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Hayley Williams wanted to disband
Paramore two years ago. The 28-
year-old singer admits in-fighting

including the public criticisms and accu-
sations of being controlling she faced on
the departures of guitarist Josh Farro, her
ex-boyfriend, and his brother, drummer
Zac - who has since rejoined - in 2010 and
bassist Jeremy Davis leaving two years
ago and launching a lawsuit against her
and guitarist Taylor York left her feeling
drained and seeking a fresh start. She
admitted: “Two years ago I asked Taylor if
we could start a new band. I was so sick of
this thing. I said we should just try some-
thing new, give it a new name.” Taylor
added: “I’ve wanted to quit this band so
many times. Going through all this con-
flict and drama over the years ... I was just
like, ‘Man, I feel like we can keep going,
but this is not worth it if we don’t want to
be here.’ “ And the pair are unsure as to

why they have continued. Hayley told the
Guardian newspaper: “Honestly, I don’t
know. We, for some reason, kept showing
up and kept writing and, little by little, the
songs got better and we got a little more
inspired to do it.” When Jeremy quit and
sued for unpaid royalties, arguing the trio
had agreed to share authorship of all the
tracks on their 2014 self-titled album,
but he had just one credit, Taylor admit-
ted he was too “numb” to care. He said: “I
was just numb. It was just another drama
and another example of being in a band
and it being really difficult, and feeling
bad about that. We have the coolest job
ever but why does it have to be so hard?”
And while they are not allowed to
address his departure directly, Hayley
maintains the lawsuit is “bulls**t”. She
said: “What I will say is that it’s such
bulls**t that we’re in a lawsuit. I wasn’t
OK for a while; maybe I’m still not.”

Mystery Jets never want their albums to
sound similar. The ‘Young Love’ hitmak-
ers are working on the follow-up to

2016’s ‘Curve of the Earth’ but the record will be
much more “grounded” than that LP was.
Songwriter Henry Harrison said: “We’ve always
had a policy of writing album from a different
place so that it never sounds similar. ‘Curve of
the Earth’ had a massive step to it and we
wouldn’t go there again.  “This new album is
very much more grounded and with this world
getting much more fractious and divided so I
think we’re going more into that arena.” And
singer and co-writer Blaine Harrison, who is
Henry’s son, feels the band have a “duty” to
write about the current political situation. He
told BANG Showbiz: “I’ve got to the point where
now as a songwriter, I’m much more fascinated
with what’s going on outside my window, on a
larger stage, music should have the capacity to
make you think as well as feel and I think that
sometimes songwriters shy away from what’s
happening in the news. “Not to say we are
going to write a politically-orientated record
but actually we are living in a very interesting
time and I think it’s not the time to shy away
from that as a songwriter.  “I think it’s our duty.”
Henry added: “Blaine has been living near
Trafalgar Square and has virtually been going
every march, every weekend and saying ‘Dad,
this is it, this is what we’re writing about’. Not
just the marches but the actual conflicts of
belief and perspective which people are going
through but very non-political, it’s the feelings
that lie behind all that activity that we are actu-
ally trying to get into. “We are well into it and
we’re feeling very good about it.”

Mystery Jets make 
different music 

Bella Hadid wasn’t allowed to buy
any designer garments until she was
18.  The 20-year-old supermodel has

revealed her mother Yolanda encouraged
her and her older sister Gigi, 21, to
“obsess” over shoes, but the 53-year-old
parent forbid her daughters from splash-
ing out on luxury items until they reached
the milestone and could afford to pur-
chase the expensive product themselves.
Speaking in a Facebook Live Q&A with
Grazia magazine, the brunette beauty
said: “My mum started us with obsessing
[over shoes], she always told us when we
were 18 we couldn’t have anything
designer until we were 18 and could
afford it by ourselves. So I bought my first
pair of Louboutins when I was 18, when I
could afford it, and the same with my sis-
ter.” But the catwalk icon - who has graced
the catwalk for prestigious fashion brands
including Balmain, Fendi and Victoria’s
Secret - has admitted the red-soled stilet-

