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Barzani hails Kuwaitis’ 
unity during invasion

Kuwait plays integral role within region, world: Zebari
IRBIL: The Kuwaiti people set a remarkable example of
national unity during the 1990 invasion, said President
of the Iraqi Kurdistan Region Masoud Barzani. His
statement came while receiving a delegation of
Kuwaiti journalists and media figures, where he
extoled strong ties between the autonomous region
and Kuwait, underlining that Kuwaiti humanitarian aid
to the region has highly contributed in alleviating suf-
fering of the displaced, as well as lessening the burden
off local authorities.

On the referendum slated for next September,
Barzani played down fears suggesting that the move
will be received as a “great danger” threatening the
region, recapitulating at the same time that the current
situation would do so. Neighboring countries should
not fear the referendum, as Iraq’s Kurdistan - through-
out the last 26 years - proved to be a factor of stability in
the region, and it will continue to be so, which would
boost economic and political ties even further, he not-
ed. Both Iran and Turkey oppose holding the referen-
dum slated for Sept 25 to determine the region’s inde-
pendence from Iraq.

Yet, according to Barzani, the United States did not
oppose the move, but has shown some reservation, say-
ing it was “not the right time” to hold it.  He broke down
the history between the people of Kurdistan and suc-
cessive Iraqi governments into two major phases - from
1920 to 2003 and from 2003 (the ousting of Saddam
Hussein) until now.

Continued on Page 2

KUWAIT: S&P Global has maintained Kuwait’s credit
rating at AA with a stable outlook.  On its website
late Friday, the rating agency said the stable out-
look reflected its expectation that Kuwait’s public
and external balance sheets will remain strong
over the forecast horizon, backed by a significant
stock of financial assets.  I ts report said that
Kuwait’s internal and external financial positions
are expected to have a strong future economic out-
look backed by huge financial assets.  

The sharp fall in oil prices since 2014 has caused
a significant deterioration in Kuwait’s income levels
- as measured by GDP per capita - as well as in its
fiscal and external metrics, as has happened with
other large oil exporters. However, the creation of
large fiscal and external assets via the transfer of
past oil windfalls has afforded Kuwaiti policymak-
ers the space to counter slowing growth by
increased spending, particularly on infrastructure
projects.

Continued on Page 11 IRBIL: A Kuwaiti delegation of journalists and media figures meets President of the Iraqi Kurdistan region
Masoud Barzani. — KUNA 

S&P maintains 
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IRBIL: The Kuwaiti delegation of journalists and media figures meets with President of the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region Masoud Barzani.

The Kuwaiti delegation of journalists and media figures meets with former Foreign Minister of Iraq
Hoshyar Zebari.

Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan meets President of the Iraqi Kurdistan Region
Masoud Barzani (left) and former Foreign Minister of Iraq Hoshyar Zebari (right).

Kuwaiti General Consul to the Kurdistan Region
Omar Al-Kanderi hands President of the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region Masoud Barzani a copy of a film
documenting Kuwait’s relief aid efforts in the region.

President of the Iraqi Kurdistan Region Masoud
Barzani meets with Deputy Director General for
Editorial Affairs and Editor-in-Chief of Kuwait
News Agency Saad Al-Ali.

Continued from Page 1

The people of Kurdistan were never seen as partners, for
the simple fact that it refuses to be a follower, or excluded
for that matter, Barzani noted. This is why we need to be
good neighbors in order to prevent bigger problems to
arise, he said.  On the current security situation in recently-
liberated Mosul, Kurdistan’s largest city, Barzani said if it
was not for the Peshmerga (Kurdistan’s military), the legacy
of the so-called Islamic State (IS) would had never been
destroyed. On July 10, Iraq announced the liberation of
Mosul from the grip of IS.

Strong presence
On the account of its strong presence within the politi-

cal and humanitarian spheres, Kuwait is playing an integral
role within the regional and international domains, said
former Foreign Minister of Iraq Hoshyar Zebari on Friday.
Speaking to the delegation of Kuwaiti journalists and
media personnel, Zebari lauded the strong ties linking
Kuwait and Iraq, affirming that Kuwaiti humanitarian con-
tributions, especially in the Kurdistan region, were strongly
admired and respected.

Zebari said that his meeting with the Kuwaiti delegation
focused on the political situation in Iraq, in addition to

recent developments in the region. Zebari took the chance
to laud the relations between Kuwait and Iraq’s Kurdistan,
saying that the two sides were eager to boost relations in
the future. The former Iraqi foreign minister lauded HH the
Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s
efforts to resolve regional disputes, especially the current
one pitting several GCC countries plus Egypt against Qatar.
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah is respected by several Arab and
world countries, and his role in trying to end the conflict is
well appreciated, said Zebari.

Meanwhile, Zebari touched on the planned referendum
by the Kurdistan region on Sept 25, which will ask people

whether they would rather separate from Iraq or stay with-
in a federal Iraqi system. The official affirmed that the
Kurdistan region would carry on with its planned referen-
dum despite the objection of several countries including
the US, Iran, Turkey, and others. The procedure will not
affect efforts to battle IS, he stressed.

The Kuwaiti media delegation consists of several senior
journalists and chief editors, including Kuwait Times
Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan and KUNA’s
Deputy Director General for Editorial Affairs and Editor-in-
Chief Saad Al-Ali. The delegation began its visit to Irbil on
Aug 3. —KUNA

K U WA I T:  E n gi n e e r  B a d e r  A l - S a l m a n  -
Pre s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Fe d e r a t i o n  o f  Ku w a i t i
Engineering Offices and Consultant Houses
we l co m e d  t h e  co nve n i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t
Co n s u l t i n g  S e r v i ce s  fo r  G ove r n m e n t a l
Projects Forum under the motto of ‘Towards
Professional  and Transparent Consult ing
Services.’

Salman said in a press release yesterday
that he is delighted with the patronage of His
Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, the Prime Minister of the State of
Kuwait, of the event that will be organized by
NoufEXPO at Al-Baraka Ballroom of Crowne
Plaza hotel from 17 to 19 September 2017. He
was also delighted to announce that ‘ENCON1’
will be inaugurated by Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, the Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs.

Development plan
Salman said that  ENCON1 wil l  discuss

Kuwait’s development plan of 2035 and how
consulting services can be leveraged to form
the strong base upon which the projects of
the plan can be, professionally,  executed
throughout all phases. He added, “The patron-
age of His Highness the Prime Minister and
the inauguration of Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdulla represent a much welcomed and
needed support that will help us boost our
eff ic ienc y,  productivity,  and governance
frameworks while executing projects. This will,
definitely, improve the level of professionalism
and transparenc y that  the Federat ion of
Kuwaiti Engineering Offices and Consultant
Houses strives to achieve.”

Salman added, “Consulting services repre-
sent the corner stone for all projects regard-
less of their classification or size. These servic-
es are the first building block upon which all
other phases are built. More professional and
more transparent consulting services help us
execute projects successfully according to
their specifications, within allocated budgets,
and within assigned timeframes. ENCON1’s
motto of  “ Towards Professional  and
Transparent Consulting Services” confirms that
these values should govern projects’ life cycle
throughout in order to achieve the vision of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah A-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to brand Kuwait a global
financial and trade center.”

Course of action 
Commenting on ENCON1 proceedings,

“Kuwait’s 2035 Plan is the course of action

needed to secure Kuwait’s progress and pros-
perity. The Central Agency for Public Tenders
will make sure that all the Plan’s projects are
executed with the highest standards of pro-
fessionalism and transparency. It is, no doubt,
a critical responsibility the Agency carries out
led by Abdullah Saud Al-Abdulrazzak, the
Chairman of the Board, and Haya Al-Wadaani,
the  S ecretar y  Genera l .  The  Genera l
S ecretar iat  of  the  Supreme Counci l  for
P lanning and Development  wi l l  deta i l
Kuwait’s 2035 plan and the many investment
opportunities it will make available for years.
The Supreme Council has been working hard
to deliver this magnificent plan supported by
Hind Subaih Barrak Al-Subaih, the Minister of
Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of State
for Economic Affairs, and Khaled Mahdi, the
Secretary General of the General Secretariat
of the supreme Council  for Planning and
Development.”

He added, “ENCON1’s objectives and topics
responds to the guarantees and assurances that
local and foreign investors seek, especially the
members of Kuwaiti Engineering Offices and
Consultant Houses with their diverse specialties
spanning consulting services, project manage-
ment, and economic and financial services. The
private sector is invited to lead Kuwait’s econom-
ic development by encouraging competitiveness
and improving efficiency benefiting from a gen-
uine governmental support. All this should be
accomplished while preserving Kuwait’s social
values, achieving human resources development
and balanced growth; developing mandatory fit
infrastructure, and setting necessary legislations
and regulations. ENCON1 will have its impact on
improving professional qualifications, enforcing
transparency values, and exhibiting best techni-

cal practices to lead
Kuwait’s development
plans in this highly
competitive, globally
open, and digitally
driven market.”

Event’s program
Salman outl ined

ENCON1’s program.
He said that the event
will feature panel dis-
cussions with partici-
pation of leaderships
from the Central
Agenc y for  Publ ic
Tenders, the General
Secretar iat  of  the

Supreme Counci l  for  Planning and
Development, audit organizations such as
State Audit Bureau and the Department of
Legal Advice and Legislation, and the United
Nations Development Program. Improving
and shortening the documentary and busi-
ness c ycle wil l  be among the hot topics.
Technical sessions will be delivered by special-
ized companies presenting their views on
design, supervision, and project management
practices of both engineering and administra-
tive aspects of projects. Finally, ENCON1 will
feature informative workshops that will dis-
cuss the documentary cycle of projects and
variation orders of consulting contracts. 

In conclusion, Salman extended his invita-
tion to engineering offices and consulting
firms, as well as forms specialized in adminis-
trative, economic, or financial services to par-
t ic ipate effec t ively  at  this  f i rst  round of
ENCON1. He also invited consultants, engi-
neering information systems analysts, project
management specialists, and audit and gover-
nance specialists to benefit from this impor-
tant event. He emphasized the excellent busi-
ness development and networking opportuni-
ty that ENCON1’s accompanying exhibition
will provide to sponsoring companies where
they will be able to showcase their specialized
services and technologies. Salman invited all
interested sponsors, organizations, and indi-
viduals to contact the organizing company,
NoufEXPO on their  phone number +965
22469921. They can also send their inquiries
to info@noufexpo.com.kw, or visit ENCON1
website at www.noufexpo.com.kw/encon1.
The Federation of Kuwaiti Engineering Offices
and Consultant Houses may be also contacted
on +965 22420482 or website www.oiace.com.

KUWAIT: Living up to its status as a humanitarian
center, Kuwait continued its relief action and
campaigns to all those in need in the Middle East
region and beyond throughout the just-ended
week. On Sunday, Kuwaiti Embassy in Tanzania
celebrated the installation of six new water wells
in two villages in Tanzania; this takes the total
number of Kuwait-funded wells in the African
country to 35. The wells are part of the ‘water well
for each school’ initiative launched by Kuwait
Embassy in Tanzania and funded by a number of
Kuwaiti bodies and charities. Ambassador to
Tanzania Jassem Al-Najem stressed Kuwait’s
keenness on providing life-saving assistance, edu-
cation, healthcare, clean water to all countries in
need. Najem praised Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS)’s humanitarian actions and continued
cooperation with the embassy in Tanzania, which
resulted in inaugurating 16 wells in a number of
schools in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, in collabora-
tion with other Kuwaiti humanitarian bodies.

On Sunday as well, a Kuwaiti charity kicked off
a humanitarian initiative to support development
in Jerusalem’s sacrosanct Al-Aqsa mosque.
Chairman of Kuwait’s International Islamic
Charitable Organization (IICO) Dr Abdullah Al-
Matouq hailed the endeavor as an effort to pro-
tect holy Islamic sites and to tackle unemploy-
ment through providing jobs.  He revealed that
the campaign was comprised of projects that run
the gamut from educational and food aid to infra-
structure and healthcare development, saying
Kuwait “deplores Israel’s wanton attacks on our
Palestinian brothers.”

Matouq, who is also the UN’s Special Envoy for
Humanitarian Affairs and advisor to Kuwait’s
Amiri Diwan, lamented the fact that around 82
percent of Palestinians in Jerusalem live below
the poverty line. He stressed that coming to the
aid of the Palestinian people was both a humani-
tarian and religious obligation.

Jerusalem
On Monday, Kuwait Red Crescent Society

(KRCS) offered food parcels to Jerusalemites sta-
tioned at the gates of the city since the beginning
of Al-Aqsa crisis, KRCS Secretary General Maha Al-
Barjas said. Barjas added that KRCS has been of
great support to the Palestinian people in various
humanitarian relief aspects. The meals and cold
drinks were offered to the Palestinians stationed
at Al-Aqsa Mosque gates on a daily basis, as the
meals reached 5,000. Kuwait has offered such aid
to alleviate the suffering of the Palestinian people
after Israel’s installment of electronic doors on Al-
Aqsa Holy Mosque and the series of restrictions
on worshippers, she said. On Wednesday, Kuwait
has delivered medical equipment worth $145,000

to a cardiac center in the eastern African nation of
Tanzania. Tanzania’s Minister of Health and
Community Development Ummy Mwalim
received the medical supplies that will be used to
equip an operating room in a cardiac center, read
a statement Kuwait’s embassy in Tanzania. The
medical aid would help prop up the impover-
ished nation’s ailing healthcare sector, where one
out every 100 children is affected by a heart disor-
der, Kuwait’s Ambassador to Tanzania Jassem Al-
Najem revealed. Addressing a ceremony where
the supplies were delivered, Mwalim thanked
Kuwait for the aid, saying that the new equip-
ment would ultimately help save more lives.

Syrian refugees
On Thursday, some 28 trainees have success-

fully completed the first “psychological counsel-
ing” program organized by the “Tarahom” (com-
passion) of Kuwait’s International Islamic Charity
Organization (IICO) aiming to help the Syrian
refugees in Jordan. The graduation ceremony was
held in Amman, attended by Kuwait’s
Ambassador to the Jordan Dr Hamad Al-Duaij,
head of Tarahom Nasser Al-Bassam, the general
supervisor of the IICO office in the Kingdom Khalil
Hamad and representatives from the Jordanian
Islamic Charity Center Society.

The huge effects of the conflict in Syria have
prompted the training program to prepare spe-
cialists in relief and psychological treatment of
the Syrian refugees, envoy Hamad told KUNA on
the sidelines of the event. Since the eruption of
the Syrian crisis, the Kuwaiti official and popular
agencies have been providing due financial and
spiritual aid to the Syrian refugees, in line with the
noble directives of the Kuwaiti higher leadership
to pay utmost attention to the issue, he added.
Tarahom’s adoption of the program has been
motivated by a desire to share the “Syrian broth-
ers” their plight, and offering them psychological
assistance, Bassam said. The psychological coun-
seling training program is among the team’s
major projects in Jordan, he noted.

Meanwhile, head of the psychological sup-
port and the general supervisor of the programs
Dr Othman Al-Asfour, said that during the five-
month training covered how to handle psycho-
logical crises. There are many Syrian refugees
who are suffering psychological setbacks due to
the war at home and the ensued sever impacts
on them, Asfour said. Board Chairman of the
Jordanian Islamic Charity Center Society Dr
Jameel Al-Duissat, lauded Kuwait’s “fruitful”
cooperation for providing the spiritual support
to the Syrian refugees through dispatching psy-
chology specialists and academics to the
Kingdom. —KUNA

NoufEXPO organizes 1st Consulting Services
for Governmental Projects Forum (ENCON1)
‘The 2035 Plan will help Kuwait become an advanced country’

Weekly roundup of 
Kuwaiti relief efforts
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Healthcare in Kuwait

For several years, expats in Kuwait have been paying
about KD 50 to health insurance companies for every
year of their residencies. However, expatriates cannot

renew their residencies unless they pay the health insurance
fees, so they wonder where all this money goes and what do
they get in return? They also pay for healthcare services at
hospitals, which raises a big question among expatriates
about the benefit of paying in advance. 

Now the health ministry decided to increase health serv-
ice fees for expatriates from October 1, especially with the
near-completion of the health insurance hospital project,
which will launch in 2018. The annual health guarantee paid
by the expatriates will remain unchanged until 2020. Minister
of Health Dr Jamal Al-Harbi approved the implementation of
new fees from October, but the ministry did not add new
charges for health insurance for expatriates, which is
between KD 30 and KD 50. The new list will include some
exemptions. 

Health insurance centers and hospitals are expected to
serve more than 1.8 million expatriates working in the private
sector, which will reduce the pressure on the facilities of the
ministry and contribute to improving the level of medical
services. The problem here is not with the desire of the health
ministry to cooperate with health insurance companies or
others, but with those who are under fixed salaries and fami-
lies who are affected even without any change in the old
fees, aside from the high cost of living and school fees. 

Such regulations will only lead to some families quitting
Kuwait, leaving the fathers behind alone. The presence of
families in the country stimulates the local economy, because
it leads the expatriate to spend his salary in the country. He
will now have to spend more to provide health services for
his wife and children but with no change to his salary. It
would have been better to find out the opinion of expats
from various categories before issuing decisions that make
them feel confused and worried. Expatriates are forced to pay
extra fees for x-rays, surgery and medicine, so what is the use
of insurance which they paid for?

There are fundamental differences in the issue of health
insurance for expatriates - for example, those who receive a
salary of more than KD 3,000 are not the same as those who
receive KD 200 per month. The former will not be harmed if
he pays any increase in health insurance, but the latter will
surely be affected badly. 

In 2015, a proposal was made by a committee of the
Supreme Planning Council, which I think could work out if
the Ministry of Health (MoH) had a strategy similar to the rest
of the GCC on the medical treatment of expats. The proposal
suggested canceling health insurance for expatriates and
treating them in private hospitals through insurance compa-
nies. This system is highly effective in the UAE.

But the main obstacle in Kuwait was that there are no pri-
vate hospitals that are able to accommodate the large num-
ber of expats in Kuwait - around 2.7 million. So, they adopted
the solution of segregating clinics and distributing patients in
the morning and evening periods.

The problem in the health sector is that even the idea of
completing a hospital takes many years, followed by the
issues of medical equipment and employment. Therefore, talk
about any development and modification should not be
based on who pays the fees and who does not. Quantitative
and qualitative studies should be applied before issuing any
new law or regulation. 

Local spotlight

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The recent decision by the
Health Ministry approving an increase
in fees for healthcare services in the
public sector for foreign residents and
visitors was shocking news for many
expats, who already face difficult liv-
ing conditions in the country. 

Murad, 55, cautioned against the
effects of this decision. “This will have
a negative impact on the country, as
families will leave Kuwait for their
home countries and only bachelors
will remain here. The demography of
the country will be similar to what it
was in the 1960s or early 1990s,” he
told Kuwait Times. “My salary hasn’t
increased, while prices are rising.
Prices of commodities, rent and also
fuel went up last year, and recently of
electricity as well. Now they want to
increase healthcare fees in the public
sector, which is really ridiculous,” he
fumed. 

Mazen is also against such an

increase, but admits he has no control
over it. “Since we pay medical insur-
ance, why should we pay additional
fees for healthcare services? We are
used to facing tough situations,
oppression and dealing with difficul-
ties, as we have lost our home coun-
try,” he noted. 

Hani suggested changing the
health insurance system. “Since new
fees will come into effect, the annual
health insurance of KD 50 should be
optional instead of obligatory.
Everybody should be free to choose
either the old fees and paying the
obligatory insurance, or the new high-
er fees and not paying any annual
insurance. This is more acceptable,” he
stated. 

The new fees are OK for Abdullatif,
but with conditions. “If it’s a must for
the health ministry to increase the
fees for medical services, so be it, pro-
vided that these services are
improved and are of the best quality
that can be presented. And hopefully,

squandering of funds will be elimi-
nated in all departments of the min-
istry,” he said.

Huda said although this decision is
unpleasant for her, it may bring some
benefits. “When the fees will increase,
many people who were going to the
hospital for very minor ailments will
stop doing so, so the waiting time will
be shorter,” she said. 

Manal believes this decision is in
favor of the private sector. “I don’t
think these new fees are fair, as they
are similar to fees in private clinics.
People go to public hospitals as they
don’t have money and can’t afford it,
so this decision is oppressive. This
decision is not against expats to force
them to leave, but to encourage peo-
ple to go to private hospitals. I won’t
be affected by this decision as I have
insurance from my company. But it
will affect my mother, who already has
to wait in the queue for five hours,
and she will even have to pay more,”
she rued.

Expats react to
new health fees

Investment
Authority sells 
its Areva stake

KUWAIT: The Public Investment Authority (PIA) has
sold its share, 4.8 percent, in the French energy com-
pany Areva to the French Government at a  value of
euro 83 million ($97.7 million), the PIA said in a state-
ment yesterday. Despite losses in the PIA investments
in Areva, the authority has succeeded in posting KD
45.2 billion (approx. $149 billion) worth of net profits
for the period from 2010-2011 to 2016-2017, during
which it invested in the French company. This assert-
ed PIA’s keenness on diversifying investments to
make profits without being affected by losses in a sin-
gle investment.

The PIA attributed its losses in Avera, specialized in
nuclear power and renewable energy, to repercus-
sions of the 2011 tsunami that hit Japan, namely the
catastrophic destruction of the Fukushima nuclear
reactor.

The authority started investing in Avera on
December 28, 2010, purchasing 4.8 percent stake of
the company’s euro 600 million ($706.5 million) capi-
tal. But after deterioration of investments in the
nuclear energy due to disasters, the authority sought
to withdraw from the company since 2014. The PIA
reached a deal with the French Government to sell its
stake, the statement said, noting that it could not do
so through the bourse because trading on Areva
stocks was quite limited. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior has dis-
missed as “totally untrue” reports circulated
on social media about a special forces’ raid
on a mosque in Sharq district of Kuwait City
and the detention of one person. Neither the
mosque was stormed, nor a person was
detained, the ministry’s Public Relations and
Security Media Department stressed in a
press statement Friday.  It clarified that a
security team had visited the mosque after
coordination with the official in charge there
to examine precautionary measures applied
to guarantee the safety of worshippers.

Both the precautionary measures and
security visits are part of a plan to maintain
the security of all state facilities and wor-
shipping places across the country, it
added. The statement said that the min-
istry’s Undersecretary Gen Mahmoud Al-
Dosari had paid similar regular inspection
visits to similar places. The ministry urged
people to give no heed to these fabricated
news and rumors which are meant to stir
up a disturbance. It added that the ministry
is ready to respond to any queries over the
matter in a transparent manner.

Security measures
The Interior Ministry had announced on

Thursday that pre-emptive security meas-
ures, including deployment of police
patrols and several checkpoints, have been
taken to bring to justice fugitives and crim-
inals who are wanted for justice in relations
to criminal, civilian, etc cases.

In a press statement, the ministry said
the adopted security measures cover the
state’s six governorates and do not focus
on a certain area. It added that the ministry
would forge ahead with shouldering its

responsibilities and carrying out its duties
in accordance to a comprehensive security
plan to which all the ministry departments
are contributing.

The ministry urged citizenry and resi-
dents to cooperate with security people
and carry with their IDs and personal docu-
ments. It stressed that the measures aim to
maintain the country’s security and peo-
ple’s safety. It called on all people to refrain
from circulating inaccurate information,
adding that it is ready to respond to any
query. —KUNA

Reports about storming mosque in
Sharq are groundless: Interior Ministry

Measures to arrest fugitives cover the whole country

Over 175 kg of drugs
seized in three months

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry’s Assistant
Undersecretary for Criminal Security
Major General Khalid Al-Dayeen warned
against the dangers of drugs as it threat-
ens the country’s safety, social stability
and the youth. He said that officers from
the Drugs Control General Department, a
subdivision of the Criminal Security
Department, were able during the sec-
ond quarter of this year (April, May and
June) to confiscate 9.16 kg of shabu
(methamphetamine), 3.13 kg of heroin,
148 kg of hashish, seven kg of marijuana,
seven kg of chemical (synthetic marijua-
na with added chemicals), one kg of opi-
um, 177,000 psycho-active tablets in
addition to 5,500 imported liquor bottles.

Restaurant fire
Fire broke out in a Fahaheel restau-

rant after a gas cylinder exploded, injur-
ing three people.  Firemen from
Fahaheel fire station responded and put

out the fire. The three injured people
were treated on site.

Municipality crackdowns
Farwaniya Municipality carried out

inspection campaigns on Khaitan and
Farwaiya restaurants. The crackdowns
resulted in issuing 13 citations for viola-
tions varying between dealing with mate-
rial that have no nutritional value lists
printed on them, dealing with foodstuff
that is unfit for human consumption and
failure to comply with general hygiene
regulations. Meanwhile, Hawally
Municipality said its inspectors destroyed
five tons and 425 kg of food unfit for
human consumption during their inspec-
tion on a coop society’s warehouse. In the
meantime, Farwaniya Municipality’s gen-
eral cleanliness and road occupancy
department carried out a field campaign
on random markets in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh.
The campaign resulted in removing 266
cubic meters of various items and issuing
four citations for roaming vendors.
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Health Minister Dr Jamal Al-Harbi meets with the executive leadership of Georgetown University Hospital.

WASHINGTON: Kuwait’s Health Minister Dr
Jamal Al-Harbi visited Friday Georgetown
University Hospital during which he met with
the executive leadership of the hospital and
met with Kuwaiti patients undergoing treat-
ment there. 

During his visit, Dr Al-Harbi was given a
presentation of the different services the hos-
pital offers in its different departments and dis-
cussed means to further enhance the coopera-
tion and future collaboration. A reception was
also held at the hospital in honor of Dr Harbi,
during which he followed up on the treatment
progress of Kuwaiti patients and listened to a
detailed explanation of their treatment and
recovery plans.

Dr Harbi stressed the importance of his visit
to Georgetown University Hospital, saying he
got a “very positive feedback from our patients
here, where they are very happy not only from
the treatment they are receiving but also the

psychological treatment especially cancer
patients with a tumor who need psychological
support.” He added “we also discussed (with
the hospital’s executive leadership) the
exchange of expertise,” for Kuwaiti doctors to
come here and also for doctors from this hos-
pital to visit Kuwait, as well as nurses “which is
of great importance to enhance and improve
the quality in this regard especially in the
intensive care units.” Other issues discussed
included “ways to improve hospitals manage-
ment, research and the Electronic Medical
Record (EMR),” he noted.

Minister Harbi shed light on the mega hos-
pitals that will inaugurate in Kuwait in the near
future which are Jaber Hospital and Al-Jahraa
Hospital, saying “we invited a team from the
Georgetown University Hospital to visit Kuwait
and visit these hospitals,” and that this reflects
“the very good cooperation between the
Kuwait Healthy Ministry and the Hospital.” 

For his part, President of Georgetown
University Hospital Michael Sachtleben said
“we are so honored to have the Minister here
today.” He added “we are very proud of the
care that we provide here and so thankful to
the Minister and the Kuwaiti people for
entrusting us with the care of their patients
from the youngest to the oldest.”

“Today was a wonderful opportunity for us
to say thank you for that opportunity,” he
remarked. He affirmed “we value our relation-
ship with Kuwait and we look forward to
exploring other opportunities and areas where
we can continue to move forward in our jour-
ney to provide safe, high quality care in part-
nership with the Kuwaiti people.” The Kuwaiti
Health Minister was accompanied during his
visit to the Hospital by his accompanying dele-
gation, the Head of the Kuwait Health Office in
Washington DC Dr Ali El-Enizi and Health
Attache Dr Khaled Abdulghani.  — KUNA

Kuwait’s Health Minister visits
Georgetown University Hospital

Dr Harbi meets Kuwaiti patients

KUWAIT: Women sports in Kuwait had seen
developments on different levels, as some
women were able to represent their country in
various international tournaments. Despite
these developments, this section of sports
needs more attention and support from the
government, allowing women to officially
engage in sports events rather than rely on
their personal efforts.

As part of the government’s efforts to boost
women sports, Kuwait launched the GCC
ladies Olympics in 2008 at Al-Qadsiya Club.
The tournament involved table tennis, basket-
ball, shooting, taekwondo and athletics back
then, while the types of participating games
reached 12 by now.

Obstacles
Chairperson of Kuwait Women Sport

Federation and head of the GCC Women Sport
Committee Sheikha Naima Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah noted yesterday that women sport was
launched in the 1970s by Sheikh Fahad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, who promoted the idea by

forming ladies’ basketball and volleyball
teams. The lack of women sports clubs in the
country, where Al-Fatat Women Sports Club
was the only place available for girls back
then, played a role in preventing the expan-
sion of women sports, Sheikha Naima, also

head of the West Asia Football Federation’s
(WAFF) Women’s Committee said. She added
that the society’s negative views on women
sports also took part in the slow development
of women sports. Speaking of upcoming tour-
naments, the chairperson said Kuwait is set to

hold the GCC women sports tournament for
the second time in April 2019.  Kuwait will also
organize a local sports league for girls’ teams
from Al-Fatat Women Sports Club, Al-Oyoun
Club and Salwa Club. Meanwhile, she noted
that the Kuwaiti team would take part in the

fourth Arab Women Sports Tournament set for
February 2018 in Sharjah.

On all levels
Chairperson of Al-Fatat Women Sports Club

Sheikha Fariha Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah said the
club is working on developing the athletes’
personalities and skills on all levels, to enable
them to participate in regional and interna-
tional events. Meanwhile, chairperson of the
women’s sports committee and member of
the board of Kuwait Olympic Committee
Fatima Hayat noted that the committee has
set a thorough plan to boost women sports in
the country.

The plan includes developing all sections of
this field in cooperation with the Public
Authority for Sports and forming a national
football team to take part in the 2024 World
Cup qualifying rounds. Moreover, it will
involve launching a campaign to bring aware-
ness towards the importance of women sports
and exert efforts to change society’s negative
ideas on the matter, she added. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry, Acting Minister of Youth Affairs Khalid Al-Roudhan awards the winning team at the conclusion of the second annual Women’s Football Tournament organized by the Public Authority for
Sports last June. (Right) A local team poses with their silver medals after finishing second in a local basketball tournament. — KUNA

Kuwait’s women sports:
Continuous developments

Members of the Kuwait women’s football team practice at the Jaber
Stadium.

A member of Kuwait’s national handball team shoots the ball during a
match against the United Arab Emirates.

Female athletes participate in a practice session.

Kuwait’s women football team participate in a training session.

WASHINGTON: Health Minister Dr Jamal Al-Harbi meets
with some Kuwaiti patients undergoing treatment at
Georgetown University Hospital. — KUNA



Envoy attends Iranian
President’s inauguration

TEHRAN: Representative of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, Advisor at Amiri Diwan Yousif Hamad
Al-Ibrahim attended a ceremony yesterday in
Tehran, Iran, where President Hassan Rouhani
took the oath of office for his second term of
presidency. — KUNA

Navy drills planned

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Naval Force is set to carry out
live ammunition exercises today and tomorrow, from
7:00 am until 5:00 pm, the Defense Ministry said on
Friday. The shooting range will be 16.5 nautical miles
east of Ras Al-Julai’a to Qaruh Island, and six nautical
miles east of Ras Azzour to Umm Al-Maradem island,
the ministry added a statement. The ministry urges
sea-goers to steer clear of the area during the period
of the drills just for their own safety. — KUNA

Oil price down
KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil barrel dropped 38
cents reaching $48.77 per barrel on Friday, com-
pared to $49.15 pb on Thursday, said Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) yesterday. Meanwhile,
prices rose in the international markets yesterday,
affected by positive US reports on the rise of
demand for energy. West Texas crude went up 43
cents reaching $49.46 pb, while Brent crude future
contracts rose 39 cents to reach $52.40 pb. — KUNA
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In Brief

KUWAIT: Heads of freshly caught hamour (grouper) fish displayed at the main fish market in Sharq yesterday. People buy the fish heads to be used in making traditional stew dishes. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: Kuwait International Bank (KIB)
recently organized its annual blood dona-
tion campaign for its staff, hosting the
Kuwait Central Blood Bank’s mobile unit for
a one-day blood drive at its head office.
The initiative came as part of the bank’s
ongoing humanitarian efforts to promote
general well-being across society, as it con-
tinues to encourage its employees to take
an active role in giving back to their com-
munity whilst also promoting a health-
conscious culture internally.

The blood donation campaign has
become an annual tradition and a land-
mark component of KIB’s social respon-
sibility program, reflecting the bank’s
continuous commitment towards its
local community. 

Within this context, KIB has always
sought to play an active role on the
national landscape, not only as a finan-
cial institution, but as a socially-con-
scious corporate citizen as well. 

“At KIB, we strongly believe in coming
together to help people in need across the
local community. We hope that by encour-
aging our employees to donate blood, we
can also inspire others to contribute to this

cause that can truly make a difference,”
commented Nawaf Najia, Manager of the
Corporate Communications Unit at KIB. 

“By cooperating with the Central
Blood Bank, we managed to provide
donations that will go towards filling
gaps in the supply of certain blood types,
which in turn can help save the lives of
many in need. 

With this campaign, we also sought to
provide our employees with an opportu-
nity to donate blood, given its many
health benefits.” 

Najia pointed out that the one-day
event managed to attract an impressive
turnout of volunteers from amongst KIB
staff, lauding their efforts and their
strong commitment to the bank’s social
responsibility program and playing an
active role in their community. 

It serves to note that KIB is always
keen on organizing a myriad of commu-
nity-based social and humanitarian ini-
tiatives, under the umbrella of the
bank’s all-encompassing social respon-
sibility strategy, as well as its belief in its
humanitarian responsibility to serve all
segments of the community. 

KIB hosts Kuwait Central
Blood Bank’s mobile unit

KUWAIT: Information about
legal cases will be available
via special  electronic
devices, to be set up in all
Kuwaiti districts soon, the
Minister of Justice said. 

A single apparatus is
already operating on testing
basis at the documentation
department (block 15) at the
ministries’ complex in Al-
Assima (the capital), said Dr
Faleh Al-Azb, also Minister of
State for National Assembly
Affairs, in a statement yesterday.

The self-service information terminals’
project, currently under execution, aims to
enable citizens and expatriates have easy

access to information about
legal cases, arrest warrants
and travel ban orders.
Minister Azb indicated that
the new service would be
part of a package of digital
projects and services to be
launched in the near future.

