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PORTLAND: Stephen Curry wasn’t trying
to be a hero. He just wanted the win. Curry
scored 34 points - including a 3-pointer
with just about a minute left that all but
sealed the victory - as the Golden State
Warriors overcame a slow start to beat the
Portland Trail Blazers 119-113 and take a 3-
0 lead in their first-round playoff series.
Playing without both Kevin Durant and
coach Steve Kerr, the Warriors came back
Saturday night from a first-half 17-point
deficit. Golden State can clinch the series
with a win Monday night in Game 4 at the
Moda Center.

“It’s not necessarily ‘hero ball,’ it’s being
aggressive in those spots that you have,”
Curry said. “You might need to force the
issue. That might mean taking a shot, it
could be trying to get your feet in the paint
and make a play, defensively trying to
assert yourself - whatever the game calls
for, getting ready for those moments.” Klay

Thompson added 24 points in the victory,
which Curry said was marked by a handful
of “boneheaded mistakes” in the first half. A
19-1 run in the third quarter brought the
Warriors back.

Afterward, Curry said he gave the game
ball to general Manager Bob Myers to give to
Kerr, who stayed back at the team hotel
because of illness. Warriors assistant Mike
Brown stood in for Kerr, who still experiences
lingering symptoms from complications fol-
lowing two back surgeries after the fran-
chise’s run to the 2015 championship. He
missed the first 43 games last season dealing
with symptoms such as headaches, nausea
and an aching neck. Despite his prolonged
absence, the Warriors went 73-9 last season
and played in the NBA championship game.
Kerr was named Coach of the Year. “I don’t
know all of the circumstances,” Brown said
before the game. “He’s just not feeling well,
and we’ll see how he feels later on.” — AP 

ATLANTA: Atlanta Hawks’ Dennis Schroeder, right, wins the battle for a loose ball with Washington Wizards’ Bradley Beal during Game 3. — AP 

ATLANTA: The Hawks are back in the series,
and the bad blood with the Washington
Wizards shows no signs of letting up. Paul
Millsap scored 29 points, Dennis Schroder had
27 and Atlanta delivered an early knockout
blow in a 116-98 victory Saturday, slicing the
Wizards’ lead to 2-1 in the opening-round play-
off matchup. After two tight losses in
Washington exposed plenty of ill feelings
between the teams , Millsap and Washington’s
Markieff Morris continued to go at it in Game 3.

“He’s a crybaby,” Morris said afterward. “You
get all the calls when you’re a crybaby. That’s
how it went tonight.” Those comments were
quickly relayed to Millsap at the postgame
news conference. “It definitely got personal
now,” he replied, before offering some unso-
licited advice to Morris: “Take his loss and go
back to the hotel, be ready for the next game.”
Cheered on by a raucous home crowd, the
Hawks built a 25-point lead by late in the first
quarter and were never seriously challenged
by the Wizards.

One-man team 
John Wall kept up his dazzling play in the

series, scoring 29 points, but he was essentially
a one-man team. The other Washington
starters combined to score 30 points on 14-of-
45 shooting. Bradley Beal, in particular, had a
miserable night after averaging 26.5 points in
the first two games. He was held to 12 points
on 6-of-20 shooting, missing all six of his
attempts beyond the arc. “That’s probably the
most I’ve ever seen him air-ball in one game,”
Wall said. “He’ll figure it out.” Game 4 is tomor-
row night in Atlanta.

The Hawks came out intent on moving the
ball, getting open looks and cutting down on
the turnovers that plagued them in the first
two contests. Talk about following the game
plan. Atlanta pushed out to a double-digit lead
before the game was 3 minutes old and
stretched the margin to 38-13 with just under a
minute to go in the opening quarter on
Schroder’s 3-pointer. 

