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After a career spanning two decades that
include highs and lows, pop singer Britney
Spears discussed her inspirations and why her

latest album should not be seen as a return to music.
“I don’t really see it as a comeback. I’ve been here for
a really long time,” the singer told Reuters ahead of
her performance at the Apple Music Festival in
London on Tuesday. Hundreds of fans cheered, sang
and danced at the Roundhouse music venue in
Camden as Spears and a troupe of male and female
dancers performed her chart-topping hits including
“...Baby One More Time” and “Oops!.. I Did it Again.”

The singer donned a variety of outfits during the
gig, ranging from a sparkly sequined leotard to a
schoolgirl-inspired skirt, shirt and tie. The concert
comes a month after Spears’ ninth album “Glory”
came out and she delivered a steamy, high-octane

performance at MTV’s Video Music Awards, thrusting
the singer back in the national spotlight. “I feel like it’s
been a while since I brought new music to the table,”
Spears said. “I didn’t want to do a typical pop record
for this. I wanted to do something really different.”

Spears, 34, said “Glory,” which features the hit
song “Make Me,” is still her style but with “a little bit of
a flair to it,” drawing inspiration from pop singer
Selena Gomez’s most recent “Revival” tour. “I just love
her music. I think she’s really great. So I was really,
really inspired by her work,” she said. The new album
cements a steady return to music after Spears took a
hiatus following a personal and career meltdown in
2006-2007 that included shaving her signature
blonde locks, losing custody of her two children and
being placed under a court-ordered conservatorship.

She made a comeback in late 2008 and since

2013 has helmed a successful residency show in Las
Vegas, extended through 2017. As for future musical
collaborations, Spears has a couple of rockers in
mind, specifically Aerosmith’s charismatic frontman.
“I love Steven Tyler; he’s great. He’s like rock’n’roll
man, like just crazy cool. I think he exudes sex and
electricity and you’re just like a magnet when you get
next to him,” Spears said. “I would love to work with
Lenny Kravitz. I think he’s great; he’s a legend,” she
added. — Reuters
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Singer Britney Spears performs
onstage at the iHeartRadio Music

Festival at T-Mobile Arena in Las
Vegas, Nevada. — AFP

Stage musical to be

made from 1988 film

‘Madame Sousatzka’

Amusical based on the 1988 Shirley MacLaine film
“Madame Sousatzka” is hoping it can make it to
Broadway. Producer Garth Drabinsky said yesterday the

show “Sousatzka” has songs by the composer-lyricist team of
David Shire and Richard Maltby Jr, whose Broadway shows
include 1996’s “Big.” It will star Tony Award-winner Victoria
Clark, Tony-nominee Montego Glover and Tony-winner Judy
Kaye. Previews start in February at Toronto’s Elgin Theatre.

Drabinsky, the producer of “Ragtime,” served time in a
Canadian prison for fraud. The new musical’s story charts the
relationship between an eccentric London-based piano
teacher and her pupil, a 15-year-old boy of exceptional tal-
ent. The musical will be directed by Adrian Noble and has a
book by Craig Lucas, who wrote the story for “An American in
Paris.”— AP

ABollywood biopic of Mahendra Singh
Dhoni is to bring a tragic episode in the
Indian cricket hero’s life to movie

screens-the death of his first love. “MS Dhoni:
The Untold Story”, due for release on
September 30, charts the rise of India’s limit-
ed-overs captain from boy to train ticket col-
lector to World Cup glory. Actor Sushant Singh
Rajput, who plays Dhoni, told AFP in a video
interview that filming scenes that dealt with
the death of the cricketer’s former girlfriend
had been heart-rending. “It was very difficult
because, after we did the preparation, in my
head I was him and everything that was hap-
pening was actually affecting me,” said the 30-
year-old.

In 2002 Dhoni was in his early 20s and try-
ing to break into India’s national team when
his girlfriend, Priyanka Jha, was killed in a road
accident, according to Indian media reports. A
music video released by producers as a teaser
shows Dhoni’s character romancing his sweet-
heart, played in the movie by Disha Patani,
just before her death. Rajput said that it was a
particularly moving scene to film. “It was just

before I lose her... I was emotional,” explained
Rajput. The film, directed by Neeraj Pandey,
includes scenes from Dhoni’s childhood when
football was his passion as well as his years as
a young ticket collector. It culminates with his
heroics at the 2011 final.  