The terminals ,  to  be
established at all the min-
istry ’s buildings, will pro-
vide information about libel
cases,  he said indicating
that the next phases of the

projec t  would feature  ser v ices  for
lawyers and companies, possibility to
pay fines and fees with maximum secre-
cy security. — KUNA

KUWAIT: EQUATE Petrochemical Company, a
global  producer  of  petrochemicals,
announced its partnership with Omniya in an
aim to protect the environment and reduce
waste by promoting the recycling of plastic
water bottles in Kuwait. 

EQUATE’s Senior Executive of Corporate
Communications and Government Affairs Dr Abeer
Sulaiman Al-Omar:  “Sustainability, which includes
the environment, is a core element at EQUATE, and

we always seek oppor-
tunities that would sup-
port our efforts. Along
those lines, we have
developed EQUATE’s
Sustainability Strategy,
to be fulfilled by 2025,
which is aligned with
the UN Sustainable
Development Goals
and the Kuwait
National Development
Plan 2035. Our partner-
ships with different
stakeholders are key

elements to achieve this strategy to ensure overall
sustainability in Kuwait and with global reach.” In
parallel, the General Manager of Omniya’s PET1
Recycling Factory, Farah Shabaan, said: “On behalf
of Omniya we would like to thank EQUATE for their
trust and support in this project.”

EQUATE Sustainability Committee Member
Asrar Mohammad said, “Our alliance with Omniya
marks a strategic local partnership to ensure a

positive impact on the environment. This partner-
ship encourages utilizing the complete lifecycle
of plastics, such as bottles, which would reduce
waste and support different business sectors.”

This joint initiative commenced in the begin-
ning of 2017 by placing PET recycling containers
at EQUATE’s headquarters and industrial com-

plex to encourage all employees to participate in
the recycling efforts. Additionally, EQUATE spon-
sored the purchase of a truck to pick-up recycled
material throughout Kuwait, as well as 10 recy-
cling bottle booths that are currently distributed
across the country to encourage the public to
recycle plastic bottles.

Justice Minister provides
digital service in all areas

ANKARA: Kuwaitis made up two percent of
total visitors to Turkey’s cosmopolitan city of
Istanbul in the first half of this year, accord-
ing to official statistics. Around 4.38 million
foreign tourists visited Istanbul in the first
half of 2017, a one percent decline from a
year earlier, while the number of Arab visi-
tors had risen by 22 percent as compared to

last year, reports showed. Meanwhile,
German holidaymakers top the list of visitors
to Istanbul with 9.2 percent, followed by
Iranians with 7.7 percent and Russians, who
make up 4.6 percent. Istanbul has lost
around 26 percent of tourists over the past
year, the sharpest decline in the number of
visitors since the year 2000. — KUNA

Kuwaitis account for 2 percent
of Istanbul visitors in 2017: Reports

Dr Faleh Al-Azb

EQUATE promotes sustainability
by introducing recycling initiative

Dr Abeer Al-Omar

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The legal committee formed to restudy
the new insurance law completed the final draft of
the proposed law, and it is expected the National
Assembly will approve it before the end of the year.
The new law will be the launchpad for regulating
Kuwait’s insurance market 55 years after the current
law was issued in 1961. The new law keeps fees and
commissions within the citizen’s budget, while pre-
senting new quality services that take into account
variables in the market. Government statistics show
there are 11 conventional insurance companies and
14 takaful companies, besides 10 foreign and Arab
companies and one re-insurance firm. There are 94
brokering companies, and 64 branches.

Resignations
Educational statistics show the number of

employees who resigned from the education min-

istry or were sent to retirement during the past sev-
en years reached 14,915 persons from all education
areas. The stats show that 53 percent of those who
resigned during this period include 7,824 teachers
and administrators, and 47 percent are non-
Kuwaitis (7,091).

Social reform
MP Safaa Al-Hashim said revoking the license

of the Social Reform Society and the Cultural
Society is a national demand. She said on her
Twitter account: “All our troubles came through
these societies!” She said that as long as these
societies mix religion with politics, “we will not
be safe”. MP Jamaan Al-Harbash slammed the
incitement against the Social Reform Society and
Cultural Society.

Entertainment City
Touristic Enterprises Company CEO

Abdelwahab Al-Marzouq sent a letter to Kuwait
Municipality with regards to developing and
expanding the new Entertainment City project.
Marzouq detailed the budget of licensing and con-
struction areas of all elements of the project along
with the technical and financial study. 

The works will be in three stages; Dec 2021:
Receiving the main Entertainment City complex
along with a 3-star hotel; Dec 2022: Receiving
the water games park along with 4- and 5-star
hotel; and in 2023, a 5-star hotel, in addition to
the marine works.

Gas stations
Oil Minister Essam Al-Marzouq said Kuwait

National Petroleum Company is working hard to
have gas stations all over the country to present
their services to all motorists, adding that 12 loca-
tions were allocated lately in Jahra and Farwaniya
governorates.

New insurance fees to be
within citizens’ budget

Lawmaker wants societies’ licenses revoked



TEHRAN: Moderate cleric Hassan Rouhani was
to be inaugurated for a second term as Iranian
president in front of foreign guests yesterday,
but already faces criticism for reportedly bow-
ing to conservatives in forming a new govern-
ment. Among the guests were EU foreign poli-
cy chief Federica Mogherini, who has vowed to
continue building ties with Iran despite mount-
ing pressure from the United States to keep the
Islamic republic isolated.

Meeting with Mogherini before the ceremo-
ny in parliament, Rouhani called for greater
efforts to uphold the 2015 nuclear deal struck
by Tehran and world powers in the face of new
US sanctions passed last week. “Repeated
breaches of commitments by the US adminis-
tration... can be destructive,” he said, quoted by
the official IRNA news agency.  “All sides have a
heavy responsibility to safeguard this agree-
ment which was achieved by a lot of effort.”

Some of Iran’s older friends, including
Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe, also
arrived for the ceremony, which came two days

after Rouhani was officially sworn in by the
country ’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei. The emir of Qatar, which has fallen
out with its Gulf allies in part over ties to Iran,
was notably absent despite attending
Rouhani’s last inauguration in 2013. But among
Iranians, the real attention was on who would
be named to Rouhani’s new cabinet. 

Absence of women
He has already been barraged with criticism

over indications that women would again be
entirely absent and that his reformist allies
would barely be represented. His last govern-
ment had three women among a large cohort
of vice-presidents, but they lacked ministerial
roles that would require approval by parlia-
ment. “It was the reformists that allowed him to
win the elections in 2013 and 2017... he must
listen to those who supported him,” Rassoul
Montajabnia, of the reformist National
Confidence party, told the Arman newspaper.

Rouhani won a convincing victory over

hardline cleric Ebrahim Raisi in the May presi-
dential election, vowing to continue rebuilding
ties with the West and easing social restrictions
at home. That helped win over the reformists-
whose candidates dropped out of the last two
elections to ensure his victory. “Rouhani creat-
ed a lot of expectation and now there is a
sense that he is retreating from his promises,”
said Ali Shakourirad, head of the reformist
People’s Unity Party.  The absence of women
was down to pressure from religious conserva-
tives behind the scenes, Shakourirad said.
“Rouhani didn’t want to make his task any
more complicated than it already is,” he told
AFP. The final line-up is due to be announced in
coming days, and must then be approved by
parliament.

Backroom bargaining 
Despite the furor, the reshuffle is not

expected to touch big names such as Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif and Oil
Minister Bijan Namadar Zanganeh. “The main

ministers are very likely to stay in place,” said
Henry Smith, Iran analyst with consultancy
Control Risks. “Rouhani will have a fairly
smooth time getting parliament to approve his
appointees. He’s been doing back and forth

consultations with the necessary power cen-
ters-the parliament speaker, supreme leader,
the Revolutionary Guards-and I don’t think
you’ll see a significant change in economic or
indeed social policy,” he added. — AFP

‘Lucifer’ heat wave keeps 
parts of EU in red alert
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ISLAMABAD: This photograph taken on July 19, 2017, a Pakistani visitor takes a photograph in front of historical pictures of Hindu and Muslim leaders seeking independence from British rule at the Pakistan Monument Museum. — AFP 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani high school student
Noman Afzal knows “traitorous” Hindus are to
blame for the bloodshed that erupted when
British India split into two nations 70 years
ago. His history textbook tells him so.
Students across the border in India are taught
a starkly different version of events, the result
of a decades-long effort by the nuclear-armed
rivals to shape and control history to their
own nationalistic narrative.

The official unwillingness to confront the
bitter legacy of Partition-and the skewed por-
trayals being peddled in classrooms from New
Delhi to Karachi is hindering any hope of rec-
onciliation between the arch-rivals, experts
say. August marks 70 years since the subconti-
nent was divided into two independent
states-Hindu-majority India and Muslim-
majority Pakistan — and mill ions were
uprooted in one of the largest mass migra-
tions in history.

An untold number of people-some esti-
mates say up two million-died in the savage
violence that followed, as Hindus and
Muslims fleeing for their new homelands

turned on one another, raping and butcher-
ing in genocidal retribution. The carnage
sowed the seeds for the acrimony that pre-
vails today between India and Pakistan, and
generations later this defining moment in the
subcontinent’s history is still polarized by
nationalism and rancor.

In a government-approved grade five his-
tory textbook used in schools in Pakistan’s
Baluchistan province, Hindus are described as
“thugs” who “massacred Muslims, confiscated
their property, and forced them to leave
India”. “They looked down upon us, that is
why we created Pakistan,” said 17-year-old
Afzal from Pakistan’s Punjab province, reeling
off a stock answer from his history textbook.

On the other side of the border, Mumbai
schoolboy Triaksh Mitra learned how
Mahatma Gandhi fought for a unified India
free from British subjugation while the
Muslim League-the political party led by
Pakistan’s founder Muhammad Ali Jinnah-
sided with the colonial rulers to carve out
their own nation. 

“But what they hadn’t really told us was

the Muslim side of it,” the 15-year-old said of
his Partition studies.

History kept hidden 
The chapters on Gandhi are a striking

example of the gap between how Partition is
portrayed on either side of the border. In
Pakistan, his contribution to the struggle for
independence is hardly mentioned, whereas
in India he is hailed as an “one-man army”.
History teacher Aashish Dhakaan who works
in a high school in India’s Gujarat state,
acknowledged that the creation of the
Muslim League was popularly upheld as “self
reliance and liberty” in Pakistan, and the folly
of “gullible Muslims” in India.

“In our history we won the war, and in their
history textbooks, they won the war,” said
Dhakaan. While the government-sanctioned
curriculums on both sides of the border
appear largely ossified to their version of his-
tory, one Pakistan-based group has been
using games and popular culture to challenge
students to think critically about their past.
Qasim Aslam’s “History Project” runs sessions

in schools in India and Pakistan, inviting stu-
dents to compare how Partition accounts are
presented in the two countries’ textbooks. 

“By the time they are 20, it is solidified and
stays with them all their lives,” Aslam said of
the one-sided history lessons proffered in
schools. Mumbai-based student Mitra attend-
ed one of these sessions in April. “It helped me
to take a different viewpoint into account and
to form a more balanced notion,” Mitra said. “If
I know only one part, then it’s not the com-
plete truth.” Islamabad-based Pakistan studies
professor Tariq Rehman said that correcting
bias in the official syllabi “would take a change
in foreign policy” between the two countries.

Small signs of progress 
“Authorities (in Pakistan) don’t seem to be

interested in making changes and question
the antagonism against India,” he added. But
there are small signs of progress. The latest
revision of the state history textbook in India
includes graphic first-hand accounts of atroci-
ties committed by Hindus, and asks students if
the violence could be considered a holocaust. 

A book of testimonies titled “The Other
Side of Silence” by Indian writer and Partition
historian Urvashi Butalia is now also part of
the high school syllabus in India. Butalia said
she is pleased that more people are trying to
understand Partition beyond a nationalistic
prism. “It would have been impossible 20
years ago,” she said. But outside the class-
room, Butalia says there is little appetite for
confronting hard truths about the past.

The author discovered a series of police
reports of rapes and murders from 1947 that
had been kept hidden because authorities
feared “opening up a can of worms” if the hor-
rifying accounts went public. She also points
to Humayan’s Tomb and Purana Qila-two
ancient monuments in New Delhi-where
thousands of Partition refugees sought sanc-
tuary as the capital descended into chaos,
noting there is no plaque at either site to
remind the public of this troubled legacy. “I
do not say that silence is broken,” she added.
“We could learn so much, basically learn nev-
er to repeat that history, but we don’t memo-
rialise it in any way,” she warned. — AFP 

Partition key battleground in textbook wars

Rouhani starts new term 
facing reform criticism

TEHRAN: Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, right, meets with his Iraqi counterpart Fuad
Masum, left, at his office. — AP 

Indian and Pakistani schools unable to confront bitter legacy of split 



I N T E R N AT I O N A L
SUNDAY, AUGUST 6, 2017

CHICAGO: A Northwestern University
professor and a University of Oxford
employee wanted in the brutal stabbing
death of a Chicago man surrendered
peacefully in California and will be
returned to Chicago for interrogation,
federal and local authorities said.
Wyndham Lathem, 42, gave himself up
late Friday at the Oakland federal building
and Andrew Warren, 56, surrendered at
about the same time to the San Francisco
Police Department, according to Michael
McCloud, fugitive taskforce commander
with the US Marshals Service.

McCloud said the surrender of the
two suspects was “negotiated,” although
he declined to say how that happened.
“We were not in contact with them
directly,” during the negotiations, he

said. Lathem, an associate microbiology
professor at Northwestern, was booked
into the Alameda County jail. Warren, a
Somerville College resident at Oxford
University in England, was taken to the
San Francisco County Jail.  They will
appear separately in court before being
extradited to Illinois. It was not immedi-
ately clear when that would happen.

‘Biggest mistake of my life’
A manhunt had been underway since

shortly after the body of 26-year-old
Trenton James Cornell-Duranleau was
found riddled with stab wounds on July
27 in Lathem’s Chicago apartment. “Both
individuals will be held accountable for
their actions and we hope today’s arrest
brings some comfort for the victim’s fam-

ily,” a Chicago police statement said.
Police said Lathem had sent a video to
friends and relatives apologizing for his
involvement in the crime, which he
called the “biggest mistake of my life.”
The video raised concern among investi-
gators that Lathem might kill himself.

“We are also thankful both men are
safely in custody and this did not end in
further tragedy,” the police statement
said. Warren arrived in the United States
three days before Cornell-Duranleau’s
death and was seen in surveillance video
leaving the building with Lathem the
day of the stabbing. McCloud said the US
Marshals Service learned on Wednesday
that the two men might be in the San
Francisco Bay area. At around noon on
Friday, he said they received further

information that the two were still in the
area. The suspects both surrendered at
about 7:30 p.m. local time, he said.

Police said Lathem had a personal
relationship with Cornell-Duranleau,
who moved to Chicago from the Grand
Rapids, Michigan, area after receiving his
cosmetology license. They are not sure
how Cornell-Duranleau or Lathem knew
Warren, or if Warren knew them before
he arrived in the United States.

In a bizarre twist, police said that on
the day of the slaying, but before the
body had been discovered, Lathem and
Warren drove about 80 miles northwest
to Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, where one of
them made a $1,000 cash donation to
the public l ibrary there in Cornell-
Duranleau’s name. Lake Geneva police

said the man making the donation did
not give his name. “I’ve never seen where
suspects in a homicide would make a
donation in the victim’s name,” said Lake
Geneva police Lt Edward Gritzner.

On the night of the slaying, police said
the front desk of the high-rise building
where Lathem lived in Chicago’s trendy
River North neighborhood received an
anonymous call from a person who said
that a crime had been committed in
Lathem’s 10th floor apartment. When
police opened the door they found
Cornell-Duranleau’s body. He had been
stabbed several times in an attack so brutal
that police said the knife broke. Police also
said that by the time they found the body
on the night of July 27, Cornell-Duranleau
had been dead for 12-15 hours. —AP 

University professor, Oxford employee arrested in murder

WASHINGTON: The betting was that
law-and-order Attorney General Jeff
Sessions would come out against the
legalized marijuana industry with guns
blazing. But the task force Sessions
assembled to find the best legal strategy
is giving him no ammunition, according
to documents obtained by The
Associated Press.

The Task Force on Crime Reduction
and Public Safety, a group of prosecutors
and federal law enforcement officials, has
come up with no new policy recommen-
dations to advance the attorney general’s
aggressively anti-marijuana views. The
group’s report largely reiterates the cur-
rent Justice Department policy on mari-
juana. It encourages officials to keep
studying whether to change or rescind
the Obama administration’s more hands-
off approach to enforcement - a stance
that has allowed the nation’s experiment
with legal pot to flourish. The report was
not slated to be released publicly, but
portions were obtained by the AP.

Sessions, who has assailed marijuana
as comparable to heroin and blamed it
for spikes in violence, has been promis-
ing to reconsider existing pot policy
since he took office six months ago. His
statements have sparked both support
and worry across the political spectrum
as a growing number of states have
worked to legalize the drug.

Threats of a federal crackdown have
united liberals, who object to the human
costs of a war on pot, and some conser-
vatives, who see it as a states’ rights issue.
Some advocates and members of
Congress had feared the task force’s rec-
ommendations would give Sessions the
green light to begin dismantling what
has become a sophisticated, multimil-
lion-dollar pot industry that helps fund
schools, educational programs and law
enforcement. But the tepid nature of the
recommendations signals just how diffi-
cult it would be to change course on pot.

Tougher approach 
Some in law enforcement support a

tougher approach, but a bipartisan

group of senators in March urged
Sessions to uphold existing marijuana
policy. Others in Congress are seeking
ways to protect and promote pot busi-
nesses. The vague recommendations
may be intentional, reflecting an under-
standing that shutting down the entire
industry is neither palatable nor possible,
said John Hudak, a senior fellow at the
Brookings Institution who studies mari-
juana law and was interviewed by mem-
bers of the task force.

“If they come out with a more pro-
gressive, liberal policy, the attorney gen-
eral is just going to reject it. They need to
convince the attorney general that the
recommendations are the best they can
do without embarrassing the entire
department by implementing a policy
that fails,” he said.

The task force suggestions are not
final, and Sessions is in no way bound by
them. The government still has plenty of
ways it can punish weed-tolerant states,
including raiding pot businesses and
suing states where the drug is legal, a rare
but quick path to compliance. The only
one who could override a drastic move by
Sessions is President Donald Trump,
whose personal views on marijuana
remain mostly unknown. The Justice
Department declined to comment.

Rather than urging federal agents to
shut down dispensaries and make mass
arrests, the task force puts forth a more
familiar approach. Its report says officials
should continue to oppose rules that
block the Justice Department from inter-
fering with medical marijuana programs
in states where it is allowed. Sessions
wrote to members of Congress in May
asking them - unsuccessfully so far - to
undo those protections. The Obama
administration also unsuccessfully
opposed those rules.

The report suggests teaming the
Justice Department with Treasury officials
to offer guidance to financial institutions,
telling them to implement robust anti-
money laundering programs and report
suspicious transactions involving busi-
nesses in states where pot is legal. — AP

Task force on marijuana law 

offers little on new policies

WASHINGTON: Attorney General Jeff Sessions
pledged on Friday to rein in government leaks
that he said undermine American security, taking
an aggressive public stand after being called
weak on the matter by President Donald Trump.
The nation’s top law enforcement official cited no
current investigations in which disclosures of
information had jeopardized the country, but said
the number of criminal leak probes had more
than tripled in the early months of the Trump
administration. Justice Department officials also
said they were reviewing guidelines put in place
to make it difficult for the government to subpoe-
na journalists about their sources, and would not
rule out the possibility that a reporter could be
prosecuted.

“No one is entitled to surreptitiously fight to
advance their battles in the media by revealing
sensitive government information,” Sessions said
in an announcement that followed a series of
news reports this year on the Trump campaign
and White House that have relied on classified
information.  “No government can be effective
when its leaders cannot discuss sensitive matters
in confidence or talk freely in confidence with for-
eign leaders.” Media advocacy organizations con-
demned the announcement, with Bruce Brown,
the executive director of the Reporters Committee
for Freedom of the Press, saying the decision to
review existing guidelines was “deeply troubling.”

Lie detector tests 
Meanwhile, a White House adviser raised the

possibility of lie detector tests for the small num-
ber of people in the West Wing and elsewhere
with access to transcripts of Trump’s phone calls.
The Washington Post on Thursday published tran-
scripts of his conversations with the leaders of
Mexico and Australia. Trump counselor Kellyanne
Conway told “Fox & Friends” that “it’s easier to fig-
ure out who’s leaking than the leakers may real-
ize.” And might lie detectors be used? She said:
“Well, they may, they may not.”

Trump’s outbursts against media organizations
he derides as “fake news” have led to predictions
that his administration will more aggressively try
to root out leakers, and the timing of the Justice
Department’s announcement - one week after
the president complained on Twitter that
Sessions had been weak on “intel leakers” - raised
questions about whether the attorney general’s
action was aimed at quelling the anger of the
man who appointed him. Sessions said in his
remarks that his department has more than

tripled the number of active leaks investigations
compared with the number pending when
President Barack Obama left office, and the num-
ber of referrals to the Justice Department for
potential investigation of unauthorized disclo-
sures had “exploded.” The Justice Department
under Sessions is prosecuting a contractor in
Georgia accused of leaking a classified govern-
ment report to a media organization.

‘Culture of leaks’ 
“This nation must end this culture of leaks. We

will investigate and seek to bring criminals to jus-
tice. We will not allow rogue anonymous sources
with security clearances to sell out our country,”
Sessions said in his remarks. Media organizations
also had an often-tense relationship with the
Obama administration, whose Justice
Department brought more leaks cases than dur-
ing all previous administrations combined and
was criticized for maneuvers seen as needlessly
aggressive and intrusive.

That included a secret subpoena of phone
records of Associated Press reporters and editors
following a 2012 story about a foiled bomb plot,
and the labeling of a Fox News journalist as a “co-
conspirator” after a report on North Korea. The
Justice Department also abandoned a yearslong

effort to force a New York Times journalist to
reveal his source in the trial of a former CIA officer
who was later found guilty of disclosing classified
information.

Following consultation with media lawyers,
the Justice Department in 2015 revised its guide-
lines for leak investigations to require additional
levels of approval before a reporter could be sub-
poenaed, including from the attorney general.
But Sessions and Deputy Attorney General Rod
Rosenstein said Friday that they were reviewing
how the department conducts leak investigations
and whether current regulations impose too
many hurdles on their work. Rosenstein declined
to comment when asked whether the depart-
ment would rule out prosecuting journalists.

Rosenstein said the department expected to
consult with media representatives about possi-
ble changes to the regulations, though any efforts
to undo protections for journalists or to make it
easier to target sources will encounter deep
opposition from news organizations. “The current
guidelines reflect a great deal of good-faith dis-
cussion between the news media and a wide
range of interests from within the Department of
Justice, including career prosecutors and key non-
political personnel,” said Brown, of the press free-
dom group. — AP

Sessions vows crackdown on 

classified information leaks
The number of criminal leak probes has tripled

SAN SALVADOR: In this July 28, 2017 file photo, Attorney General Jeff Sessions speaks. —AP 

WASHINGTON: In this Jan 28, 2017 file photo, US President Donald Trump speaks on
the phone with Prime Minister of Australia Malcolm Turnbull in the Oval Office of the
White House. —AP  

WASHINGTON: Congress will have to prove its
mettle this fall. It has no choice. Republicans
have little to show for their first seven months of
controlling the White House and Capitol Hill. The
Senate sent Justice Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme
Court, and Congress passed bills bolstering vet-
erans’ health programs and financing the Food
and Drug Administration. It approved another
sanctioning Russia for its 2016 election med-
dling, which President Donald Trump resentfully
signed knowing Congress would lopsidedly
override a veto. Lawmakers returning from
recess after Labor Day will confront a pile of bills
they must approve. They’ll also face another
stack of work they’ve promised to tackle and
that GOP voters elected them to achieve.

Republicans are in charge 
No matter how true that statement might be, they

still have to prove they can deliver their promised
agenda or accomplish the basics of governing.
Congressional leaders recognize this risks blowback in
next year’s midterm elections.  House Speaker Paul
Ryan, R-Wis, told a displeased voter in Mukwonago,
Wisconsin, last week, “We’ve got to get it done.”
September will give Republicans a chance to complete
their responsibilities with minimal fuss. If they deliver a
tax cut, GOP thinking goes, much will be forgiven.

Money
Two must-do items will dominate Congress’

September agenda: increasing the government’s
debt limit to prevent a jarring federal default and
passing a temporary spending bill to avert a gov-
ernment shutdown. Many Republicans can’t bring
themselves to back a debt limit boost. But they run
the government, and it’s their responsibility to
deliver those votes. Democratic support will be
required, and some hope they’ll win concessions in
exchange. A stopgap measure will be needed
because the 12 annual spending bills are behind
schedule. There’s no agreement on their overall
price tag, which will be in the $1 trillion-plus range.
One wild card is whether Trump will press to fund
the US-Mexico border wall he’s pledged.  That
could spark a nasty confrontation with Democrats.

Taxes
The White House and Republicans promise to

revamp the loophole-choked tax code and low-
er rates for corporations and individuals. Along
with repealing and replacing President Barack
Obama’s health care law, this is holy grail for the
GOP. But core principles remain unresolved,
including whether the effort would further bloat
the budget deficit. Crucial details must be settled,
among them how far to lower rates and which tax
credits and deductions would be erased. The last
time those problems were reconciled and the tax
code broadly reshaped was 1986.

Health care
The GOP’s signature disaster so far this year

was the Senate’s July rejection of attempts by
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., to eradi-
cate Obama’s health care law. Republican divi-
sions proved fatal, and they’re split over what
comes next. Trump has goaded McConnell to
keep trying. Senate leaders have shown little
enthusiasm for charging back up that hill with-
out the votes to pass something. “We’ve pivoted
to tax reform and I think we’ve got to stay on

that,” Senate Finance Committee Chairman Orrin
Hatch, R-Utah, said in a brief interview Friday.

Health committee Chairman Lamar
Alexander, R-Tenn., says he’ll work with the pan-
el’s top Democrat, Patty Murray of Washington
state, to continue billions in payments to insur-
ers for reducing out-of-pocket costs for low- and
middle-income customers. In exchange,
Alexander wants to relax coverage requirements
that protect consumers under Obama’s law. It’s
unclear the parties can reach compromise.

Defense
The Senate aims to approve the annual

defense policy bill in September. That’s when
Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman
John McCain, R-Ariz.,  expects to return to
Washington after starting brain cancer treat-
ment. He and McConnell wanted to pass the
bil l  last  month,  but Sen Rand Paul,  R-Ky,
thwar ted that plan.  Paul  wants votes on
amendments on indefinite detention and war
authorization. — AP

BEDMINSTER: Donald Trump, who once
asked “what’s the point” of vacations and
often admonished his presidential prede-
cessor for taking them while in office,
embarked Friday on a 17-day holiday to one
of his golf resorts. Arriving in Bedminster,
New Jersey for an extended break, the pres-
ident left behind a capital grappling with a
Russia scandal and buffeted by extraordi-
nary leaks from government officials.

He has also failed to seize any major leg-
islative victories in his first seven months in
office, and is at odds with several
Republican lawmakers on multiple fronts.
The White House said Trump’s Bedminster
stay would be a “working vacation,” and cit-
ed scheduled upgrades of the West Wing’s
creaky heating and cooling system during
the steamy Washington summer as a rea-
son why Trump was leaving town. “The
President will continue to work over the
next two weeks,” said White House spokes-
woman Lindsay Walters. 

A president taking time off from a hectic
schedule is nothing new. But Trump’s down
time is in the spotlight largely because of
his relentless criticism of Barack Obama’s
breaks from the White House. He ripped
into Obama in 2011 for playing golf and
then heading to a 10-day vacation in
Martha’s Vineyard. “Nice work ethic,” Trump
tweeted at the time. “Pres. Obama is about

to embark on a 17 day vacation in his
‘native’ Hawaii, putting Secret Service away
from families on Christmas. Aloha!,” Trump
posted two years later. Not only did Trump
attack Obama, he routinely told supporters
he would eschew time off if he were elect-
ed because he would be swamped with
work. “I would not be a president who took
vacations,” he said in 2015. “I would not be
a president that takes time off.”

In late 2012 he tweeted his own apparent
aversion to vacations: “What’s the point? If
you’re not enjoying your work, you’re in the
wrong job.” Despite his comments, Trump
has taken considerably more time off than
Obama in their respective first seven
months in office. According to a Washington
Post tally, by the end of August Trump will
have spent all or part of 53 days at leisure
during his presidency, compared with 15
days for Obama through August 2009.

Much of Trump’s time off took place at
properties bearing his name. At the height
of negotiations over health care reform,
Trump chided lawmakers by saying he could
not imagine “that Congress would dare to
leave Washington” without sending a new
health care bill to his desk. Trump ultimately
failed to successfully broker a deal, the
Republican health care reforms collapsed,
and Congress shuttered Thursday for its
month-long summer recess. —AFP 

Trump begins 17-day vacation 

as Washington troubles brew 

Congress: There’s a load of 

work awaiting in autumn

WASHINGTON: Ronnie Pfeiffer, a plumber with the Architect of the Capitol, spreads chlorine
pellets in the reflecting pool in Lower Senate Park on Capitol Hill to deter algae growth follow-
ing recent heavy rains. — AP 
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ROME: A man lays on a bench in the shadow under trees in front the “Altare della Patria” (the Unknown Soldier monument), in central Rome,
yesterday, as temperatures reached more than 40 degrees Celsius. —AFP 

ROME: Swaths of southern Europe sweltered
Saturday in a heatwave that has claimed several
lives, cost billions in crop damage and is, scien-
tists warned, a foretaste of worse to follow in
coming decades. At least five deaths in Italy and
Romania have been attributed to the extreme
conditions since the heatwave set in around the
start of August.

Unusually high, sometimes unprecedented
temperatures are being recorded across an area
spanning much of the Iberian peninsula (Spain
and Portugal), southern France, Italy, the Balkans
and Hungary. Thermometer mercury has regularly
risen above 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees
Farenheit) across the affected areas, exacerbating
the impact of an extended drought and the linger-
ing impact of a July heatwave which sparked wild-
fires that claimed 60 lives in Portugal.

Hospital admissions have spiked 15-20 per-
cent in Italy, where at least three people have
died. Italians longing for the beach have dubbed
the hot spell “Lucifero”, or Lucifer, after the biblical
archangel said to have been condemned forever
to the flames of hell. The latest victim was a
woman whose car was swept away overnight by
an avalanche of water and mud as humid condi-
tions near the Alpine ski resort of Cortina
d’Ampezzo broke into torrential rain. That tragedy
follows the deaths on Thursday of two pension-
ers, a 79-year-old woman and an 82-year-old
man, who were caught up in wildfires in, respec-
tively, the central region of Abruzzo and near
Matera in the south of the country.

Fountain splashing 
In Romania, two deaths were linked to the

weather, including a farmworker who collapsed
after working in fields in the heat at Mogosesti in
the northeast of the country. In Italy, humidity
and other factors are making it feel much hotter
with the so-called “perceived” temperature in
Campania, the region around Naples, estimated
at a broiling 55 Celsius (131 Farenheit) on Friday.

Hospital admissions are running 15-20 percent
above seasonal norms and food producers are
forecast to suffer billions of euros in losses as a
result of reduced crop yields. Italian wine and
olive production is tipped to fall 15 and 30 per-
cent respectively this year. In Rome, tourists have
been risking recently-introduced fines for splash-
ing in the Eternal City’s fountains to cool off. But
there has yet to be any sign of visitors to southern
Europe’s summer hotspots being deterred by the
rising trend in temperatures.

Tourists were queueing once more Saturday
outside Florence’s Uffizi museum, which was
forced to close Friday after its air conditioning
broke down because of a lack of water from the
dried up River Arno. Health authorities in France
have warned citizens to be particularly aware of
the risks faced by the sick and the elderly. The
country is still haunted by memories of a 2003
heatwave which resulted in an estimated 15,000
avoidable deaths among pensioners, some of
whom had been left on their own by holiday-
making relatives.

150,000 weather deaths? 
Scientists meanwhile warned that deaths due

to extreme weather in Europe could increase fifty-
fold from an estimated 3,000 per year recently to
152,000 by the end of this century - if global
warming is not reined in. Southern Europe will
suffer most and heatwaves would account for 99
percent of the deaths, according to research con-

ducted for the European Commission and pub-
lished in The Lancet Planetary Health.

The conclusions were questioned by Korean
peers of the researchers who suggested humans
would become less vulnerable to extreme weath-
er with experience of it. Meteo France forecaster
Frederic Nathan said he was sure recent heat-
waves reflected global warning. “We have always
had them but their length and intensity has

notched up since the 1950s and 60s and they are
increasingly coming earlier or later. “If you look at
records for France, the vast majority of new
records being set are for high temperatures.
Record cold is becoming increasingly rare.”
Scientist warned last week that large parts of
South Asia, home to a fifth of the world’s popula-
tion, could become unbearably hot by the end of
this century. —AFP 

‘Lucifer’ heat wave keeps 
parts of EU in red alert

A taste of worse to follow in coming decades 

NOUAKCHOTT: Mauritanians began
voting yesterday on several contentious
changes to their constitution sought by
President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz but
opposed by a wide swathe of opposition
lawmakers and civil society groups. Aziz
is pushing to abolish the country ’s
Senate and several other state bodies
and to make a small alteration to the
national flag, measures that have gal-
vanised a boycott movement hoping to
sap the vote’s credibility by forcing a low
turnout.

Polling stations opened at 7:00 am
(0700 GMT) and were due to close at
7:00 pm (1900 GMT) in the conservative
west African nation, where violent clash-
es have broken out after the authorities
banned several rallies planned by oppo-
nents of the changes. The president is

due to vote between 8:00 am and 9:00
am, but few others were visible casting
their ballots in several Nouakchott
polling stations visited by an AFP jour-
nalist at opening.

