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KUWAIT: Kuwait Ice Hockey team started
its competition in the Asian Ice Hockey
Cup Championship with a convincing 8-0
win against Macau. Kuwait’s players led
by Jassim Al-Awadhi scored thrice in the
first period, twice in the second and
three more in the third. Both offence and
defense put in outstanding performanc-
es. Kuwait’s goals were scored by Ahmad
Al-Ajmi, Jassim Al-Awadhi, Abdallah Al-
Maraghi and Adbelaziz Al-Shateel. In the
other fixture, India came up on top
against Oman with a close 3-2 victory
over their gulf rivals. They scored two
decisive goals in the third period,taking
them closer to winning the title.  

Minister of Commerce and Industry,
Acting Minister for Youth Affairs,
Chairman of the Board of Public
Authority for Sports said PAS will work
on supporting the efforts of Kuwait
Winter Games Club. It is exerting all its
efforts in promoting the game in Kuwait
and is set to allocate an Ice Skating Rink
for the club with international standards
to accommodate lovers of winter sports
in Kuwait.

Al-Roudhan who spoke to journalists
after the opening ceremony said
Kuwait’s national team participation in
international tournaments, along with
their women’s team and junior teams of
both genders is a plus for the club’s

board. He lauded the organization of the
tournament which shows that the club
has what it takes to manage major inter-
national events, adding that PAS is keen
on supporting and having Kuwait’s flag
prominently flown around the sporting
world. Meanwhile, Chairman of the
Board of the Winter Sports Club Fuhaid
Al-Ajmi said Kuwait’s Organization of this
tournament is the crowning achieve-
ment of the outstanding relations
between the club and the International
Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF). He said the
club worked hard to prepare for the tour-
nament and hoped that fans enjoy the
matches. Al-Ajmi appreciated the patron-
age of the tournament by Minister Khalid
Al-Roudhan as well as PAS which helped
the club to organize this important
event. IIHF representative and Director of
Game Development in Asia Andy Kerr
lauded the preparations and organiza-
tional skills by the Kuwaiti side, and said
he is proud of being in Kuwait which
became an crucial member of the IIHF.

The opening ceremony included a
documentary about Ice Hockey’s devel-
opment in Kuwait, which started its’
operations in promoting and nourishing
the sport since the 1980s. In addition to
the screening, Kuwait’s women ice hock-
ey team members performed on the ice
while figure skater Rasha Al-Shaar gave
an outstanding performance that was
highly appreciated by the crowd.
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KUWAIT: The Court of Arbitration for Sport
(CAS) ruled in favor of Kuwait
Shooting Federation and
rejected the decision of the
International Shooting Sport
Federation (ISSF) to suspend
Kuwait Shooting Federation’s
membership. The ruling is to
be implemented immediate-
ly, and all decisions taken
against Kuwait Shooting
Federation by the ISSF are to
be considered null and void.

President of Kuwait and
Arab Shooting Federations
Eng Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi
said this ruling is the culmi-
nation of continuous efforts
that began nine months ago.
KSF kept working along with
the legal team to remove the
unjustified decision against
Kuwait Shooting, adding that
KSF board of directors, held
the belief that Kuwait ’s
shooter had legal right to
represent their country under
Kuwait’s flag at international
tournaments and events. 

Engineer Duaij Al-Otaibi,
on behalf of the board of
directors and the shooting
community, congratulated
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,

Commerce and Industry Minister, Acting
State Minister for Youth Affairs Khalid Al-
Roudhan, Director General of Public Authority

for Sports Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
President of Kuwait Olympic
Committee Sheikh Fahad
Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, Kuwait
Athletes and all the people of
Kuwait for this just ruling, and
hoped that the suspension be
lifted from all sports activities.

Al-Otaibi thanked all the
presidents of shooting federa-
tions around the world who
expressed their support
towards Kuwait’s plight with
this issue. He also thanked the
legal team in Kuwait and
abroad for their efforts that
resulted in lifting the suspen-
sion of the shooting participa-
tion in the ISSF agenda events.

Meanwhile, Secretary
General of KSF and ASF Obaid
Al-Osaimi said KSSC will go
ahead with its demands of all
its rights that it was deprived
of due to the unjust decision
by the International Olympic
Committee and ISSF, follow-
ing the final ruling by CAS. He
said KSSC will issue a detailed
statement in few days to
explain the most important
rulings for Kuwait sport dur-
ing the entire suspension

period. He said the demands include material
and moral compensations for the harms
Kuwait shooters have endured.

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank’s bowling team came
in first place and won the 2017 Kuwait Banks
Club (KBA) bowling league tournament. The
tournament, which was held at Salmiya’s Cosmo
bowling center, witnessed an incredible come
back by our team that qualified in 4th position
and defeated 3rd place team (NBK) then 2nd
place team (Burgan) then went on to beat  1st
place position (Gulf Bank) to be dubbed as the
tournament’s new champions.

On this occasion,  Ahli  United Bank
announced that “The Bank’s keen interest in
sports, and driving employees’ potentials to
participate in a number of different sports and
activities, reaffirms AUB’s overall philosophy in
nurturing the importance of such sports that
reflect on strong healthy outcomes, harnessing
positive team collaboration and spirit .
Moreover, by participating in various athletic
activities, teams thoroughly understand the
importance of role exchange, which positively
reflects on their work”. 

The Bank added, “We are proud of our team
which came in first place in the bowling champi-
onship as the tournament is considered one of
the key activities that is organized by KBA, and
one which witnesses large participation from
members of the local banking community”. Ahli
United Bank thanked the organizing committee,
as well as Cosmo’s management for continuous-
ly hosting and managing the championship.

GLASGOW: A second-half penalty by Scott
Sinclair sealed a 2-0 win for champions Celtic
over bitter rivals Rangers and a place in the
Scottish Cup final yesterday. Sinclair’s penalty
and a first-half effort by Callum McGregor set
them up with a May 27 date with Aberdeen-
who beat holders Hibs 3-2 on Saturday-and a
potential domestic treble for the first time in
16 years. 

McGregor and Sinclair ’s goals avenged
defeat at the hands of Rangers at the same
stage last year and extended their unbeaten
run to 41 domestic matches this season. It
brings to an end a 92-year Hampden Park
hoodoo for Celtic, who failed to beat Rangers
in the last four of the competition on their
previous five attempts since their last victory
at this stage in 1925. Celtic manager Brendan
Rodgers said his side was a joy to watch.

“Everything you would want from your
team to play in terms of composure, tempera-
ment and technical quality,” purred Rodgers.

“We restricted Rangers to very few opportuni-
ties and the only disappointment was we did-
n’t score more.” His Rangers counterpart Pedro
Caixinha felt his side showed Celtic too much
respect in the first half.

“At half-time we tried to change some
things but I think we needed to be more
aggressive in defending,” he said. “I think they
deserved to win but we could have done, and
should have done, much better.” Rangers
kicked off at Hampden but it was to be the
closest they were to the ball for the majority of
the half. Rangers had conceded just once in
their previous five games, but with Celtic
enjoying the lion’s share of possession a goal
seemed inevitable and it duly came through
McGregor. Moussa Dembele brought down
Mikel Lustig’s long ball over the top of the
Rangers defence and laid it back into the path
of the Scottish midfielder, whose first-time
strike with his left-foot rolled into the bottom
corner.—AFP 
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Skeet Shooter Eman Al-Shamma won the Silver medal while shoot-
er Afrah bin Hussein won the Bronze during HH The Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
International Grand Prix held in Italy.
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