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This is fair - though I don’t find it fair to increase the
price of petrol in an oil-producing country. If it happens
somewhere else where the nation imports it, I could
understand. But we are a major exporter, not just any
exporter. But that’s life. The parliament took the decision
and I cannot revoke it by myself.

But as for the hike in water and electricity, I find it
unjust. Ridiculously unjust. You can actually call it discrimi-
nation. Why should I as a Kuwaiti be exempt, while living
in a big private house - most of us thank God
(Alhamdulillah) live in big houses with a garden or small
yard. And our consumption is at least four to six times
more than people living in flats. 

Most expats - 90+ percent of them - reside in flats. Why
should they pay more than us Kuwaitis? All of us are suffer-
ing from the same heat. The same summer. The same
weather conditions. We are under the same sky and the

same sun. Plus, Kuwaitis have better salaries and we enjoy
more privileges at hospitals and clinics.

Apartheid is good for us. Imagine an expat living in a flat
with an average salary. Let’s not take the average salary for
an expat in the private sector, which according to the
Central Statistics Bureau, is less than KD 300 per month.
Let’s say the expat is earning KD 600 per month. He has to
pay for rent, school tuition, food, residency, car, clothes, fur-
niture, government paperwork, health insurance, etc. The
government now wants him to pay more for electricity? 

Average electricity bills will jump from KD 5 per month
to KD 50 per month in the summer. And our summer,
thank God, is very short - it’s only eight months a year!
Please guys, have some mercy and at least exempt people
during the three major months of summer: June, July and
August. This is the least the government can exempt the
expats from and it would be even better to do it with the
advent of the holy month of Ramadan. 

Have a nice Israa wal Miraj!

Superb timing
RIYADH: Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
received a royal welcome from King Salman as he land-
ed yesterday in Saudi Arabia for a visit to boost ties after
months of tension. King Salman, surrounded by key
Saudi officials, greeted Sisi as he stepped off the plane
in the capital Riyadh and hosted him for lunch, the offi-
cial Saudi Press Agency said. The two Arab leaders then
had talks during which they “reviewed the strong and
brotherly relations as well as cooperation between their
two countries” and regional issues, the agency said.

The Egyptian presidency announced the visit in a
statement on Friday, saying Sisi’s trip was in response to
an invitation by Salman and aimed at “bolstering strate-
gic relations between the two countries”. It said Salman
and Sisi would discuss “regional and international issues
of common interest”. “The struggle against terrorism
which threatens security and stability” in the region and
beyond would top their agenda, it said.

Sisi met Salman on the sidelines of an Arab League
summit in Jordan last month to break the ice after
months of apparent tensions between the two allies.
That encounter on March 29 came days after Egypt
announced that Saudi energy giant Aramco had

resumed delivering shipments of petroleum products
after abruptly suspending them in October. Aramco had
halted agreed monthly deliveries of 700,000 tonnes of
petroleum products without explanation.

But the halt came after Egypt voted in favor of a
Russian-drafted UN Security Council resolution on Syria
that Saudi Arabia strongly opposed. Moscow is a
staunch supporter of Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad
while Riyadh is a key backer of the rebels who are fight-
ing his regime. Ties between Cairo and Riyadh had also
suffered after an agreement to hand over to Saudi
Arabia two Red Sea islands, signed during a visit by
Salman to Cairo last year, was blocked by a court ruling.

Earlier this month, an Egyptian court ruled that the
decision to block the transfer of Tiran and Sanafir to
Saudi Arabia was invalid. Cairo has said the islands were
Saudi territory which had been leased to Egypt in the
1950s. Saudi Arabia supported Egypt with billions of
dollars in aid after Sisi toppled Islamist president
Mohamed Morsi in 2013 when the president was head
of the Egyptian army. Saudi Arabia is opposed to the
now outlawed Muslim Brotherhood to which Morsi
belongs.— AFP 

Sisi visits Saudi Arabia 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s King Salman bin Abdulaziz (right) receives Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi upon
the latter’s arrival yesterday.— AFP 

PARIS: Centrist Emmanuel Macron will face off against far-right
Marine Le Pen in the second round of France’s presidential elec-
tion, projections showed yesterday, making him clear favorite
to emerge as the country’s youngest leader in modern history.
Macron was projected to win between 23 and 24 percent in
yesterday’s first round, slightly ahead of National Front (FN)
leader Le Pen with between 21.6 and 23 percent, according to
estimates on public television. “The French have expressed their
desire for change,” Macron told AFP in a statement, adding:
“We’re clearly turning a page in French political history.”

The outcome capped an extraordinary few months for a
deeply divided France, which saw a campaign full of twists
and turns and widespread anger at traditional parties. It sig-
nals a stinging defeat for the scandal-hit rightwing
Republicans party candidate Francois Fillon and Socialist
Benoit Hamon, meaning neither of France’s mainstream par-
ties will be in the second round for the first time in 60 years.

Macron, a 39-year-old who had never before stood for
election and only started his independent centrist move-
ment 12 months ago, will be the overwhelming favorite to
win the second round on May 7. All polls show the pro-
Europe, pro-business modernizer with a 20-point lead in a
head-to head contest with Le Pen, who has hardened her
anti-immigration and anti-Europe rhetoric over the last week.

The French vote was being closely watched as a bell-
wether for populist sentiment following the election of
Donald Trump as US President and Britain’s vote to leave the
EU. Throughout the campaign, Macron insisted that France
was “contrarian” - ready to elect a pro-globalization liberal at a
time when rightwing nationalists are making gains across the
world. “It’s a victory for openness, social-mindedness and... an
understanding of the modern economy that will restore
French competitiveness,” Macron supporter Marie-Helene
Visconti, a 60-year-old artist, told AFP at his election party.

Le Pen will follow in her father Jean-Marie’s footsteps who
made it through to the second round in 2002. He suffered a
stinging defeat when mainstream parties closed ranks to
keep him out. Le Pen’s niece, young hardliner Marion
Marechal-Le Pen, hailed a “historic victory for patriots and
nationalists” but reaction at her headquarters was subdued
compared with the euphoria at the Macron party. There were
already signs that Macron, who is married to his former
school teacher 25 years older than him, would also enjoy
support from his defeated rivals in the Republicans and
Socialist parties.

Leading figures from both camps immediately called for
voters to vote for the poetry and theatre lover. Hamon, fore-
cast to win a humiliating six percent and finish in fifth place,
said the left had suffered a “historic drubbing” but said voters
should back Macron to keep out Le Pen who he said was “an
enemy of the republic”. Fillon followed suit, saying he would
vote for Macron. 

The vote took place under heavy security after the killing
on Thursday of a policeman on Paris’s Champs Elysees avenue
claimed by the Islamic State group. With France still under the
state of emergency imposed after the Paris attacks of
November 2015, around 50,000 police and 7,000 soldiers
were deployed to guard voters. Thursday’s shooting on the
most famous street in Paris was the latest in a bloody series of
terror attacks that have cost more than 230 lives since 2015.

Nearly 47 million people were eligible to vote in the euro-
zone’s second biggest economy. Voting was brisk on a bright
spring day, defying forecasts of a low turnout after a cam-
paign dominated by scandals. Riding the wave of disaffection
with globalization that carried Trump to the White House and
led Britain to vote for Brexit, Le Pen has vowed to abandon
the euro, hold a referendum on withdrawing from the EU and
adopt a French-first policy on jobs and housing. — AFP
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