While Aziz, his supporters and several
opposition parties are seeking a “Yes”
vote, one moderate opposition party is
seeking a “No”, while the remaining par-
ties have joined civil society groups to
call for a total boycott for amendments
they consider unconstitutional. Jemil
Ould Mansour, head of the Islamic
Tewassoul party spearheading the
movement against the vote, said the
country’s leaders had fixed “the electoral
roll and voting materials to prepare
fraud on a massive scale,” and warned of
violence.

“Those in power are pushing people

to violence by not allowing any kind of
protest not in line with their own views,”
Mansour told reporters on Friday. The
boycott movement draws broad political
support from figures as diverse as reli-
gious conservatives and anti-slavery
activists. They have held several protests
attracting thousands of supporters, but
have also been prevented from demon-
strating by the security forces, who on
Thursday shut down several planned ral-
lies close to the capital with tear gas and
baton rounds.

The UN Human Rights Office said
Thursday that “protest leaders were
reportedly beaten up and a number of
them were arrested” during campaign
rallies in the last few weeks, urging the
government “take all necessary meas-
ures to ensure free, transparent and

credible elections”. Around 1.4 million
Mauritanians are eligible to vote, and
results are expected early next week.

Aziz vs Senate 
The proposal to modify the constitu-

tion, in force since 1991, was approved
by lawmakers in the lower house but
rejected by 33 out of 56 senators in
March, leading Aziz to call the referen-
dum to push through the changes. The
most contentious measure remains the
abolition of the Senate and its replace-
ment with elected regional councils, and
Senators have held a sit-in this week and
demanded apologies from Aziz for
accusing them of corruption.

Unrepentant, Aziz said at a final rally
on Thursday the Senate “costs a lot, has
no use and does nothing”, and vowed to

launch legal action against several sena-
tors. The opposition also fears that
despite Aziz’s claims to the contrary he is
laying the groundwork for a third term in
power, as his own prime minister said
back in July he supported the idea. The
president came to power by coup in
2008 and was elected in 2009 and again
in 2014 for a second five-year term.

There will be two ballot boxes yester-
day, one for the institutional changes
and the other for an alteration to the
national flag. The current green flag with
yellow Islamic crescent and star would
be altered to honor those who fought
for freedom from colonial master France
by a red band at the top and bottom,
representing blood spilt for their nation,
if the measure is passed. Mauritania won
independence in 1960. — AFP 

Mauritania votes on constitution changes after anxious campaign

KIGALI: Rwandans yesterday celebrated the third
term victory of President Paul Kagame who
pledged to continue transforming the nation
after winning re-election with a record 98 per-
cent of the vote. There had been little doubt that
the 59-year-old would return to the helm of the
east African nation which he has ruled with an
iron fist since the end of the 1994 genocide. “I am
very pleased. I had hoped for this victory,” said
Yvette Uwineza, a 36-year-old computer scientist.
“The continuity is reassuring,” she said, crediting
Kagame with developing the country and creat-
ing “a better life for Rwandans.” 

Interim results published by the electoral
commission yesterday gave Kagame an
unprecedented victory, outstripping the 95 per-
cent he took in 2003 and 93 percent in 2010.
Yesterday’s tally matched the proportion of peo-
ple who supported a constitutional amendment
two years ago permitting Kagame to run for a
third, fourth and fifth term potentially seeing
him rule until 2034.

“I honored your request, and this (election)
confirms that Rwandans made a choice based on
the future they want,” Kagame told thousands of
supporters at his ruling party’s headquarters in
Kigali in the early hours of the morning. “We are
going to continue with the work we started by
advocating for a better Rwanda.” 

Of the results so far announced, Kagame had
98.66 percent while his two little-known rivals
barely made a dent. Frank Habineza of the
Democratic Green Party-the only permitted criti-
cal opposition party-won just 0.45 percent of
votes, beaten into third place by the little-known
independent candidate Philippe Mpayimana with

0.72. “I accept the result and congratulate the RPF
and Paul Kagame,” Mpayimana told AFP. “I am not
going to stop here. I urge all citizens to join be so
we can become stronger for the next election.”

Visionary or despot? 
Rwandans celebrated Kagame’s win in muted

fashion, with no spontaneous large gatherings in
the disciplined nation. Inside a gymnasium in the
capital music and dancers entertained hundreds of
party loyalists who celebrated into the morning.
“We are celebrating the presidential election,” said
one young man as he danced. “We are celebrating
Paul Kagame!” another yelled out next to him.

Kagame has been the de facto leader of
Rwanda since, as a 36-year-old, his rebel army
routed extremist Hutu forces who slaughtered an
estimated 800,000 people-mainly minority Tutsis-
and seized Kigali in 1994. He was first appointed
president by lawmakers in 2000. The lanky former
guerilla fighter is one of Africa’s most divisive
leaders, with some hailing him as a visionary
while critics see a despot aiming to become one
of the continent’s presidents-for-life.

Kagame is credited with a remarkable turn-
around in the shattered nation, which boasts
annual economic growth of about seven per-
cent, is safe, clean and does not tolerate corrup-
tion. Rwanda also has the highest number of
female lawmakers in the world. However rights
groups accuse Kagame of ruling through fear,
relying on systematic repression of the opposi-
tion, free speech and the media. Kagame’s critics
have ended up jailed, forced into exile or assassi-
nated. Few Rwandans would dare to openly
speak against him. — AFP 

Rwandans celebrate Kagame’s
record 98% election landslide

KIGALI: Traditional Intore dancers perform at the Amahoro Sport complex.—AFP 

Troops storm Rio de Janeiro 
slums to catch gang leaders 

RIO DE JANEIRO: Thousands of Brazilian
army troops raided Rio de Janeiro slums in
a pre-dawn crackdown on crime gangs
Saturday, leaving parts of the city looking
like a war zone on the first anniversary of
the opening of the Olympic Games. Five
favelas were targeted by police and 3,600
of the approximately 8,500 troops recently
deployed to Rio in a swoop starting at 4:00
am (0700 GMT), the Rio state security serv-
ice said in a statement.

Their main goal was to stop gangs
behind a surge in brazen robberies of com-
mercial trucks, with arrest warrants issued
for 40 people. However, the unusually
aggressive operation also follows wider
concerns that nearly bankrupt post-
Olympic Rio is spinning out of control.

Dozens of soldiers in camouflage set up
a checkpoint at Lins favela, one of the
many little-regulated, and often gang-
plagued communities of working class
Brazilians that rise up on the city’s forest-
clad hills. The troops stood with fingers on
the triggers of assault rifles and an armored
personnel carrier and two jeeps blocked
the road.

Everyone exiting the favela was subject-
ed to an identity check and search.  One
man was questioned at length about a scar
on his stomach and another man’s bag was
searched only to find he was carrying a
large Bible. Favela residents said they had
woken to shooting when the troops moved
in and that the operation made them feel
no safer.

‘Strategic’ 
“There’s an atmosphere of tension and

fear,” said Vanuza Barroso da Silva, 23, who
was going to her job at a supermarket.
“People can hardly get to work.” “They treat
us as if we’re trash,” her father Roberto, 46,

said angrily of the security forces. Officials
said the other favelas targeted were
Camarista Meier, Morros de Sao Joao and
Engenho Novo in the north and Covanca in
the west. 

“The armed forces are responsible for
the perimeters in some of these regions
and based at strategic points,” the state
security service said. “Some roads are
blocked and the airspace is restricted to
civilian flights over the sectors where the
armed forces are operating.” Rio’s airports,
however, were not affected.

The big crackdown on Rio’s heavily
armed criminal gangs came exactly a year
after President Michel Temer opened the
Olympics in a ceremony at the Maracana
football stadium, which is close to Lins
favela. Rio was the first South American city
to host the Games and although the event
passed off smoothly, a mixture of corrup-
tion scandals, near collapse in the budget
and crime has combined into a serious
hangover for what should be one of Brazil’s
richest regions.

The crackdown follows the Brazilian
government’s deployment last month of
thousands of federal troops and police rein-
forcements to the city. In the first half of this
year Rio tallied 3,457 homicides, the highest
level of violence since 2009 and 15 percent
more than during the same period in 2016.
People are killed daily in shootouts between
rival gangs competing for control of the
favelas or from police action. The shootings,
involving high-powered rifles, also lead to
numerous deaths and injuries from stray
bullets. Since the beginning of the year 93
police officers have also been killed in Rio
state. The state recorded some 10,000 cases
of cargo theft last year, primarily on access
roads to the city of 6.5 million resident, caus-
ing heavy financial losses. —AFP 

Conflict triggers concern 
Poland may leave EU next

WARSAW: Since British voters endorsed
leaving the European Union, politicians
and pundits have ruminated on which of
the bloc’s remaining 27 nations could be
next. “Grexit” and “Frexit,” for Greece and
France, were two subjects of speculation.
Now, months of open conflict between
Poland’s conservative nationalist govern-
ment and the rest of the EU has some Poles
wondering if their leaders are putting the
country on a path that could take it out of
the union. “There is a question mark over
Poland’s European future today,” European
Council President Donald Tusk, a former
Polish prime minister who is a critic of the
ruling Law and Justice party, said Thursday.

The EU is widely popular in Poland, so
the idea of the country abandoning the
bloc strikes many people here as far-
fetched. Several surveys have shown public
support for the EU standing at over 70 per-
cent, approval stemming from the eco-
nomic boom and freedom of travel that
came with membership in 2004. But mem-
bers of the opposition in Poland increasing-
ly are voicing fears that the conflicts
between Warsaw and Brussels could even-
tually lead to a parting of ways.

They point to the defiant stance Law
and Justice and its leader, Jaroslaw
Kaczynski, adopted when the EU raised
concerns about changes to Poland’s justice
system and the extensive logging the gov-
ernment has ordered in a primeval forest
that has been classified as a UNESCO world
heritage site. Government spokesman Rafal
Bochenek insisted that Polish leaders
intend to keep Poland in the bloc. “Poland
is a member of EU and is going to be a

leading partner to other member states
within the structure,” Bochenek told The
Associated Press on Friday. “We have got
many ambitious projects and challenges to
realize in the EU. We will cooperate with
our European partners.”

Bureaucracy and infringements
Law and Justice has never publicly

advocated leaving the bloc, but criticizes
what it views as unnecessary EU bureaucra-
cy and infringements on the authority of
member countries to make their own deci-
sions. In that vein, Poland’s government
aggressively pushed through legislation to
put the court system under the ruling par-
ty’s control. The EU’s executive arm has said
the moves violate democratic norms by
reducing judicial independence.

With Warsaw refusing to give in to the
bloc’s calls for it to respect the separation
of powers, the European Commission is
threatening steps that could lead to Poland
losing its EU voting rights. The government
also has continued logging in the
Bialowieza Forest even though the
European Court of Justice in Luxembourg
ordered it last week to stop felling trees
immediately. If it continues, Poland could
be hit with massive fines.

Katarzyna Lubnauer, a lawmaker with
the opposition Modern party, said recently
that because Poles are such “Euro-enthusi-
asts,” nobody in the ruling Law and Justice
party would admit that leaving the bloc is
their aim. “But when we look at what is
happening now, we have a deep sense that
this departure is taking place,” Lubnauer
said. “But it will happen in stages.” —AP 

WARSAW: In this photo taken Aug 3, 2017, Polish women show their support for the
European Union during a street protest.—AP 
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SRINAGAR: Thousands of protesters
clashed with government forces in
Indian-administered Kashmir yesterday
after three local rebels were killed in a
firefight with troops, police said, with
tensions already high following the
death of a popular militant command-
er this week. Soldiers and police special
counterinsurgency forces surrounded a
neighborhood in Sopore town, 45 kilo-
meters northwest of the main city of
Srinagar, after “specific information”

that militants were hiding in a house
there, triggering a firefight.

“During the encounter three mili-
tants of LeT (Lashkar-e-Taiba) were
eliminated,” a police statement said,
adding that three automatic assault
rifles were recovered from the site of
the clash. As news of the deaths
spread, clashes between local residents
and government forces broke out in
many areas. Three protesters were
injured in the northern Bandipore area,

home to one of the slain militants,
when soldiers fired bullets as hundreds
of angry local residents came out on
the streets to pelt their convoy with
stones, a police officer said speaking
on condition of anonymity.

In southern Kashmir valley thou-
sands of protesters clashed with gov-
ernment forces who fired bullets in the
air and used tear gas and stun
grenades to disperse a crowds, which
was chanting: “We want freedom”.

Yesterday’s clash comes a day after a
local armed militant and a civilian were
killed by soldiers during a shootout in
Bijbehara area in the south of the
restive territory where such clashes
have become frequent since the start
of the year.

Tensions have spiked across the
Indian-controlled territory since govern-
ment forces killed a popular militant
commander of LeT group, Abu Dujana,
in a fierce gunbattle Tuesday. Kashmir

has been divided between India and
Pakistan since the end of British colonial
rule in 1947, but both claim the territory
in full. Rebel groups, including LeT, have
fought for decades 500,000 Indian sol-
diers deployed in the territory, demand-
ing independence or a merger of the
former Himalayan kingdom with
Pakistan. Tens of thousands, mostly civil-
ians have died in the fighting since the
start of a counterinsurgency military
campaign in 1989. —AFP

Clashes after three rebels killed by police in Kashmir

MANILA: Vietnam urged other
Southeast Asian nations to take a
stronger stand against Chinese
expansionism in the South China
Sea, as a tense regional security
forum began yesterday with
North Korea also under fire over
its nuclear program. Ahead of the
launch of the annual gathering of
foreign ministers from the 10-
member Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN), Vietnam
made a bold play against China
with a raft of suggested changes
to a planned joint communique.

It set the stage for what was
expected to be a fiery few days
of diplomacy in the Philippine
capital, with the top diplomats
from China, the United States,
Russia and North Korea set to
join  their  ASEAN and other
Asia-Pacif ic counterpar ts for
security talks from today. The
meetings will take place as the
United Nations Security Council
votes this weekend on a US-
drafted resolution to toughen
sanctions against North Korea
to punish the isolated regime
for its missile and nuclear tests.

The United States said it would
also seek to build united pressure
on the North at the Manila event-

known as the ASEAN Regional
Forum-and Philippine Foreign
Secretary Alan Peter Cayetano
said Pyongyang would receive a
strong message. But on the South
China Sea dispute-one of Asia’s
other top powder keg issues-
there was far less consensus with
Vietnam resisting efforts by the
Philippines to placate Beijing,
diplomats told AFP.

Vietnam on Friday night
sought to insert tough language
against China in an ASEAN state-
ment that was scheduled to be
released after the Southeast Asian
ministers wrapped up their own
talks yesterday. According to a
copy of a draft obtained by AFP,
Vietnam lobbied for ASEAN to
express serious concern over “con-
struction” in the sea, in reference
to China’s explosion of artificial
island building in the disputed
waters in recent years. Vietnam
also wanted ASEAN to insist in the
statement that a planned code of
conduct for the sea with China be
“legally binding”, which Beijing
opposes.

Tense talks 
The lobbying occurred when

the ASEAN foreign ministers held

unscheduled and informal talks
late on Friday night. “The discus-
sions were really hard. Vietnam is
on its own to have stronger lan-
guage on the South China Sea.
Cambodia and Philippines are not
keen to reflect that,” one diplomat
involved in the talks told AFP.
China claims nearly all of the
strategically vital sea, including
waters approaching the coasts of
Vietnam, the Philippines,
Malaysia and Brunei.

China has in recent years
expanded its presence in the sea
by building the artificial islands,
which are capable of holding mil-
itary bases. Alongside Vietnam,
the Philippines used to be the
most vocal critic of Beijing’s
expansionism.  But under
President Rodrigo Duterte,
Manila has sought to downplay
the dispute with China in return
for billions of dollars in Chinese
investments and aid.

China has in recent years also
successfully lobbied other ASEAN
nations, particularly Cambodia
and Laos, to support its diplomat-
ic maneuvering in the dispute. At
the ASEAN opening ceremony on
Saturday morning, Cayetano con-
firmed there had been strong

debates on Friday. “You have to
excuse my voice as my col-
leagues, we kept each other up
until almost midnight last night.
In the true ASEAN way we were
able to passionately argue our
national interest,” Cayetano said.

Various diplomats said that
Vietnam was likely to lose its bat-
tle to insert the strong language
against China, with the
Philippines as host of the talks
wielding greater influence.
ASEAN is set to this weekend
endorse a framework for a code
of conduct with China, which is
meant to pave the way for more
concrete action. But security ana-
lysts point out that the frame-
work comes 15 years after negoti-
ations on the issue first began,
and China has used that time to
cement its claims with the artifi-
cial islands.

Another pressing issue in
Manila will be the growing terror-
ism threat in the region. The
event is taking place as Philippine
security forces battle Islamic
State-aligned gunmen who have
since May been occupying parts
of Marawi, the nation’s main
Muslim city about 800 kilometers
to the south of Manila. —AFP

Tensions at security forum
Vietnam makes bold play against China

This file photo taken on July 10, 2008 shows a Chinese soldier (L) gesturing
next to an Indian soldier at the Nathu La border crossing between India and
China in India’s northeastern Sikkim state. —AFP 

BEIJING: China has stepped up its rhetoric
in an increasingly tense border row with
India, hinting at the possibility of military
action in a propaganda push that analysts
are calling “genuinely troubling.” For more
than a month, Indian and Chinese troops
have been locked in a standoff on a
remote but strategically important
Himalayan plateau near where Tibet, India
and Bhutan meet.

On Thursday, Chinese defense ministry
spokesman Ren Guoqiang warned that
Beijing had shown restraint but had a “bot-
tom line.” “No country should underestimate
the Chinese forces’... resolve and willpower
to defend national sovereignty,” he said in a
post on the ministry website. It is a line that
has been echoed almost word for word this
week by the foreign ministry, the official
Xinhua news agency, the ruling Communist
Party mouthpiece the People’s Daily, the
official military news website of the Chinese
armed forces, and other outlets.

On Wednesday, the foreign ministry
released a 15-page document of “facts”
about the border dispute, which included
a map of alleged intrusions and photo-
graphs of what it  stated were Indian
troops and military vehicles on China’s
side of the frontier. Calling for the “imme-
diate and unconditional” withdrawal of
Indian troops, it warned Beijing would
“take all necessary measures” to safeguard
its interests. Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang said Thursday
that India was building roads, hoarding
supplies and deploying a large number of
troops in the area. “This is by no means for
peace,” Geng said. 

‘Genuinely troubling’ 
Mistrust between the giant neighbors

goes back centuries and the pair fought a
brief war in 1962 in India’s border state of
Arunachal Pradesh. The recent escalation
of China’s rhetoric was “genuinely trou-

bling,” Rory Medcalf, head of Australian
National University’s National Security
College, told AFP. “It suggests that diplo-
matic conversations, including among
high-level national security advisers, are
failing to find a face-saving way for the two
powers to withdraw their forces,” he said.

The plateau is strategically significant as
it gives China access to the so-called
“chicken neck”—a thin strip of land con-
necting India’s northeastern states with
the rest of the country. Despite the heated
war of words, other analysts played down
the possibility of an armed clash. “The
point of these statements isn’t that war is
imminent; rather, they’re an attempt to fig-
ure out how to not go to war without los-
ing face,” Shen Dingli, vice dean of Fudan
University ’s Institute of International
Studies, told AFP.

“Neither side wants to go to war, but
China and India are acting like two unhap-
py little children.” China has rolled out a
massive new global infrastructure program
known as the “One Belt, One Road” initia-
tive, which it presents as a peaceful devel-
opment policy to connect Chinese compa-
nies to new markets around the world.
Critics see it as a geopolitical powerplay.

President Xi Jinping is set to meet
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi at a
summit of BRICS nations in the Chinese
city of Xiamen in early September and has
said he hopes for greater cooperation
within the bloc. But he is also gearing up
for a key party congress later this year, at
which he is expected to further consoli-
date his grip on power-making him unwill-
ing to appear weak by backing down in
the current dispute, said politics professor
Yvonne Chiu, who researches China’s mili-
tary at Hong Kong University. Chiu said
China was testing “how much they can get
away with, in a region that is unlikely to
draw the involvement of other major pow-
ers such as the US.” —AFP

China ups the ante in 
standoff with India

MANILA: (From left to right) Malaysia’s Foreign Minister Anifah Aman, Myanmar’s Minister of State of Foreign Affairs U Kyaw Tin,
Thailand’s Foreign Minister Don Pramudwinai, Vietnam’s Foreign Minister Pham Binh Minh, Philippines’ Foreign Secretary Alan
Peter Cayetano, Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan, Brunei’s Foreign Minister Lim Jock Seng, Cambodia’s Foreign
Minister Prak Sokhonn, Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi, Laos’ Foreign Minister Saleumxay Kommasith and ASEAN
Secretary-General Le Luong Minh join hands for a family photo during the opening ceremony of the 50th Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Regional Forum (ARF) meeting. —AFP

KATHMANDU: A Nepali transgender woman
and a man registered their marriage, a first in
the country, the couple said yesterday, despite
an absence of laws legalizing same-sex or
transgender unions. Monika Shahi Nath, 40,
who legally identifies as a third gender, mar-
ried Ramesh Nath Yogi, 22, in May and was
able to register  i t  in their  home distr ict
Dadeldhura in western Nepal last month.

“I have successfully registered my marriage
with my husband,” Nath said at a press confer-
ence, where she showed her marriage certifi-
cate. “This is also my attempt to awaken our
government to make legal changes.  Others
like me should also have the right to marry the
person they love,” she told AFP. Nepal’s law is
silent on same-sex or transgender marriages
despite a 2015 expert committee recommen-
dation to legalize same-sex marriages follow-
ing a Supreme Court order to enshrine the
rights of sexual minorities.

Pinky Gurung, president of the Blue
Diamond Society which works on behalf of sex-
ual minorities in Nepal, said that the wedding
was an achievement for their movement. “This is
a beginning. But we need to see the govern-
ment take action to legalise marriages for our
community and enact the necessary laws,” said
Gurung. However, a lack of legal clarity on the
issue could jeopardise the marriage.

“Validity of the same-sex or third-sex mar-
riage can be questioned even after marriage
registration if it is against the existing laws,”

said Deepak Kafle, Home Ministry spokesman.
Legal experts said that the couple could also
face allegations of polygamy which is illegal in
Nepal-as Yogi has an existing wife, and two
children, prior to this marriage. Nepal already

has some of the most progressive policies on
homosexuality in South Asia. In 2013 Nepal
introduced citizenships with a third gender
option and began issuing passports reflecting
the same in 2015. —AFP

KATHMANDU: Nepali transgender woman Monika Shahi Nath (L) and her husband
Ramesh Nath (R) pose for pictures with their marriage certificate after announcing
the registration of their marriage at a press conference. —AFP

Nepalese couple registers 
1st transgender marriage

AHMEDABAD: India’s main opposition
Congress Party staged angry nationwide
protests yesterday, blaming supporters of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for pelting
stones at the car of its leader Rahul Gandhi.
Congress workers shouted slogans outside
the headquarters of Modi’s ruling right-wing
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in New Delhi
and held street protests in other states.

Gandhi was travelling to a flood-hit area
in western Gujarat state Friday when a mob
carrying black flags pelted stones at his con-
voy. Although Gandhi was unhurt in the
attack, the windows of his car were
smashed, television channels showed. “BJP
workers threw stones at me, it hit my PSO
(personal security officer).  It is their style of
politics, what can I say,” said Gandhi, the
scion of the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty that
ruled India for decades through the
Congress party.

Gandhi, 47, has been seeking to revive

the party’s fortunes after BJP ousted it from
power in 2014 general elections. Gujarat,
Modi’s home state, goes to the polls in
December with the BJP seeking to retain
power. “Windowpanes of Cong VP’s car bro-
ken in an organised attack by goons, securi-
ty staff injured. BJP must know truth can’t be
silenced,” tweeted Randeep Surjewla, a
Congress spokesman.

The Congress also lodged a police com-
plaint of “murderous assault” against four
BJP workers. Police have detained one man
and are investigating the incident, the Press
Trust of India reported. Gandhi said he was
undeterred by the attack. “Narendra Modi ji,
slogans, black flags and stones will not deter
us... We will put in all our might into the
service of people,” he tweeted Friday.
Gandhi later met flood victims in
Banaskantha district of Gujarat where severe
monsoon flooding has killed more than 200
people so far. —AFP

Protests after mob attacks 
India oppn leader Gandhi

NEW DELHI: Activists and supporters of the Indian Youth Congress (IYC) stand on
police barricades while shouting slogans against Prime Minister of India Narendra
Modi outside the headquarters of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). —AFP
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By Dr James J Zogby

Immigration is a personal matter for me, as it is for
many Americans. Unless you are a Native American
descendant of the indigenous peoples who were dis-

placed by the settlers who first came to this country, or
an African American descendant of those who were
brought here in bondage as slaves, we are all immi-
grants or the descendants of immigrants. Because of the
central role immigration has played in shaping the
American experience, many families are defined by why
and how their ancestors came and started their lives in
this New World, the hardships they endured, and the
successes they realized. We tell their stories to one
another and to our children because they remind us
who we are. 

I had the privilege of working with Vice President Al
Gore, when he appointed me, in 1993, to serve co-chair
a project he was launching to support Israeli-
Palestinian peace. On my way over to the White House
to meet with him for the first time, I could not help but
be moved as I thought of the sweep of history that had
brought me to this point. And so, as we sat in his West
Wing office and he asked me to tell him a bit about
myself, I responded: “My father came from a one room,
mud floor, stone house in the hills of Lebanon. He
entered America illegally and became a citizen only 50
years ago. Today, his son is sitting with the Vice
President of the United States. It might be a bit abbrevi-
ated, sir, but that’s my story.”

My dad and his four brothers, two sisters, and moth-
er, like millions of others in the pre- and post-World War
I period, came to America to escape economic hardship
and political strife and to find opportunity and freedom.
The life they left had been difficult. The life they found
here also had its share of problems. Like so many other
Syrian-Lebanese, they were peddlers - and were reviled
for it. Called “parasites” and “Syrian trash”, they suffered
harsh discrimination. Efforts were made to have them
excluded. For the flimsiest of reasons many were reject-
ed upon entry or sent back. My mother’s father arrived
at Ellis Island with his brother. My maternal grandfather
was admitted, his brother was not. My grandfather was
told that the reason for his brother’s exclusion was glau-
coma. They never saw each other again, although my
grandfather did learn that his brother ultimately settled
in Brazil. I grew up wondering about my cousins, who
and where they were. 

My father was the last of his family to arrive. By the
time he was ready to make the voyage, visas had been
suspended for Syrians. The only way he was able to join
his family was to enter the US illegally. He later benefit-
ed from amnesty and became naturalized in 1942. On
both my mother’s and father’s sides, despite the hard-
ships they experienced, the bet they had placed on risk-
ing everything to come to this country paid off. They
built businesses, started families, bought homes, edu-
cated their children and watched them prosper. 

American story
I tell my American story knowing that it is the story

that can be told by millions of others. I also know this:
when I get into a taxi and meet the immigrant driver from
Nigeria, or go to restaurant and am waited on by a recent
immigrant from Tunisia, or try to speak (with the few
words of Spanish I know) to the Salvadorean woman who
comes to clean our office, or park my car and pay the fee
to recently arrived Ethiopian attendant, or think of the
Bosnian refugee family that bought and refurbished my
family’s old home in Upstate New York - I know that less
than a generation from now, their children will be able to
tell the same story about the heroic sacrifices their par-
ents made to give them the chance to prosper in freedom
in America. 

This is who we are. It is the collective story of our
past and it is the story that still defines who we and
want to be in the future. We came from many shores,
often escaping strife and hardship, all seeking the
opportunity to prosper in freedom. For all of us, immi-
grants and the descendants of immigrants, the words
inscribed on the “Lady in the Harbor” define our sense of
what America means:

“Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teaming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me.
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”
No other words better describe the promise that

America had held and still holds out to the world. And so
when President Donald Trump unveiled a new immigra-
tion bill this week, that would cut in half the number of
refugees as well as the overall number of immigrants to
be allowed in, end the lottery system that provided visas
for individuals from countries that have been historically
under-represented, and favor visa applicants with special
skills who speak English, I was shaken to my core. 

NOTE: Dr James J Zogby is the President of the Arab
American Institute

Washington Watch

Immigrant story at 

heart of America

Nearly 270 people have died in Canadian provincial
jails over the past five years. Two-thirds of them
were legally innocent. The high number of deaths

among prisoners awaiting trial, compiled by Reuters from
data provided by provincial governments, is the result of
some of the world’s toughest bail practices that have led to
overcrowding in jails, according to lawyers, prison officers
and prisoner rights advocates.

While the growing population of prisoners awaiting trial
has been well documented, the disproportionate death toll
in provincial jails has not. Provincial governments declined
to identify the dead, citing privacy concerns. Interviews,
inquest documents and news reports, however, show the
deceased prisoners awaiting trial ranged from young par-
ents who had breached bail conditions to people with
chronic mental illness jailed for uttering threats; from
accused murderers to addicts jailed for theft or drug-relat-
ed charges.

Reuters examined deaths in provincial jails from Jan
2012 through July 2017 for seven of 10 Canadian
provinces. Of the remaining three, one had no deaths and
the other two did not provide data broken down by custo-
dial status. The review found that 174 people died in
provincial jails while awaiting trial, compared to 80 who
died while serving sentences. These figures are high even
when one takes into account the disproportionate number
of pre-trial detainees in jails: People awaiting trial com-
prised 56 percent of all inmates in these provinces over
that time period, but 65 percent of the dead.

“Canadians are dying in prisons here in Canada on a
regular basis and it gets very little attention,” said lawyer
Kevin Egan, who represents several inmates suing Ontario’s
provincial government over conditions in their jails. All the
provinces Reuters spoke with said inmate and officer safety
are their top priority and that they take all in-custody
deaths seriously.

The office of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s justice min-
ister declined to comment, noting that the jails were the
responsibility of the provincial governments. Prisoners
awaiting trial accounted for 59 percent of the total number
of inmates in provincial jails in 2015, up from 27 percent in
1995, according to Statistics Canada. By comparison, peo-
ple who have not been convicted make up about 20 per-
cent of inmates in state and local institutions in the United
States, according to the U.S. advocacy group, the Prison
Policy Initiative.

‘We’re Not Just Covering Our Butts’
High-profile crimes committed by people on bail and

politicians’ “tough-on-crime” rhetoric have created a risk-
averse climate among prosecutors, said Simon Fraser
University criminologist Nicole Myers. But the president of

the Canadian Association of Crown Counsel, which repre-
sents prosecutors, disputes that. “We’re not just covering
our butts when we’re considering bail,” Rick Woodburn
said. “Each time a Crown attorney releases somebody, it’s
on them. It’s on them when (the accused goes) back out
and they commit another crime. It’s the No. 1 thing that
weighs on a Crown attorney’s mind,” he said.

The governments of Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba,
Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia told
Reuters they were reviewing their penal systems in an effort
to reduce the number of people locked up while awaiting tri-
al. Several said they were also trying to improve jail proce-
dures to ensure better care of prisoners. Manitoba, which
launched a review after a spate of deaths at a pre-trial deten-
tion center last year, is the only province investigating deaths
among prisoners awaiting trial.

In neighboring Saskatchewan, each in-custody death is
reviewed on a case-by-case basis,  Justice Ministry
spokesman Noel Busse wrote in an email. “At this time, the
Ministry has not done an in-depth analysis of why there are
more deaths in remand custody than there are in sen-
tenced custody,” he said. Seventy-five percent of deaths in
custody in Saskatchewan over the past five years have
involved prisoners awaiting trial, the Reuters review shows.

‘He Was at Risk’
When Adam Reed, 30, arrived at Ontario’s North Bay jail

in Nov 2012, charged with assault and violating his bail
conditions, the intake officer noted that Reed said he had
recently attempted suicide, an inquest into Reed’s death
later heard. A nurse evaluated Reed and did not deem him
a suicide risk, according to inquest documents. She told
the inquest she had not received the intake officer’s notes.
Only hours after being arrested, Reed was found hanging
from his cell door.

Reed, who was an alcoholic, had said if he ever went
back to jail he would take his life, his godmother Suzanne
Lajambe told Reuters. “So we were aware he was at risk.
You always believe that when they suffer from addiction
they’re better off and safer in custody than on their own.
We believed that. Until that happened.”

In response to the inquest, the jail implemented a new
suicide screening procedure, a spokesman for Ontario
Corrections Minister Marie-France Lalonde said. Almost as
many people died in Ontario jails in the first half of this
year (13) as died in all of last year (14), provincial data
shows. All but two were prisoners awaiting trial. Ontario
Attorney-General Yasir Naqvi told Reuters he wanted to
end the “churn” of people cycling in and out of the penal
system. “People, especially those who are low-risk and vul-
nerable, can be released under supervision as opposed to
being remanded,” he said.

Causes of Death
Reuters traced the causes of death for 148 of the 174

cases through inquests, government data interviews and
news reports. Of those:

● 50 were suicides
● 34 were by natural causes, which includes illnesses

and health conditions
● Nine were drug- or alcohol-related
● Four were homicides
● Four were accidental
● One followed an altercation with prison officers
● 46 were designated “undetermined” by provincial

governments, which means an investigation is ongoing or
an inquest is pending

Several factors have created the conditions for the high
body count, lawyers, former inmates and former correc-
tions officers say. Newly arrived prisoners who are awaiting
trial are more likely to have high amounts of drugs or alco-
hol in their systems and so are more at risk of overdosing
or suffering potentially life-threatening withdrawal symp-
toms. Three former inmates told Reuters they have had
prescription medication confiscated or have failed to get
medical attention as they shuttle to and from court.

People with a history of self-harm may not be watched
closely because their suicide risk is not communicated to
jail staff who are already over-stretched in crowded facili-
ties, lawyers and former corrections officers told Reuters.
Suspects picked up on minor charges are also sometimes
housed alongside those with a history of violence.

Canada’s provincial jails often have little to no classifica-
tion based on a person’s criminal history, risk level or med-
ical needs, said Howard Sapers, Canada’s former federal
prisons watchdog who is now advising Ontario on its
planned reform. As a result, he said, otherwise manageable
risks like illness or vulnerability to victimization can
become fatal. Erez Raz, a union official and former correc-
tional officer in Alberta, said overcrowding and the “revolv-
ing door” of pre-trial detainees made it difficult for correc-
tional officers to keep people safe and created a pressure
cooker situation for inmates.