Rajput, who describes himself as an
“ardent” cricket fan, said his preparations for
playing an icon had been “exhaustive”. “People
already know the way he talks, walks, plays his
cricket so I realized very early that it was a pos-
sibility that I could act well in the film but at
the same time not be very convincing,” said
Rajput. The Hindi actor watched “hours and
hours” of videos of Dhoni and met the star
several times to study his mannerisms.

‘Helicopter shot’ 
“There was a certain level of subconscious

imitation and it happened from completely
immersing myself in him, either thinking
about him or looking at him or behaving like
him,” said Rajput. Dhoni told a promotional
event in New York that he hadn’t enjoyed
relaying elements of his life. “What was most
difficult for me was to narrate the story and all
of that because I am somebody who lives in
the present,” he said, according to footage
broadcast by NDTV news.

Rajput says he has left no stone unturned
in ensuring the cricket scenes would be con-
vincing, even mastering Dhoni’s trademark
“helicopter shot”. “We would carefully analyse
it and fix the bowling machine into one spot
and then we would play the same shot at least
200, 300 times a day for a week to a point that
it came naturally,” he said.

The 35-year-old Dhoni, nicknamed
“Captain Cool”, is idolized for leading India to
victory over Sri Lanka in the 2011 World Cup
final. The skipper hit an unbeaten 91 off 79
balls, including a match-winning six. Rajput
said the memory of Dhoni’s exploits at
Mumbai’s Wankhede Stadium gave him
“goosebumps”. But what did the famously tac-
iturn Dhoni think of the film’s final cut? “He
was very moved by it but he didn’t say any-
thing. He kept quiet for 15 minutes, smiled
and then left,” said Rajput. — AFP

Documentary filmmaker Michael Moore says he’s not
allowed to perform a one-man show about the presi-
dential race at a central Ohio theater because officials

there consider him too controversial.  Moore says in a
Facebook post that Newark’s Midland Theatre “banned” him
from presenting and filming the show there next month. He
says the community board overseeing the theater recently
voted not to allow the show.

The Columbus Dispatch reports that Midland operators
say Moore wasn’t banned and that the decision not to final-
ize the contract was based on several factors. Those includ-
ed a too-short time frame and questions about what the
production involved. Moore says he will go ahead with his
plans for the show at an undisclosed site in southern Ohio
in October. — AP
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In this file photo, Michael Moore attends the 20th Annual
Webby Awards at Cipriani Wall Street in New York. — AP

File photo shows Victoria Clark attends the Drama Desk
Award Nominees Cocktail Reception in New York. — AP

It has taken more than a century, but
France is finally paying fulsome trib-
ute to Oscar Wilde, the writer who

died penniless in a fleapit Paris hotel
saying, “My wallpaper and I are fighting
a duel to the death. One of us has got to
go.” The first major exhibition in the
French capital on the Irish wit and play-
wright opened yesterday. Its “hugely
touching” final rooms chart his tragic
end in the city, exiled and disgraced
aged only 46. Wilde fled to Paris in 1897
after being hounded out of England
having served two years in jail with hard
labor for his doomed love for Lord
Alfred Douglas.

His grandson Merlin Holland, who
has helped put the show together, said
it is “still very hard to read” some of his
letters written on blue prison paper
“where Oscar is on his knees” begging
for clemency. “To see him have to plead
like is quite hard to take. Having to say
that he was ‘suffering from the most
horrible form of erotomania... which left
him the prey of the most revolting pas-
sions’ was just not Oscar. It showed how
desperate he was,” Holland told AFP.

The show at the Petit Palais also
includes the misspelt calling card left by
Douglas’ father, the Marquess of
Queensberry, which led to Wilde’s fall.
The fiery aristocrat, who wrote the rules
of modern boxing, scrawled on front,
“For Oscar Wilde posing Somdomite”
[sic]. 

World collapsed 
Disastrously as it turned out, Wilde

sued Queensberry for criminal libel. “A
man cannot be too careful in the choice
of his enemies,” Wilde once wrote. And
Queensberry was a vicious adversary.
He hired a team of private detectives to
trawl the London underworld for evi-
dence of the writer’s “depravity”, and
Wilde’s Dublin university contemporary
Edward Carson as a barrister to bait him
in court. The original court transcript of
the trial shows the very moment Wilde’s
world collapsed. Pressed over whether
he had kissed a young man, Wilde fatally
played to the gallery by saying, “No, nev-
er in my life. He was a peculiarly plain
boy.” The writer had been at the height
of his powers with his masterpiece “The

Important of Being Earnest” playing to
packed houses in London. But his down-
fall was instant and terrible.

