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SYDNEY: Former Australia cricketer Max
Walker, whose awkward and unorthodox
bowling action earned him the nickname
Tangles, has died. He was 68.

Cricket Australia yesterday said Walker
died after a battle with cancer. Walker
played 34 test matches between 1972
and ‘77, taking 138 wickets at an average
of 27.47, including six five-wicket hauls.
He also took 20 wickets in 17 one-day
internationals from 1974-81. Walker was a
useful batsman who scored 586 runs at
19.53 including an unbeaten 78 in his
final test against England at the Oval.

After retiring from cricket he became a
commentator, a popular raconteur and a
best-selling author whose humorous
books included How To Hypnotise
Chooks And Other Great Yarns.

In 2011, he was made a Member of the
Order of Australia for services to cricket
and for his social work. Keith Stackpole,
who played with Walker in 13 tests and

captained him in the Victoria state team,
said Walker was under-estimated because
he played in the shadow of the great fast
bowlers Dennis Lillee and Jeff Thomson.

“He was loved around the world by
teammates and opponents alike and to
my mind seriously underestimated,”
Stackpole told the Daily Telegraph. “You
think of Thommo and Lillee as the tear-
aways, whereas ‘Tang’ was a medium pac-
er with the biggest heart I have come
across on the cricket field. Once he real-
ized he wasn’t a fast bowler, as distinct
from a medium fast bowler, he became a
very, very good player.”

Greg Chappell,  who played with
Walker in 34 tests, recalled the unusual,
wrong-footed action surprised batsmen.

“The right arm over left earhole is how
he described his bowling,” Chappell said.
“Maybe Mike Proctor and Lance Cairns
were similar but part of Max’s distinguish-
ing feature was his unusual action, mean-

ing batsmen were never always sure
where the ball was coming.”

Walker had been a successful
Australian Rules football player in
Melbourne before concentrating on crick-
et. He started as a batsman but realized
his strength lay as a bowler. Walker took
12 wickets in his first two test matches,
including 6-15 from 16 overs in the sec-
ond innings of the second test against
Pakistan at Sydney in 1973. Pakistan
needed only 158 to win and was 83-3
until Walker’s match-winning spell.

On Australia’s subsequent tour to the
West Indies, and after criticism of his
selection, Walker took 26 wickets at 20.73,
shouldering the heaviest bowling respon-
sibility after Lillee and Bob Massie were
lost to injuries.

Walker was a favorite among fans for
his handlebar moustache and larger-
than-life personality. “Tangles was one of
the great fellows. A big loveable bear of a

man who parlayed his talent,  first as a
footballer turned cricketer, and then with

his bonhomie and ability to tell a good
yarn, to set  himself up for a wonderful
career after cricket,” Chappell said. “He’d
be the first to tell you it was a pretty good
result for someone who trained as an
architect but never really designed any-
thing apart from what he would describe
as a ‘few chicken coops.’ “He was a big
man with a big heart, very likable, and a
lot of fun to play cricket with.”

Cricket Australia chief executive James
Sutherland said Walker played an impor-
tant role in Australia’s success in the 1970s.
“It was a golden era of test cricket under
the captaincy of Ian and Greg Chappell,
and Max’s medium fast bowling and his
unmistakeable bowling action were a fea-
ture of those teams, and then in the late
1970s when he joined World Series
Cricket,” Sutherland said. “As a cricketer,
with ball or bat in hand, Max was always
fiercely competitive. He was a genuine
crowd favorite wherever he played.” — AP
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DHAKA: Afghanistan’s captain Asghar Stanikzai, left, plays a shot, as Bangladesh’s wicketkeeper Mushfiqur Rahim watches during the second
one-day international cricket match in Dhaka, Bangladesh, yesterday. — AP

DHAKA: Afghanistan skipper Asghar Stanikzai
top-scored 57 runs as his side shocked
Bangladesh by claiming a two-wicket victory in
the second one-day international to level the
three-match series 1-1 in Dhaka yesterday.

Bowlers set up the win for Afghanistan as leg-
spinner Rashid Khan took 3-35 and Mohammad
Nabi claimed 2-16 to help the visitors dismiss
Bangladesh for a modest 208 runs on a slow
pitch at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium.