Elizabeth Cromwell alleges that strained environment
contributed to her son’s death. Cromwell is suing the Nova
Scotia government after her 23-year-old son died of a
methadone overdose three years ago while awaiting trial
for breaching court conditions on past drug charges. It isn’t
clear how he obtained the methadone, but Cromwell
alleges in her lawsuit that the jail where her son died was
“overcrowded, understaffed and unsafe.” 

The provincial government has denied the allegation,
saying the jail “met the standard of care and did not expose
Clayton Cromwell to any unusual or actionable risks or
dangers.” — Reuters 

Legally innocent prisoners dying in Canada

US President Donald Trump is trying
to turn the Russia investigation into
a rallying cry. Far from avoiding talk

of the accelerating probe into his cam-
paign’s ties to Moscow, Trump is instead
using it to stoke the outrage of his most
loyal supporters. The probe, he argues, is an
outgrowth of the bias and resentment
media elites and Democrats hold against
his white, working-class base. The investi-
gation is a nefarious attempt to undo the
results of the election and seize power
from the voters who have been marginal-
ized, he says.

“They can’t beat us at the voting booths
so they are trying to cheat you out of the
future and the future that you want,” Trump
said in a defiant tone during a Thursday
night rally in Huntington, West Virginia.
“They are trying to cheat you out of the
leadership you want with a fake story that
is demeaning to all of us and most impor-
tantly, demeaning to our country and
demeaning to our Constitution.”

The message falls in line with Trump’s
longstanding appeal to the voters he has
called the “forgotten men and women of
our country” who lack a voice in govern-
ment. Trump casts himself as the voice of
the aggrieved who understands their trou-
bles. But this heavy reliance on his loyal
base, which comprise far short of an elec-
toral majority, carries risks. Long-term, it’s

unclear how his message will appeal to
mainstream Republicans, some of
whom are conducting inves-
tigations into his Russia
ties in Congress and are
unlikely to see special
counsel Robert
Mueller, the by-the-
book former FBI
director and decorat-
ed Vietnam War vet-
eran, as the face
of a witch hunt.

The message
also obscures
the issue his
base cares most
deeply about:
The economy. For
now, Trump appears
to be on solid ground
on that front. He has
presided over a strong economy
during his first six months in office -
he repeatedly noted this week
that the stock market had
risen to new heights. He
pointed Friday to the latest
job report, which showed
more than 200,000 new jobs
in July and an unemployment
rate of 4.3 percent, matching a 16-
year low. But a slip in the nation’s

economic fortunes before the 2020 election,
especially in states key to Trump’s

victory like Michigan,
Wisconsin and

Pennsylvania,
could make
it harder for
Trump to

hold onto his
base. In some

respects, Trump is
taking a page from his

favorite scapegoats: Bill
and Hillary Clinton.
During the late 1990s,

Bill Clinton assailed
House Republicans

and independent counsel
Ken Starr as fierce parti-
sans for pushing investiga-
tions into his affair with a

White House intern and his
role in an Arkansas land deal.

Hillary Clinton famously called
it a “vast right-wing conspiracy”.
Two decades later, when

Republicans pursued a lengthy
investigation into her handling of

the 2012 attacks in
Benghazi, Libya, she said

it was a partisan attempt
to hurt her 2016 cam-
paign. This time, Trump

has taken the partisan argument to a new
degree, parlaying it with his longstanding
indictment of the Washington “swamp” of
insiders whom he says hurt many
Americans. “He’s not just doing the partisan
playbook, but he’s making it about the sys-
tem in some ways going after him and
going after what the voters wanted,” said
presidential historian Julian Zelizer, a pro-
fessor at Princeton University.

Zelizer said the reliance on base politics
carries risks for Trump, who has already sus-
tained cracks in his support, embodied by
strained relations with Republican leader-
ship, Arizona Republican Sen  Jeff Flake’s
book criticizing Trump’s leadership, and
three GOP senators’ unwillingness to go
along on repealing “Obamacare”. “That
could be a dangerous path. Just the base
can’t protect him,” Zelizer said.

Most Americans don’t seem to share
Trump’s views on the investigation. Nearly
60 percent of Americans say they don’t
think Trump is taking the investigation into
Russian interference in the 2016 election
seriously enough and roughly the same
percentage think he’s tried to derail the
probe, according to a Quinnipiac poll pub-
lished this week. Still, before a raucous
crowd in West Virginia, the president called
the Russia story “a total fabrication” and an
excuse promulgated by Democrats for their
2016 defeat. — AP

Trump turns to Russia probe to poke critics
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As a result, the economy has remained relatively
resilient and job losses, particularly in the public sec-
tor, have been minimal. “We estimate that real GDP
grew by three percent in 2016 supported by public
investment growth. Over 2017-2020, we expect the
economy to grow at a similar pace on average sup-
ported by public spending on infrastructure projects,”
it noted. 

The first public-private partnership (PPP) projects
have been completed since the PPP law came into
force in 2015. Over the next few years, other projects
in power, infrastructure, and housing, currently in vari-
ous stages of implementation, are likely to be com-
pleted. This will help maintain economic growth, off-
setting the effects of low oil prices.

“We also expect a boost to growth as increased
capacity from investments in gathering centers and
upgrades to existing oil fields gradually come on
stream, over the forecast horizon. We expect Kuwait
will remain compliant with its commitment to OPEC to
cut production to 2.7 million barrels per day (bpd)
until the end of 2017. From then on, we anticipate that
Kuwaiti oil output will rise to over three million bpd in
2020. Production could increase further if an ongoing
dispute in the shared neutral zone with Saudi Arabia is
fully resolved.”

The agency added that geopolitical tensions per-
sist, with the IS militant group in Iraq and Syria, as well
as the ongoing war in Yemen, posing a threat to the
wider region and Kuwait. In Kuwait’s case, it explained,
the central government deficit informs the central
government’s financing requirement while the overall
general government balance includes all levels of gov-
ernment,  including f lows related to the Kuwait
Investment Authority (KIA).

The central government fiscal deficit is likely to
close faster if some of the measures the government is

currently considering, such as the introduction of a flat
corporate tax and a value-added tax, are implement-
ed. However, we do not anticipate that these are likely
to come into force before 2019 at the earliest.  The
Kuwaiti government, via the KIA, has accumulated
substantial assets through savings from oil and gas
production over the years. The size of assets managed
by the KIA is available only as a range of unofficial esti-
mates of up to 5x of 2017 GDP.  Weak oil  prices
prompted Kuwait’s first current account deficit of 4.5
percent of GDP in 2016 compared to a surplus of 3.5
percent in 2015 and an average surplus of nearly 40
percent over 2010-2014. The deficit was financed by
the liquidation of assets held abroad.

“We project that the current account will return to a
surplus in 2019 in line with our assumptions on oil
prices and production. Until  then we anticipate
deficits will be financed by a mix of external borrowing
- primarily via sovereign debt issuance - and the liqui-
dation of external assets.

“Even then we estimate that Kuwait’s net external
asset position will remain very strong at 7.5x current
account receipts (CARs) in 2017. Moreover, we project
that gross external financing needs will remain rela-
tively low, averaging about 100 percent of CARs plus
usable reserves over the next four years.” On its exter-
nal accounts, Kuwait’s metrics are very strong, and
stronger than those of almost all peers, including in
the GCC, the report said.  Kuwait’s exchange rate is
pegged to an undisclosed basket of currencies; this
basket is dominated by the US Dollar, the currency in
which the majority of Kuwaiti exports are priced and
transacted.

“We view Kuwait’s financial system as stable; its
banks are reasonably well capitalized, with ample liq-
uidity as per Basel III standards, and operate in a rea-
sonably strong regulatory environment. Our Banking
Industry Country Risk Assessment for Kuwait is ‘4’, on a
scale of ‘1’ (strongest) to ‘10’ (weakest).”  —  KUNA 

S&P maintains Kuwait rating, outlook..

DUBAI: Police in Dubai reopened the streets around one of
the world’s tallest residential skyscrapers after firefighters
put out a blaze that erupted early Friday in the high-rise,
forcing residents to evacuate in the middle of the night and
sending chunks of debris plummeting below. No major
injuries had been reported in the tower, located in an
upscale waterfront district heavily populated by expatriates
from around the world. A few people were treated for
smoke inhalation, according to Dubai’s Gulf News website.

Several residents said the fire broke out just after 1 am at
the 87-storey Torch Tower - a more than 335-m residential
building in Dubai’s Marina district. The tower has 676 apart-
ments - 38 of which were burnt and destroyed by the fire,
according to the official Dubai media office. Sixty-four
floors of the facade of the building were also burnt, they
said. The same building had also caught fire just two-and-a-
half years earlier.

The cause of the fire on was not immediately known but
in the past, such infernos in Dubai have been linked to
highly flammable building cladding - as was the devastat-
ing June tower fire in London that killed at least 80 people.
“You never think it’s going to happen to you,” said Alireza
Aletomeh, a resident of the tower. “I had cash in there, furni-
ture, paintings. ... Many things that are very valuable to me.”

Aletomeh, a sales manager, said he moved to the
Torch Tower just three months ago, snagging an apart-
ment on the 54th floor of the luxury tower. He said he
was coming home after midnight when building security
guards told him to remain in the street because a fire had
erupted. He said his roommate grabbed their passports
and that it took him more than two hours to come down
the stairway because of the rush of people trying to get
out at the same time. At least one woman passed out in
the stairway, Aletomeh said.

Nearly the entire length of the building on one side
became engulfed in flames at one point during the blaze as
residents looked on from below, many in tears. The firefight-
ers battled the blaze for more than two hours. Officials say
84 floors of the building are residential and three are for
services. Dubai’s Civil Defense announced at about 3:30 a.m.
that firefighters had brought the blaze under control and
said cooling operations were underway. Authorities shared
video of the building from the outside later on Friday, show-
ing the entire length of the tower charred on one side.

By midday Friday, a few police cars could be seen in the
area, but the main streets around it were open to traffic and
had been wiped clean of debris, some of which had fallen
on cars parked below. The skyscraper, however, remained
closed to residents. Officials said they were providing shel-
ter at three nearby hotels for residents. By nightfall, resi-
dents still had not been told when they would be allowed

to return to check on their apartments.
The Torch Tower previously caught fire in Feb 2015; there

were also no casualties reported in that blaze. In both inci-
dents, fire alarms alerted residents and building staff
knocked on doors to ensure evacuation. Kingfield Owner
Association Management Services, which manages the
tower, did not provide any details about the cause of the
blaze in a brief response to questions. “The safety of all resi-
dents and staff is of the utmost importance, and our efforts
are currently focused on arranging the necessary emer-
gency accommodation for residents,” spokeswoman Anel-
Carline Beukes said without elaborating.

No sprinklers
The tower was built by developer Select Group and

opened in 2011. Select did not respond to requests for
comment. Aletomeh, who is now staying with friends, said
towers like the Torch should have sprinklers. He wondered
why Civil Defense crews did not deploy helicopters to try
and extinguish the fire quicker. “Putting out the fire was the
most important thing, which took them so long,” he said.

Simon Bach, a New Zealander who lives in a high-rise
across the street, told AP he saw a few policemen as well as
Emiratis in traditional white robes helping people get out.
About 10 to 12 fire trucks arrived quickly on the scene, he
said. He said just as the firefighters had seemed to bring the
blaze under control, falling debris ignited a part of the
building further down. “It seemed really out of control,” he
said. “People were streaming out of the car parks of the
building.”

Several skyscrapers in the United Arab Emirates have
caught fire in recent years, including a towering inferno
that engulfed a 63-story luxury hotel in Dubai on New
Year’s Eve in 2016. In that blaze, as in others in Dubai in
recent years, residents escaped without major injury. And
on Thursday evening, in the neighboring emirate of
Sharjah, an under-construction tower caught fire that raged
for several hours as local media and nearby residents post-
ed dramatic images of the blaze.

Earlier this year, Dubai passed new fire safety rules
requiring buildings with quick-burning side paneling to
replace it with more fire-resistant siding. Authorities have
previously acknowledged that at least 30,000 buildings
across the UAE have cladding or paneling that safety
experts have said accelerates the rapid spread of fires. While
the new regulations are now in place for construction in
Dubai and other cities, it’s unclear how authorities will force
owners to replace flammable siding with better material.
The tragic June inferno in London prompted Britain to
order more thorough testing on the cladding systems of its
towers. — AP

DUBAI: Fire is seen at the 1,105-foot tall Torch tower skyscraper on Friday. — AFP 

Blaze sweeps through Dubai 
skyscraper for second time

A runner makes her way on the Tsanfleuron Glacier during the last kilometres of the Glacier 3000 run and
marathon above Les Diablerets yesterday. A total of 1,200 runners took part in the 26-km run or in the
marathon distance. The 42-km mountain run, organized for the first time, is being called the hardest in
Switzerland for 2017, with an altitude gain of 2,757 m starting from the center of Gstaad  —  AFP 



LONDON: Olympic champion Nafi Thiam soared into the lead of the
heptathlon at the IAAF World Championships in London yesterday. The
Belgian university student cleared 1.95m in the high jump
to end the morning’s session on 2,215 points, eight
ahead of Cuban Yorgelis Rodriguez, who improved her
high jump best by 8cm as she matched Thiam.
Dutchwoman Nadine Visser topped times for the open-
ing 100m hurdles, Thiam chipping in with the 11th
fastest time. Britain’s Katarina Johnson-Thompson was
sixth in the hurdles, but flopped badly in the high
jump, managing a best of only 1.80m, far off
her personal best of 1.98m. The heptathletes
round off later with the shot put and 200m,
before tackling the long jump, javelin and
800m today. — AFP
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LONDON: Olympic triathlon champion Alistair Brownlee confirmed
yesterday he will be sidelined for the rest of the year after hip surgery.
Brownlee, who has moved up from triathlon to tackle the Ironman
70.3 series this year, had been left with no choice but to have the pro-
cedure after battling with the injury for several years. Posting on
Instagram alongside a picture of himself in the Yorkshire Dales,
Brownlee said: “After years of struggling with a chronic hip problem, I
go under the knife. It has been a tough decision but suffering from an
acute flare I am left with little option. “Unfortunately it will take me
away from competing for the rest of the year but I hope it will enable
me to continue doing what I love for many years to come. In the
meantime I’ll get to enjoy a bit of Yorkshire relaxation which is a rare
treat.” Brownlee returned to triathlon in June to win the World Series
event in Leeds and had earned a place at the Ironman 70.3 World
Championship after winning on his debut in Utah in May.— AFP

Olympic triathlon champ 
Brownlee has hip surgery

MADRID: Cristiano Ronaldo told a Spanish court he “would like to return
to England” due to his tax troubles in Spain, Spanish radio station

Cadena Ser reported yesterday. The Real Madrid star was called to
testify in court on Monday over accusations he evaded 14.7 mil-

lion euros ($17.3 million) in tax on his image rights via a com-
plicated web of shell companies based in the British Virgin

Islands and Ireland. However, Ronaldo has insisted he did
not create a “special structure” to manage his image rights
when he moved to Real in 2009 but simply maintained
the one set up in 2004 while he was at Manchester

United. That structure had been recommended to the
Portuguese captain by United via their specialist sports
lawyer Chris Farnell. “Chris told me it was what all the foot-

ballers did and I didn’t want to be an exception,”
Ronaldo added in court.—AFP

Ronaldo ‘wants 
England return’ 

Thiam on top 
in heptathlon
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TOKYO: TOYOTA GAZOO Racing took its first-
ever podium in the 6 Hours of Nu¸rburgring in
a challenging fourth round of the 2017 FIA
World Endurance Championship (WEC). The
pole position-winning #7 TS050 Hybrid of
Mike Conway, Kamui Kobayashi, and Jose
Maria Lopez claimed the third position after
leading the early stages and setting the fastest
lap of the race. The #8 car of Sebastien Buemi,
Anthony Davidson, and Kazuki Nakajima fin-
ished fourth in the race.

“We are delighted to have secured a podi-
um finish at the 6 Hours of Nurburgring, and I
would like to congratulate the drivers, engi-
neers, and support staff for putting on a good
race, “said Takayuki Yoshitsugu, Chief

Representative, Middle East and North Africa
Representative Office, Toyota Motor
Corporation. “At Toyota, we hold a shared
belief that participating in racing events like
the World Endurance Championship, which
put our people and cars to the ultimate test, is
key to developing our human resources and
making ‘ever-better cars’. We deeply appreciate
the support we have received from our fans,
and we look forward to enjoying their contin-
ued backing through the rest of the season.” 

On this occasion, Toshio Sato, Team
President, said, “Nurburgring has again been a
challenging race for us. We showed good one-
lap speed, and we enjoyed the close fight with
the race winner, but the car balance changed

during the race, and this means we lost some
performance. Today’s race was really a damage
limitation exercise in terms of the World
Championship. We believe we will be stronger
during the rest of the season in North America
and Asia, when the target will be to close the
gap and fight for the World Championship.”

After light rain in the morning, the fourth of
nine championship rounds was held in dry
conditions. The race began in the worst possi-
ble way for car #8 when a fuel pump problem
prevented Sebastien taking the start normally.
After a very slow formation lap, he was forced
to pit to fit a new fuel pump, losing eight min-
utes and five laps. 

While Kamui led the opening stages in the

#7 from pole position, Sebastien began the #8
car’s fight back. The battle for the lead was
enthralling, with Kamui keeping the two com-
petitor cars behind during the first hour before
handing over to Jose Maria at the first pit stops.

After 80 minutes of fierce racing, the #7
dropped to third place, but Jose Maria fought
back and kept the pressure on. At the start of
his second stint, with two hours completed, he
was within two seconds of the race leader.
However, as the race wore on, a change of
aerodynamic performance negatively affected
both cars. With little realistic prospect of a
change of positions, the two TS050 hybrids
focused on completing a clean race to secure
the valuable World Championship points.

Kamui took the chequered flag for the #7
car in third, earning the team’s fourth podium
of the season, 1min 4.768secs behind the win-
ner. After a fighting drive back to fourth,
Kazuki finished the race for the #8 car five laps
down. That result means Toyota stays in the
fight for the manufacturers’ World
Championship. The #8 crew lead the challenge
in the drivers’ standings and are now 30 points
away from the leaders.

The Nurburgring race marked the end of
the European leg of the WEC season, with the
teams heading to North America next for races
in Mexico City (September 3th) and Austin
(September 16th), prior to the final three races
of 2017, which will take place in Asia.

TOYOTA GAZOO racing earns first ever podium finish at Nurburgring

WASHINGTON: Kei Nishikori of Japan competes with Tommy Paul of USA at William H.G. FitzGerald Tennis Center on Fridat in Washington. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Top-10 rivals Kei Nishikori and
Alexander Zverev advanced to a semi-final
showdown at the ATP and WTA Citi Open on
Friday while second-ranked Simona Halep
retired with heat fatigue. Ninth-ranked
Nishikori ,  the 2015 champion on the
Washington hardcourts, saved three match
points in a tension-packed second set before
rallying to beat 225th-ranked American 20-year-
old Tommy Paul 3-6, 7-6 (10/8), 6-4 after two
hours and 40 minutes.

“It was a great battle,” Nishikori said. “He
almost had it. Happy to win.” Zverev, a 20-year-
old German seeking his fourth ATP title of the
year and ranked a career-high eighth, took only
57 minutes to eliminate Russia’s Daniil
Medvedev 6-2, 6-4. “I felt so good from the
start,” Zverev said. “It was a great match for me. 

It’s just all coming together now.” It will be
the first career meeting between Nishikori and
Zverev. “I’m sure it’s going to be a tough match,”
Nishikori said. He has been playing really well.”
“Kei has been in the top 10 for a long time now,”
Zverev said. “He’s going to be a tough test on
the hardcourts.”

The other semi-final sends US eighth seed
Jack Sock-a 7-5, 6-4 winner over Canadian third
seed Milos Raonic-against South African 15th
seed Kevin Anderson, who blasted 21 aces to

defeat 200th-ranked Indian qualifier Yuki
Bhambri 6-4, 4-6, 6-3, after ousting top seed
Dominic Thiem on Thursday.

“I definitely have the belief in myself that I’m
able to win this tournament,” Anderson said. “If I
play my best tennis I have a chance to do very
well.” A day after complaining that severe heat
left her feeling “a bit dead,” French Open runner-
up Halep quit her quarter-final match in even
more scorching conditions, allowing Russian
seventh seed Ekaterina Makarova to advance 2-
6, 6-3, 1-0. “It was just the heat. I felt a little bit
sick and I couldn’t continue,” Halep said. “I had a
headache and I felt sick.”

KEI’S EXPERIENCE PAYS OFF 
Nishikori’s second-set drama intensified

when Paul, in only his sixth career ATP main
draw, hit a cross-court winner for an 8-7 tie-
breaker edge. But Paul followed with a wide
forehand, a backhand beyond the baseline and
a miss-hit, handing Nishikori the set after 73
grueling minutes.

“For sure he got a l ittle bit tight,” said
Nishikori.  “But those points I played good
points. I didn’t make any unforced errors. Very
focused. Experience worked well  for me.”
Nishikori, in his first event since a third-round
Wimbledon exit, broke in the third game of the

final set and held serve from there to eliminate
Paul, who reached his first career ATP quarter-
final last week in Atlanta.

“It was a tough match but it was a lot of fun,”
Paul said. “It was awesome. I didn’t want to leave
the court when I was done.” Nishikori hasn’t won
an ATP title in 18 months, making his 30th start
this week since winning last year at Memphis, a
run that includes six losses in finals.

Raonic’s title drought reached 19 months
and 30 events after falling to Sock. The 2014
Washington winner last lifted an ATP trophy in
2016 at Brisbane.

‘CRAZY HOT AND HUMID’ 
US eighth seed Sock won 12 of the last 14

points over Raonic in the first set and broke the
Canadian in the penultimate game of the sec-
ond on the way to an 85-minute victory. “I was
able to scrap out some balls and stay in some
points to finish it off,” Sock said. “It has been
crazy humid and hot.”

Sock has a 2-1 career edge on Anderson,
winning their most recent meeting in last year’s
Auckland semi-final. Top seed Halep broke
Makarova three times to take the first set in 30
minutes, but the Russian battled back to win
the second set and broke to open the third
before Halep retired.—AFP

Nishikori escapes upset bid, 
faces Zverev in semi-final

Walker take two-shot lead,
Spieth, McIlroy in hunt

LOS ANGELES: Jimmy Walker, gearing up
for his PGA Championship title defense,
fired a five-under par 65 on Friday to take a
two-shot lead at the halfway stage of the
World Golf Championships Bridgestone in
Akron, Ohio.

Walker shook off lengthy weather delays
as thunderstorms disrupted action at
Firestone Country Club. He carded six
birdies with just one bogey en route to a
36-hole total of seven-under 133.

Walker edged ahead of overnight leader
Thomas Pieters of Belgium when he rolled
in an eight footer for birdie at the 15th.
Pieters then fell further back with a bogey
at the par-three 15th, where he was unable
to get up and down from a bunker.

He had two birdies and two bogeys in
an even par 70 for 135.  “I played decent,”
Pieters said. “I hit plenty of greens-I think a
bit less than yesterday. The driver was still a
little bit off. Ball striking’s been good, same
today. Missed a couple short ones on 17
and 18, but rolling the putter nicely, so
looking forward to this weekend.” It was a
further stroke back to Rory McIlroy, Zach
Johnson and Hideki Matsuyama on 136.

McIlroy, playing his first tournament
since sacking longtime caddie J.P.
Fitzgerald as he tries to turn around a so-far
disappointing season, chipped in for birdie
at the 16th en route to a one-under 69
while Japan’s Matsuyama and America’s
Johnson both shot 67.

“Once we got back out there after the
delay, I think everybody felt a little flat,”
McIlroy said of playing after the afternoon

delay of more than three hours.
“I didn’t help myself by missing a few

chances as soon as we came back out.
Luckily I  found one birdie coming in.”
Australian Jason Day turned in a four-under
66 to join a group of six players on 137 that
also included British Open champion
Jordan Spieth, who signed for a 70.

Day had charged up the leaderboard
with four birdies in his first five holes and
five birdies on the front nine.

But he appeared to tweak his trouble-
some back, and had two bogeys and a
birdie coming in.

MARATHON DAY 
Organizers had moved up tee times in a

bid to beat the weather and Walker, who
was diagnosed with debilitating Lyme
Disease in April, admitted the day “did feel
like a marathon”.

But he added that for him it was “a great
day”.  “(I) played solid, hit it well, made
some putts-just solid, a solid day of golf.”

Walker, who hasn’t lifted a trophy since
making his major breakthrough at last
year’s PGA Championship, hasn’t contend-
ed on the big stage this year. He missed the
cut at the US Open and finished tied for
54th at the British Open, and said he wasn’t
thinking about his title defense at Quail
Hollow next week. “It’s just important for
me to have a good week,” he said. “I haven’t
had too many this year, it’s been kind of
rough. But things have been trending, I feel
like, and hopefully this is shades of things
to come.” — AFP

AKRON: Jordan Spieth acknowledges the crowd as he walks to the 18th green during
the second round of the World Golf Championships - Bridgestone Invitational at
Firestone Country Club South Course on Friday in Akron, Ohio. —AFP



S P O RT S
SUNDAY, AUGUST 6, 2017

BASEBALL

NEW YORK: Yu Darvish fit right in with the
steamrolling Dodgers, striking out 10 over
seven innings of three-hit ball during his
Los Angeles debut to pitch the top team in
the majors past the New York Mets 6-0 on
Friday night. Chris Taylor hit a leadoff homer
against Jacob deGrom, and Mets nemesis
Chase Utley added a two-run shot as Los
Angeles improved baseball’s best record to
77-32 with its 11th victory in 12 games.
Yasiel Puig also went deep for the Dodgers,
who have outscored New York 42-11 in win-
ning all five meetings this season. In his first
start since being acquired from Texas for
three prospects just before Monday’s trade
deadline, Darvish (7-9) only made the
Dodgers look even better. With his confi-
dent teammates behind him, the four-time
All-Star snapped a five-game losing streak
and won for the first time in nine outings
since June 12 at Houston. DeGrom (12-5)
allowed three runs and five hits in five
innings. He has dropped consecutive starts
after winning eight straight.

NATIONALS 4, CUBS 2
Daniel Murphy homered twice and

Tanner Roark pitched into the seventh
inning, leading Washington to the victory.
With the game-time temperature at 63,
Murphy hit a two-run homer in the first and
connected off Kyle Hendricks leading off
the sixth for a 3-0 lead. Roark (9-7) was
working on a shutout before Javier Baez
chased him with a two-run homer with one
out in the seventh. Hendricks (4-4) gave up
three runs and five hits in seven innings.
Chicago has lost three straight after win-
ning 14 of 17 following the All-Star break.
Sean Doolittle worked the ninth for his fifth
save in as many chances since he was
acquired from Oakland on July 16.

INDIANS 7, YANKEES 2
Trevor Bauer won his third straight start,

and Cleveland extended New York’s losing
streak to four. Bauer (10-8) allowed one run
in seven innings, on Todd Frazier’s fifth-
inning homer. Third baseman Giovanny

Urshela made an outstanding defensive
play on Clint Frazier’s grounder to throw out
Ronald Torreyes at home plate, and Gary
Sanchez stranded the bases loaded with a
strikeout. Traded from Atlanta to Minnesota
to New York, Jaime Garcia (1-1) became the
first pitcher to make three straight appear-
ances as a starter for three different teams
since Gus Weyhing in 1895, according to the
Elias Sports Bureau. Garcia gave up six runs,
five earned, and five hits in 4 2/3 innings.

TWINS 8, RANGERS 4
Bartolo Colon threw his first complete

game in two years to earn his first win
with Minnesota. Brian Dozier homered
twice and Robbie Grossman also connect-
ed as the Twins won for just the third time
in 11 games.  In his  four th star t  for
Minnesota, the 44-year-old Colon (3-9)
scattered nine hits in his 37th career com-
plete game and first since Sept. 5, 2015,
with the New York Mets. Elvis Andrus had
three doubles and Carlos Gomez homered
for the Rangers. Martin Perez (5-10) got
the loss.

DIAMONDBACKS 2, GIANTS 1
Paul Goldschmidt had three hits for

Arizona, and rookie Anthony Banda earned
his first career win. David Peralta doubled
and reached twice to help the
Diamondbacks (63-46) beat Madison
Bumgarner and the Giants in the first
matchup between the NL West rivals since
early April. One day after hitting a career-
high three home runs at Wrigley Field,
Goldschmidt reached on an infield single in
the second, tripled in the fourth to drive in
A.J. Pollock and tacked on an RBI single off
the wall  in left in the sixth. Brandon
Crawford drove in San Francisco’s lone run
with a bases-loaded walk in the fourth.
Bumgarner (1-5) was charged with two
runs in seven innings. Banda (1-1) allowed
one run and three hits in six innings.
Fernando Rodney retired three batters for
his 25th save.

ROCKIES 4, PHILLIES 3
Colorado left-hander Kyle Freeland left

with a strained left groin after facing three
batters, and D.J. LeMahieu singled in the go-
ahead run in the eighth for the Rockies.
Freeland, whose 11 wins this season lead
major league rookies, appeared to tweak
the leg after delivering a pitch to Aaron
Altherr. Manager Bud Black and team train-
ers came out to check Freeland and made
the decision to pull him after he threw sev-
eral warmup pitches. Rockies spokesman
Warren Miller said there was no word on
Freeland’s status for his next scheduled
start. Nolan Arenado hit a tying homer in
the seventh, and Mike Dunn (4-1) pitched 1
1/3 innings for the victory. Greg Holland got
three outs for his 34th save. The last-place
Phillies have dropped four in a row. Luis
Garcia (1-3) got the loss.

RED SOX 3, WHITE SOX 2, 11 INNINGS
Mitch Moreland homered with two outs

in the 11th inning, lifting the Red Sox to
their fourth consecutive victory. Moreland, a
defensive replacement in the 10th, drove a
pitch from Aaron Bummer (0-2) over the
Green Monster for his 14th of the season. It
was Boston’s second game-ending homer
this week. The AL East-leading Red Sox
moved three games ahead of the second-
place Yankees, who lost 7-2 at Cleveland.
The White Sox were 1 for 10 with runners in
scoring position and left 10 on base while
losing their fourth in a row. Eduardo Nunez
hit a tying solo homer for Boston in the
sixth, and Heath Hembree (2-3) got three
outs for the win.

ASTROS 16, BLUE JAYS 7
Alex Bregman hit a two-run homer and

Marwin Gonzalez added a three-run shot as
part of a nine-run fourth inning, helping
Houston stop a three-game slide. Tyler
White homered twice for the Astros, and
Yuli Gurriel also went deep. White finished
with four hits and five RBIs. Brad Peacock
(10-1) got his seventh straight win despite
allowing a season-high seven runs in six
innings. Kendrys Morales, Russell Martin
and Ryan Goins homered for Toronto. Cesar
Valdez (1-1) allowed six runs in 3 1/3 innings
in his second straight rough start.

BRAVES 5, MARLINS 3
R.A. Dickey won for the first time in seven

starts, Nick Markakis hit a three-run homer
and the Braves overcame Giancarlo
Stanton’s two home runs to beat the
Marlins. Stanton hit his 34th and 35th
homers, passing Yankees slugger Aaron
Judge for most in the majors, to give the
Marlins a 3-1 lead in the sixth. Markakis took
Adam Conley (4-4) deep in the bottom half
of the inning to make it 4-3. Dickey (7-7)
allowed three runs in six innings. Arodys
Vizcaino worked the ninth for his fourth
save in six chances.

BREWERS 2, RAYS 0
Brandon Woodruff allowed seven hits in

6 1/3 innings in his major league debut and
Orlando Arcia homered and scored both
runs for Milwaukee. The Brewers won for the

third time in four games and moved within
a half-game of the Cubs for the top spot in
the NL Central. Arcia’s three hits included a
triple off Jake Faria (5-2) in the third and his
10th homer of the season in the eighth. Eric
Thames followed the triple with an RBI sin-
gle. Woodruff (1-0) struck out six and
walked two. Corey Knebel pitched the ninth
for his 21st save. Logan Morrison had three
of Tampa Bay’s nine hits.

MARINERS 5, ROYALS 2
James Paxton tied a Mariners’ record by

winning his seventh straight start, and
Seattle moved back over .500. Paxton (12-3)
did not allow a hit until Mike Moustakas’
single with one out in the fifth, and
Brandon Moss’ two-out single ended
Paxton’s scoreless streak at 21 innings.
Paxton was charged with two runs in six
innings. Edwin Diaz worked the ninth for
his 22nd save in 26 chances. Kansas City’s
Jason Hammel (5-9) gave up three runs and
six hits in 6 1/3 innings.

PIRATES 10, PADRES 6
Gregory Polanco hit a three-run homer

into the Allegheny River during Pittsburgh’s
six-run seventh inning. With Pittsburgh trail-
ing 6-4 and two men on, Polanco belted a
pinch-hit drive 434 feet onto the riverwalk
beyond the right-field wall. Twenty-nine dif-
ferent players have hit 43 home runs into the
river since PNC Park opened in 2001. Padres
right-hander Kirby Yates (2-2) recorded just
one out and was charged with six runs. A.J.
Schugel (2-0) won for the first time since July
9, striking out one batter in the seventh.

TIGERS 5, ORIOLES 2
Justin Upton hit a grand slam in the

eighth inning to back a strong pitching per-
formance by Justin Verlander, and the sur-
prising Tigers earned their fourth straight
victory. Jim Adduci also homered for the
Tigers, who have won six of seven despite
unloading three stars before the non-waiver
trade deadline. Detroit’s four-game winning
streak matches a season high. Verlander (7-
7) struck out 10 and gave up two runs and
six hits over seven innings. Bruce Rondon,
who entered with an 11.20 ERA, worked the
ninth for his first save. Tim Beckham went 4
for 4 with a home run and Manny Machado
also went deep for the Orioles, who have
dropped two in a row to Detroit following a
five-game winning streak. Mychal Givens (7-
1) got the loss.