Wall did everything he could to spark the
Wizards. He posed along the baseline after a
thunderous dunk, which might have had more
effect if the Wizards weren’t losing by 23 at the
time. He somehow made a 3-pointer while
falling out of bounds in the corner at the end
of the first quarter . He darted through the lane
against a collapsing defense to bank in an
improbable shot, drawing gasps from the
Atlanta crowd. Wall made all but one shot and
scored 21 points in the first half, but the
Wizards trailed 64-46 heading to the locker
room. The other four Washington starters had
just 18 points.

The Hawks took advantage at the other end.
“ They jumped on us in that first period,”
Wizards coach Scott Brooks said. “Their sense
of urgency was very high. I wouldn’t say we
came out relaxed, but we came out missing
shots, and we let that affect out defense.”
Millsap also led the Hawks with 14 rebounds.

Confident rookie
After playing sparingly much of the season,

Taurean Prince moved into Atlanta’s starting
lineup late in the year. His confidence is grow-
ing with each game. Prince scored 16 points,
hit a couple of 3-pointers and energized the
Hawks with his aggressive play. He even picked
up a technical foul for taunting the Wizards
after an alley-oop dunk in the closing minutes .

“Nothing derogatory,” Prince said. “Just
being competitive.” Millsap praised the rookie
for his contribution. “Every time Taurean touch-
es the floor, he’s out there hustling,” Millsap
said. “He’s on the ground. He’s a scrappy player.
He earned himself some minutes. He’s starting
in the playoffs because of that.” Beal has yet to
find his shooting touch in the series, hitting
just under 40 percent from the field. The
Wizards insist they aren’t worried. “I like his
looks,” Brooks said. “I like his shots. He’s just
going to have to keep shooting ‘em. Keep get-
ting him open looks, like we have. Every player
will go through a stretch of a few games where
you’re not going to shoot the ball well. He’ll
bounce back.” — AP 

Hawks deliver playoff KO, 

romp past Wizards 116-98

Warriors take 3-0 

lead over Blazers

MEMPHIS: Grizzlies guard Mike Conley
said he was an option to take the final shot
and that the San Antonio Spurs thought so,
too, on a night when he scored a franchise
postseason record 35 points. Marc Gasol
laughed and insisted he didn’t know his
teammate was an alternative on the game-
winning play. Zach Randolph backed up his
All-Star center, too. “He told me he was
going to get it and go to his fadeaway, and
that’s what he did,” Randolph said.

Gasol hit a 12-foot floater with 0.7 sec-
onds left in overtime, and the Grizzlies beat
the Spurs 110-108 on Saturday night to
even up their Western Conference first-
round series at 2-2. The Grizzlies won
despite blowing a 10-point lead with 7:38
left in regulation and franchise postseason-
high 23 turnovers that San Antonio turned
into 31 points. Gasol finished with 16
points after shooting 5 of 12 for the game.
He also had 12 rebounds.

The Grizzlies overcame another postsea-
son personal best from Kawhi Leonard,
who had 43 points. He rallied the Spurs by
scoring the last 16 points of regulation, but
missed a 21-footer short of the rim with
James Ennis defending him just before the
buzzer ending regulation. Leonard also tied
it at 108 with 17 seconds left in overtime
with a 3 from the left corner. “That was
great game,” Spurs coach Gregg Popovich
said. “Both teams played their hearts out.
Just a fantastic basketball game. The fans
got their money’s worth tonight for sure. At
the end, Marc made a great shot. LA
(LaMarcus Aldridge) contested it very, very
well, and it went down.” Game 5 is Tuesday
night in San Antonio.

Nailing free-throws 
Conley also had eight assists and nine

rebounds. Randolph added 12 points and
11 rebounds, but was 4 of 12 from the field.

Tony Parker scored 22 points after being
shut out in Game 3, and Aldridge finished
with 13 points on 6-of-11 shooting. The
Spurs made all 17 of their free throws, a
tremendous improvement from Game 3
when they were 16 of 28 from the line.
Unlike Game 2, Memphis also got to the line
more than San Antonio and was 22 of 24.