‘Untouchable’ 
“It is hard to overestimate how much

he was razed from society,” Holland
added. “He became an untouchable
overnight.” As he left court a warrant
was issued for his arrest on charges of
sodomy and gross indecency. He was
quickly tried and the Paris show, which
runs till January 15, also has the handbill
advertising the sale of his possessions,
including “Moorish and Oriental curiosi-
ties”, which had been seized by the
court. “They left him with nothing,” said
Holland. Wilde wrote the “Ballad of
Reading Gaol” under the pseudonym of
his prisoner number, C33, after fleeing
to France.  

“It was only in the fifth edition that
the publishers dared put his name on it,
and then it was only inside in brackets,”
said Holland. The show also includes
photos of the bedroom in the Hotel
d’Alsace on Paris’ Left Bank where he
spent his final days on credit from its
kindly owner. Wilde’s tomb is still one of
the most visited in the city ’s Pere
Lachaise cemetery. But the greater part
of the exhibition is dedicated to Wilde
cutting a swathe through London and
Paris society and his barnstorming tour
of America.

It also brings out his passion for art,
which Holland told AFP “he believed
was the civilizing influence in the world”.
The show also includes several Pre-
Raphaelite paintings Wilde wrote about
in 1877 and 1879 as well as work by his
friend Aubrey Beardsley, who famously
illustrated “Salome”, the play Wilde
wrote in French for the era’s leading
lady, Sarah Bernhardt. Curator
Dominique Morel said a major Wilde
show was long overdue in France. He
said it “contains many unseen and
extremely hard to acquire material”
thanks to the help of the Turkish philan-
thropist and Wilde expert Omer Koc,
who loaned some of his “astonishing
collection” of the writer’s letters and
papers. — AFP

Paris finally bows to the
importance of Oscar Wilde

Indian Bollywood actor Sushant Singh Rajput (right) and Indian cricket captain
Mahendra Singh Dhoni pose during the trailer launch in Mumbai of the upcoming biog-
raphical film “MS Dhoni: The Untold Story” directed by Neeraj Pandey. 

Bollywood biopic shows India 
cricketer Dhoni’s heartbreak

Oscar Wilde

Indian Bollywood actor Sushant Singh
Rajput gestures during a press meeting in
Mumbai for his upcoming Hindi film “MS
Dhoni: The Untold Story”, a biography of
Indian cricket captain Mahendra Singh
Dhoni. — AFP photos

Katy Perry would like to remind voters
it doesn’t matter what you wear
when you vote. In a video for Funny

or Die , the singer shows up at the polls on
Election Day with disheveled hair and
wearing star spangled pajamas. She says in
the clip that she “briefly scanned the
Constitution and nowhere does it say you
can’t just roll out of bed and come to the
polls in whatever state you woke up in.”

The video ends with Perry declaring that
she can even vote naked, stripping down
to nothing and then getting hauled away
by police. She finds a naked Joel McHale
next to her in the back of a police cruiser,
who asks “you too?” Perry has been an out-
spoken supporter of Democratic presiden-
tial nominee Hillary Clinton. — AP

Goldie Hawn says the key to her success-
ful 33-year Hollywood romance with
Kurt Russell is that they never got mar-

ried. The actress appeared on the chat show
“Loose Women” on Britain’s ITV on Monday. She
says she “would have been long divorced” if
she had gotten married. She says choosing not
to get married “gives you the freedom to make
decisions one way or the other,” adding that
she and Russell “liked the choice.”

Hawn says “not every relationship works”
and adds that movie stars may have “a harder
time because the camera is on them all the
time.” Hawn has a son, Wyatt, with Russell and
two children from her marriage to Bill Hudson:
actors Oliver and Kate Hudson. — AP

Katy Perry strips down at 
ballot box for Funny or Die

File photo shows Katy Perry performs dur-
ing the final day of the Democratic
National Convention in Philadelphia. — AP

In this file photo, actors Goldie Hawn and
Kurt Russell attend the premiere of ‘The
Hateful Eight’ at the Ziegfeld Theatre in
New York. — AP

Hawn’s key to romance with 
Kurt Russell? No marriage


