, and is confident Ferrari can finish the
season on a high. “I think if we get everything
right then we know we have a strong package,
for sure,” Vettel said.  He added that Ferrari, 15
points behind Red Bull, would battle all the
way for second place in the constructors’
championship. “I think going forward we have
confidence. We’re here to fight and that’s what
we’re going to do,” the four-time world cham-
pion said. — AFP

PARIS: Frankie Dettori is on the hunt for a
ride in Sunday’s Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe
after his intended mount Fascinating Rock
was diverted to the Champion Stakes.

The star Italian rider, who at the week-
end celebrated the 20th anniversary of his
famous ‘Magnificent Seven’ winners at
Ascot, claimed his fourth triumph in
Europe’s richest race last year on Golden
Horn.

Dettori was hoping to bid for a record
fifth success on Fascinating Rock, but train-
er Dermot Weld now plans to bypass
Chantilly in favour of the Champion at
Ascot later in October. Irish handler Weld
will still be represented in the five million
euros ($5.6 mn) showpiece by Harzand. His
Epsom and Irish Derby hero kept on course
for Sunday’s Group One after showing no ill
effects from the injury he picked up last
time out in the Irish Champion Stakes.

The 8-1 shot’s big race rider Pat Smullen
told At The Races: “Harzand is in tremen-
dous form and I’m really happy with him. “I
suppose there is only one negative that the
ground looks like being on the quick side
but you never know, they might get a drop
of rain between now and raceday. All is well
with him.” Harzand is nothing if not hardy,
as he prevailed at Epsom after a pre-race
injury scare. 

Smullen commented: “He’s a tremen-
dous horse and has some healing power -
the way he recovered from Epsom with
that bruised foot to bounce back and win
the Irish Derby. “Again he’s recovered from
being struck into behind in the Champion
Stakes and I think it’s a great sign in the

horse that he’s got that healing power and
those little things don’t affect him. He’s able
to take it l ike all  the good ones do.”
Postponed, one of only two trained in
England, is 2-1 favourite following the
defection due to injury at the weekend of
France’s top shot, the unbeaten classic-win-
ning filly La Cressonniere.

Her trainer Jean-Claude Rouget could
still have an interest in proceedings in the
shape of his French Derby and Irish
Champion Stakes winning colt Almanzor,
who has the Champion at Ascot as an alter-
native. Almanzor was one of 19 left in the
latest forfeit stage with Aidan O’Brien set to
be three-handed with Found, Order of St
George and Highland Reel. Japanese con-
tender Makahiki has been giving off posi-
tive vibes since his warm up prep in the
Prix Niel over course and distance three
weeks ago.

The Japanese Derby winner is the latest
in a long line of Japanese visitors to
attempt to land the Arc, a list that includes
his sire, Deep Impact who finished third in
2006. Makahiki’s French jockey Christophe
Lemaire reported after his mount’s last
searching pre-Arc workout: “He picked up
well and I was very happy with him.
Running up to the Arc I was looking for
signs he is in good condition and I was
reassured on that front.”

He is battling for second favouritism
with O’Brien’s Found at around 6-1.
Sunday’s Arc and the 2017 edition are
being staged in Chantilly as its traditional
home at Longchamp undergoes a major
renovation. — AFP

Hamilton vows to give everything in title fightback

KUALA LUMPUR: Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain smiles during a press confer-
ence in Kuala Lumpur, yesterday, ahead of the Malaysia Formula One Grand Prix this
Sunday in Malaysia. — AP
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SEPANG: Mercedes look all but certain to
wrap up their third straight Formula One
constructors’ crown in Sunday’s Malaysian
Grand Prix but the spectre of a rare defeat
in last year’s race still haunts them. The
champions have won all but one race this
season and arrive at the Sepang circuit
222 points clear of closest challengers
Red Bull and 237 ahead of Ferrari. With a
maximum of 215 points available from
the five races remaining after Sunday, Red
Bull and Ferrari can only hope something
keeps championship leader Nico Rosberg
and Lewis Hamilton off the podium. With
the race moving to October from its
recent early season March slot, Mercedes
could become the first team to clinch the
constructors’ crown in Malaysia since
Ferrari in 2000.