Man-of-the-match Nabi showed his all-round
skill scoring 49 runs and putting on 107 runs
with Stanikzai in the fifth wicket as Afghanistan
recovered from 63-4 to reach 212-8, completing
their second win against Bangladesh in four
meetings. Stanikzai hit four fours and two sixes
in his 95 balls to atone for some of his causal bat-
ting in the opening match, which saw
Afghanistan lose by seven runs despite dominat-
ing Bangladeshi bowlers for a long period.

Defending a modest score, Shakib Al Hasan
gave Bangladesh some hope with three early
wickets before finishing with 4-47, but Nabi and
Stanikzai stood firm to put Afghanistan in a
strong position.

Mashrafe Mortaza trapped Nabi leg-before to
end their partnership before debutant
Mosaddek Hossain, who claimed 2-30, including
one off his first ball, removed Stanikzai.

But Najibullah Zadran made 22 and other
lower-order batsmen gave him valuable support
to see  Afghanistan home, setting the third and
final match on October 1 as the series decider.

Stanikzai hailed his bowlers for their brilliant
effort. “This match, the credit goes to the team.
Nabi and Rashid bowled really well,” he said.

“The ball reversed in the end, but Najib did it
for us.” Earlier, Bangladesh could only pass the
200-run mark owing to an unbeaten 45 runs of
Mosaddek, who shared 43 runs with Rubel
Hossain in the last wicket pair.

Put into bat first, Bangladesh, who were look-

ing for their 100th ODI win and to wrap-up the
series after winning Sunday’s first match by a
narrow seven runs, made a cautious start with
the opening pair fetching 45 runs.

Mirwais Ashraf, who claimed 2-23, removed
both the openers Tamim Iqbal (20) and Soumya
Sarkar (20) before Mushfiqur Rahim and
Mahmudullah Riyad revived the innings, adding
61 runs for the third wicket.

Afghan spinners took control of the proceed-
ings once Naveen-ul-Haq bowled Mahmudullah

for 25. Rahim, who scored 38, soon followed
Mahmudullah attempting his favourite slow-
sweep as Naveen-ul Haq took the catch at deep
square leg off leg-spinner Shah.

Nabi trapped Shakib Al Hasan leg-before for
17 before Rashid worked out the lower order.

Bangladesh captain Mortaza lamented their
poor batting. “(Our) batting wasn’t up to the
mark. The wicket was on the slow side, and after
getting 20-30 runs, somebody should have
made a good score,” he said. — AFP

Afghanistan shock Bangladesh 
to level three-match series

Bangladesh
Tamim Iqbal c Dawlat b Ashraf 20
Soumya Sarkar c Hashmatullah c Ashraf 20
Mahmudullah Riyad b Naveen-ul-Haq 25
Mushfiqur Rahim c Naveen-ul-Haq b Shah 38
Shakib Al Hasan lbw b Nabi 17
Sabbir Rahman lbw b Rashid 4
Mosaddek Hossain not out 45
Mashrafe Mortaza c Dawlat b Nabi 2
Taijul Islam lbw b Rashid Khan 10
Taskin Ahmed lbw b Rashid Khan 0
Rubel Hossain run out 10
Extras (b1, lb7, w8, nb1) 17
Total (all out 49.2 overs) 208
Fall of wickets: 1-45(Tamim), 2-50 (Soumya), 3-
111 (Mahmudullah), 4-122 (Rahim), 5-138
(Shakib), 6-138 (Sabbir), 7-141 (Mortaza), 8-165
(Taijul), 9-165 
(Taskin), 10-208 (Rubel)
Bowling: Nabi 10-3-16-2, Dawlat 8-1-47-0(w4),
Ashraf 5-0-23-2 Naveen-ul-Haq 8.2-0-49-1(w1),
Rashid 10-2-35-3 (w1), Shah 8-0-30-1(nb1, w2)

