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DCGD arrests 
204 suspects 
in drugs cases 
during March

Macron tops 
French election, 
to fight Le Pen 
in second round

Messi double 
as Barca beat 
Real 3-2 in 
El Clasico

King Salman
names son US 
envoy, restores 
allowances

Appeals court backs govt 
over petrol price hikes
PAM announces Barrak rally to be held as scheduled 

conspiracy theories

Superb timing

badrya_d@kuwaittimes.net

By Badrya Darwish

What superb timing! The government has decid-
ed to implement the increase in electricity and
water tariffs. They made the decision and

agreed on it last year, but its implementation will be on
May 22, just four days before the start of Ramadan,
when the whole nation - be it Kuwaiti or expat - will be
busy shopping and stocking their kitchens for the cook-
ing required during the holy month. 

Even when they implemented the decision to raise
the prices of petrol, they did it on September 1, while
many Kuwaitis were still traveling out of the country. So
this way, we wouldn’t feel the pinch immediately. As for
petrol, it was at least an equal burden for all. Everyone
in Kuwait who drives a car, be it Kuwaiti or Indian or
Somali, has to pay the same price per liter. 

Continued on Page 13

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The court of appeals yesterday said
that a decision by the government to raise the
prices of petrol is legal and in line of the con-
stitution, overturning a September verdict by
the lower court that ruled the increase was
unlawful. Ali Al-Ali and several other lawyers,
who filed the lawsuit demanding the scrap-
ping of the decision on procedural flaws, said
they will now take the issue to the court of
cassation, whose rulings are final.

The decision, taken by the government in
August last year, raised petrol prices between 41
percent and 83 percent depending on its type. It
came into effect on Sept 1 last year. A number of
lawyers then filed a lawsuit saying that the deci-
sion was unlawful and not in line with the con-
stitution, as it should have been approved by
the Supreme Petroleum Council, the highest oil
decision-making body in the country.

The court accepted the challenge and
issued a ruling on Sept 28 saying the hike
decision was unlawful. The court however
refused to suspend the increase. The gov-
ernment went to the appeals court and
challenged the ruling as against the consti-
tution and the law,  insist ing that the
Cabinet did not issue the decision but only
approved a recommendation made by one
of its committees. 

The appeals court however said that it was
a decision made by the Cabinet but within
the framework of the law and as part of the
council’s powers. It also said the decision was
in line with the constitution. The lawyers said

they will challenge the decision at the court
of cassation, but at least one lawyer said he
will take the matter to the constitutional
court to challenge the constitutional basis of
the appeals court ruling.

Meanwhile, a rally and reception to mark
the release of opposition leader and former
MP Mussallam Al-Barrak will go ahead as
announced today evening, the Popular Action
Movement (PAM) said. PAM’s announcement
was made even after the municipality placed
a notification at the venue - a celebration hall -
saying it will be demolished within 24 hours.
PAM officials said the issue has been resolved
with the municipality and the event will go
ahead. During the rally, Barrak is due to make
an important speech about domestic devel-
opment.

Barrak was released from central jail on
Friday after completing a two-year term for
insulting HH the Amir and undermining his
status. He was given a rapturous reception
outside the jail and at his diwaniya. He has
been receiving well-wishers daily since then.

Separately, opposition MP Shuaib Al-
Muwaizri sent a series of questions to the
ministers of defense and oil. 

He asked Defense Minister Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah if the ministry
made arms purchases and deals to buy mili-
tary equipment and spare parts, in addition to
maintenance deals, through middlemen dur-
ing the past three fiscal years. He asked the oil
minister about the reasons behind closing
Shuaiba refinery and demanded technical
reports that recommended the closure.

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah looks on as
Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas shakes hands with Egyptian Coptic Pope
Tawadros II during their official visit to Kuwait yesterday. — KUNA (See Page 2)


