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West Indies 1st innings (Overnight: 244-7)
K. Brathwaite c Y. Khan b Abbas 0
K. Powell c Y. Khan b Amir 33
S. Hetmyer b Amir 11
S. Hope b Amir 2
V. Singh c Az. Ali b Riaz 9
R. Chase c Riaz b Shah 63
S. Dowrich b Shah 56
J. Holder not out 55
D. Bishoo c S. Ahmed b Amir 28

A. Joseph b Amir 0
S. Gabriel not out 4
Extras (lb-17) 17
Total (for 9 wickets, 92.3 overs) 278
Fall of wickets: 1-1 K. Brathwaite, 2-24 S. Hetmyer, 3-32
S. Hope, 4-53 V. Singh, 5-71 K. Powell, 6-189 R. Chase,
7-189 S. Dowrich, 8-264 D. Bishoo, 9-274 A. Joseph.
Bowling: Mohammad Amir 24.3-11-41-5;
Mohammad Abbas 22-4-63-1; Wahab Riaz 22-5-
66-1; Yasir Shah 24-5-91-2.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the second day in the first Test between West Indies and Pakistan on Saturday
in Kingston, Jamaica.

KUWAIT: Swing Kuwait, a non-profit golf
initiative dedicated towards children
with special needs, recently concluded
its inaugural season with one final train-
ing session, which took place on April
22nd at the Sahara Kuwait Golf Resort.
The event also included an awards cere-
mony which honored the season’s out-
standing golfers in recognition of their
performance throughout the season. As
well as showing appreciation to all the
coaches and volunteers for their dedica-
tion and commitment to the program.

The first of its kind in the country,
Swing Kuwait is a non-profit club found-
ed by Hamad Al-Barrak, a 14 year-old
Kuwaiti with a passion for golf. The initia-
tive seeks to support children with spe-
cial needs - especially those with autism
and Down’s syndrome - through golfing;
helping them become more independ-
ent and enabling them to play and
socialize in a friendly, safe environment.
Swing’s golfing season had kicked off in
November of last year, with members
meeting every Saturday at Sahara
Kuwait Golf Resort.

Al-Barrak, founder and organizer of
Swing Kuwait, stated: “My passion and
love for golf drove me to start Swing. I
had come to learn through research that
children with special needs tend to be

much more comfortable and engage
better while playing individual sports.
Swing gives children the opportunity to
interact with others and build social rela-
tionships, as well as enabling them to
enjoy the soothing, stress-free environ-
ment that golfing provides.”

Al-Barrak started by approaching
Sahara Golf Resort management, which
generously provided the golfing premis-
es. He then sought the support of head
coach Edward Retief from Sahara for
designing the program and overseeing
the weekly training of the young golfers.
Additionally, the help of coaches
Cameron Van Rooyen and Xu Xon and
the many volunteers who were there on
a weekly basis to support the children. 

Finally, Al-Barrak concluded by say-
ing: “ This initiative is completely
dependent on the concept of volunteer-
ing. Coaches, family members and
friends all came together out of good
will to make it happen. It is our hope
that Swing continues to positively affect
the lives of children with special needs
and their parents. I also hope that Swing
inspires others in the community to start
their own projects and initiatives to sup-
port special needs children within our
society, in any way they could.”

LONDON: Daniel Wanjiru and record-breaking
Mary Keitany made it a memorable double for
Kenya yesterday as they stormed to victories in
the London Marathon. Keitany, recording her
third London win to put alongside her trio of
New York victories, set a new world record for a
women’s only marathon of 2hr 17min 01sec,
smashing the 14-year-old mark of British great
Paula Radcliffe.

“It was a great day for me. It was really amaz-
ing to run the best time,” 35-year-old Keitany
told the BBC. “The weather was good at the
beginning, it was nice for me and my pace.  I’ve
run my best,” added Keitany, who saw off an
Ethiopian great in Tirunesh Dibaba. Keitany’s fel-
low Kenyan Wanjiru, 24, recorded his greatest
victory as he kept Kenenisa Bekele at bay
despite a late rally from the Ethiopian legend
and race favourite. “We helped each other from
the start, talking and we tried to maintain that
pace for half of the race,” Wanjiru told the BBC of
his duel with Bekele.

Wanjiru hinted that he could see himself
breaking the world record in the future. “It was
very comfortable (to be in world record pace),”
he said. Aside from the professionals running for
prize money, the great majority of the 40,000
participants were amateurs running their hearts
out for charitable causes. Jackie Scully perhaps
outdid the lot by getting married in the early
morning on the famed Cutty Sark ship and then
the 35-year-old ran in her wedding attire-
designed by the wife of former England goal-
keeper David Seaman-with her dad Eamonn in
aid of a breast cancer charity.