ANGELS 8, ATHLETICS 6
Pinch hitter Luis Valbuena hit a two-run

single in Los Angeles’ four-run seventh,
helping the Angels rally for their fourth
straight win. The Angels won for the sixth
time in eight games to get back to .500 at
55-55. They are two games back in the race
for the final American League wild-card
spot. Kole Calhoun, Andrelton Simmons and
Ben Revere began the seventh with consec-
utive walks against reliever Daniel
Coulombe (2-2). Valbuena tied it at six with
a one-out single against Blake Treinen.
Yunel Escobar and Mike Trout added run-
scoring hits for the Angels. Jesse Chavez (6-
10) got the win and Bud Norris pitched the
ninth for his 18th save. —AP

SAN FRANCISCO: Adam Rosales #9 of the Arizona Diamondbacks tries to steal at second base before being tagged out by Brandon Crawford #35 of the San Francisco Giants during the ninth inning at AT&T Park on friday in San
Francisco, California. The Diamondbacks defeated the Giants 2-1.  Stephen. — AFP

Darvish makes strong debut as Dodgers crush Mets

MLB Results/Standings

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 61 49 .555 -
NY Yankees 57 51 .528 3
Tampa Bay 57 54 .514 4.5
Baltimore 53 56 .486 7.5
Toronto 51 58 .468 9.5

Central Division
Cleveland 59 48 .551 -
Kansas City 56 52 .519 3.5
Minnesota 52 55 .486 7
Detroit 51 57 .472 8.5
Chicago White Sox 41 66 .383 18

Western Division
Houston 70 39 .642 -
Seattle 56 55 .505 15
LA Angels 55 55 .500 15.5 
Texas 52 57 .477 18
Oakland 48 62 .436 22.5

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 64 43 .598 -
Miami 51 56 .477 13
Atlanta 50 58 .463 14.5
NY Mets 49 58 .458 15
Philadelphia 39 68 .364 25

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 57 51 .528 -
Milwaukee 58 53 .523 0.5
St. Louis 53 56 .486 4.5
Pittsburgh 53 56 .486 4.5
Cincinnati 45 64 .413 12.5

Western Division
LA Dodgers 77 32 .706 -
Arizona 63 46 .578 14
Colorado 63 47 .573 14.5
San Diego 48 60 .444 28.5
San Francisco 42 69 .378 36

Arizona 2, San Francisco 1; LA Angels 8, Oakland 6; Colorado 4, Philadelphia 3; Seattle 5, Kansas City 2;
Minnesota 8, Texas 4; Houston 16, Toronto 7; Atlanta 5, Miami 3; Boston 3, Chicago White Sox 2 (11 innings); LA
Dodgers 6, NY Mets 0; Milwaukee 2, Tampa Bay 0; Cleveland 7, NY Yankees 2; Detroit 5, Baltimore 2; Pittsburgh
10, San Diego 6; Cincinnati 3, St. Louis 2; Washington 4, Chicago Cubs 2.

HOUSTON: Norichika Aoki #23 of the Toronto Blue Jays bats in the ninth inning against the
Houston Astros at Minute Maid Park on Friday in Houston, Texas.  — AFP
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BRNO: World championship leader Marc
Marquez claimed his fourth pole posi-
tion of the season after beating
Valentino Rossi in yesterday’s qualifying
for the Czech MotoGP in Brno. The reign-
ing world MotoGP champion clocked
1min 54.981sec on his Honda to finish
0.92sec ahead of Italian veteran Rossi, of
Yamaha, with Spaniard Dani Pedrosa at
0.138 for Honda.

The 24-year-old Marquez’s 41st pole
position in MotoGP, and 69th across the
three classes, gives him a fantastic chance

of extending his championship advan-
tage. “Tomorrow we’ll see what weather
conditions we have, as it looks a bit unsta-
ble and not as warm,” said Marquez. “It
will be a long, hard race but we should be
able to fight for the podium in either the
dry or the wet, so we’re looking forward
to it and to enjoying the race.”

Considering his domination of the
last four seasons that have delivered
three top-class titles, Marquez does not
have a very good record around the
Brno circuit and is without a win since

2013. But he was in fine fettle in qualify-
ing, and his rivals will have to find some
extra speed to beat him in today’s race.
“I’m very happy with today because I
knew that making the pole would be
tough, as I normally struggle at this
track, but I tried for it anyway,” he added.

The world champion’s compatriot
Maverick Vinales struggled though, and
qualified down in seventh place as he
looks to cut the five-point gap to
Marquez at the top of the riders’ stand-
ings. In the tightest title battle since the

points system was changed in 1993, the
38-year-old Rossi is still in the hunt for a
tenth world title. The legendary Italian
has only won once this season, but has
remained consistent and is only ten
points adrift of Marquez in fourth.

He produced an impressive second
lap in qualifying to take second place,
after going third-fastest in both the third
and fourth practice sessions earlier in
the day. “It ’s a shame for the pole,
because we were close, but the second
place is a very good result and front row

is a good place to start the race from
tomorrow,” said Rossi.

“I knew I had a good potential and on
the second run I was in the right posi-
tion, with clear track in front, and I rode
well. I was able to push without making
any mistakes.” The other world title con-
tender, Ducati’s Andrea Dovizioso,
showed reasonable speed yesterday and
will start the race from fourth place.

Briton Cal Crutchlow and former
world champion Jorge Lorenzo com-
plete the second row. — AFP

LONDON: Cuba’s Yoandys Lescay, South Africa’s Wayde Van Niekerk and France’s Teddy Atine - Venel, from left, compete in a men’s 400-meter
heat during the World Athletics Championships in London yesterday. — AP

LONDON: South Africa’s Wayde van Niekerk and
Elaine Thompson of Jamaica two athletes who the
sport’s authorities hope will take up the baton
after the retirement of superstar Usain Bolt coast-
ed through their heats at the world champi-
onships yesterday.  Their performances were sim-
ply the appetiser on the day when 30-year-old
Bolt will run his last individual races in a major
championship in the 100 metres-and the charis-
matic Jamaican hopes culminate in his 12th world
gold medal although he may not be able to afford
the terrible start he had in his heat on Friday. 

400m world record holder Van Niekerk-who
has trained with Bolt’s group and is hoping to
emulate Michael Johnson in the 1995 world
championship and do the 200/400m double-was
content to allow Costa Rican Nery Brenes to have
his moment in the sun in his heat for 350 metres
before he upped a gear to saunter across the line
in front-Brenes day turned sour as he was subse-
quently disqualified.

Young American Fred Kerley looked very
impressive in strolling to victory in his heat, the 22-
year-old all but pulling up in the final 50 metres-
leaving experienced campaigners such as
Belgium’s 2010 European champion Kevin Borlee
trailing in his wake although the 29-year-old took
one of the other automatic qualifying spots in
third. Botswana’s Africa champion Baboloki Thebe
signalled he would be a live medal contender with
an impressive performance in winning his heat ad
make up for the 20-year-old’s disappointment of
injury preventing him from taking his place in the
Olympic semi-finals last year.

CONQUER THE WORLD
He was joined in the semi-finals by compatriot

Isaac Makwala, who won his heat beating
American veteran two-time world champion and
2008 Olympic gold medalist LaShawn Merritt.
“Wayde van Niekerk is my brother. We want to
conquer the world together and make the final for
Africa,” said 30-year-old Makwala.  “He is so friendly
and a lovely guy.” Thompson danced through the
rain to book her place in the 100 metres semi-
finals whilst bitter rival Dafne Schippers of The
Netherlands also looked in smart form in finishing
second in her heat.

Schippers, who admits her relationship with
100m and 200m Olympic champion Thompson is
‘very bad’, has moved mountains to redress the
gap between herself and the Jamaican including
working on her start.  “I’ve been working on my
starts and that one was okay,” said 25-year-old
Schippers, who finished fifth in last year’s 100m
Olympic final and then took silver in the 200m.

“My body is feeling good at the moment and I
am not tired. “I am excited for the semi-finals
tomorrow (Sunday). “It’s a good start for now,”
added the 2015 200m world champion.  Olympic
shot put champion Ryan Crouser looks in the sort
of form to add the world crown to his title haul
after easing into today’s final with the 24-year-old
American needing only one throw of 20.90 metres
to qualify for today’s final.

Crouser, who wolfs down 4000 calories a day,
didn’t finish top of the qualifiers-those honours
were taken by New Zealand’s Olympic bronze
medalist Tom Walsh, who registered a mark of
22.14 metres.  “To get the qualifier on your first
throw is exactly what you want, but to throw  22m
is another thing all together,” said Walsh.

“It’s amazing what you can do when you just
get out there and throw for throwing’s sake,”
added the 25-year-old former builder.—AFP

LONDON: British athletics legend Mo Farah
won his 10th successive global title on
Friday winning the 10,000 metres world
crown at the London Stadium where he
won Olympic gold in 2012. The 34-year-old,
who will bid to add a third successive world
double in the 5000m later in the champi-
onships, had a narrow escape from disaster
on the final lap when he was clipped twice
but somehow kept his balance to prevail.
Ugandan youngster Joshua Cheptegei of
Uganda took silver and Paul Tanui of Kenya
claimed bronze with Farah having once
again foiled their respective nations’ tactics. 

“It makes me proud to be British. It’s
been a long journey, it’s been incredible,”
said Farah who was accompanied by his
family on a lap of honour.  “It’s been hard
but I’m just mentally strong I guess.” He
added: “It was amazing tonight, I had to get
my head around it. I got a bit emotional at
the start and then I just had to get in the
zone. It has all been amazing.

“I knew at 12 laps to go when they went
hard from there I knew it was going to be
tough. It was about believing in my sprint
finish and knowing that I have been in that
position before. It helped a lot having that
experience.” The Ugandans and the
Kenyans deployed their strategy of ‘surging’
with them alternating the lead pace so as
not to allow Farah to get into a rhythm.
Two-time world cross-country champion
Geoffrey Kamworor took up the pace with
over 21 laps to run-Farah was seventh from
the back but looking comfortable.

Kamworor exchanged the lead with
Cheptegei, the 20-year-old performing the
same role as he had in the Olympic final in
Rio. Farah moved along in around 12th as
Kamworor and compatriot Tanui injected

more pace up front and the trio of
Ethiopians loomed large on the scene.
However, Farah decided with 14 laps
remaining to show them he was unaffected
by their tactics accelerating down the fin-
ishing straight to briefly head the field.

The Kenyans resumed their control up
front soon afterwards and upped the pace
recording a lap of 61 seconds with the
Ugandans tucked in behind them and
Farah 11th. However, each time they
thought they had him on the ropes Farah
also sped up although Kamworor deliber-
ately slowed it down recording a lap of 67
seconds.  With nine laps to go the pace set-
ting was taken up by young Eritrean Aron
Kifle but despite the constant changing of
pace Farah despite being elbowed looked
comfortable.

With 2000m to the tape Cheptegei led
the field but was then passed by the fastest
man in the world this year Ethiopian Abadi
Hadis, who looked in ominously good
shape. With two laps to go Farah moved up
to the shoulder of Hadis, passing him down
the back straight, and as the bell rang he
looked up at the big screen to see how his
rivals were behind him.

Despite the two clippings Farah held
his nerve and was able to repel one final
challenge from the relentless Cheptegei
to cross the line with fireworks going off
to celebrate his feat. Prior to the race
Farah had come onto the track waving his
arms in the air urging the spectators to up
the volume.

Introduced as they lined up for the start
to the crowd they responded with a deaf-
ening roar-but nothing compared to what
greeted their champion as he crossed the
line in glory half an hour later. — AFP

Farah captures 10th 
successive title

Van Niekerk and Thompson 
cruise ahead of Bolt show

LONDON: A 12th world title beckons for
Jamaican sprint star Usain Bolt when he takes to
the track in London yesterday to defend his
100m crown. Bolt, 30, will bring down the cur-
tain on his glittering career at the end of this
season, leaving a gaping hole at the heart of
track and field built as much around his charis-
matic personality as his accolades.  And his tro-
phy haul is nothing short of miraculous: 11
world and eight Olympic gold medals, 13 of
which have come in individual events.  Apart
from a false start in the 100m at the Daegu
world championships in 2011, Bolt has made
the blue riband event his own since winning at
the Beijing Olympics in 2008.

His world-record setting victory at the Berlin
champs a year later was the first of three world
wins along with Moscow 2013 and Beijing 2015,
peppered by Olympic golds in London 2012 and
Rio 2016. “You won’t be particularly surprised
when I say I’m sad he’s going,” IAAF president
Sebastian Coe said this week. “I’m an athletics
fan, I take my federation hat off, the guy has
been a sensation.”

Bolt was made to work in Friday’s first round,
blaming the “worst ever” starting blocks for a
botched opening half before he turned on the
afterburners to settle everyone’s nerves. “That
was very bad,” Bolt said. “I’m not fond of these
blocks.  “I have to get this start together because

I can’t keep doing this. It’s shaky.”
Bolt will race in the third and final semi-final,

scheduled at 1819 GMT, with the final slated for
2045 GMT. The Jamaican will be up against
American Christian Coleman, the world’s fastest
over 100m this year with 9.82sec, in his semi-
final.  But he avoids Coleman’s veteran team-
mate and his arch-rival Justin Gatlin, who races
in the first semi alongside Bolt’s compatriot
Julian Forte, the sole sprinter to dip under 10sec
in qualification with a 9.99.  Gatlin was afforded
a rough reception on Friday, loud boos and jeer-
ing ringing around the same stadium where in
2012, his rivalry with Bolt was presented as
‘good against evil’, given the American’s doping-
tainted past.  Gatlin, the last man to beat Bolt
over 100m-by a hundredth of a second in Rome
in 2013 — said he was focused on himself.  “I’m
not worried about the crowds. I just focus on my
start and my race,” said Gatlin, silver medallist
behind Bolt at the last two world champs, hav-
ing also picked up a silver and bronze at the last
two Olympics to go with his 2004 gold.

In eight individual finals at the past four
wor lds  (as  wel l  as  in  four  4x100m re lay
finals), Bolt has only suffered one that one
hiccup in Daegu and it would be a brave per-
son to bet against the Jamaican adding to
his honours.  Even Gatlin conceded that “Bolt
looks good”.—AFP

Bolt targets 12th world 
title in London 100m

Marquez beats Rossi to Czech MotoGP pole
MOTORCYCLING

LONDON: Jamaica’s Elaine Thompson, right, wins her Women’s 100m first round heat
ahead of United States’ Ariana Washington during the World Athletics Championships in
London yesterday. — AP

LONDON: Britain’s Mo Farah wins the final of the men’s 10,000m athletics event at the
2017 IAAF World Championships at the London Stadium in London on Friday. — AFP 

Crusaders beat 14-man 
Lions for eighth title

JOHANNESBURG: Canterbury Crusaders
survived a rally by 14-man Golden Lions to
triumph 25-17 in Johannesburg yesterday
and win a record-extending eighth Super
Rugby title. The match at Ellis Park stadium
took a decisive turn just before half-time
when Lions flanker Kwagga Smith was red-
carded for tackling airborne Crusaders full-
back David Havili.  

An already dominant visiting team took
full advantage of having an extra man as
they stretched a 12-point half-time lead to
25-3 before the home side rallied with two
late tries. “You were not in a realistic posi-
tion to contest for the ball,” South African
referee Jaco Peyper told Smith before send-
ing him off.  A debatable yellow card by
Peyper against 2016 Player of the Year
Beauden Barrett had helped the Lions
defeat another Kiwi side, Wellington
Hurricanes, in the semi-finals. 

Victory for a clinical, disciplined and
defensively brill iant Crusaders outfit
brought a first Super Rugby title since
2008.  It was a second successive final loss
for the Lions, who fell by 17 points to the
Wellington Hurricanes in New Zealand last
year.  Defeat robbed Lions coach Johan
Ackermann of a fairytale farewell as it was
his last match in charge before taking over
English Premiership club Gloucester.
Crusaders broke the deadlock after eight
minutes with a turnover offering winger
Seta Tamanivalu a chance to dart unop-
posed from his half and score.  Fly-half
Richie Mo’unga converted and the
Christchurch outfit were seven points

ahead as they sought to avoid losing a
third final since their 2008 triumph.

Lions seemed rattled by the setback and
fell further behind on 12 minutes when
good work by centre Ryan Crotty and
hooker Codie Taylor set up centre Jack
Goodhue to score. Mo’unga saw his second
conversion drift across the posts and wide
and Havili was also off target with a long-
range penalty attempt.  Lions finally got
points on the scoreboard after 27 minutes
as leading 2017 Super Rugby scorer and fly-
half Elton Jantjies slotted a penalty.    The
South Africans had another, easier penalty
opportunity soon after, but opted to kick
for touch in the hope of scoring a pushover
try.  But the gamble backfired thanks to a
Crusaders turnover and then the match
took a decisive turn in favour of the New
Zealanders when Smith was red-carded.
Almost immediately a seven-man Lions
scrum was pushed back, penalised, and
Mo’unga kicked a penalty for a 12-point
half-time advantage.  The last thing the
depleted South Africans needed early in
the second half was to concede another try,
but that is what happened.  Crusaders took
the ball within a few metres of the tryline,
then spun it along the line and No. 8 Kieran
Read scored with Mo’unga converting.  The
fly-half then stretched the lead to 25-3 with
a penalty and a rout seemed in prospect.

But the Lions rallied and hooker
Malcolm Marx and replacement prop
Corne Fourie barged over for tries and
Jantjies converted both to give the score-
line a respectable look. — AFP
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India, 1st Innings 622-9 dec.:
Sri Lanka 1st Innings: (Overnight 50-2)
Dimuth Karunaratne c Rahane b Ashwin 25
Upul Tharanga c Rahul b Ashwin 0
Kusal Mendis c Kohli b Yadav 24
Dinesh Chandimal c Pandya b Jadeja 10
Angelo Mathews c Pujara b Ashwin 26
Niroshan Dickwella b Shami 51
Dhananjaya de Silva b Jadeja 
Dilruwan Perera b Ashwin 25
Rangana Herath b Shami 2
Malinda Pushpakumara not out 15
Nuwan Pradeep b Ashwin 0
Extras: (4b, 1lb) 5
Total: (all out) 183
Overs: 49.4.
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-33, 3-60, 4-64, 5-117, 6-122,
7-150, 8-152, 9-171, 10-183.
Bowling: Mohammed Shami 6-1-13-2,
Ravichandran Ashwin 16.4-3-69-5, Ravindra Jadeja

22-6-84-2, Umesh Yadav 5-11-12-1.

Sri Lanka 2nd Innings:
Dimuth Karunaratne not out 92
Upul Tharanga b Yadav 2
Kusal Mendis c saha b Pandya 110
Malinda Pushpakumara not out 2
Extras: (1w, 2nb) 3
Total: (for 2 wickets) 209
Overs: 60.
Fall of wickets: 1-7, 2-198.
To bat: Dinesh Chandimal, Angelo Mathews,
Niroshan Dickwella, Dhananjaaya de Silva,
Dilruwan Perera, Rangana Herath, Nuwan
Pradeep.
Bowling: Umesh Yadav 9-2-29-1, Ravichandran
Ashwin 24-6-79-0, Mohammed Shami 6-2-13-0,
Ravindra Jadeja 16-2-76-0, Hardik Pandya 5-0-12-1
(1w, 2nb).
Series: India leads three-match series 1-0.

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka: Scoreboard yesterday at stumps on the third day of the second cricket test
between Sri Lanka and India at Sinhalese Sports Club:

GLASGOW: Leigh Griffiths struck twice
as Celtic made a flying start to their
Scottish Premiership title defence with
a 4-1 thrashing of Hearts yesterday.
Griffiths opened the scoring in the 29th
minute before Scott Sinclair made it 2-0
five minutes after the break at
Parkhead.

The Scotland striker’s diving header
added to Celtic’s advantage before
Callum McGregor’s unstoppable strike
made it four in the 73rd minute. Hearts,
with under-20s coach Jon Daly in inter-
im charge following Ian Cathro’s sack-

ing in midweek, grabbed a late consola-
tion through substitute Isma Goncalves.

The manner of Celtic’s win sends out
a warning to the rest of the league that
the Hoops, who collected a treble last
season as they finished the campaign
unbeaten, will be hard to stop as they
chase a seventh successive title. The
noise before kick-off was deafening as
captain Scott Brown, in his testimonial
year with the Hoops, unveiled the
championship flag.

However,  the atmosphere soon
became strangely subdued, not helped

by the notable absence of Ultras group
The Green Brigade, who were serving
the second of a two-game stadium ban
following their display of paramilitary
style banners at their Champions
League qualifier against Linfield.

Nir Bitton had a chance to lift the
home support early on when he got on
the end of an in-swinging corner from
Griffiths but the Israeli international
sent his header into the side-netting.
Celtic should have been in front in the
25th minute when Griffiths was sent
clean through by Sinclair, but the striker

lashed his effort wide with only the
‘keeper to beat.

Griffiths made amends four minutes
later as he fired Celtic in front when he
latched on to Bitton’s fabulous long ball
and slotted home at the second
attempt after his first effort was
stopped by Jack Hamilton.

The second half was barely five min-
utes old when Sinclair made it 2-0.
Hearts captain Christophe Berra fluffed
his attempted clearance of a Griffiths
corner and the ball  landed to the
English winger at the far post, allowing

him to tap in from close range.
Sinclair then played a part in Celtic’s

third goal as he slipped a pass through
to McGregor whose fine cross was
headed home by Griffiths from six yards
out. Sinclair was the architect of Celtic’s
fourth goal as he raced at the retreating
Hearts rearguard before picking out
McGregor, who sent a fierce left-foot
strike into the roof of the net.

Hearts did manage to pull one back
in the 84th minute. Goncalves held off
the challenge of Jozo Simunovic before
firing home from a tight angle. — AFP

Griffiths at the double as Celtic rout Hearts

DE LUTTE: Netherlands players attend a training session on the eve of the UEFA Women’s Euro 2017 football tournament final match
against Denmark in De Lutte yesterday. — AFP 

ENSCHEDE: When Denmark take on hosts
Netherlands in today’s women’s Euro final, it
will be like Rocky Balboa fighting Apollo Creed
for the second time, said Danish coach Nils
Nielsen. Bracing for their first-ever Euro final in
history, the two teams clashed in the group
stage when the hosts won 1-0 owing to a 20th-
minute spot kick by skipper Sherida Spitse.

“We had a very interesting first match,”
Nielsen said. “It’s like the ‘Rocky’ movies. In the
first fight between Rocky and Apollo Creed,
Apollo Creed was a bit surprised that Rocky
actually fought back and we fought back in the
second half.”

“It’s going to be the same with the match
tomorrow with Holland, it’s going to be like the
second match between Apollo Creed and
Rocky and this time Rocky’s going to win,”
Nielsen added.

Denmark will miss midfielder Line Jensen,
out with torn knee ligaments since the quarter-
finals. “Those eleven players that will come
onto the pitch will be ready,” said Nielsen. But
they will face a mammoth task against the
Dutch who have a perfect record at the tourna-
ment so far.

In the quarter-final, they impressively routed
England 3-0 in front of more than 27,000 fans,
while Denmark struggled to beat Euro new-
comers Austria on penalties. The Twente arena
in Enschede will be sold out again today when
the rivals seek to become only the fourth team
to lift the trophy after eight-time champions
Germany, two-time winners Norway and
Sweden, who won the first edition in 1984.

“Holland have a lot of pressure because of
the fans at the stadium. We also have pressure
because we want to win this game,” said
Denmark midfielder Sanne Troelsgaard.

But Dutch coach Sarina Wiegman said the
home crowd was an advantage.  “It gives us a
lot of strength. It just stimulates us to play bet-
ter and it’s really good to have so many sup-
porters at the stadium,” she said.  She added
both teams had grown since that first
encounter in the group.

“We both got stronger during the tourna-
ment,” Wiegman said.  “Both teams want to play
a possession game and want to be dynamic in
their game.”

She singled out the Denmark attacking duo
of Nadja Nadim and skipper Pernille Harder as a
special threat. “We know they have a very
strong attack, Nadim is a good player and
Pernille Harder is one of the best players in the
world.”

Netherlands’ star striker Vivianne Miedema,
who has scored twice so far at the tournament,
was more concerned with Denmark’s defence.
“They’ve just conceded two goals so far. It will
be hard for us tomorrow,” said the 21-year-old,
recently signed by Arsenal from Bayern Munich.

“The Danish team is really good, they played
really well against us.” She also picked out
Denmark’s biggest success at the tournament-
their surprise 2-1 quarter-final win over odds-
on favourites Germany.  “They made sure that
Germany went home, which we really liked-but
now we know it’s a really strong team.” —AFP

Denmark plan ‘Rocky’ win
in women’s Euro final

COLOMBO: India tightened its grip on the
second Test against Sri Lanka despite a
fighting century by Kusal Mendis during
the hosts’ follow-on in Colombo yesterday.
Mendis put on 191 runs for the second
wicket with opener Dimuth Karunaratne
(92 not out) before falling to paceman
Hardik Pandya for 110 just before stumps
on day three.

The hosts were 209 for two at close, still
trailing India by 230 runs in their second
innings. Karunaratne and nightwatchman
Malinda Pushpakumara on two were at the
crease. “Credit to them, they batted really
really well. I don’t think we did too much
wrong,” India’s ace spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin, who took five wickets in Sri Lanka’s
first innings, told reporters.

“Hopefully we will try and nick them off
tomorrow. I think this wicket will get slower
and slower. It is not going to be easy work
tomorrow for sure,” said Ashwin. Earlier in
the day, Sri Lanka nosedived from their
overnight 50-2 to 183 all out at lunch,
handing the visitors a chance to clinch the
three-match series 2-0.

Wicketkeeper-batsman Niroshan
Dickwella, who top-scored for the hosts
with 51 in the first innings, said the team
needs to back itself at the Sinhalese Sports
Club Ground. “We weren’t good in the first
session. We had plans before the second
innings started,” said Dickwella.

“Track is not difficult at all. We adapted
brilliantly. We had a plan and we executed
it well and that’s the reason why we are 209
for two. “We have to back ourselves 100

percent. We might get out playing positive
shots... We are international players and we
need to adapt quickly,” Dickwella added.
The islanders were in early trouble in the
second innings when paceman Umesh
Yadav got opener Upul Tharanga out for
two after lunch on a seemingly deteriorat-
ing pitch.

THE MARATHON STAND 
The left-right batting combination of

Karunaratne and Mendis then dug in their
heels to thwart the Indian bowling attack,
forcing skipper Virat Kohli to rotate his
options. The duo handled the Indian spin-
ners with aplomb, using their feet to good
effect as they combined the right dose of
caution and aggression. “They both are
great players. They executed the plans and
used the crease and swept well. Mendis has
been a brilliant player in his small career,”
said Dickwella. Mendis, who hit his third
Test hundred, played an attacking game as
he smashed 17 boundaries before letting
go of his hard work with a catch to wicket-
keeper Wriddhiman Saha.

The Colombo-born Karunaratne
remained patient during his 200-ball knock
so far as he played out the remaining few
overs with debutant Pushpakumara in a
tense finish to the day. But it was the first
session that hit the hosts hard as they lost
eight of their remaining wickets and con-
ceded a 439-run lead in response to India’s
formidable 622-9 declared. The Dinesh
Chandimal-led Sri Lanka need at least a
draw to stay alive in the series. —AFP

Mendis hits defiant 
ton but India on top

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan cricketer Kusal Mendis (L) is watched by Indian wicketkeeper
Wriddhiman Saha (L) and Cheteshwar Pujara (C) as he plays a shot during the third
day of the second Test match between Sri Lanka and India at the Sinhalese Sports
Club (SSC) Ground in Colombo yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: Had the close season panned out as ini-
tially expected, Alexandre Lacazette and Alvaro
Morata would not be lining up for Arsenal and
Chelsea in today’s Community Shield at Wembley.
After 14 years at Lyon, Lacazette decided it was
time to move on and was reported to have agreed
to join up with his France team-mate Antoine
Griezmann at Atletico Madrid.

However, Atletico then had a transfer ban
upheld over the signing of foreign minors and
with the Madrid club barred from registering new
players until January 2018, Arsenal stepped in.

Arsenal’s fans have been crying out for a top-
rank striker ever since Robin van Persie was sold to
Manchester United in 2012 and in Lacazette their
wish appears to have been granted.

A dead-eyed finisher, the 26-year-old was the
top-scoring Frenchman in each of the last three
Ligue 1 seasons and left Lyon having scored 113
goals in his last four campaigns. He cost Arsenal an
initial fee of £46.5 million ($60.6 million, 51.6 mil-
lion euros), making him both Arsenal’s biggest
ever signing and Lyon’s biggest ever sale. Lacazette
will form a potentially devastating attacking tri-
dent with Mesut Ozil and Alexis Sanchez, but man-
ager Arsene Wenger has warned that he will need
time to find his feet in north London.

“Sometimes it takes a few months, sometimes
it takes very little time,” Wenger said. “The only
thing I must say with Lacazette is that week after
week, he looks to adapt quickly. But overall I think
it will take him one or two months.” Morata’s move
to England was no surprise, but the Spain interna-
tional had been earmarked for a move to
Manchester United.  Instead, United hijacked
Chelsea’s attempt to bring Romelu Lukaku back to
Stamford Bridge and the champions switched
their attentions to Morata.  The 24-year-old cost

Chelsea £58 million and is due to take the place of
Diego Costa, who-completing the love triangle-is
at loggerheads with the club over his desire to
return to Atletico.

Morata has scored in a Champions League
final, netting for Juventus in their 2015 loss to
Barcelona, but arrives after a frustrating season as
a back-up player at Real Madrid. Tottenham
Hotspur manager Mauricio Pochettino has
claimed Morata was deterred from joining Spurs
two years ago due to his fears about the competi-
tion he would face from Harry Kane.

But despite the striker’s inability to dislodge
Karim Benzema from the Madrid starting XI,
Chelsea manager Antonio Conte believes he can
reach the very top. “He is a young player and my
task is to help him improve and exploit his quality,”
said the Italian.

“I know he has great quality to become one of
the best strikers in the world.” Today’s game, the
traditional curtain-raiser to the English season, is a
repeat of last season’s FA Cup final. Having
streaked to the title, Conte was seeking to emu-
late his compatriot Carlo Ancelotti by winning a
league and FA Cup Double in his first maiden
Chelsea season. But Arsenal blew Chelsea away
with a sensational display, Aaron Ramsey’s 79th-
minute winner securing a 2-1 win that brought
the beleaguered Wenger a record seventh success
in the competition.

Sanchez could start on the bench for Arsenal,
having only returned to training on Tuesday after
being given an extended break following his exer-
tions with Chile at the Confederations Cup in Russia.
Centre-back Shkodran Mustafi, likewise, is short of
fitness, after also playing at the tournament, while
defender Gabriel and midfield pair Francis Coquelin
and Jack Wilshere are definitely out.—AFP

Lacazette, Morata in 
unexpected showdown

DUBLIN: Liverpool’s Brazilian midfielder Roberto Firmino (C) runs through the Bilboa defence
during the pre-season friendly football match between Athletic Bilbao and Liverpool at Aviva
stadium in Dublin, Ireland yesterday. — AFP

England build on Bairstow’s 
dashing 99 in fourth Test

MANCHESTER: Jonny Bairstow struck a
dashing 99 before England’s bowlers made
inroads into South Africa’s top order on the
second day of the fourth Test at Old Trafford
yesterday. At tea, South Africa were 93 for
three in reply to England’s first innings 362 —
a deficit of 269 runs.

Temba Bavuma was 30 not out and Faf du
Plessis, the South Africa captain, six not out,
with the Proteas needing a win in Manchester
if they were to end this four-match series all
square at 2-2. But they’d so far found runs
hard to come by, with their batsmen as yet
unable to disrupt England’s bowlers.

James Anderson, England’s all-time lead-
ing wicket-taker, needed just three balls to
strike from the newly-named James
Anderson End at his Lancashire home ground
when Dean Elgar, fresh from a gutsy second-
innings hundred in South Africa’s 239-run
defeat in the third Test at The Oval, was lbw
for a duck shortly before lunch.

Hashim Amla looked in typically stylish
touch while making 30, punching Stuart
Broad off the back foot for a well-struck four.
But for the third time in as many innings, he
fell to Toby Roland-Jones after the Middlesex
paceman had twice removed him cheaply on
his Test debut at The Oval.

Amla glanced Roland-Jones off his pads
for four only to fall next ball when, trying to
play a similar shot to a worse delivery, he was
caught down the legside by wicket-keeper
Bairstow to leave the Proteas struggling at 47
for two.

Once again this series, Bavuma came into
bat needing to rebuild the innings. He and
Kuhn went about the task steadily without
ever looking like wresting back the initiative
from England’s attack. After several overs of
determined defence, a mix-up nearly saw
Bavuma run out only for bowler Moeen Ali to
miss the stumps as he gathered a throw from
mid-off.—AFP
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PARIS: Brazil superstar Neymar received a hero’s welcome from the Paris
Saint-Germain faithful yesterday as he vowed to win “lots of trophies”
following his world record transfer.  The 25-year-old was presented to
fans at the club’s Parc des Princes stadium ahead of their opening Ligue
1 match of the new campaign against Amiens.  “Thank you! I’m very hap-
py, I’m delighted to be here for this new challenge,” said Neymar as fire-
works went off around him and fans chanted his name over and again.

“I want to win lots of trophies with you and I need your support
to win these trophies,” added the former Barcelona and

Santos star. “Paris is magic!” he said in French before
calling out the club’s motto: “Ici, c’est Paris!”-Here,

it’s Paris.
Hopes the Brazil captain would make his debut

for the club were dashed by red tape as his
international transfer certificate wasn’t

lodged in time with the French league,
meaning he would have to watch his new
team-mates from the stands against
Amiens.
But PSG had already started to recuper-
ate part of his mammoth transfer fee

on Friday when he was officially
unveiled as the most expensive

player in history at 222 million
euros ($264m). The club sold
more than 10,000 shirts with his
name and No.10 on the back on

Friday, bringing in around one
million euros.
They also expected to sell
another 15,000 shirts yester-
day while a 45,000 sell-out
crowd would watch the
opening game of the sea-
son.  And money was the

subject of most of the questions fired at the Brazilian when he was
unveiled to the media on Friday after arriving in the French capital on a
private jet to sign a five-year contract with the Qatari-owned club.
“I want something bigger, a greater challenge,” said Neymar, who is poised
to earn around 30 million euros a year. Neymar admitted that leaving
Barcelona, where he formed part of a lethal attacking trio with Lionel
Messi and Luis Suarez, was not a decision he took lightly.
“It was one of my most difficult decisions. In Barcelona I had adapted well
to the city and the team. I had friends there and it has not been easy,” he
said. “It was a tense time, thinking about what I should do in my life. I have
left behind a lot of friends, but things go very fast in football.”