tos are utterly ruined now because she has
worn them to death.  She explained: “Now,
if you saw those Louboutins you would
laugh at me I think I should frame them. I
wore them to every single fitting, every
single casting since I was 17. They are
dead. No they are past tired. They don’t
even know where they live any more, they
are scared for their life.” But Bella now has
three shoe wardrobes to select from as
she swaps footwear with her sibling, who
has “the coolest shoes” and her mum,
although ‘The Real Housewives of Beverly
Hills’ star doesn’t like it when her brood
raids her wardrobe and don’t return her
possessions. Bella continued: “She [Gigi]
has the coolest shoes.  “Now we switch
shoes, so if she has a pair of shoes why do
I need to buy them? We have three closets
of shoes pretty much, which is amazing.
My mum doesn’t let us borrow her shoes
anymore because we steal them and for-
get to give them back.” — Bang Showbiz
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Dwayne ‘The Rock’ Johnson is wanted
for a ‘Fast and Furious’ spin-off. The
44-year-old actor has been a fan

favorite since his character Luke Hobbs
joined the franchise in ‘Fast Five’, and
Universal Pictures are now hoping to make a
movie about him, which would also feature
Jason Statham’s Decker Shaw and series
newcomer Charlize Theron’s Cipher, who
made her debut in the new ‘Fate of the
Furious’ film. According to Variety, Chris
Morgan will remain attached to his charac-
ters and will pen the script, though the idea
is still in preliminary stages and nothing has
been written as yet. The three cast members
have also not signed any contracts for the
project. The spin-off has reportedly been in
the work since as far back as ‘Fast Five’

because of Luke’s instant popularity, though
there were no plans on how to move it for-
ward until Jason joined the franchise for the
seventh installment and had instant chem-
istry with Dwayne. And Charlize is a late
addition to the mooted project, with bosses
having seen how well her character has
been received. The spin-off is expected to
revolve around Luke and Decker teaming up
to go after Cipher. The news comes after it
was recently reported Dwayne is expected
to appear in the ninth ‘Fast and Furious’ film,
despite claims he and his co-star Vin Diesel,
who portrays Dominic Torreto in the films,
clashed on set. Both both stars are believed
to be “1000 per cent” up for a follow-up in
the future.  Last year, Dwayne slammed his
“male co-stars” on the franchise for not act-

ing like “true professionals”, and it is believed
the post was directed to 49-year-old Vin.  His
Instagram comment read: “This is my final
week of shooting #FastAndFurious8. There’s
no other franchise that gets my blood boil-
ing more than this one. An incredible hard
working crew. UNIVERSAL has been great
partners as well. My female co-stars are
always amazing and I love ‘em.  “My male
co-stars however are a different story.
Some conduct themselves as stand up
men and true professionals, while others
don’t. The ones that don’t are too chicken
s**t to do anything about it anyway. Candy
asses. When you watch this movie next
April and it seems like I’m not acting in
some of these scenes and my blood is legit
boiling - you’re right. (sic).”

Dwayne Johnson eyed for Fast and Furious spin-off 

Plans for a George Michael tribute concert
have been thrown into doubt because his
family haven’t approved the show. The late

singer’s friend, Dame Esther Rantzen, had hoped
to organize a musical performance in honor of
the ‘Careless Whisper’ hitmaker - who was found
dead on Christmas Day last year - in order to
raise money for charity, and will meet with his
loved ones later this week in order to ask for the
go-ahead. However, insiders think there is only a
“50/50” chance they will say yes. A source told
the Sunday Mirror newspaper: “The most impor-
tant thing about organizing this is that the fami-
ly approve of everything. “Esther and the organ-
izers didn’t want to jump the gun and start mak-
ing arrangements before they had spoken with
them. “At the moment there is a big possibility it
won’t happen because the family aren’t on
board. The meeting will either make or break
plans.” Esther - who founded Childline, a charity

George previously gave £2 million to from royal-
ties from his single ‘Jesus To A Child’ - had hoped
to stage the concert at London’s Royal Albert
Hall in October. She previously said: “It is still on
the cards and we are still hoping it will happen,
but we haven’t approached his family yet - we
don’t want to be insensitive and we have been
waiting for the right time. “He was so extraordi-
nary in his generosity to Childline - he absolutely
got our vision - and we would love to be able to
pay tribute to him in our 30th year. “The idea we
have at the moment is for the group of charities
he supported to join together for the concert.
That’s our hope. “It would be a tremendous way
of fundraising in his memory.” A spokesperson
for George confirmed there have been
approaches about a possible tribute but insisted
nothing has yet been given the go-ahead. They
said: “We have been approached but nothing’s
been decided.”