She was diagnosed with the illness in 2014.
The runners were sent on their way by Prince
William, his wife Kate and his brother Prince
Harry, whose Heads Together campaign wants
to remove the stigma surrounding metal health
issues. Heads Together was this year’s principal
charity for the marathon, which took place
under blue skies for much of the time.

Poignant end
Heavy security measures were in place in

the British capital. And there was an extra
poignancy as the runners swept round the
corner of the Embankment past Westminster
Bridge, scene of last month’s terror attack
which killed four people, while a policeman
died of stab wounds within the nearby parlia-
ment grounds the same day.

Wanjiru’s feat was even more remarkable giv-
en the strength of the opposition: aside from 34-
year-old Bekele there was Eritrean world cham-
pion Ghirmay Ghebreslassie and Ethiopia’s
Olympic silver medalist Feyisa Lilesa. Wanjiru
came home in a time of 2hrs 5min 48sec to beat

Bekele, who recovered from a poor patch mid-
race to come roaring back in the final eight
miles, but ultimately fell just short.

Bekele finished nine seconds adrift whilst
Wanjiru’s compatriot Bedan Karoki was third in
2hr 07:41. Bekele, whose training was inter-
rupted when he was ill three weeks ago, went
through a bad patch and looked like he folded
completely shortly after the halfway mark.
Bekele set off in pursuit of Wanjiru and in stark
contrast to his downcast look earlier in the

race, raised his arm in salute to a coterie of
Ethiopian suppor ters as the race headed
towards its climax.

The shock of seeing Bekele gaining on him
appeared to refocus Wanjiru and he extended
his lead late on, consoling Bekele with a warm
cuddle when the latter crossed the line. The
wheelchair races saw a seventh win for the
remarkable Briton David Weir and a maiden tri-
umph for Swiss woman Manuela Schaer, to add
to her Boston title earlier this month. —AFP 

Swing Kuwait: Aiding special needs kids with golf

LONDON: Kenya’s Daniel Wanjiru wins the Men’s elite race at the London marathon. — AFP

Kenyans Wanjiru, Keitany in 

London Marathon double

BEIJING: Austria’s Bernd Wiesberger beat
England’s Tommy Fleetwood on the first
playoff hole to win the $2.8 million
Shenzhen International yesterday, securing
his fourth European Tour title. Despite con-
tinued rain, the 31-year-old Austrian shot a
one-under-par 71 to force a playoff with
Fleetwood, who carded a tournament-best
63 to set the clubhouse target at 16-under.
“I’m feeling a bit relieved now, I have to say,”
the European Tour website quoted
Wiesberger as saying. “I’ve had a stretch of
really good events the last couple of
months and it’s really nice to have a trophy
again.” “Tommy has had a great day and I’m
just grateful to make that one shot in the
playoff when I needed to.”

Wiesberger has not missed a cut in the
last eight months, claiming seven top five
finishes since the US PGA Championship.
The world number 43, who nabbed two
European Tour titles in 2012 and the Open
de France in 2015, is the first European to
win the Shenzhen tournament in southern

China. He is now set to move up into the
top 30. Fleetwood, 26, was the tourna-
ment’s second-ranked player after
American Bubba Watson, but continues a
streak of bad luck on the mainland-he was
runner-up at the 2014 Volvo China Open,
and came in third at the first Shenzhen
International in 2015. 

“I’ve played well all week but I was really
disappointed-it was stressing me out, actu-
ally-that I couldn’t really get anything in the
hole, especially in the second round when I
played almost as good as I could and didn’t
get anything out of it,” Fleetwood said.  The
US’s heavily favored Watson made club-
house leader in the first round, but had slid
to 26th place by yesterday. Local favourite
Li Haotong, ranked 151 in the world and
winner of the Volvo China Open last year,
missed the cut for round three. It was the
third edition of the Shenzhen International
at the Genzon Golf Club-the first Chinese
course to host multiple European Tour
events.  —AFP 

BIRMINGHAM: Will Power is the front-runner
at Barber Motorsports Park once again, and his
teammates are following right behind. Power
claimed the pole for the fourth time at the
Indy Grand Prix of Alabama Saturday in a qual-
ifying session dominated by Team Penske.
Power’s fast lap of 1:06.9614 gave him 46
career starts up front and continued his suc-
cess at Barber Motorsports Park.

Teammates Helio Castroneves and defend-
ing champion Simon Pagenaud completed a
sweep of the top three spots to start yester-
day’s race. “It’s phenomenal for the race team,
1-2-3,” said Pagenaud, who won the series
championship in 2016. “They did a fantastic
job preparing these cars. This is a really good
track for us in general.” That might be under-
stating the matter.