‘NOT TWO NEYMARS’ 
Neymar will become the second highest-paid player in the world-behind
Carlos Tevez and his 38 million euros a year at Shanghai Shenhua but
ahead of Cristiano Ronaldo’s 23.6 million euros annual salary at Real
Madrid.  The transfer fee shattered the previous world record of 105 mil-
lion euros set by Manchester United in signing France midfielder Paul
Pogba last year from Juventus.
It is an eye-watering sum, but one that PSG president Nasser Al-Khelaifi
insisted will eventually look like a bargain for the player who came third in
the Ballon d’Or in 2015 behind Messi and Ronaldo.  “There are not two
Neymars in the world. I would love for us to meet in two years and see
what his value will be compared to today. At least double,” said Al-Khelaifi.
“I don’t think it’s expensive, I’m convinced we are going to earn more
money with him. It’s a project of two brands: we’re associating the Neymar
brand and the PSG brand.” There is scepticism at the role played by PSG’s
owners Oryx Qatar Sports Investments (QSI) at a time of political crisis for
the energy-rich state which has been boycotted by its Gulf neighbours in
recent months and will play host to the World Cup in 2022.
But on Saturday, Al-Khelaifi was focused more on success on the pitch as
he hopes Neymar will help PSG win back the Ligue 1 crown they lost to
Monaco last year, and finally land the coveted Champions League.  “We
have a great star, a great player here with us today,” he said.
“Now we’re going to work hard to win lots of trophies.”  — AFP

Neymar pledges ‘lots of 
trophies’ to PSG fans

PARIS: Neymar’s world record 222 million euro ($264
million) transfer fee may look expensive, but it will
end up earning a great deal of money for Paris Saint-
Germain, club president Nasser Al-Khelaifi insisted
yesterday.

Neymar, 25, is among the world’s finest players
and will help the ambitious Ligue 1 club gain the suc-
cess it craves in Europe. But the eye-popping fee left
many experts divided over whether it was good busi-
ness or a risky financial gamble.

“I don’t think it’s expensive, I’m convinced we are
going to earn more money with him. It’s a project of
two brands: We’re associating the Neymar brand and
the PSG brand,” Al-Khelaifi said.

And the incredible commercial potential of the for-
mer Barcelona star was visible after his first day at the
club, with a rush on PSG shops on the Champs-
Elysees and Parc des Princes to purchase his coveted
number 10 jersey.

The French club had already clawed back around a
million euros on their world-record investment in just
one day thanks to selling a staggering 10,000 shirts
bearing the Brazilian’s name, costing 140 euros each.

The club are also expected to sell a further 15,000
Neymar shirts on Saturday, when he was presented to
the fans at the Parc des Princes ahead of their Ligue 1
opener against Amiens.

The merging of the brands appears to have com-
mercial potential too.

PSG deputy managing director Frederic
Longuepee told AFP that the  club was valued at 1 bil-
lion euros and has “200 million fans around the
world”.

As for the Neymar brand, the player has 30 million
Twitter followers, 60 million on Facebook and a
whopping 78 million on Instagram-second only to
Real Madrid superstar Cristiano Ronaldo.

“With Neymar, PSG will sell a great deal of shirts
and have all kinds of commercial partnerships in
France and around the world, but it is difficult to
measure how much,” Jean-Pascal Gayant, Professor of
Economics at the University of Le Mans, told AFP.

Gayant believes that while the transfer fee may
look “risky”, the club would swiftly renegotiate its
existing commercial and spon-
sorship contracts to benefit
from the Neymar effect.

‘HIS VALUE WILL DOUBLE’ 
“There are not two

Neymars in the world. I would love for us to meet in
two years and see what his value will be compared to
today. At least double,” boasted Al-Khelaifi.

Pundits in England suggest part of the transfer fee
gold rush is fuelled by a belief prices will indeed rise
sharply, but not everyone agrees.

“Not much surprises me anymore, but 400 million
(euros) would do the trick. 

In sporting terms, physically he is at his peak value
now, in our way of calculating a player’s value. The
optimum is around 26 or 27-years-old (he’s 25),” said
Loic Ravenel, a researcher with the Football
Observatory.

“Over the next five years his value will rise but,
maybe not to those summits,” he told AFP of Al-
Khelaifi’s predictions. 

And the Football Observatory estimated Neymar’s
value using their  algorithm  which they can apply to
any footballer in Europe-at 210.7 million euros. 

“The most added value would be with (Kylian)
Mbappe, (Paul) Pogba, or (Anthony) Martial, players at
21-22 (18, 24 and 21 in fact), and who can still be
resold at 26, which is the case in point with Neymar,”
the expert insisted.

“But maybe by then another young footballer may
have come along and replaced him, maybe someone
even better, attracting the media and the sponsors.”

Former Argentina coach Marcelo Bielsa, now with
French side Lille, believes Neymar is value for money.

“If one considers what he brings or produces noth-
ing that is invested is exaggerated. According to this
logic, Neymar is not expensive,” said Bielsa.

Former Barcelona vice-president Marc Ingla hailed
Neymar’s signing as a new dawn for the French
league.

“It’s exciting, it’s very good news for French foot-
ball,” said Spaniard Ingla, now director general at Lille.

“I have great belief in Ligue 1 and its ability to pro-
duce great talents.  For me, France is like the Brazil of
Europe. Neymar is an accelerator of the image of
Ligue 1 which he can bring to wider television audi-
ences.” On the pitch, PSG are hoping Neymar can help
them win back the Ligue 1 title they lost to Monaco
last season, and also finally get their hands on the
Champions League trophy. — AFP

Neymar deal makes financial 
sense, says PSG president

Brazilian soccer star Neymar walks away with the chairman of Paris Saint-Germain Nasser Al-Khelaifi,
left, following a press conference in Paris Friday. — AP

“There are not two
Neymars in the

world. I would love
for us to meet in two
years and see what

his value will be
compared to today”
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CARACAS: Venezuela’s money, the bolivar, is
sinking faster and faster under an intensifying
political and economic crisis that has left citi-
zens destitute and increasingly desperate.

Its depreciation accelerated this week, after

a disputed vote electing an al l-power ful
“Constituent Assembly” filled with allies of
President Nicolas Maduro, which the opposition
and dozens of countries have called illegitimate.
On Thursday alone, the bolivar slumped nearly

15 percent on the black market, to be worth
17,000 to one US dollar. In a year, the currency
has lost 94 percent.

The decline has been dizzying-yet largely
ignored by the government, which uses an offi-
cial rate fixed weekly that is currently 2,870 to
the dollar. Ordinary Venezuelans, however, refer
only to the black market rate they have access
to, which they call the “dolar negro,” or “black
dollar.” “Every time the black dollar goes up,
you’re poorer,” resignedly said Juan Zabala, an
executive in a reinsurance business in Caracas.

Salaries decimated 
His salary is 800,000 bolivares per month. On

Thursday, that was worth $47 at the parallel
rate. A year ago, it was $200. The inexorable
dive of the money was one of the most-dis-
cussed signs of the “uncertainty” created by the
appointment of the Constituent Assembly,
which starts work Friday.

As a result, those Venezuelans who are able
to are hoarding dollars. “People are protecting
the little they have left,” an economics expert,
Asdrubal Oliveros of the Ecoanalitica firm, said.
But Zabala-who is considered comparatively
well-off-and other Venezuelans struggling with
their evaporating money said they now spent
all they earned on food. A kilo (two pounds) of
rice, for instance, cost 17,000 bolivares.

The crisis biting into Venezuela since 2014
came from a slide in the global prices for oil-
exports of which account for 96 percent of its
revenues.  The government has sought to
monopolize dollars in the country through
strict currency controls that have been in place
for the past 14 years.  Access to them have
become restricted for the private sector, with
the consequence that food, medicines and
basic items-all  imported —  have become
scarce.

According to the International Monetary
Fund, inflation in Venezuela is expected to soar
above 700 percent this year. In June, Maduro
tried to clamp down on the black market trade
in dollars through auctions of greenbacks at the
weekly fixed rate, known as Dicom. There is also
another official rate, of 10 bolivars per dollar,
reserved for food and medicine imports. “Things
are going up in price faster than salaries,” noted
Zabala, who spends 10 percent of his income on
diabetes treatment, when he can. 

‘No limit’ 
Maduro has vowed that a new constitution

the Constituent Assembly is tasked with writing
will wean Venezuela off its oil dependency and
restart industry, which is operating at only 30
percent of capacity. But the president, who links
the “black dollar” with an “economic war”

allegedly waged by the opposition in collabora-
tion with the US, has not given details on what
would be implemented. On Thursday, Maduro
promised “speculators” setting their prices in line
with “the terrorist criminal dollar in Miami” would
go to jail. For the past four months, Maduro has
been the target of protests which have been
forcefully confronted by security units, resulting
in a toll of more than 125 deaths.  The opposition
says the new Constituent Assembly is an effort to
create a “dictatorship” along the lines of
Communist Cuba.

Against that backdrop of tensions, “there is no
limit on how far the black dollar can go,” accord-
ing to Ecoanalitica.  But a director of the firm,
Henkel Garcia said he believed the current black
market rate “didn’t make sense” and he noted
that in the past currency declines weren’t linear.

Oliveros said increased printing of bolivares
by the government was partly the reason for
the black dollar’s rise. “When you inject boli-
vares into the market, that means that compa-
nies, individuals go looking for dollars, which
are scarce,” he said, estimating that the shortfall
of dollars this year was some $11 billion. The
horizon is darkened further with big debt
repayments Venezuela has to make, for instance
$3.4 billion the state oil company PDVSA has to
reimburse in October. That debt is denominated
in dollars. —AFP

Venezuela currency crumbles at dizzying speed
Bolivar plunge leaves citizens destitute and desperate

CARACAS: Venezuelan Bolivarian National Guard officers stand guard outside of chief prosecutor’s office in Caracas, Venezuela yesterday. Venezuela’s currency, the bolivar, is sinking faster and faster under an
intensifying political and economic crisis that has left citizens destitute and increasingly desperate. —AP

LONDON: The global oil industry now
appears to be in the early stages of a
cyclical expansion which is likely to see
prices rise over the next few years, slow-
ly at first but then accelerating later.

Deep and long cycles in oil prices
have been the defining characteristic of
the industry since the 1860s. The boom-
bust cycle which started in late 1998,
with prices briefly below $10 per barrel,
and was only briefly interrupted by the
recession of 2008/09, ended in January
2016, with prices briefly below $28.

In the 18 months since then, the
industry has returned to an expansion
phase, with a gradual increase in prices
and drilling activity, much of it centered
on the shale plays of North America.
Most of the industry’s cyclical indicators
(production, consumption, stocks,
investment, employment, prices, costs)
point to a sustained upswing in activity
that is likely to continue in the short and
medium term.

Expansion phase 
Forecasting future movements in oil

prices will always be subject to an enor-
mous amount of uncertainty owing to
the complex and non-linear dynamics
of the oil market and all its sub-systems.
“We’ve never been any good at predict-

ing these cycles, neither when they
occur nor their duration. We don’t
spend a lot of time even trying,” Rex
Tillerson observed in 2016, when he
was still chief executive of Exxon.

“How the future is going to look, we
take no particular view on it, other than
to recognize that whatever it is today it
will be different sometime in the future,
and after that it will be different again.”

Price predictions have proved a reg-
ular graveyard for the reputations of
even the most skilled oil analysts. But
with the oil industry just emerging from
the deepest slump in a generation,
cyclical positioning strongly suggests
that prices are more likely to move
higher rather than lower in the next few
years.

The industry’s costs, which have
always been pro-cyclical, are also likely
to rise as the slack carried over from the
downturn is absorbed and the supply
chain tightens. The main uncertainty
centeres on how far and how fast oil
prices and the industry’s costs will rise
in the years ahead.

Experience suggests the expansion
is often slow and faltering at first and
then accelerates as inherited slack is
used up, memories of the downturn
fade and confidence improves.

Too fast, too soon 
The principal risk in the short term is

that prices and drilling rise too far too
quickly, overwhelming growth in con-
sumption, and sending the industry
back into a slump. Something like this
occurred in the first half of 2017, with
private equity investors, shale produc-
ers and hedge funds all trying to antici-
pate a cyclical recovery and pushing
drilling rates and oil prices too high.

The result has been an inevitable
setback, with oil prices falling from
their peak in February, r ig counts
apparently reaching a temporary
plateau, and more cautious positioning
from hedge fund managers. The long-
term cyclical recovery is likely to see
more of these mini-cycles, as oil prices,
capital investment, hedge fund posi-
tions and drilling expand unsustain-
ably and then fall back. The basic tra-
jectory, however, should remain one of
a long cyclical upswing over the next
few years.

Business cycle
The principal medium-term risk

comes from the global economy, with
the increasing probability of a reces-
sion in the advanced economies some-
time before the end of the decade. The

current economic backdrop is excep-
tionally favorable for the oil industry,
with a sustained expansion in business
activity and a gradual acceleration in
trade flows in most regions of the
world. But the major economies, like
the oil industry, are subject to long and
deep cycles in activity, which have an
impact on oil  demand and prices.
Unlike the oil industry cycle, which is in
the early stages of expansion, the
macroeconomic cycle in many of the
advanced economies looks increasing-
ly mature.

The US economy has expanded for
98 months, since hitting a trough in
June 2009, according to the National
Bureau of Economic Research’s
Business Cycle Dating Committee. The
cyclical business expansion is already
the third longest on record and will
become the longest if the economy is
still expanding in July 2019, surpassing
the long boom of the 1990s.

There is a l ively debate among
economists about whether business
cycles die of natural causes (because of
accumulating imbalances in invest-
ment, inventories and financial mar-
kets) or are murdered by policymakers
to control inflation or as a result of poli-
cymaking errors. —Reuters

HONG KONG: China plans to further tighten
the screws on overseas acquisitions by
Chinese companies and borrowing to fund
those transactions, and has started closely
scrutinizing the commercial aspects of the
deals, three people familiar with the move
said. The National Development and Reform
Commission (NDRC), and the Ministry of
Commerce (MOFCOM) are now reviewing deal
agreements in minute detail, said the people,
who work with various regulatory bodies and
Chinese companies on their acquisition plans.
The two bodies are asking companies looking
to buy assets overseas to justify terms, includ-
ing target valuations, deal premiums and
financing arrangements, they said.

This was particularly the case with compa-
nies not seen by the Chinese government as
“strategic,” they said. The tightened measures
have been issued as informal guidance by
Chinese regulators and have not been made
official yet, said two of the people.

The tightening of regulatory oversight for
outbound purchases comes as Beijing is crack-
ing down on some large domestic conglomer-
ates for their debt-fuelled acquisitions abroad of
assets ranging from hotels to movie studios.
The regulatory measures, if in place for an
extended period, could deter some companies

from making overseas acquisitions, and could
also weigh on outbound deal volumes in China.

China’s outbound M&A volumes nearly
halved in the first six months of this year to
$64.2 billion following a crackdown on capital
outflows, after Chinese companies spent a
record $221 billion on assets overseas in 2016,
according to Thomson Reuters data.

On top of tightened scrutiny of deal terms,
the country’s foreign exchange and banking
regulators are also looking to step up their
monitoring of loans made by the overseas
branches of Chinese banks, two of the people
said. Those two regulators - the State
Administration of Foreign Exchange (SAFE) and
the China Banking Regulatory Commission
(CBRC) - also plan to make it tougher for com-
panies to borrow overseas by pledging some
assets in China, the people said.

Borrowing funds from foreign banks and
overseas branches of Chinese banks by pledg-
ing real estate and other assets in the mainland
with local banks has been a common practice
for some companies looking to fund foreign
acquisitions. But some industry officials have
questioned the quality of those pledged assets,
and whether the lenders would be able to raise
money against those in case borrowers default-
ed on their repayment obligations. —Reuters

China govt plans to crack
down on overseas deals

Expert sees macroeconomic risks for oil industry
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EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.746
Indian Rupees 4.718
Pakistani Rupees 2.869
Srilankan Rupees 1.967
Nepali Rupees 2.956
Singapore Dollar 224.070
Hongkong Dollar 38.732
Bangladesh Taka 3.734
Philippine Peso 6.002
Thai Baht 9.092

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.720
Qatari Riyal 83.139
Omani Riyal 786.123
Bahraini Dinar 803.770
UAE Dirham 82.414

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 21.500
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 16.828
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.215
Tunisian Dinar 126.040
Jordanian Dinar 427.140
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.017
Syrian Lira 2.157
Morocco Dirham 32.353

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 302.500
Euro 359.370
Sterling Pound 401.270
Canadian dollar 243.560
Turkish lira 86.430

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Swiss Franc 314.780
Australian Dollar 244.870
US Dollar Buying 301.300

GOLD
20 Gram 249.070
10 Gram 127.450
5 Gram 64.570

Rate for Transfr Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.100
Canadian Dollar 240.555
Sterling Pound 395.155
Euro 354.530
Swiss Frank 289.630
Bahrain Dinar 803.920
UAE Dirhams 82.920
Qatari Riyals 84.135
Saudi Riyals 81.720
Jordanian Dinar 427.420
Egyptian Pound 16.954
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.972
Indian Rupees 4.715
Pakistani Rupees 2.877
Bangladesh Taka 3.746
Philippines Pesso 5.976
Cyprus pound 167.275
Japanese Yen 3.710
Syrian Pound 2.415
Nepalese Rupees 2.950
Malaysian Ringgit 71.725

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.398187 0.399187
Czech Korune 0.005810 0.017810
Danish Krone 0.044259 0.049259
Euro 0. 351544 0.360544
Norwegian Krone 0.034317 0.039517
Romanian Leu 0.081595 0.081595
Slovakia 0.009016 0.019016
Swedish Krona 0.033088 0.038088
Swiss Franc 0.305077 0.316077
Turkish Lira 0.080704 0.091004

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.232011 0.244011
New Zealand Dollar 0.218312 0.227812

America
Canadian Dollar 0.234129 0.243129
Georgina Lari 0.134777 0.134777
US Dollars 0.298500 0.302920
US Dollars Mint 0.299000 0.302920

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003334 0.003918
Chinese Yuan 0.043493 0.046993
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036805 0.039555

Indian Rupee 0.004234 0.004922
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002653 0.002833
Kenyan Shilling 0.002971 0.002971
Korean Won 0.000258 0.000273
Malaysian Ringgit 0.067371 0.073371
Nepalese Rupee 0.002974 0.003144
Pakistan Rupee 0.002653 0.002943
Philippine Peso 0.005913 0.006213
Sierra Leone 0.000067 0.000073
Singapore Dollar 0.217230 0.227230
South African Rand 0.016705 0.025205
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001597 0.002177
Taiwan 0.009963 0.010143
Thai Baht 0.008755 0.009305

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.795659 0.804159
Egyptian Pound 0.015556 0.021464
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000189 0.000249
Jordanian Dinar 0.422189 0.431189
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000155 0.000255
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019613 0.043613
Nigerian Naira 0.001248 0.001883
Omani Riyal 0.779554 0.785234
Qatar Riyal 0.078827 0.083767
Saudi Riyal 0.079607 0.080907
Syrian Pound 0.001282 0.001502
Tunisian Dinar 0.122384 0.130384
Turkish Lira 0.080704 0.091100
UAE Dirhams 0.080962 0.082662
Yemeni Riyal 0.000983 0.001063

Chinese Yuan Renminbi 45.280
Thai Bhat 10.050
Turkish Lira 86.255

LAGOS: Nigeria’s interbank lend-
ing rate jumped to 23 percent on
Friday from just five percent a
week ago after the central bank
tightened liquidity. The more
than quadrupling of the rate
came after the bank sold a total
of 167.60 billion naira ($459.56
million) in treasury bills on Friday
and withdrew an undisclosed
amount from lenders to maintain
cash reserve ratio.

It did so to support the curren-
cy, making naira scarcer in the mar-
ket and more attractive to hold.
Demand also strengthens the cur-
rency, helping fight inflation.

Inflation in Nigeria is running
at more than 16 percent annual-
ly while the country’s economy,
clobbered by the low oil price
has tumbled into recession over

the past year. The naira, mean-
while,  has  weakened from
around 200 to the U.S. dollar in
mid-2016 to nearly  364 on
Fridayóa 45 percent decline in
value.

The central bankís sales on
Friday amounted to 167.16 billion
naira of 356-day open market oper-
ation treasury bills at 18.55 percent,
and 439.45 million naira of the 188-
day paper at 17.95 percent.

The total banking credit bal-
ance opened at 75 billion naira.
But outflows from the system
led the market into negative ter-
ritory, traders said. 

“We see the cost of borrow-
ing rising further as the market
struggle with tight liquidity and
banks seek to cover their posi-
tions,” one trader said. —Reuters

CANTON, United States: Nissan has defeated a
bid by the United Auto Workers to unionize
employees at a factory in the US Deep South,
ending a bitter contest that critics said laid bare
a racial divide in the company. Some 60 percent
of the approximately 3,500 workers in the
Mississippi factory rejected the union in the vote
that ended Friday, according to results released
by the National Labor Relations Board, with pro-
union employees vowing to continue their fight.

In a statement following the tally’s release the
company said it believes the outcome “positions
Nissan to be competitive in the future” and
urged the United Auto Workers union to end its
bid to organize employees. Nissan had been
accused of conducting a vicious anti-union cam-
paign at the plant-where 80 percent of the blue-
collar work force is African-American, and about
3,000 temporary and contract employees work-
ing at the plant were not eligible to cast a ballot.

“It ain’t over yet,” Michael Carter, a Nissan
employee who helped lead the union drive, told
a crowd of more than 100 union supporters after
the votes were counted.

“We are never giving up,” he added. After
years of work trying to organize foreign car fac-
tories in the South, UAW president Dennis
Williams called the results a setback for workers-
but said defeat should not be conceded. “Nissan
and its anti-worker allies ran a vicious campaign

against its own workforce that was comprised of
intense scare tactics, misinformation and intimi-
dation,” he said.

A complaint by the NLRB Friday accused
Nissan of threatening employees with termina-
tion because of union activities, and threatening
to close the plant if workers voted to unionize,
charges Nissan vehemently denied. “Nissan is
running one of the nastiest anti-union cam-
paigns in the modern history of the American
labor movement,” Gary Casteel, secretary-trea-
surer of the UAW, said in a recent statement.

Jobs for depressed region 
The factory sits in what is historically one of

the poorest areas of the poorest state in the
union, according to government census data.
Companies often choose to locate in the US
South, where wages are low, unemployment is
high and the states are generally anti-union.
While the pro-union forces managed to ring the
plant with supporters as the voting began
Thursday, workers opposed to the union had
fought back on social media and local talk radio.
The anti-union campaign said the UAW’s pres-
ence had forced plants to close in other parts of
the country and said the union used dues mon-
ey to support Democratic political candidates
like Hillary Clinton.

Nissan said the plant, which sits along the

freeway just north of the state capital of Jackson,
employs 6,400 workers, adding a measure of
prosperity to a depressed region. 

Prior to the vote’s conclusion factory worker
WaShad Catchings, 37, said the company seems
to have different standards for its plants in
Mississippi. He has worked for Nissan since the
plant opened in 2003 and gradually came
around to supporting the UAW. 

“We don’t want to bankrupt the company
but we want to negotiate,” he said.  “We want a
seat at the table. Let’s negotiate. That’s not too
much to ask.” The Delta, as the region is known,
is considered the birthplace of the Blues, and
residents are predominantly Afr ican-
Americans, the descendants of the slaves and
later poor share croppers who made the region
one of the most important cotton-growing
regions in the country.

Machines now harvest the cotton but poverty
and limited education have restricted economic
opportunities. The UAW has leveraged its history
of support for the Civil Rights movement to
establish a foothold in the community. Prior to
the vote Harley Shaiken, a labor expert at the
University of California-Berkeley, said a loss
would not necessarily end the drive to organize.
“I know the union isn’t going away,” Shaiken said.
“They have succeeded in building a real social
movement around the plant.” —AFP

Nissan workers reject union 

bid at US Deep South factory
Vote ends bitter divide in company

CANTON: Nissan employee Betty Jones expresses her disappointment at pro-union supporters losing their bid to form a union at the Nissan
vehicle assembly plant in Canton, Mississippi on Friday.—AP

SAN FRANCISCO: Wells Fargo & Co is
expanding an internal review of its sales
practices and says the move could uncover
significantly more accounts opened by
bank employees without customers’ con-
sent. The San Francisco bank disclosed the
broadened review in a filing Friday with the
Securities and Exchange Commission. Wells
Fargo has been trying to repair its reputa-
tion after admitting last fall that employees
under pressure to meet aggressive sales
targets opened as many as 2 million
accounts without getting customers’ per-
mission. The company ended up paying
$185 million to regulators and settled a
class-action suit for $142 million.

The lender is now expanding its review
of customer accounts going back to 2009.
Initially, it planned to review accounts
going back to 2011. It also expects to com-
plete a review of potentially unauthorized
accounts identified by a consulting firm.
“We expect that our review of the expand-

ed time periods, which adds over three
years to the initial review period of approxi-
mately four years ... may lead to a signifi-
cant increase in the identified number of
potentially unauthorized accounts,” the
company said in the filing.

Wells Fargo projects that its review will
be finished by the end of the third quarter.
It doesn’t expect any costs stemming from
the review to have a significant impact on
the company. Last month, the company
disclosed that roughly 570,000 customers
were signed up for and billed for car insur-
ance that they didn’t need or necessarily
know about. Many couldn’t afford the extra
costs and fell behind in their payments. In
about 20,000 cases, cars were repossessed.

The bank has agreed to pay $80 million
in refunds and account adjustments to cus-
tomers, with checks starting to go out this
month. Wells acknowledged that its sys-
tems signed up customers who already had
insurance. — AP

WASHINGTON: The US trade deficit nar-
rowed in June as exports hit the highest
level in 2 1/2 years. The Commerce
Department said Friday that the trade gap
slid 5.9 percent in June to $43.6 billion.

Exports of goods and services rose 1.2
percent to $194.4 billion, the highest
amount since December 2014 on higher
foreign demand for American soybeans,
computer accessories and other products.
Services exports reached a record $65.4 bil-
lion. US exports may be getting a lift from a
pickup in global economic growth and a
drop in the value of the US dollar against
other currencies. A weaker dollar makes
American products a better bargain in for-
eign markets.

Overall imports slipped 0.2 percent to
$238 billion on a drop in demand for cell-
phones and other household goods. So far
this year, the trade deficit is up 10.7 percent

to $276.6 billion. The deficit means the
United States is buying more goods and
services from other countries than it is sell-
ing them. A shrinking trade gap boosts US
economic growth. 

President Donald Trump has vowed to
bring down America’s trade deficits, saying
they are caused by bad trade deals and
abusive practices by China and other US
trading partners.

The deficit in goods with China rose 3.1
percent in June to $32.6 billion and is up
6.1 percent to $170.7 billion so far this year.
The goods deficit with Mexico slid 18.3 per-
cent in June to $6 bill ion. The Trump
administration is preparing to renegotiate
the North American Free Trade Agreement
with Mexico and Canada. Trump has com-
plained that NAFTA encourages US manu-
facturers to move to Mexico to take advan-
tage of cheaper labor.—AP

BALTIMORE: In this Oct 24, 2016 photo, a crane hangs over a container ship at the
Port of Baltimore in Baltimore. The Commerce Department reported on the US trade
gap for June. —AP

US trade deficit narrowed 

to $43.6bn in June

LONDON: British new car registra-
tions fell for a fourth consecutive
month in July, the longest run of
declines since 2011, in the latest sign
of how uncertainty about Brexit is
hitting Britain’s economy, a car lobby
group said on Friday.

Demand fell across business, fleet
and private sales with total registra-
tions down by 9.3 percent compared
with July last year, the Society of
Motor Manufacturers and Traders
(SMMT ) said. In the first seven
months of the year as a whole, pri-
vate sales were down 5 percent, with
business registrations down 0.2 per-
cent and fleet sales up slightly at 0.1
percent, leaving total registrations
down 2.2 percent.

“The fall in consumer and busi-
ness confidence is having a knock-on
effect on demand in the new car mar-
ket and government must act quickly

to provide concrete plans regarding
Brexit,” said SMMT Chief Executive
Mike Hawes. Bank of England
Governor Mark Carney said on
Thursday uncertainty around Britain’s
split with the European Union was
weighing on the economy.

Samuel Tombs, an economist
with Pantheon Macroeconomics,
warned that “the downturn has fur-
ther to run”. The hit to consumer sen-
timent from June’s national election -
in which Prime Minister Theresa May
lost her parliamentary majority -
could push registrations down fur-
ther as sales tend to lag six months
behind consumer confidence, he
said. Registrations for alternatively
fuelled vehicles, however, soared 64.9
percent, the SMMT said. The govern-
ment said on July 26 that sales of
petrol and diesel cars would be
banned from 2040. — Reuters 

Wells Fargo needs more 

time to review allegations

JACKSON: A Wells Fargo bank in northeast Jackson, Mississippi. At least three lawsuits
have now been filed against Wells Fargo from customers who say they were hurt by
the bank’s latest scandal, involving how it operated its auto lending business. —AP

Nigeria interbank lending 

rate soars on cash squeeze 

UK car sales fall for 4th 

month in a row in July
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Warren Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway Inc on
Friday reported a 15 percent drop in sec-
ond-quarter profit, as lower investment

gains and a loss from insurance underwriting off-
set improvement in its BNSF railroad business.

Operating profit also fell short of analyst fore-
casts, though Berkshire attributed much of the
decline to currency fluctuations and its account-
ing for a major contract with the insurer American
International Group Inc. Net income for Omaha,
Nebraska-based Berkshire fell to $4.26 billion, or
$2,592 per Class A share, from $5 billion, or $3,042
per share, a year earlier.

Operating profit declined 11 percent to $4.12
billion, or $2,505 per Class A share, from $4.61 bil-
lion, or $2,803 per share. Analysts on average
expected operating profit of about $2,791 per
share, according to Thomson Reuters I/B/E/S.
Buffett believes operating income is a better
gauge of how Berkshire and its more than 90
businesses are doing than net income, which fluc-
tuates more because it incorporates investment
and derivative gains, which fell 64 percent from a
year earlier.

Book value per share, Buffett’s preferred measure
of growth, rose 2.7 percent from the end of March
to $182,816. The company’s stock price, meanwhile,
set a record high on Friday, with Class A shares clos-
ing up $1,629.80 at $270,000. “They had a good
quarter,” said Bill Smead, chief executive of Smead
Capital Management Inc in Seattle, which owns
Berkshire shares. “The results reflect Berkshire’s
positioning in the US economy.”

Railroad
BNSF saw profit rise 24 percent to $958 mil-

lion, helped by high single-digit percentage
increases in freight revenue from consumer and
industrial products, and double-digit increases
from agricultural products and coal. Profit from
manufacturing, service and retailing units rose
10 percent to $1.66 billion, helped by greater
demand for products from its IMC International
Metalworking unit.

Such gains helped offset a second straight
quarterly loss from insurance underwriting,
totaling $22 million compared with a year earlier
$337 million profit. Berkshire said that weakness
reflected losses from currency changes, higher
claims payouts at the Geico auto insurance unit,
and the amortization of deferred charges from
its January agreement to take on long-term AIG
property and casualty risks in exchange for $10.2
billion upfront. That contract helped boost float,
or the amount of insurance premiums collected
before claims are paid and which help fund
Berkshire’s growth, to $107 billion from $91 bil-
lion at year end.

MORE CASH, MORE STOCKS
Berkshire ended June with about $99.7 bil-

lion of cash and equivalents, plus large invest-
ments in shares of Kraft Heinz Co , Wells Fargo &
Co, Apple Inc and Coca-Cola Co. It bought just
over $3 billion of stocks in the quarter, and is
poised to become Bank of  America Corp’s
biggest shareholder by exercising stock war-
rants at below-market prices, for what would
now be a $12.5 billion paper profit. Berkshire
has found uses for some of its growing cash
hoard. I ts Berkshire Hathaway Energy unit,
whose quarterly profit rose 7 percent, hopes to
spend $9 billion to buy the parent of Texas pow-
er transmission company Oncor Electric Delivery
Co out of bankruptcy.

And in June,  Buffett  threw a C$2 bi l l ion
financing lifeline to Home Capital Group Inc,
Canada’s largest nonbank lender, which was
struggling with a deposit  exodus and had
admitted to concealing mortgage fraud. Thanks
to Buffett, Home Capital said this week that
issues over whether it can survive have been
resolved. Berkshire’s operating businesses also
including smaller units that sell such things as
See’s  Candies,  Dair y  Queen ice cream and
Brooks running shoes. — Reuters

Berkshire profit falls 

as underwriting loss 

offsets railroad gains

While going to university might be
the main goal for many, formal
education is not the only thing

that you get out of the experience. You
spend these years specializing in a certain
field and the probability of meeting peo-
ple who share your interests is much high-
er. You also go through a more intensive
phase of self-exploration and self-realiza-
tion. Overall, college years make up the
transitional phase between your teenage
years and adulthood.

In addition to these academic and per-
sonal experiences that you go through,
you should also be using this time to pre-
pare for your professional life. There are
certain avenues that every student needs
to explore before they reach the bitter-
sweet graduation day. 

In order to be fully prepared for the
first steps in your career, use the following
tips from the career experts at Bayt.com: 

1. Start practicing in your field 
As the Bayt.com “Middle East Skills Gap”

survey reveals, there is a gap in what the
market needs and what skills students are
graduating with. This gap is mostly a result of
the difference in the environment.
Universities, to a large extent, are theoretical.
Whereas, workplaces require application of
that knowledge in real-life. This is why col-
lecting hands-on experience through intern-
ships, job shadowing, or volunteer work is
extremely important to your career. Not only
does it bridge the skills gap, it also gives you
an edge compared to your competition.

More than three quarters of respon-
dents (76.2 percent) to the Bayt.com Poll:
Internships in the Middle East and North
Africa agree that internships “increase the
job candidate’s chances of getting hired.”