Leonard finished with 24 points com-
bined in the fourth quarter and overtime in
a thrilling game that also featured six lead
changes and seven ties in the fourth quar-
ter and overtime. Conley said it was scary
watching the two-time Defensive Player of
the Year and MVP candidate this season
shooting away. “He’s unbelievable,” Conley
said. “It got to a point where you just knew
if he got a shot off it was going in.”
Memphis coach David Fizdale was pretty
impressed with his own guard who got a
five-year, $153 million contract last summer
in what was the richest deal in the NBA at
that point. “I don’t think we will be having a
discussion about how much money he is
worth,” Fizdale said. “I don’t want to hear
about it at least. The guy’s a superstar.”

In overtime, the Spurs led 102-100 when
Parker intercepted a pass by Conley and
pushed the ball up-court. But rookie
Andrew Harrison raced down to block Mills’
shot, and Gasol was fouled when he scored
inside to tie it up. His free throw with 1:32
left put the Grizzlies up 103-102, then
Conley hit a floater with 47.3 seconds left.
With Ennis defending Leonard, the MVP
candidate committed a turnover when he
lost the ball out of bounds with 43.7 sec-
onds left. But Leonard’s final 3 tied it up
one last time before Gasol’s big bucket.
“They were able to counter Kawhi going off
and making incredible shots,” Spurs for-
ward Pau Gasol said. “So you’ve got to give
them credit. You’ve got to regroup and get
ready for Game 5.” — AP 

Gasol lifts Grizzlies past 

Spurs in OT, series tied 

MILWAUKEE: DeMar DeRozan reverted
back to his playmaking form. The Toronto
Raptors reasserted themselves on defense.
They’re headed back to Canada after win-
ning a bruiser of a first-round playoff game
on Saturday over the Milwaukee Bucks.

DeRozan scored 33 points, and Kyle
Lowry had 14 of his 18 points in the sec-
ond half of Toronto’s 87-76 victory to tie
the Eastern Conference series at two
games apiece. The Raptors turned up their
intensity before a hostile road crowd after
getting embarrassed in a 27-point loss to
Milwaukee in Game 3. They forced 21
turnovers.

“I’ve always said we play better with
our backs against the wall,” Coach Dwane
Casey said. “It’s a tough way to live, but I
love our team’s resilience and personality.”
Toronto reclaimed home-court advantage
in the best-of-seven series. Game 5 is
Monday at the Air Canada Centre. Tony
Snell  led Milwaukee with 19 points,
including five 3-pointers, both playoff
career highs.

His 3 with 3:14 left got the Bucks within
seven. Lowry answered with a bucket
before setting up another basket with a
drive-and-dish to center Jonas Valanciunas
for a layup in traffic. While Toronto’s star
guards produced in the clutch, the defense
threw up roadblocks after the Bucks ran
roughshod all over the court on Thursday
night. Milwaukee shot 37 percent overall in
Game 4, but 31 percent (13 of 42) in the
second half.

“Our tempo was extremely slow,” coach
Jason Kidd said. “Give (Toronto) credit, they
slowed us down.” Giannis Antetokounmpo
was held to 14 points on 6-of-19 shooting,
while also committing seven turnovers.
Toronto’s PJ Tucker helped contain the
Bucks’ All-Star with physical play in the

post in the fourth quarter. “We were just
trying to send as many bodies to him as we
possibly could,” Casey said.

Derozan’s day
The resurgent DeRozan was 12 of 22

from the field after missing all eight of his
attempts in Game 3. Bouncing back from
adversity isn’t new for Toronto. But after a
forgettable Game 3, DeRozan said the
team stayed patient and remained confi-
dent. “Being patient and being mature with
the process, and (trying) to keep him calm,”
DeRozan said, nodding to his left in the
direction of Lowry. “It was still a challenge,
but we figured it out.” He came out aggres-
sive with strong drives to the bucket, going
8 of 14 for 21 points in the first half alone.
The game was tied at halftime before
Toronto slowly edged away, building a 10-
point lead with 4 minutes left on Powell’s
3-pointer. Milwaukee went 0 of 9 from the
field during a stretch between late in the
third quarter and early in the fourth, but
still managed to stay within two posses-
sions of Toronto for much of the second
half. The Raptors were only slightly better
with the ball, but their defense set the
tone. “Our tempo ... in that second half
came to a halt,” Kidd said.