The German team are refusing to
tempt fate, however, to the extent that
their official race preview did not men-
tion directly the possibility of clinching
the title at Sepang.

“Like Singapore, this was a race where
we underperformed last year, so we will
need to push hard to put that right,” said
team boss Toto Wolff. “We’re in good
shape-but we must remain on our toes to
get the ball over the line.”

The 5.5-km Sepang circuit always
throws up the chance of an upset, with
Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo particularly
keen to capitalise after coming agonis-
ingly close to victory in Singapore. The

potential for a shake-up could be even
greater this year with the circuit resur-
faced and the gradient of some corners
changed.

Mercedes were dealt a shock defeat
last season when Ferrari’s Sebastian
Vettel won, ending the Italian team’s
longest victory drought in over two
decades. But Rosberg banished memo-
ries of a similarly off-colour weekend for
Mercedes in Singapore last year with his
win around the floodlit streets of the city-
state two weeks ago.

The German has jumped back into the
overall lead, opening up an eight-point
advantage over Hamilton, with his third
win in a row and eighth of the season.

No driver has ever failed to take the
title after winning eight or more races in
a season and the German is starting to
look like he has the measure of Hamilton.

“I’ve had a good run lately and I’m
enjoying the moment,” said Rosberg. “But
as far as the next race goes, or the next
one after that and so on... it’s anyone’s
game.” Triple champion Hamilton, who
turned a 43-point deficit into a 19-point
lead with a streak of six wins from seven
races heading into the August summer
break, will try and hit back with what
would be his 50th win. Compatriot
Jenson Button, making way for rookie
Stoffel Vandoorne at McLaren next sea-
son, will also be in the spotlight as he
lines up for his 300th start. — Reuters
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TOKYO: The No 31 Toyota Prius apr GT driven by
Koki Saga and Yuichi Nakayama competed brilliant-
ly to claim second place in Round 6 of the 2016
Autobacs Super GT 300 series, which took place
recently at the 45th International Suzuka 1000km
race held at the Suzuka Circuit in Japan.The No. 31
Toyota Prius apr GT stands second in the team
rankings at this stage with two more rounds to go
for the season. 

The teams were competing in difficult condi-
tions that saw rain falling intermittently. Due to the
length of the Suzuka 1000km race, there was no
morning free practice session held as in the other
GT rounds. Instead, the usual 8-minute warm-up
time before the start was extended to 20 min-

utes.When the race started, the track was partially-
wet, which led most of the teams to start the race
with dry-condition tires, with the exception of the
No. 31 Toyota Prius apr GT driven by Koki Saga.
Having chosen rain tires, Sagahad trouble keeping
pace, and he decided to return to the pit for a tire
change at the end of the third lap. 

After changing to dry-condition tires and
changing drivers from Koki Saga to Yuichi
Nakayama, the team returned to the race having
lost considerable ground. 

The No. 31 Toyota Prius apr GT,however,contin-
ued to compete, and in the last half of the race and
with two laps remaining, Nakayama went ahead to
finish second in a close contest. Round 7 of the

2016 championship now takes place in Thailand on
October 8th and 9th, 2016.

According to Takayuki Yoshitsugu, Chief
Representative, Middle East and North Africa
Representative Office, Toyota Motor
Corporation,”It was an excellent result for the No.
31 Toyota Prius apr GT and I would like to congrat-
ulate the drivers and the entire support staff for
this outstanding performance. The experience
gained through participation in top-level motor-
sports has contributed significantly in helping
Toyota to build ever better cars to put a smile on
the faces of our customers. We also appreciate the
support of our fans and their constant encourage-
ment for our racing initiatives.”
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