2. Make helpful connections
The people you befriend at university

might not always share the same career
aspirations and interests as you do. So
while they might be great friends, that
doesn’t necessarily make them good
future business partners. This is why it’s
always a good idea to maintain friend-
ships within and outside of your personal
circles. Explore based on your career inter-
ests. Start networking and making profes-
sional connections that will help you
when you are ready for employment.

By the time you graduate, you should
already have a list of references who can
verify your skills and competencies as well
as a list of key connections and experts in
your targeted industry.  

3. Polish your skills
Competition is high, especially for fresh

graduates looking for entry level jobs. 68
percent of respondents agree with that
statement, as evident in the Bayt.com

“Finding Your First Job in the Middle East
and North Africa” poll. Graduates spend an
average of four years at university, which
gives them enough time to run a truthful
self-audit and get a clear sense of their
strengths and weaknesses. 

Dedicate some time every week to
improve the skills that you feel you lack,
and take your strengths to the next level
by mastering them through practice,
research, reading, etc.

4. Start your early job search
Finding a job might take some time.

Less than half (48 percent) of university
students find a job within three months of
their graduation date. So, it’s a good idea
to start your job search WHILE you’re still a
student. 

You can approach employers as a stu-
dent who is graduating in a couple of
months and state your interests and

future plan. This way, you spend less time
being jobless and you will  actually
impress the employer with your proactivi-
ty and early planning. The first step is to
create a profile on Bayt.com and find over
10,000 jobs to apply for.

5. Have fun!
This should come as no surprise. Make

the best out of your university experience.
While the next step in your life will have its
own advantages, university is a unique
time. Don’t let it slip away from you. 

Come out of university with a strong
CV, a fresh load of energy, and an eager-
ness to take on your career journey.
Bayt.com is the #1 job site in the Middle
East with more than 40,000 employers
and over 28,700,000 registered job seek-
ers from across the Middle East, North
Africa and the globe, representing all
industries, nationalities and career levels. 

5 things you must do before you graduate from university 

KUWAIT: In order to ensure transparency in dealing
with its customers, especially with regard to the Islamic
sharia opinions (fatwas), the bases of its banking oper-
ations as a leading banking institution committed to
the teachings of Islam, Warba Bank issued the Fatwas
second edition of its sharia Supervisory Board. The new
edition includes fatwas issued by the bank’s sharia
supervisory board from 2011 to 2016, on which all the
Bank’s banking operations are based. Through this sec-
ond edition, Warba Bank aims to familiarize the public,
in general, and its customers, in particular, with the
Islamic principles on which all its banking operations
are built, based on the latest Islamic sharia opinions
envisaged by the Bank’s sharia supervisory board. 

Those Fatwas are complied, adopted and implement-
ed by all the concerned departments at the Bank all of
which provide close cooperation in this regard. In this

contex t ,  the Chairman of
Warba Bank’s sharia superviso-
ry board Dr Issa Zaki, affirmed
that the issuance of the new
edition reinforces the Bank’s
pivotal  role  in  spreading
k nowledge about Is lamic
f inancial  t ransac t ions in
Kuwaiti community and cus-
tomers, especially as Warba
Bank is  an Is lamic bank ing
inst itut ion committed to
spreading Is lamic bank ing

awareness in line with the Islamic sharia. As for the
process of compiling and arranging Fatwas in one vol-
ume,  Dr  Zak i  explained that  Warba Bank ’s  shar ia
Control Unit has been keen on collecting Fatwas from

the minutes of the meetings of the sharia supervisory
board, and classifying them by subject so as to make it
easier for the readers to find the Fatwas they need. The
new edition is a useful and informative reference for
readers. It serves as a useful contribution to providing
guidance in terms of the business of Islamic financial
institutions. 

It is worth mentioning that since its establishment,
Warba Bank has been keen on promoting Islamic bank-
ing culture and educating Kuwaiti community on the
Bank’s sharia-compliant business and operations thus
Warba Bank has strong footprint as a trusted institu-
tion in the Islamic banking industry. 

Warba Bank was established by virtue of an Amiri
Decree. On April 5, 2010, it was officially registered in
the Islamic banking register of the Central Bank of
Kuwait. 

Bayt.com weekly report

INVESTMENT FOCUS

Warba Bank’s sharia board 

issues fatwas second edition 
Enhancing transparency on Islamic banking

Dr Issa Zaki

WASHINGTON: Is the United States the 98-
pound weakling of global trade? President
Donald Trump and his economic advisers
think so. They point to 41 straight years of
US trade deficits as evidence that America
has been out-competed, out-negotiated
and flat out cheated by trading partners
like China, Mexico and Germany - countries
that consistently sell more to the United
States than they buy.

Friday, the Commerce Department
reported that the United States once again
registered a trade deficit - $43.6 billion in
June. So far this year, the trade gap is
$276.6 billion, up nearly 11 percent from
January-June 2016. Trump and his team
view trade deficits as an economic evil that
strangles growth and kills American jobs.
They’ve promised to bring the deficits
down - by imposing tariffs and other barri-
ers to imports if they have to.

Many economists don’t see things quite
that way. They reject the idea that trade is a
zero-sum game in which the prize goes to
countries that export more than they
import. They argue that Americans benefit
from the wider choices and lower prices
that imports offer.

“I don’t see it as a question of economic
weakness,” says Dean Baker, co-founder of

the Center for Economic and Policy
Research think tank. “You could say con-
sumers gain. We get cheaper prices.
Importers gain.” But there are losers, too,
when cheap imports enter the country,
Baker says, especially among factory work-
ers facing foreign competition. “In the
Midwest, Ohio, Pennsylvania, we lost mil-
lions of jobs,” he says. “It hurt whole com-
munities.”

Sometimes, though, a big trade deficit
can be a sign of prosperity: When times are
good, Americans can afford to buy more
imports. The United States, for instance,
recorded a record trade deficit - $762 bil-
lion - in 2006 when economic growth was a
healthy 2.7 percent. Three years later, in the
depths of the Great Recession, the deficit
shrank to $384 billion because worried
American consumers were cutting back on
imports - and everything else.

Likewise, says economist Timothy Taylor,
editor of the Journal of Economic
Perspectives, “Japan has had big surpluses
for most of the past 25 years, and they’ve
been a pathetic basket case.”

Trade deficits do reduce gross domestic
product, the broadest measure of a coun-
try’s economic output. But that’s mainly a
matter of mathematics. —AFP

LONDON: Far from indicating the US econ-
omy is struggling or the “Trump discount”
unravelling, the weak dollar may be a sign
that arguably the most benign investment
conditions for a decade are likely to persist
a while longer.

US stock markets are at record highs,
with the S&P 500 index up a solid 10 per-
cent this year, and measures of volatility
have never been lower. At the same time,
the dollar is down 10 percent this year and
at 15-month lows against a basket of major
currencies. With the dollar as the world’s
main funding currency, investors had wor-
ried until recently that the twin forces of US
interest rate hikes and a strengthening dol-
lar would derail the rally in global stocks.

Before this year’s drop, the dollar had
posted its best three-year rolling perform-
ance against its currency basket in more
than three decades. A stronger dollar indi-
cates tightening global financial conditions.
Conversely, as Morgan Stanley says in a
note, a 2 percent dollar decline is equivalent
to a 25 basis point cut in the US federal
funds rate in terms of impact on financial
conditions.

The greenback’s 8 percent fall since April
has also coincided with a decline in expec-
tations of US rate increases fueling an
extended rally in global stock markets. This
week, the blue-chip Down Jones Industrial
Average scaled a peak of 22,000 for the first
time. While doubts about US President
Donald Trump’s longevity in the White
House or his ability to pass key reforms
have also been cited as headwinds, there is
a growing belief that the dollar is reflecting
the rude, inflation-less health of an expand-
ing world economy.

“Asset markets and the dollar are react-
ing to the same thing which is a Goldilocks
(not too hot, not too cold) period for the
global economy along with a cautious Fed
that will continue,” said Kamal Sharma, a
director of G10 FX strategy at Bank of
America Merrill Lynch in London.

Investors say the dollar’s decline has fur-
ther to run as it remains broadly underval-

ued and that this may fuel further gains in
asset markets. An International Monetary
Fund report published last week said the
dollar remained overvalued by more than
10 to 20 percent based on US economic
fundamentals. JPMorgan’s index tracking
the dollar’s valuation against an inflation-
adjusted basket of its peers was still near its
long term median.

Bright outlook 
The latest leg of the dollar’s drop also

comes as the economic outlook beyond
the United States has brightened consider-
ably, particularly in the euro zone, encour-
aging investors to bet on further weakness
in the US currency.

Derek Halpenny, head of European glob-
al markets research at MUFG in London,
said the ratio of unhedged to hedged pas-
sive inflows into European equities has
surged since the French presidential and
parliamentary elections, indicating
investors are more comfortable in taking
foreign currency exposure while buying
assets. Though those flows have declined
from their highs, fund managers remain
bullish about the single currency’s outlook,
linking it to an improving economy and the
prospect of pro-growth reforms.“ A bet on
the euro is a bet about French labor reforms
rather than any perceived ECB hawkishness
and if that goes through, EUR/USD can go
above 1.20,” said James Kwok, head of cur-
rency management at Amundi Asset
Management in London. In another sign of
growing risk appetite, emerging market
equities have seen 20 consecutive weeks of
inflows while debt funds have seen 27
straight weeks of inflows, according to Bank
of America Merrill Lynch flow estimates.

Too far?
Despite the relatively heavy speculative

euro bets by hedge funds, large institutional
players such as central banks and pension
funds remain underweight the euro and
related assets, suggesting they could increase
exposure to the single currency. — Reuters

WASHINGTON: US employers hired more workers than
expected in July and raised their wages, signs of labor mar-
ket tightness that likely clears the way for the Federal
Reserve to announce a plan to start shrinking its massive
bond portfolio. The Labor Department said on Friday that
nonfarm payrolls increased by 209,000 jobs last month
amid broad-based gains. June’s employment gain was
revised up to 231,000 from the previously reported
222,000. Average hourly earnings increased nine cents, or
0.3 percent, in July after rising 0.2 percent in June. That was
the biggest rise in five months. On a year-on-year basis,
wages increased 2.5 percent for the fourth straight month.

“The Fed set a low bar for balance sheet normalization
to begin in September, and today’s number cleared that
bar with elan,” said Michael Feroli, economist at JPMorgan
in New York. Although the economy is near full employ-
ment, wage growth has not been strong in part because
many of the jobs being created are in low-wage industries.
Last month, restaurants and bars added 53,100 jobs. July’s
monthly increase in earnings could, however, offer Fed pol-
icymakers some assurance that inflation will gradually rise
to the US central bank’s 2 percent target.

Economists expect the Fed will announce a plan to start

reducing its $4.2 trillion portfolio of Treasury bonds and
mortgage-backed securities at its next policy meeting in
September. The Fed bought these securities to lower inter-
est rates in the wake of the 2007-2009 financial crisis.

Sluggish wage growth and the accompanying benign
inflation, however, suggest the Fed will delay raising inter-
est rates again until December. It has increased borrowing
costs twice this year and its benchmark overnight interest
rate is in a range of 1 percent to 1.25 percent.

The dollar rose and was set for its biggest one-day gain
versus a basket of currencies this year, while prices for US
Treasuries fell.  Stocks on Wall Street edged higher.
Economists had forecast payrolls increasing by 183,000 jobs
and wages rising 0.3 percent in July. Republican President
Donald Trump, who inherited a strong job market from the
Obama administration, cheered Friday’s employment data.
“Excellent Jobs Numbers just released - and I have only just
begun,” Trump said on Twitter. “Many job stifling regulations
continue to fall. Movement back to USA!”

Trump has pledged to sharply boost economic growth
and further strengthen the labor market by slashing taxes,
cutting regulation and boosting infrastructure spending. But
after six months in office the Trump administration has failed

to pass any economic legislation and has yet to articulate a
plan for much of its economic agenda. 

Unemployment rate falls 
Wage growth is crucial to sustaining the US economic

expansion after output increased at a 2.6 percent annual
rate in the second quarter, an acceleration from the
January-March period’s pedestrian 1.2 percent pace. The
economy also got a boost from another report on Friday
showing a sharp drop in the trade deficit in June.

The unemployment rate dropped one-tenth of a per-
centage point to 4.3 percent in July, matching a 16-year
low touched in May. It has declined five-tenths of a per-
centage point this year and is now at the most recent Fed
median forecast for 2017.

“Stable year-on-year wage growth should decrease the
perceived risk of further slowing in wages and prices,” said
Andrew Hollenhorst, an economist at Citigroup in New
York. “Strong payroll gains that place downward pressure
on the post-crisis low unemployment rate will keep the
center of the Fed comfortable with increasing policy rates
in December.” July’s decline in the jobless rate came even
as more people entered the labor force, underscoring job
market strength. —Reuters

In this July 13, 2017 file photo, a crane transporting vehicles operates on a container
ship at the Port of Oakland, in Oakland, California.—AP

US may not be trade wimp, 

Trump makes it out to be

WASHINGTON: In this June 14, 2016 file photo,
Berkshire Hathaway Chairman and CEO Warren
Buffett addresses the White House Summit on the
United State of Women in Washington. — AP

Weak dollar: A green light

for global stocks rally

US jobs report bolsters case for Fed tightening
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KUWAIT: Boursa Kuwait ended last week with
mixed zone. The Price Index closed at 6,825.70
points, up by 0.30 percent from the week
before closing, the Weighted Index decreased
by 1.11 percent after closing at 412.70 points,
whereas the KSX-15 Index closed at 944.45
points down by 1.04 percent. Furthermore, last
week’s average daily turnover decreased by
37.79 percent, compared to the preceding
week, reaching KD 8.98 million, whereas trad-
ing volume average was 60.75 million shares,
recording a decrease of 30.18 percent.

The three stock indices witnessed a mixed
closing affected by the different traders’ prefer-
ence in the market, whereas the Price Index
was able to realize small weekly increase, in
light of the control of the speculative opera-
tions over many small-cap listed stocks.
However, the Weighted and KSX-15  indices
could not record gains, affected by the decline
of some leading and operational stocks, espe-
cially in the Technology & Telecommunication
sectors, as it witnessed profit collection opera-
tions caused it to drop by the end of the week.
Also, it was noticed during the last week the
return of the purchasing operations on some
investment groups in the market, where it wit-
nessed collection operations especially after its
prices reached tempting levels, which positive-
ly reflected on the Price Index in particular.

The market witnessed such performance in
light of general state of watch & cautious in
trading by many investors, waiting for the list-
ed companies disclosures of its first half finan-
cial data for the current year. Moreover, the
Boursa lost more than KD 300 million in the
last five sessions, whereas the total value of the
listed stocks in the primary market reached by
the end of last week KD 27.28 billion, against
KD 27.58 billion at the end of the earlier week,
down by 1.09 percent.  On an annual level, the
market cap gains reached 7.35 percent com-
pared to its value at end of 2016, where it
reached then KD 25.41 billion. (Note: The mar-
ket cap for the listed companies in the primary
market is calculated based on the average out-
standing shares as per the latest available
financial statements)

As per the daily trading activity; Sunday ses-
sion witnessed a decline of the three indices
affected by the strong selling operations that
many traded stocks were subject to, especially
in the Banks sector, in addition to the contin-
ued profit collection operations executed on
some small-cap stocks.  

On Monday session, the market witnessed
mixed closings of the three indices, whereas
the Price Index was able to realize good gains
that enabled it to compensate its previous ses-
sion’s loss, supported by the purchasing pow-
ers and the speculative operations that con-
centrated on the small-cap stocks in particular,
while the profit collection operations contin-
ued its control over the trading of the leading

and operational stocks, which pushed the
Weighted and KSX-15 indices to drop for the
second consecutive session.

On the mid-week session, the fluctuation
continued to control over the trading behav-
ior but with changing positions, as the Price
Index could not continue its upward direction
and closed by the end of the session in the
red zone affected by the quick profit collec-
tion operations executed on the small-cap
stocks, while the Weighted and KSX-15 indices
succeeded in increasing supported by the
return of the purchasing operations on some
heavy stocks.

On Wednesday’s session, the market indices
returned once again to close in the red zone,

amid a selling trend that included many stocks
of different sectors, especially after the increas-
es it witnessed in the previous sessions; such
decline came despite the growth in the market
trading activity compared to the previous ses-
sion, whereas the value increased by around 14
percent, and the volume grew by around 15
percent.  In addition, the Boursa witnessed on
Thursday’s session a return of its three indices
to fluctuate, as the Price Index and KSX-15
Index were able to end the last session of the
week in the green zone, while the Weighted
Index went against the current and closed the
session with some loss.  Such performance
came amid a decline in the trading levels com-
pared to Wednesday’s session, as the volume

decreased by about 27 percent, and the value
contracted by around 25 percent.

For the annual performance, the Price Index
ended last week recording 18.75 percent annu-
al gain compared to its closing in 2016, while
the Weighted Index increased by 8.58 percent,
and the KSX-15 recorded 6.72 percent growth.

Sectors’ Indices
Six of Boursa Kuwait’s sectors ended last

week in the green zone, while the other six
recorded decreases. Last week’s highest gainer
was the Health Care sector, achieving 11.48 per-
cent growth rate as its index closed at 1,683.91
points. Whereas, in the second place, the Oil &
Gas sector’s index closed at 1,090.94 points
recording 7.75 percent increase. The Insurance
sector came in third as its index achieved 3.49
percent growth, ending the week at 1,056.43
points. On the other hand, The Technology sec-
tor headed the losers list as its index declined
10.98 percent to end the week’s activity at
625.78 points. The Telecommunications sector
was second on the losers’ list, which index
declined by 2.40 percent, closing 595.30 points,
followed by the Banks sector, as its index closed
at 943.73 points at a loss of 1.36 percent. 

Sectors’ Activity
The Financial Services sector dominated a

total trade volume of around 122.07 million
shares changing hands during last week, rep-
resenting 40.19 percent of the total market
trading volume. The Real Estate sector was
second in terms of trading volume as the sec-
tor’s traded shares were 24.28 percent of last
week’s total trading volume, with a total of
around 73.77 million shares. On the other
hand, the Banks sector’s stocks were the high-
est traded in terms of value; with a turnover of
around KD 17.77 million or 39.56 percent of
last week’s total market trading value. The
Financial Services sector took the second
place as the sector’s last week turnover was
approx. KD 10.83 million representing 24.12
percent of the total market trading value. 

—Prepared by: Studies & Research
Department - Bayan Investment Co.  

Boursa Kuwait ekes out marginal gains
BAYAN WEEKLY MARKET REPORT

NEW YORK: The US dollar and bond
yields climbed while stocks on Wall St
rose modestly on Friday, following a
stronger-than-expected US jobs
report, which also showed a pickup
in wage growth for the world’s
largest economy.

The US Labor Department said
nonfarm payrolls rose by 209,000
jobs last month. June’s employment
gain was revised up to 231,000 from
a previously reported 222,000. The
unemployment rate fell to 4.3 per-
cent while average hourly earnings
rose 0.3 percent, the largest increase
in five months.

The report may pave the way for
the US Federal  Reser ve to star t
shrinking its $4.2 trillion balance
sheet. US stocks retreated from early
highs to keep a gauge of world
stocks near the unchanged mark,
although the index remained on
track for its fourth straight week of

gains. The report also bolstered the
dollar from 15-month lows against a
basket of major currencies.

“It really reinforces a lot of the
themes we’ve seen - which is you will
continue to see solid, steady growth
that is not knocking the cover off the
ball, led mainly by the labor market,
which is healthy, and consumption,
which should continue,” said Sameer
Samana, global quantitative analyst
at Wells Fargo Investment Institute in
St. Louis.

“For financial markets, for right
now, it’s a good combination - good
growth that is not leading to infla-
tion.” The Dow Jones Industrial
Average rose 66.71 points, or 0.3 per-
cent,  to 22,092.81,  the S&P 500
gained 4.67 points, or 0.19 percent,
to 2,476.83 and the Nasdaq
Composite added 11.22 points, or
0.18 percent, to 6,351.56.

Financials, up 0.72 percent, were

the best per forming S&P sector,
but gains on the broader S&P 500
were curbed by a decline in health-
care names, and a 13.83 percent
drop in Viacom. 

The pan-European FTSEurofirst
300 index rose 0.99 percent and
MSCI’s gauge of stocks across the
globe gained 0.04 percent.  The
FTSEurofirst notched its best day
since July 12 while the Dow scored
its ninth straight day of gains, and
eighth straight closing record. The
greenback was on pace for its
biggest daily percentage gain since
Jan 6 and its first weekly gain in four,
buoyed by the jobs report and com-
ments from National Economic
Council director Gary Cohn that the
U.S. administration is working on a
tax plan that would bring corporate
profits back to the United States.

The dollar had been weakening
on polit ical  uncer tainty in

Washington, including news on
Thursday that a grand jur y had
issued subpoenas relating to an
investigation of suspected Russian
meddling in the 2016 US election.
The dollar index rose 0.66 percent,
with the euro down 0.72 percent to
$1.1782.

In bond markets, traders were bet-
ting the payrolls figures would cause
the Fed to start to trim its balance
sheet next month while a rate hike
later this year could not be ruled out.

Benchmark 10-year US Treasury
notes fell 10/32 in price to yield 2.2637
percent, from 2.228 percent late on
Thursday. Oil prices rose on Friday as
the jobs report bolstered hopes for ris-
ing demand but declined on the week,
weighed down by strong US output
and rising OPEC exports. US crude set-
tled up 1.1 percent at $49.58 per barrel
and Brent settled up 0.8 percent at
$52.42. — Reuters

US payrolls report boosts dollar, stocks, bond yields

GLOBAL MARKET  WEEKLY REPORT

NEW YORK: A Wall Street sign outside the New York Stock Exchange. US
stocks rose slightly on Friday after the government reports stronger-than-
expected job growth for the month of July. —AP
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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications
company in Kuwait, announced the launch of new
and exclusive offers as part of its promotional cam-
paign entitled “A Bundle of Joy this Summer” for the
summer season. The new offers include free smart-
phone devices and double Internet capacities  for
both postpaid and prepaid customers on its most
advanced network.

Zain’s new offers, designed for both postpaid
and prepaid customers, include a number of great
features, including double Internet capacities  for
the same existing prices, as well as the latest and
most advanced smartphone devices for free for
the ultimate summer season and summer vaca-
tion experience.  

As part of the exclusive summer offers for postpaid
customers, Zain is offering an all-new plan that
includes a FREE smartphone device, 10 GBs of 4G LTE
Internet, and 250 local minutes for KD 10 monthly
only. During the summer, the KD 40 monthly plan will
now include two free smartphones, unlimited local

calls, as well as 1 TB of 4G LTE Internet. Postpaid
Internet customers can also now enjoy double
Internet capacities  during the summer season and
for the same existing prices, starting at 500 GBs
(instead of 250 GBs) for KD 6 only with a commit-

ment.  The new summer offers also include great fea-
tures for prepaid customers, including double 4G LTE
Internet capacities  for the same existing prices on all
eeZee plans, starting at 10 GBs (instead of 5 GBs) for
KD 5 only. In addition, new eeZee customers will get

free KD 5 credit and free 5 GBs Internet when they
purchase a new prepaid line. 

eeZee Internet customers can now enjoy triple the
Internet capacities  at 60 GBs during the daytime and
60 GBs during the nighttime (instead of 20 GBs for
each timing) for KD 5 monthly only without any com-
mitments.  Zain’s new offers on its most popular post-
paid and prepaid plans are part of the company’s
commitment to offer the most flexible and competi-
tive offerings in the market, reinforcing its leadership
position and its pledge in offering the best services
and offers to meet customers’ practical and personal
telecommunications needs.

The new offers were specifically designed to
complement the needs and aspirations of the
largest family of subscribers in Kuwait. By launching
the new summer offers, Zain aims at creating a new
concept for the services it offers, as well as offering
convenience with flexible and convenient plans
that meet the different personal and professional
needs of customers. 

Zain launches exclusive summer offers  
Exclusive offers on postpaid, prepaid and Internet plans

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) won “Best
Consumer Digital Bank in the Middle East 2017”
Award from Global Finance Magazine.  Regional
and Global winners, and Global Sub-Category
winners, will be revealed on 2 November in
London at Global Finance’s Best Digital Bank
Awards dinner.

KFH was chosen among entries evaluated by
a world-class panel of judges at Infosys, a global
leader in consulting, technology and outsourc-
ing. Global Finance editors were responsible for

the final selection of winners in the first round.
Global Finance selected KFH based on the fol-
lowing criteria: strength of strategy for attract-
ing and servicing digital customers, success in
getting clients to use digital offerings, growth of
digital customers, breadth of product offerings,
evidence of tangible benefits gained from digi-
tal initiatives, and web/mobile site design and
functionality. Joseph D Giarraputo, publisher and
editorial director of Global Finance said “Digital
banking is here to stay, and this year’s winners
illustrate the importance of relentless innovation
in products, systems and services. Corporate and
retail clients expect transformative new solu-
tions, and this year’s winners consistently deliver
on those expectations.”

KFH offers over 180 e-services to customers.
KFH has recently launched a novel approach of
banking services; XTM that allows customers to
conduct their transactions and perform many
banking services in minutes in a very modern
way using advanced tools through visual and
audio communication options. 

The bank launched ‘Mobile Wallet Payment
Service’ that enables KFH customers to pay for
their purchases by simply tapping their smart
phones at Point of Sale (POS) terminals
equipped with Near Field Communication (NFC)
technology. KFH launched Visa Checkout service,
which enables quick, safe and secure online pay-

ment. The bank has launched several other inno-
vative digital banking services. 

KFH will continuously improve its services and
keep abreast with latest banking technology in
order to meet the aspiration of its customers
while maintaining its pioneering position as a
world leading Islamic financial institution.

It is worth noting that Global Finance
Magazine is a monthly magazine founded in
1987. It provides a valuable source of data on
192 countries.  With vast experience in interna-
tional financial markets, it helps corporate lead-
ers, bankers and investors chart the course of
global business and finance.

KFH was established in Kuwait in 1977 and is
enlisted in the Kuwait Stock Exchange. KFH
Group is a global pioneer in the field of Islamic

banking services, where it offers a wide array of
Islamic products and services, not to mention a
high standard of innovation and client service.

KFH manages its operations in the GCC, Asia,
and Europe through over 480 branches, includ-
ing KFH-Turkey, in order to offer services for the
bank’s clients in Turkey, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Germany, Jordan, and Dubai.

KFH’s mission is to achieve highest levels of
excellence and innovation in the field of client
service, while developing common interest for
all those concerned with the financial institu-
tion. KFH’s vision is to spearhead the global
development in Islamic financial services, and
to upgrade the bank into the level of becom-
ing the most sustainable profitable Islamic
bank in the world. 

KFH wins ‘Best Consumer Digital 
Bank in the Middle East 2017’ 

Bank bags award from Global Finance
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KUWAIT: Gulf Bank has announced hold-
ing its second quarterly Salary Account
Draw tomorrow, (Monday 7) live on 88.8 FM
‘Rabaa Al-Diwaniya’ show at 2PM, to
announce the lucky winner of its KD 25,000
cash prize, in the presence of a representa-
tive from the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry. 

The Gulf Bank’s salary account is tailored
for Kuwaiti customers, and allows them to
benefit from a number of unique offers by
transferring their salaries to Gulf Bank. 

The salary account offer gives new cus-
tomers the opportunity to either receive a
KD 100 cash gift upon transferring their
salaries to Gulf Bank or an interest free
loan. Customers must have a minimum
salary of KD 500 and are fully eligible for

the offer following their first salary transfer
to Gulf Bank. Customers can also enjoy a
one year free of charge Visa or MasterCard
credit card, as well as a chance to apply for
loan up to KD 70,000, or a consumer loan
up to KD 15,000. 

Existing and new customers who trans-
fer their salaries to Gulf Bank are automati-
cally enrolled in the quarterly draws and
have the chance to win valuable cash
prizes, including three quarterly prizes of
KD 25,000, in addition to Kuwait’s largest
salary prize of KD 250,000 in the last draw.

The third Salary quarterly draw for the
prize of 25,000 will be held on 6 November,
2017,  while the final Salary’s draw for the
largest prize of KD 250,000, will be held on
8 February, 2018. 

Gulf Bank’s quarterly salary 
account draw tomorrow 

Draw live on 88.8FM’s ‘Rabaa Al-Diwaniya’ show

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
announced 14 winners of the seventh draw
of the new banking cards summer cam-
paign themed “Get Back Double the Value
of your Purchases”. The campaign was
launched in an attempt to encourage
clients to use KFH credit, prepaid and debit
cards while making purchases in Kuwait
and overseas.

The winners are: Hessa Alkindari, Luluwa
Alderei, Ali Alenezi, Norah Alnafisi, Elegbita
Alqadiri,  Ahmad Alshoayb and Yousef
Alansari. 

The campaign that lasts for 120 days
gives KFH customers chances to enter draw
to win double cashback up to KD 2000 dai-
ly.  KFH Credit and Prepaid cards used for
domestic and international purchases and
KFH Debit cards used for international pur-
chases are eligible for the draw. For every
KD 1 spent locally earns 1 chance and every
KD 1 spent internationally earn 3 chances
to enter the daily draw.

This campaign is part of KFH efforts to

reward its clients and grant them addition-
al value; thus achieving customer satisfac-
tion and boosting their confidence. The
campaign also aims at enhancing the
bank’s presence especially that it domi-
nates the largest market share in the field
of banking cards. KFH strives to continu-
ously offer its clients new promotions and
discounts in order to distinguish them
among peers, not to mention to further
bolster bank’s leading position in the field
of banking cards.

KFH marketing campaigns play a signifi-
cant role in underlining KFH’s principles
that include boosting sales, and benefitting
clients and merchants. It is worth noting
that KFH has won several awards in the
field of banking cards which reiterates its
success and efficiency in banking cards
market. KFH enjoys high confidence and
leadership in the market in addition to high
quality products which have enabled it to
achieve growth in cards market and
increase the number of customers. 

KFH announces cards summer 
campaign 7th draw winners 

KUWAIT: Building on its strate-
gy which focuses on offering
easier,  s impler and superior
customer service, ABK officially
opens the doors  of  i ts  new
branch located in the Al-Hamra
Buidling in Salem Al-Mubarak
Street in Salmiya today, replac-
ing the previous branch in the

Al-Mul la  Complex.  The new
branch which is larger and offers
easy access is the 31st branch in
Kuwait. ABK now has a total of
72 branches across the region
with 31 in Kuwait, 2 in the UAE
and 39 in Egypt as well as a total
of 138 ATMs strategically located
across Kuwait. 

ABK relocates to a new 
branch in Salmiya

WASHINGTON: A drop in the unem-
ployment rate to a 16-year low raises
a tantalizing question about the job
market: How much better can it get?
Earlier this year, economists worried
that the low unemployment rate
meant businesses would struggle to
find workers and that would drag
down the pace of hiring. Those fears
were heightened by a tiny job gain
in March and modest hiring in May.

Yet Friday’s jobs report suggests
such concerns are premature.
Employers added 209,000 jobs, after
a solid gain of 231,000 in June, the
Labor Department said. The unem-
ployment rate ticked down to 4.3
percent, from 4.4 percent, matching
the low reached in May. The US
economy is benefiting from steady
growth around the world, with
Europe and Japan perking up and
China’s economy stabilizing.
Corporate revenue and profits are
growing too, and the stock market
has hit record highs.

Economists were particularly
encouraged by the fact that more
Americans are coming off the side-
lines and finding jobs. For the first
few years after the recession, many
of the unemployed stopped looking

for work. Some were discouraged by
the lack of available jobs. Others
returned to school or stayed home
to take care of family. The govern-
ment doesn’t count those out of
work as unemployed unless they are
actively searching for jobs.

That trend began to reverse last
year and has continued into 2017. To
many economists, that means
robust hiring could continue for
many more months, or even years.
“There’s more people willing to work
than the unemployment rate would
have you believe,” said Nick Bunker, a
senior policy analyst at the
Washington Center for Equitable
Growth, a liberal think tank.

President Donald Trump celebrat-
ed the data in a tweet shortly after
the numbers were released.
“Excellent Jobs Numbers,” he wrote,
“and I have only just begun.”

Trump technically tweeted too
early: His comment was posted at
8:45 am, just 15 minutes after the
report was released. Federal rules
specify that White House officials
should wait for an hour before pub-
licly commenting. The rule is intend-
ed to allow the data to be released
without political spin. — AP

LONDON: Talk of trade war looks here to
stay for the time being, especially as
data over the coming week seems more
likely than not to aggravate US President
Donald Trump’s gripes with China and
Germany. While global trade has bub-
bled back into life after a lean few years,
so too have fears of protectionism, leav-
ing financial markets wary in an other-
wise improving global economy.

German Foreign Minister Sigmar
Gabriel said last month it was a cause of
“great concern” that the United States
could start a trade war with Europe,
while tension between Washington and
Beijing has escalated.

In the last week US senators from
both sides of the house urged Trump to
stand up to China as he prepares to
launch an inquiry into its intellectual

property and trade practices in coming
days. At the moment, the working
assumption for most investors is that
international cooperation will win the
day - as the International Monetary Fund
pushed for earlier this year - before a
full-blown trade war starts. “Do I think
that the US will be dumb enough to go
ahead and put in place a series of meas-
ures which will act as an obstacle to
trade with these countries? I suspect
not,” said Peter Dixon, global financial
economist at Commerzbank in London.

The United States posted a much
smaller goods trade deficit than expect-
ed for June, helped by an improvement
in exports.

But this may be eclipsed by figures
from China and Germany due in com-
ing days. — Reuters

Drop in US jobless 
rate raises question

No let-up likely in Trump trade war talk
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DUBAI: Digital Shadows, the industry
leader in digital risk management,
recently unveiled a new report called:
‘The Pressing Need for Digital Risk
Management’ from top analysts at the
Enterprise Strategy Group (ESG) look-
ing at the growing importance and
rates of adoption of Digital Risk
Management in business today. The
report recognizes that most CEOs and
corporate boards no longer shy away
from cybersecurity strategy as they
might have done even 5 years ago.
Rather, progressive executives now
realize that cyber-risk equates to busi-

ness risk and needs to be addressed as
part of their overall business strategy.