Current Penske drivers have won five of
the seven IndyCar races at the 17-turn, 2.3-
mile road course. They’ve claimed the pole
seven times in eight years. Power won in
2011 and 2012, Castroneves in 2010 and first-
year Penske driver Josef Newgarden two
years ago. Newgarden qualified seventh with
his new team. “It’s definitely working well this
weekend,” Power said. Castroneves said his
teammate “definitely has something about
this place.”

Even split 
“He did a great job putting a lap towards

the end,” Castroneves said. “In Long Beach, it
was like a precision lap, and this lap was like
going out-and-out crazy; I was like one eye
closed and hopefully stick, and it did.” The
Penske trio are followed by Ganassi’s Scott
Dixon, Andretti Autosport’s Ryan Hunter-Reay
and James Hinchcliffe, who’s coming off a win
at Long Beach for Schmidt Peterson
Motorsports.  Dixon and Hinchcliffe are the
only drivers to be among the top six qualifiers

in each of the three races this year.
The Fast Six round was split evenly with

Chevrolet- and Honda-powered teams thanks
to Penske. Dixon has six podium finishes, but
no victories, in Alabama. Penske drivers are
partly to blame. “It’d be nice if these guys just
pulled over at the start,” he said, pointing to
Pagenaud and Power. “That would definitely
help things.”None of these tracks owe you
anything. It’s just trying to piece it together. I
think we’ve had a couple of really good shots
in the past to get the win and we’ve made a
couple of mistakes and it just hasn’t played
out.” Powerhouse teams Penske and Ganassi
Racing - and Chevrolet - are still seeking their
first win of the year. Smaller, Honda-powered
teams have taken the first two races, already
matching Honda’s win total from last year.
Sebastien Bourdais and tiny Dale Coyne
Racing won the opener at St.  Petersburg and
then Hinchliffe secured the Long Beach win.
Hinchcliffe made his IndyCar debut at Barber
in 2011. Two-time winner Hunter-Reay is the
only non-Penske driver to capture the
Alabama race, winning in 2013 and 2014.

“Penske’s had a bit of a stranglehold on this
track,” he said. “We’ve won here twice but for
the most part it’s been Penske blocking out
the front. Hard to beat right now.” Former Indy
Lights winner Zach Veach is making his first
IndyCar start, filling in for Ed Carpenter Racing
with JR Hildebrand recovering from a broken
left hand. Veach qualified 19th in the 21-driver
field. The most talked about driver this week-
end might be one who isn’t even racing.
Fernando Alonso, a two-time Formula One
champion , is set to arrive at Barber Sunday as
a spectator. He’ll run in the Indianapolis 500
next month for Andretti Autosport. “I think it’s
very, very cool that it ’s happening,” said
Andretti driver Alexander Rossi. — AP 

‘Relieved’ Wiesberger wins 

Shenzhen International

KINGSTON: Mohammad Amir completed a
five-wicket innings haul and West Indies
captain Jason Holder reached a fifth half-
century as the home side reached 278 for
nine in their first innings on a rain-ruined
second day of the first Test against Pakistan
at Sabina Park on Saturday. Only 11.3 overs
were bowled in the entire day as inade-
quate covering from heavy overnight and
early morning rain left damp patches on
the pitch and a sodden area of the outfield,
delaying the start of play by four hours.

By the time the showers returned in late
afternoon with even greater ferocity, just
55 minutes play was possible during which
Amir and Holder shone through the gath-
ering gloom. After the home skipper and
Devendra Bishoo extended their eighth-
wicket partnership to 75 against the sec-

ond new ball, Amir had Bishoo caught at
the wicket for 28. He then bowled Alzarri
Joseph without scoring to achieve his first
five-wicket haul since returning to interna-
tional cricket last year following a five-year
ban for spot-fixing.

Most impressive in the left-arm fast
bowler’s effort was his accuracy as reflected
in figures of five for 41 off 24.3 overs before
the showers swept across the ground and
drove the players off the field for the last
time for the day. Holder’s defiance was also
admirable, the captain reaching the half-cen-
tury mark by hoisting debutant Mohammed
Abbas for a straight six. He resumes along-
side last man Shannon Gabriel on the third
day, weather permitting, on 55 off 69 balls
with two sixes and seven fours embellishing
his defiant innings. —AFP 

Amir takes five wickets,

rain ruins Jamaica Test

KINGSTON:  Pakistan’s Mohammad Amir unsuccessfully appeals for LBW on day two
of the first Test match between West Indies and Pakistan at the Sabina Park. — AFP 

Will power claims fourth pole 

at barber Motorsports Park