Aled Jones 
wants mainstream

classical stars

Aled Jones thinks more classical artists
should compete on TV talent shows.
The 46-year-old singer believes pro-

grams such as ‘Britain’s Got Talent’ have done
a great job of promoting singers and groups
that otherwise wouldn’t get much main-
stream exposure. Asked if more classical
artists should compete on TV, he said “Why
not - it’s up to them to enter I suppose.  “It’s a
great opportunity for them and it has
worked for Susan Boyle and Collabro. I’m
very much for giving classical music to the
masses - if you want to do it get up and do
it.” Aled was very proud to be the best selling
classical artist of 2016, not least because his
‘One Voice’ LP outsold the likes of Zayn Malik.
He told BANG Showbiz: “This is album 31 or
32 and I was number one in the classic chart
and pop chart.  “I was told that one week I
was outselling Zayn Malik, which is great if
it’s true!  “The album also outsold Adele in
physical copies but not downloads.  The
hardworking ‘Songs of Praise’ host is very
busy with his music career and as well as
going out on the road, he’ll be releasing
another new album later this year. He said: “I
have an album coming out in the end of the
year, but I’m not really sure what will be on
the album yet. “I’ve just come back from
Australia, I was number one there. I am tour-
ing in May then going back to Australia for
another tour there. “And I worked with Dame
Vera Lynn on her latest album.”

Amy Schumer developed chronic bronchi-
tis while shooting ‘Snatched’. The 35-year-
old actress was hospitalised with the

potentially-dangerous lung infection while film-
ing for the forthcoming comedy with Goldie
Hawn and has admitted, although she had to
jump straight back onto set after she was dis-
charged, she thoroughly enjoyed her time -
despite being covered in chicken poop - with
the blonde beauty. Speaking to Empire maga-
zine, she said: “At one point during the shoot, I
was hospitalized for chronic bronchitis, and as
soon as I was discharged we were doing night
shoots from around 6pm until 6am. I’d find
myself on the back of a truck full of pooping
chickens and think: ‘ Is this the glamorous
dream?’ But Goldie and I laughed really hard
every day. It’s a real proper action movie. It’s
crazy.” The blonde beauty portrays Emily
Middleton in the forthcoming blockbuster,
which will drop in cinemas at the beginning of
next month, alongside Goldie’s Linda Middleton
and has admitted, although the plot was simple,
she was concerned she’d offend. She explained:
“The plot is simple: I was supposed to go on

vacation to South America with my boyfriend
and, after he breaks up with me, I cannot get
anyone else in the world to go with me. I beg my
mum to go and she’s afraid of everything and
then the kidnap happens. I’m aware that it’s such
a sensitive time with other cultures and I don’t
want people to think I’m stereotyping South
Americans, saying they’re all kidnappers. It’s
more about highlighting my ignorance, as as
ugly American who goes somewhere without
speaking the language at all. It’s ultimately mak-
ing fun of American entitlement.”

Schumer had chronic
bronchitis filming ‘Snatched’ 

Vin Diesel was given a “secret script” for ‘Guardians of the
Galaxy’. The 49-year-old actor admits it was a “challenge” to
voice Groot - who had a vocabulary of just three words - but

he was given a lot of pointers in how to express the emotion the
tree-like alien was trying to say. He said: “Groot is - always chal-
lenging to play. As an audience what you hear is, ‘I am Groot’, but
he is expressing himself and you have to try and convey what he
intends to say and his emotions in those three words. “I actually
had a secret script where I was told what Groot was trying to say.
That made him a lot of fun to voice.” And Vin was also proud to say
his line in 16 different languages for the various international ver-
sions of the film. He told the Daily Star on Sunday newspaper:
“Korean was interesting. “It was cool though because in some
countries people have only heard my characters with voice actors.
It was good to know people would finally hear me.” Though Groot
sacrificed himself at the end of the 2014 movie, Vin is back again in
‘Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2’ voicing Baby Groot, and thinks the
two characters are very different. He said: “Groot in the first movie
was a college-level Groot. 

Vin Diesel’s secret script 