Afghanistan
Mohammad Shahzad c Taskin b Shakib 35
Nawroz Mangal c Taijul b Shakib 10
Rahmat Shah lbw b Shakib 0
Hashmatullah Shahidi lbw b Mosaddek 14
Asghar Stanikzai c Sabbir b Mosaddek 57
Mohammad Nabi lbw b Mortaza 49
Najibullah Zadran c Mosaddek b Taskin 22
Rashid Khan lbw b Shakib 5
Mirwais Ashraf not out 9
Dawlat Zadran not out 4
Extras (lb2, w5) 7
Total (eight wickets; 49.4 overs) 212
Fall of wickets: 1-14 (Mangal), 2-14 (Shah), 3-59
(Hashmatullah), 4-63 
(Shahzad), 5-170 (Nabi), 6-174 ( Stanikzai), 7-189 (
Rashid), 8-208 (Najibullah)
Did not bat: Naveen-ul-Haq
Bowling: Mortaza 10-0-31-1 (w2), Shakib 10-0-
47-4, Taskin 4.4-0-32-1(w2), 
Taijul 10-0-38-0, Mosaddek 10-1-30-2 (w1),
Sabbir 2-0-8-0, Rubel 3-0-24-0
Result: Afghanistan won by two wickets

SCOREBOARD

DHAKA: Scoreboard of the second one-day international between Bangladesh and Afghanistan
at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Dhaka yesterday:

NEW DELHI: India’s top court slammed the
country’s powerful cricket board yesterday for
failing to comply with stipulated reforms fol-
lowing corruption scandals, saying its officials
were “behaving like lords”.

The Supreme Court instructed the Board
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) to “fall in
line” with a retired judge’s proposals for
sweeping changes to the cash-rich organisa-
tion’s structure and way of working.  Former
chief justice Rajendra Mal Lodha and his pan-
el told the court that the BCCI’s heads should
be replaced as they were dragging their
heels on the reforms, adding that a string of
emails to officials had gone unanswered.  

The BCCI, one of the most powerful organ-
isations in world sport, has insisted it is not

“running away ” from implementing the
reforms after scandals including accusations
of corruption and match-fixing in the glitzy
Indian Premier League.

The court in New Delhi ordered the BCCI
to comply with the recommendations,
adding that the organisation was not above
the law, the Press Trust of India news agency
said. “If the BCCI thinks that they are a law
unto themselves, then they are wrong. They
have to comply with the directions of the
court,” the bench of judges headed by Chief
Justice T S Thakur said. 

“You (BCCI) are behaving like lords. Fall in
line otherwise we will make you fall in line.”
The Lodha panel, appointed by the Supreme
Court, proposed changes to the BCCI in

January to be introduced within six months.
The reforms, most of which the court accept-
ed, include new operating and governance
rules that bar ministers and bureaucrats from
holding BCCI posts, along with age and tenure
restrictions for top officials.  The Lodha panel
was frustrated by the BCCI’s decision to go
ahead with making new appointments at its
annual general meeting this month. The panel
had warned against the move because the
reforms had not yet been introduced, the
court heard. 

The panel last year announced two teams
were being suspended from the IPL after top
officials were caught illegally betting on
matches involving their  own teams in the
Twenty20 competition. — AFP

AMMAN: Jordan’s under-17 women foot-
ballers are set for the contest of their lives as
the first international all-female tournament
ever held in the Middle East kicks off in
Amman tomorrow.  FIFA’s U-17 Women’s
World Cup starts with a showdown between
Jordan and Spain at the capital’s 13,000-seat
international stadium.  “We’ve worked hard to
get ready,” Jordan central defender Anoud
Gazi said after an evening training session at
a stadium south of Amman.  “Playing in a
World Cup, it’s a dream for me and the other
players. I’m really excited about the match.”

The 16-year-old faces high school final
exams at the end of the year, but for now
she’s taking time off to pursue her dream.  “I
haven’t been to class for a month. The head-
master said ‘don’t think about anything-just
the World Cup’,” she told AFP.  FIFA and the
Jordanian government are hoping the con-
test will help promote women’s football in
Jordan and across the conservative Muslim-
majority region.

As in other parts of the Middle East, foot-
ball is Jordan’s most popular sport, but it is
dominated by men.  FIFA say 13,890 women
and girls are registered at football clubs in 19
countries across the Middle East and North
Africa.  They said Jordan has been a pioneer,
launching a women’s football programme in
2005 and now aiming to “shine a light for girls
and women throughout the Middle East and
beyond”.

ROLE MODELS 
The country’s Queen Rania has also been

supportive, saying female footballers can be
role models who challenge negative percep-
tions of women.