Trading shoves in the paint and hand-
checks on the perimeter,  the Bucks
matched the Raptors’ rise in defensive
intensity. But they misfired more with the
ball, with Antetokounmpo seemingly play-
ing too aggressive at times. The Bucks had
13 first-half turnovers.  Center Greg
Monroe did his best to keep Milwaukee in
the game with 10 points and four
rebounds in the fourth quarter. “We didn’t
come out energized,” Monroe said. “We
tried to picking it up in the second half,
but it was too late.”

Raptors beat Bucks 

in riveting slugfest

MILWAUKEE: Milwaukee Bucks’ Giannis Antetokounmpo rebounds in front of Toronto
Raptors’ DeMar DeRozan during the first half of Game 4. — AP 

MEMPHIS: San Antonio Spurs forward Kawhi Leonard (2) loses control of the ball
while defended by Memphis Grizzlies guard Wayne Selden Jr, left, and center Marc
Gasol (33) during the second half of Game 4. —AP 

Clippers’ Griffin out of 

playoffs with toe injury
SALT LAKE CITY: Los Angeles Clippers forward
Blake Griffin is out for the remainder of the
NBA playoffs after injuring his big toe during
Friday night’s win against the Utah Jazz. The
team announced Saturday that the five-time
All-Star was diagnosed with an
injury to the plantar plate of his
right big toe. Griffin left Game 3
with 3:18 remaining in the second
quarter after landing awkwardly
following a transition layup. He
had 11 points, six rebounds and
two assists in 18 minutes, and the
team said at the time the injury
was a bruised toe. X-rays at the
arena were negative, but he was
re-evaluated after the game.

Clippers coach Doc Rivers said
the injury actually happened on
the play before the layup and
added Griffin knew immediately
that it was bad. The former No 1
pick will remain in Salt Lake City, wearing a
walking boot and will return with the team
after Game 4 on Sunday. Rivers said surgery is
a possibility. His injury marks another playoff
blow to a franchise that has dealt with a
series of bad luck and internal turmoil in
recent years. Griffin and point guard Chris
Paul were lost to injuries last year, and the
Clippers blew a 3-1 series lead against
Houston in 2015.

During the 2014 playoffs, voice recordings

of then-owner Donald Sterling making racist
comments surfaced, leading to him being
banned by NBA Commissioner Adam Silver,
who forced the sale of the team. The Clippers
were up 2-0 in 2013 before losing to

Memphis in six games after
Griffin stepped on teammate
Lamar Odom and injured his
ankle. Rivers said he believes in
the karmic-like presence of the
“basketball gods,” but not in any
kind of Clippers curse.

“You make your own luck at
the end of the day,” Rivers said.
“Like I told Blake last night ...
right now he’s probably think-
ing, ‘Why me?’ He’s too good of a
guy for this to continue to hap-
pen. There’s going to be some
kind of sunshine for him at some
point. You’ve just got to weather
this storm.” The Clippers run

much of their offense through Griffin and
he’s one of the best passers on the team.
Rivers said they ’l l  play both big -  with
Marreese Speights and DeAndre Jordan - and
small for stretches. He doesn’t want to put
too much of a load on Paul to make up the
difference. Paul added, “It has to be by com-
mittee. Blake’s too much to our team.
Offensively, defensively, his presence. ... We
don’t have one person over there that we’re
like, ‘Oh, Blake’s out, put him in.’” —AP 

Clippers forward
Blake Griffin 