“To have young girls playing sports, and
playing football specifically, can do so much
to change attitudes and perceptions as to
how society perceives girls and young
women,” she said in a statement released by
FIFA.  Organisers are hoping for a sellout
opening match on Friday, promoting the
tournament with posters around Amman

bearing portraits of five smiling players and
the slogan: “One heart, one goal, one team”.
The players have become local celebrities,
arriving at training sessions in a brand new
bus escorted by police cars with flashing
lights.  The government is using the competi-
tion to promote Jordan’s image as an open
country and a haven of peace amid conflicts
rocking the Middle East.  Jihadist attacks,
such as the murder earlier this week of a
Jordanian writer accused of blasphemy, and
the war in neighbouring Syria have hit the
country’s tourism businesses hard.

Tourism Minister Lina Annab said the tour-
nament was “an opportunity that must be
taken to promote Jordan”, and that players
and delegations would be given tours of the
country’s most famous sites. 

SMASHING STEREOTYPES 
On the sporting front, the Jordanian play-

ers are under no illusions. After a 7-0 defeat to
Brazil a week before the tournament, they’re
aware of the challenge they face.

But they remain optimistic. Centre-for-
ward Sarah Abu Sabbah, who plays for
Germany’s Bayer Leverkusen, said football is
“full of surprises”.

She recalled the semi-final of the 2014
World Cup.  “Who would have imagined that
Germany would beat Brazil 7-1 at home?” she
said, her face sweating after a training match.
“Playing in a World Cup is a dream I’ve fol-
lowed since childhood,” she said. “We have
prepared well for the tournament and we are
ready for the match.  I’m confident we can
win.” With the girls in the final stage of prepa-
rations, their parents gathered to watch them
train.Amjad al-Fakhouri, father of defender
Zina, said he has been bringing his daughter
to training sessions for the past three years.  “I
pay for private lessons so she can catch up on
the classes she’s missing at school,” he said. 

“I encourage her to become a good foot-
baller and smash the stereotypes of our soci-
ety, which refuses to see girls in shorts play-
ing football.” — AFP

ABU DHABI: Pakistan’s Twenty20 captain
Sarfraz Ahmed believes the clean sweep
over the world champions is the first step
towards building a formidable outfit for the
future.  Pakistan blanked West Indies 3-0 in
the Twenty20 series with another dominat-
ing eight wicket win in the third and final
match in Abu Dhabi on Tuesday.

They had won the first two matches by
nine wickets and 16 runs in Dubai.  Ahmed
said the win will go a long way towards
establishing a Twenty20 team, struggling
after being ousted in the first round of the
World Twenty20 held in India in March-
April this year.

That forced the then skipper Shahid
Afridi to step down and Ahmed was hand-
ed over the leadership, who won all four
matches-also beating England at
Manchester earlier this month.

“Of course, this is the first step towards
building a new team,” said Ahmed. “If we
want to become a good team then we have
to bring consistency.  Both junior and sen-
ior players are performing and contributing
and that is the sign of a good team.”

Left-arm spinner Imad Wasim, declared
man of the series for his nine wickets in the

series, rocked the West Indies’ top order
with figures of 3-21.  West Indies below par
total of 103-5 was never a bother for
Pakistan, who chased down the target in
15.1 overs for the loss of two wickets.  All
did not go well for the West Indies after
winning the World Twenty20 title. 

World Twenty20 winning captain Darren
Sammy was replaced by Carlos Brathwaite
while successful coach Phil Simmons was
sacked. 

Ahmed admitted a 3-0 win wasn’t
expected before the series.  “We didn’t esti-
mate we would win 3-0,” said Ahmed. “But I
will give full credit to the boys for doing
everything better than them and that’s why
we have won the series.”

Ahmed said he was enjoying the cap-
taincy. “It’s nice to see senior and juniors
cooperating and contributing. It’s a com-
bination of juniors and seniors and I am
enjoying it as a leader.” Pakistan and West
Indies will now play three one-day inter-
nationals with the first game in Sharjah
on Friday.

The one-day internationals will be fol-
lowed by three Tests, the first a day-night
game in Dubai from October 13. — AFP
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Jordanian football player Anoud Imad smiles as she gets ready for FIFA U-17
Women’s World Cup in Jordan.