Most executives no longer accept
“good enough” security, and are willing
to invest in best practices and leading
security defenses to protect their
organizations. However, many organi-
zations continue to think of cyber-risk
in terms of internal network penetra-
tion rather than as a more comprehen-
sive strategy that includes all digital
assets-websites, social networks, VIP
and third-party partner exposure, etc.
To address these risks, the report sug-
gests CISOs and risk officers must

adopt a thorough digital risk manage-
ment strategy that includes monitor-
ing, filtering, prioritizing, and respond-
ing to threats across the public Internet
and dark web. 

Jon Oltsik, Senior Principal Analyst
at ESG who wrote the report, said:
“Many executives are beginning to
realize they need to take a different
stance on cyber security. It is no longer
a case of just spending dollars on
perimeter-focused cybersecurity but
they need to move to a more holistic
digital risk strategy designed to ana-
lyze threat intelligence, monitor deep

web activities, track the posting of sen-
sitive data, and oversee third parties.”

“We know that a strong and resilient
strategic digital risk management strat-
egy should include policies and moni-
toring for targeted cyber threats;
Infrastructure exposure, data loss;
brand and VIP exposure, physical
threats and third party risks to be truly
effective,” said Alastair Paterson, CEO
and Co-Founder of Digital Shadows.
“Digital Risk Management, which com-
bines automation and human analyt-
ics, is becoming the critical component
in your cyber security arsenal.”

Enterprise Strategy Group reports need for digital risk management

SAN FRANCISCO: Apple’s iPhone may be ready
for its next big act - as a springboard into “aug-
mented reality,” a technology that projects life-
like images into real-world settings viewed
through a screen. If you’ve heard about AR at all,
it’s most likely because you’ve encountered
“Pokemon Go,” in which players wander around
neighborhoods trying to capture monsters only
they can see on their phones. AR is also making
its way into education and some industrial
applications, such as product assembly and

warehouse inventory management.
Now Apple is hoping to transform the tech-

nology from a geeky sideshow into a mass-mar-
ket phenomenon. It’s embedding AR-ready tech-
nology into its iPhones later this year, potentially
setting the stage for a rush of new apps that blur
the line between reality and digital representa-
tion in new and imaginative ways. “This is one of
those huge things that we’ll look back at and
marvel on the start of it,” Apple CEO Tim Cook
told analysts during a Tuesday conference call.
Many analysts agree. “This is the most important
platform that Apple has created since the app
store in 2008,” said Jan Dawson of Jackdaw
Research.

There’s just one catch: No one can yet point

to a killer app for AR, at least beyond the year-
old (and fading) fad of “Pokemon Go.” Instead,
analysts argue more generally that AR creates
enormous potential for new games, home-
remodeling apps that let you visualize new
furnishings and decor in an existing room,
education, health care and more. For the
moment, though, we’re basically stuck with
demos created by developers, including a
“Star Wars”-like droid rolling past a dog that
doesn’t realize it’s there; a digital replica of

Houston on a table;  and a vir tual  tour of
Vincent Van Gogh’s bedroom.

Augmenting the iPhone
At Apple, the introduction of AR gets under-

way in September with the release of iOS 11, the
next version of the operating system that powers
hundreds of millions of iPhones and iPads around
the world. Tucked away in that release is an AR
toolkit intended to help software developers cre-
ate new AR apps. Those apps, however, won’t
work on just any Apple device - only the iPhone
6S and later models, including the hotly anticipat-
ed next-generation iPhone that Apple will release
this fall. 

The 2017 iPad and iPad Pro will run AR apps as

well. Apple isn’t the only company betting big on
AR. Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg talked up
the technology at a company presentation in
April, calling it a “really important technology that
changes how we use our phones.” Apple rivals
such as Google and Microsoft are also starting to
deploy AR systems .

Waiting for apple’s next big thing
Apple has been looking for something to

lessen its dependence on the iPhone since the
2011 death of its co-founder CEO Steve Jobs, the
driving force behind the company’s innovation
factory. Cook thought he had come up with a rev-
olutionary product when Apple began selling its
smartwatch in 2015, but the Apple Watch remains
a niche product. 

For now, the iPhone remains Apple’s domi-
nant product, accounting for 55 percent of
Apple’s $45.4 billion in revenue during the three
months ended in June. The total revenue repre-
sented a 7 percent increase from the same time
last year. Apple earned $8.7 billion, up 12 per-
cent from last year. Its stock jumped nearly 6
percent in morning trading Wednesday, helping
to push the Dow Jones industrial average above
22,000 for the first time.

An AR explosion, maybe
Tim Merel, managing director of technology

consulting firm Digi-Capital, believes Apple’s
entry into AR will catalyze the field. His firm
expects AR to mushroom into an $83 billion mar-
ket by 2021, up from $1.2 billion last year. That
estimate assumes that Apple and its rivals will
expand beyond AR software to high-tech glasses
and other devices, such as Microsoft’s HoloLens
headset. For now, though, nothing appears better
suited for interacting with AR than the smart-
phone. Google already makes AR software called
Tango that debuted on one Lenovo smartphone
last year and will be part of another high-end
device from Asus this month.

But it will be years before Tango phones are
as widely used as iPhones, or for that matter,
iPads. Most of those devices are expected to
become AR-ready when the free iOS 11 update
hits next month. Nearly 90 percent of Apple
devices powered by iOS typically install the new
software version when it comes out. Assuming
that pattern holds true this fall, that will bring AR
to about 300 million Apple devices that are
already in people’s hands.

Beyond the iPhone
If the new software wins over more AR fans as

Apple hopes, analysts figure that Apple will begin
building AR-specific devices, too. One obvious pos-
sibility might be some kind of AR glasses tethered
to the iPhone, which would allow people to
observe digital reality without having to look
“through” a phone. Once technology allows, a
standalone headset could render the iPhone
unnecessary, at least for many applications. Such a
device could ultimately supplant the iPhone,
although that isn’t likely to happen for five to 10
years, even by the most optimistic estimates. —AP

Next big leap for Apple? 
augmented reality

DUBAI: Microsoft Gulf has announced the
launch of its Cloud Summer Camp that will
take place in Mauritius this August. The ini-
tiative is part of the Microsoft Cloud socie-
ty, a unique program that gives IT Pros an
opportunity to advance their technical acu-
men and become world-class experts in
the space of cloud computing. Interested
candidates can now avail the chance to win
a spot in the Cloud Summer Camp and fly
to Mauritius this August by registering on
Microsoft Cloud Society and completing
any of the available Azure Skills courses in
the month of July ; or alternatively by
attending more than 4 Azure sessions on
TeachMeNow.

Upon achievement of these courses,
participants can publish a copy of comple-
tion certificate on their personal LinkedIn
page with hash-tag #MSCloudSociety and
share the link of this post on the Microsoft
Gulf IT Pro page. Winners amongst eligible
participants will be selected based on the
highest number of endorsements achieved
on LinkedIn in “Cloud Computing”. Names
of confirmed winners will be posted online
on Microsoft’s IT Pro Facebook page. So,
whether you’re new to Azure or already a
cloud professional; come jump start your
skills with the most up-to-date training on
Microsoft Azure in a concise, intensive and
real-time environment.

Boost your cloud skills 
at Microsoft cloud 

summer camp in Mauritius

CALIFORNIA: In this file photo, a person takes a photo of an Apple logo before an
announcement of new products at the Apple Worldwide Developers Conference in
San Jose, California. —AP

WASHINGTON: Two months ago,
Marcus Hutchins was an “accidental
hero,” a young computer whiz living
with his parents in Britain who found
the “kill switch” to the devastating
WannaCry ransomware. Today, the 23-
year-old is in a US federal prison,
charged with creating and distributing
malicious software designed to attack
the banking system. His arrest this week
stunned the computer security com-
munity and shines a light on the shad-
owy world of those who sometimes
straddle the line between legal and ille-
gal activities.

Hutchins’ arrest following Def Con in
Las Vegas, one of the world’s largest
gathering of hackers, delivered “an
extreme shock,” according to Gabriella
Coleman, a McGill University professor
who studies the hacker community.
“The community at Def Con would not
admire a hacker who was doing hard-
core criminal activity for profit or dam-
age-that is frowned upon,” Coleman
said. “But there are people who do
security research... who understand that
sometimes in order to improve security,
you have to stick your nose in areas that
may break the law. They don’t want to
hurt anyone but they are doing it for
research.”

Hackers are generally classified as
“white hats” if they stay within the law
and “black hats” if they cross the line. At
gatherings like Def Con, “you have peo-
ple who dabble on both sides of the
fence,” said Rick Holland, vice president
at the security firm Digital Shadows. An
indictment unsealed by US authorities

charges Hutchins and a second individ-
ual-whose name was redacted-of mak-
ing and distributing in 2014 and 2015
the Kronos “banking Trojan,” a reference
to malicious software designed to steal
user names and passwords used at
online banking sites.

Hacker mindset
James Scott, a senior fellow who fol-

lows cybersecurity at the Institute for
Critical Infrastructure Technology, said it

is sometimes difficult to separate the
white hats from the black hats. The
hacker mindset includes “an insatiable
need to satisfy their intellectual curiosi-
ty,” Scott said. “Hackers have that thing,
they can’t sleep. It’s persistent and it’s
constant and it can drive you nuts.”
Scott said he did not know details of
the Hutchins case but that it is possible
he wrote code that someone else
“weaponized.”

Rob Graham of Errata Security said
he came to a similar conclusion,  that

Hutchins “wrote some code, but every-
thing else was done by the other guy...
As a writer of code sometimes used in
viruses, this worries me.” Friends and
collaborators of Hutchins-known by his
online moniker “Malwaretech”-said
they found the allegations hard to
believe. “He worked with me on a proj-
ect in 2014 he refused payment for,”
said a tweet from Jake Williams of
Rendition InfoSec. “This is incongruous
with a black hat writing code for mon-

ey at the same time.” Security
researcher Andrew Mabbitt tweeted
that Hutchins “spent his career stop-
ping malware, not writing it.”

More circumspect
Regardless of the outcome of the

case, some security professionals said
the arrest could erode trust between
the hacker community and law
enforcement. Coleman said hackers
and researchers already tread carefully
in light of the Computer Fraud and

Abuse Act, a law that makes it illegal to
access a computer system without
authorization and has been roundly
criticized by some security profession-
als. “The statute is very broad and it can
be wielded as a tool against
researchers,” Coleman said.

She noted that many in the hacker
community are still reeling over the
2013 suicide of activist Aaron Swartz,
who was charged under the same law
for illegally downloading academic
journals.

Hutchins’ arrest “might actually
drive certain security researchers fur-
ther underground,” said John Dickson
of Denim Group, a security consultan-
cy. “I know several security researchers
from Europe, whom I consider on the
‘white hat’ side of the house, who will
no longer travel to the US to be on the
safe side.”

Holland of Digital Shadows added
that the news “could make people more
circumspect about who they may col-
laborate with.” Scott said the arrest may
be counterproductive for cybersecurity
because hackers like Hutchins help
expose security flaws in order to fix
them. “The establishment needs hack-
ers more than hackers need the estab-
lishment,” he said. Scott added that
Hutchins’ obvious talents could make
him an asset for national security
instead of a liability. “I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if a federal agency made him an
offer he can’t refuse,” Scott said. “A guy
like that should be at Fort Meade,” he
added, referring to the headquarters of
the National Security Agency.—AFP

SAO PAULO: While Uber has changed
ground transport in many cities, Sao Paulo’s
infernal traffic jams have sparked a new
app that opens the sky to commuters:
Voom, a helicopter taxi service that charges
according to distance plus landing fees. It’s
a godsend for those in a rush-but only if
the weather permits. Gustavo Boyde, a
Brazilian living in the United States who
goes to Sao Paulo for business, is one of
those who says the hops above the city are
the only way to get around.

“I’ve opted for helicopters,” he said,
pointing to the metropolis sprawling
beyond the horizon as he choppered
from a chic central district to the airport.
Sao Paulo-South America’s biggest city,
home to 12 million residents within its
municipal limits and millions more in
satellite towns-is regularly choked by gar-
gantuan traffic jams. There are 5.9 million
vehicles, or one for every two people. At
peak hour, traffic can be backed up as
much as 576 kilometers.

Not so pricey 
A new venture launched in April by

Europe’s Airbus, Voom has taken a page
out of Uber’s marketing manual to put
clients above it all-at a competitive price.
The app asks passengers to enter their
weight and that of any baggage, then
immediately sends the calculated fare.
Boyde’s run, from the southeastern neigh-
borhood of Itaim Bibi to the airport some
30 kilometers (20 miles) away, takes nine
minutes and costs $150.

Compare that with the market rates
before Voom became available. Individual
helicopter companies wanted 10 times
more-and trips needed to be booked at
least two days in advance. “Our goal is to
make helicopter transport accessible to
more people, so that the helicopter is seen
as an alternative,” said Voom’s executive
director, Uma Subramanian.

In Boyde’s case, taking a helicopter
through the app was a no-brainer. Using a
traditional taxi on the clogged roads would
have cost him $50 and an hour and a half
of frustrating stop-and-go. “I chose Voom
because it fits within my travel budget, it’s
economical and it’s practical,” Boyde said.
“Those are two hours I can now use for

work, which is handy given the tight sched-
ule I  have,” he said. According to
Subramanian, saturated roads in Latin
America mean that “people lose up to 10
hours a week” stuck in traffic. 

Biggest fleet 
Sao Paulo topped a list of 500 cities

Voom considered for its debut, for a variety
of reasons. The city, which sits in a state of
the same name whose population exceeds
45 million, has the biggest fleet of helicop-
ters in the world. ANAC, the National
Association for Civil Aviation, says 700
choppers, or nearly a third of Brazil’s total
number, are located there, alongside 528
helipads. Brazil’s deep recession also means
that many in Sao Paulo’s aviation sector
have embraced Voom.

“In the current situation of a contracting
market, the arrival of this service is a posi-
tive,” said Arthur Fioratti,  head of the
ABRAPHE association of Brazilian helicopter
pilots that covers some 2,000 professional
flyers. Back during Brazil’s boom time,
between 2010 and 2013, the sector flour-
ished. ABRAPHE said there were 2,000 heli-
copter flights a day in Sao Paulo state.
Today, there are 1,300.

Voom has deals with three helicopter
companies which operate five helicopters
in Sao Paulo’s metropolitan zone. Business
travelers are the company’s target clien-
tele-an elite used to taking a lift to the top
of a glass-and-steel tower to be picked up
on the rooftop helipad. But it hopes to
eventually broaden the appeal of flitting
across the sky by bringing fares down to
below what a taxi would charge.

Eye on the weather 
Currently, between six and 10 people use

Voom’s service daily. “When my friends saw
me using a helicopter to get to the airport
they asked if I’d become a millionaire. When
I told them how much it cost, they were sur-
prised,” said Lucas Amadeu, the head of mar-
keting for a technology company. “I think
that once people know what it costs, the
service will grow a lot,” he added. But while
market forces are one thing, Mother Nature
is another, and the sometimes violent
storms and tropical rain that lash Sao Paulo
can ground Voom’s fleet. —AFP

Want to escape Sao Paulo’s 
traffic? Take a flying taxi

Alastair Paterson

Arrest shines light on shadowy 
community of good, bad hackers
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SAINT-AIGNAN-SUR-CHER, France: The
first baby panda born in France is in good
health  and feeding from its mother, staff at
Beauval Zoo said yesterday, as they came to
terms with losing its twin. Zookeepers were
on alert to ensure that the surviving panda
cub of twins born on Friday makes it
through the crucial first week of its life. "The
first week is the most difficult because it is
still very fragile," the zoo's chief vet Baptiste
Mulot said yesterday morning. But the early
signs appeared to be good.

"He is breastfeeding from his mother,
we'll see if we have to supplement that
with milk brought by the two Chinese car-
ers," he added. The Chinese team, from the
centre for breeding pandas in Chengdu,
Sichuan province, southwest China, had
already given the panda three bottle feeds,
giving it somewhere between 1-1.3 mil-
limeters of milk. Huan Huan "is a very pro-
tective mother, which is very good, but that
complicates the work of the Chinese carers
a bit when it comes to taking the cub away
every two hours," said Mulot.

There was joy and pain Friday as the
zoo's only female panda gave birth to
twins, but one died soon afterwards. Huan
Huan, on loan to Beauval zoo in central
France from China, delivered the first cub at
10:18 pm (2018 GMT) and the second at
10:32. But soon after birth, the first, which
weighed just 121 grams, began having
problems breathing and died despite the
best efforts of zoo staff.

'Too weak to survive' 
"It was too weak to survive. The Chinese

experts, who have experience of this, saw it
straight away," zoo director Rodolphe
Delord said. "Our veterinary teams did
everything they could to save it, but it was
too small, too weak." But he said the second
twin, which weighed in at a healthier 142.4
grams, was in "perfect health". The cub
stayed mainly with his mother, but when-
ever it was taken away from her it was
immediately put in an incubator, said chief
vet Mulot. That allowed the Chinese carers
to weigh it and wash it and supplement the
mother's feeding with milk from a bottle. 

For the moment, the cub is known sim-
ply has "Mini Yuan Zi", after its father.
Visitors to the zoo were delighted at the
news of the birth. "I'm so happy that a baby
panda was born here because later, I want
to work here," said 13-year-old Marion, who
made a special trip with her parents from
the southern city of Avignon. Visitors will
have to wait three months to see the family
in their enclosure, when the baby panda
will have opened its eyes and be covered in
hair. In the meantime, visitors can watch a
film of the pandas on giant screens. 

Nine-year-old Huan Huan and her male
partner Yuan Zi arrived at Beauval zoo in
January 2012 on a 10-year loan from China
after intense negotiations between Paris and
Beijing. Breeding pandas is notoriously diffi-
cult and this is the first time a cub has been
born in France. The female panda is only in
heat once a year for about 48 hours. The ges-
tation period for pandas is a mere 50 days.
Huan Huan (meaning "happy") and Yuan Zi
("chubby") are the only giant pandas living
in France. The pair were brought together in
February, in the hope they would mate, but
it didn't happen. In the end, the zoo per-
formed an artificial insemination. If all goes
well with the birth, the surviving cub will
leave Beauval in the next two to three years
to be returned to China. — AFP

France's surviving baby 
panda in perfect health

FRANCE: A veterinarian holds the second of twin cubs born to panda Huan
Huan in Saint-Aignan-sur-Cher, central France. — AFP

MANILA: Some 2,000 mothers in the Philippines breastfed
their babies in public yesterday in a gathering aimed at
cutting infant deaths and dispelling taboos over the prac-
tice. To the upbeat sounds of local pop songs, hundreds of
mothers suckled their babies inside a cavernous Manila
stadium, some of them multitasking by feeding two chil-
dren at the same time. Organizers of the annual event said
they aimed to encourage Filipina mothers to exclusively
breastfeed their babies for the first six months to lower the
country's high infant mortality rate.

"In the Philippines we still have a very low infant breast-
feeding rate," Ros Macachor, an organizer for the non-gov-
ernment advocacy group Breastfeeding Pinays said.
Macachor said Filipina mothers typically breastfeed their
newborns only for the first 24 days, then switch to com-
mercial infant formula which is ubiquitous and heavily
marketed by powerful conglomerates. A WHO study pub-

lished in 2013 found only 34 percent of Filipino infants
younger than six months were exclusively breastfed, and
an "alarming" 36 percent were fed infant formula.

This was due to "aggressive marketing by milk compa-
nies" to counter laws designed to encourage breastfeed-
ing, the country report added. The UN Children's Fund said
28 out of every 1,000 Filipinos die under the age of five.
While that marks a significant improvement from the 56
per 1000 deaths recorded in 1990 it remains above the
country's stated goal of lowering infant mortality rates to
19 per 1,000. 

Macachor said similar mass breastfeeding events would
help combat stereotypes and encourage mothers to exer-
cise their right and shrug off taboos against nursing babies
in public. "They should not be intimidated by people
telling them to go breastfeed in the toilets, which is unsan-
itary," she added. — AFP 

2,000 Philippine moms show 
breastfeeding is best for babies

MANILA: Mothers participate in a breastfeeding event in Manila. — AFP

NEW YORK: US regulators on
Friday warned a New York fertility
doctor to stop marketing an
experimental procedure that
uses DNA from three people - a
mother, a father and an egg
donor - to avoid certain genetic
diseases. The doctor, John Zhang,
used the technique to help a
Jordanian couple have a baby
boy last year. According to the
Food and Drug Administration,
Zhang said his companies
wouldn't use the technology in
the US again without permission,
yet they continue to promote it.

The procedure is not
approved in the US, and
Congress has barred the FDA
from even reviewing proposals
to conduct such experiments. A
receptionist at Zhang's New
Hope Fertility Clinic in New York
said late Friday that no one was
available to comment. Zhang
heads the clinic and a related
company, Darwin Life Inc. New
Hope's website touts having
achieved the "first live birth"
using this technology, along with
other advanced fertility treat-
ments it offers. The FDA's letter to
Zhang cites several other market-
ing claims, including a reference
to "the first proven treatment for
certain genetic disorders."

The birth of the boy was dis-
closed last September. The moth-
er carries DNA that could have
given her child Leigh syndrome,
a severe neurological disorder
that usually kills within a few
years of birth. The experimental
technique involves removing
some of the mother's DNA from
an egg, and leaving the disease-
causing DNA behind. The healthy
DNA gets slipped into a donor's

egg, which is then fertilized. As a
result, the baby inherits DNA
from both parents and the egg
donor - producing what's been
called "three-parent babies" -
though the DNA contribution
from the egg donor is very small.

People carry DNA in two
places, the nucleus of the cell
and in structures called mito-
chondria, which lie outside the
nucleus. The technique is
designed to transfer only DNA of
the nucleus to the donor egg. A
medical journal report on the
case said the procedure was
done at the New York clinic and
the embryo was taken to Mexico,
where it was implanted. The pro-
cedure isn't illegal in Mexico. Last
year, a report from a panel of US
government advisers said it is
ethical to begin testing this
approach in pregnancy as long
as the first studies follow strict
safety steps. 

The studies must include
women at high risk of passing on
a severe disease and, at first,
implant only male embryos, so
the alterations wouldn't pass to
future generations. The FDA had
requested the report, though
the law against such experi-
ments remains in force. British
regulators last year approved
"cautious use" of the technique,
and this year issued its first
license to use it. The child born
last year through Zhang's clinic
is not the first to inherit DNA
from three people. In the 1990s,
some children were born after
researchers used a different
technique. But federal regulators
intervened, and the field's inter-
est now has passed to the new
approach. — AP

WASHINGTON: Long before dinosaurs
roamed the Earth, a bizarre creature with
a Venus flytrap-like head swam the seas.
Scientists have uncovered fossils of a tiny
faceless prehistoric sea worm with 50
spines jutting out of its head. When some
unsuspecting critter came too close, its
jaw-like spines snapped together and
dinner was served. The discovery report-
ed in Thursday's journal Current Biology
offers a glimpse into the Cambrian explo-
sion of life on Earth about 541 million
years ago.

The new creature dubbed Capinatator
praetermissus is so different that scien-
tists said the fossils represent not only a
new species, but a new genus - a larger
grouping of life - as well. It was only 4
inches long and its spines were about
one-third of an inch long. It feasted on
smaller plankton and shrimp-like crea-
tures. It is an ancestor of a group of
marine arrow worms called chaetognatha
that are abundant in the world's oceans. 

The prehistoric version was larger and
with far more spines in its facial armory
but without the specialized teeth of its
descendants, said Derek Briggs of Yale

University who led a team that discov-
ered the trove of fossils in two national
parks in British Columbia, Canada. "The
spines are like miniature hooks, although
more gently curved. They were stiff rather
than flexible," Briggs said in an email. "It's
hard to say why there are so many spines
in the fossil example - but presumably
thus armed it was a successful predator."

Capinatator - whose name translates
to grasping swimmer - lived 500 million
years ago at a time when creatures started

getting bigger and more diverse. It's diffi-
cult to find complete fossils belonging to
the chaetognatha family because they
decayed easily, said Briggs. This latest find,
however, was so good that even soft tis-
sue was saved, giving scientists a good
idea about what Capinatator looked like.
The discovery expands scientists' knowl-
edge of a "pretty enigmatic" group of ani-
mals from the Cambrian era, said
Smithsonian paleobiologist Doug Erwin,
who had no role in the research.—AP

Scientists ID tiny prehistoric 
sea worm with 50 head spines

WASHINGTON: In this illustration by Marianne Collins/Royal Ontario Museum
shows a Capinatator praetermissus. —  AP

Doctor told to stop
marketing three-person

baby technique
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Manpower restructuring program
concluded its summer field train-
ing program and honored gradu-

ates of the 14th batch of its courses. There
were 3059 trainees participants in the
courses. Secretary General Fawzi Al-
Majdaly lauded the achievements that
were made through the programs project
to train university and college students
both government and private during sum-

mer. Dr Fatima Al-Hashim, Director General
of the Kuwait Innovation Initiative, said the
training program, which was launched at
IBTIKAR which belongs to Al-Saad
Foundation for Knowledge and Scientific
Researches coincided with the selection of
Kuwait as the Arab Youth Capital for 2017.

She pointed out that the aim of the pro-
gram is to strengthen the responsibility of
participation and raise the efficiency of local

cadres and meet the national needs that
contribute to the deepening and develop-
ment of scientific exchange in the fields of
education. Al-Hashim pointed out that the
Ibtikar is to train students at administrative,
media and educational work, stressing that
all the means of career motivation to achieve
the desired goal during the next four weeks
is the duration of the program.

Gulf Bank successfully concluded its
platinum sponsorship of the 29th
Memorial Journey for Pearl Diving,

which ran from 27 July to 3 August 2017.
The journey organized each year by the
Committee of the Marine Heritage of the
Kuwait Sea Sport Club, took place under the
Patronage of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

The return day ceremony ‘Al-Quffal’ a tra-

ditional Kuwaiti term used to welcome
home sailors from long voyages - was held
on 3rd August.  The ceremony was attended
by Dr Mohammad Abdulatif Al-Fares,
Minister of Education and Minister of Higher
Education, representing HH the Amir, along
with local dignitaries, ministry representa-
tives, Gulf Bank senior management repre-
sentatives and friends, families and relatives
of the young sailors.  

The delegation welcomed back and hon-
ored the young Kuwaiti divers and dhow
captains, who were upholding Kuwaiti tradi-
tion by helping to perpetuate the memory
of the long and dangerous journeys Kuwait
sailors took to find pearls each year. The
sound of traditional Kuwaiti tunes played by
a local folkloric group enchanted the crowds
as the divers showcased the pearls and
shells they had collected during their trip. 

The Pearl Diving Memorial Journey is
one of the initiatives that Gulf bank spon-
sors on an annual basis, and forms a key
part of its long-term commitment to pre-
serving the heritage and continuing the
traditions of Kuwait’s unique past. The
Journey aims to remind young Kuwaiti gen-
erations of the difficulties and challenges
faced by their forefathers in earning a liv-
ing, along with a message urging these

generations to uphold the traditions and
values their ancestors developed during
that time. 

Gulf Bank continues to maintain and
strengthen its position as an integral part of
the Kuwaiti society. The Bank supports and
emphasizes the true Kuwaiti identity and
the importance of the Kuwaiti traditions
and customs, through sponsoring different
of social activities and events. 

Gulf Bank concludes sponsorship of 
29th memorial journey for pearl diving

Dr Mohammad Abdulatif Al-Fares, Minister of Education and Minister of Higher Education represent
HH the Amir during the event.

Manpower restructuring program
honors graduates of summer program

ACK students showcase 
their projects at Al-Yaal Mall

School of Business students at the
Australian College of Kuwait (ACK)
gave an outstanding presentation,

to Al-Yaal Mall management, presenting
their strategic marketing plans for small
and medium-sized enterprises (SME’s).
The initiative is in line with the Project
Based Learning program provided by
ACK, which links the students with the
workforce reality in a unique application
of the academic concepts of strategic
planning. Commenting on ACK
Students’ performance, Jamal Qishawi,
Al-Yaal Mall Manager, said: “I am very
pleased to see the diversified projects
and strong strategic planning presented
by ACK students especially that it is in
line with the economic and social
changes in the region.” 

Dr Sam Toglaw, Dean of School of
Business at ACK, attended the presen-
tations and extended his thanks to the
mall management for offering ACK stu-

dents the opportunity to showcase
their projects, which were attended
and assessed by the mall marketing
and operation managers.

On the other hand, Jamal Qishawi,
the mall manager, stated that his man-
agement has diligently sought to be dis-
tinct in launching and diversifying the
services and shops at the Al-Yaal mall
and commercial tower to maintain sus-
tenance in a competitive market. 

The mall is aiming for the opening of
a global standard bowling lounge,
which is the largest in South Kuwait. In
addition, a state of the art women
sports club will be opened at the pent
house of the tower featuring a unique
panoramic view of the beach and
Fahaheel. ACK students ended their visit
with a tour within the mall to see its
facilities and the 20-storey commercial
tower which made the Yaal mall a dis-
tinctive landmark in Fahaheel.



T V  PR O G R A M S
SUNDAY, AUGUST 6, 2017

00:45 Life At Vet University
01:40 Life At Vet University
02:35 Life At Vet University
03:25 The Vet Life
04:15 The Vet Life
05:02 Life At Vet University
05:49 Untamed China With Nigel
Marven
06:36 Call Of The Wildman
07:00 Call Of The Wildman
07:25 Animal ER
08:15 The Lion Queen
09:10 Wildest Europe
10:05 Dog Rescuers
11:00 Wildest Africa
11:55 Animal Cops Philadelphia
12:50 Wildest Islands
13:45 Wildest Islands
14:40 Wildest Islands
15:35 Wildest Islands
16:30 Wildest Islands
17:25 Treehouse Masters
18:20 Treehouse Masters
19:15 Treehouse Masters
20:10 Pit Bulls & Parolees
21:05 Animal ER
22:00 Treehouse Masters
22:55 Tanked
23:50 Tanked

00:00 My Ghost Story: Caught On
Camera
01:00 I Was Possessed
02:00 Private Crimes
03:00 Escaping Polygamy
04:00 My Ghost Story: Caught On
Camera
05:00 I Was Possessed
06:00 The First 48
08:00 Britainʼs Biggest Heists
09:00 Leah Remini: Scientology
And The Aftermath
10:00 Leah Remini: Scientology
And The Aftermath
11:00 Crimes That Shook Australia
14:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
16:00 Homicide Hunter
18:00 Crime Stories
19:00 Fred Dinenage: Murder
Casebook
20:00 The First 48
21:00 Homicide Hunter
22:00 Measuring Evil: Britainʼs
Worst Killers

00:30 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
01:20 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
02:10 Dirty Jobs
03:00 Dirty Jobs
03:50 Alaska Gold Diggers
04:40 Alaska Gold Diggers
05:30 Alaska Gold Diggers
06:20 How Itʼs Made
06:40 How Itʼs Made
07:00 Doki
07:25 Doki
07:50 Dick ʻnʼ Dom Go Wild
08:15 Dick ʻnʼ Dom Go Wild
08:40 How Itʼs Made
12:50 Alaska Gold Diggers
17:00 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
18:40 Dynamo: Magician
Impossible
19:30 Serious Amazon
19:55 Serious Amazon
20:20 How The Earth Works
21:10 Engineering Hurricanes
22:00 Dirty Jobs
22:50 Dirty Jobs
23:40 Dirty Jobs

00:30 Scene Of The Crime With
Tony Harris
01:20 Is O.J. Innocent? The
Missing Evidence
02:10 Is O.J. Innocent? The
Missing Evidence
03:00 Murder Comes To Town
03:48 Obsession: Dark Desires
04:36 Obsession: Dark Desires
05:24 Obsession: Dark Desires
06:12 Obsession: Dark Desires
07:00 Blood Relatives
07:50 Blood Relatives
08:40 Blood Relatives
09:30 Blood Relatives
10:20 The Locator
10:45 The Locator
11:10 Floridaʼs Craziest Crimes
12:00 Murder Comes To Town
12:50 Murder Comes To Town
13:40 Murder Comes To Town
14:30 Murder Comes To Town
15:20 The Locator
15:45 The Locator
16:10 Suspicion
17:00 Obsession: Dark Desires
17:50 Obsession: Dark Desires
18:40 Obsession: Dark Desires
19:30 Obsession: Dark Desires
20:20 Deadline: Crime With Tamron
Hall
21:10 Blood Relatives
22:00 Shadow Of Doubt
22:50 The First Kill
23:40 Grave Secrets

00:20 Ocean Warriors
01:05 Street Outlaws: New Orleans
05:35 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Gold Divers
06:45 Wheeler Dealers
07:30 Fast Nʼ Loud
08:15 Impossible Engineering
09:00 Storage Hunters
09:25 How Do They Do It?
09:47 How Do They Do It?
10:10 Edge Of Alaska
10:55 Ice Lake Rebels
11:40 How Do They Do It?
12:02 How Do They Do It?
12:25 How Do They Do It?
12:47 Storage Hunters
13:10 Gold Rush
13:55 Impossible Engineering
14:40 Gold Divers
15:25 Fast Nʼ Loud
16:10 Wheeler Dealers
17:00 How Do They Do It?
17:25 How Do They Do It?
17:50 Storage Hunters
18:20 Storage Hunters
18:50 Running Wild With Bear
Grylls
19:40 How Do They Do It?
20:10 How Do They Do It?
20:35 How Do They Do It?
21:00 Mega Trains
21:50 Gold Rush
22:40 Ocean Warriors
23:30 Fast Nʼ Loud

06:00 Supa Strikas
06:25 Supa Strikas
06:50 Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man
vs The Sinister 6
07:15 Right Now Kapow
07:40 Walk The Prank
08:05 Marvelʼs Rocket And Groot
08:10 K.C. Undercover
08:35 Milo Murphyʼs Law
09:00 Disney11
09:25 Disney11
09:50 Disney11
10:15 Marvelʼs Rocket And Groot
10:20 Disney11
10:45 Disney11
11:10 Lab Rats
11:35 Mech-X4
12:00 Walk The Prank
12:30 Star vs The Forces Of Evil
12:55 Gravity Falls
13:20 K.C. Undercover
13:45 Right Now Kapow
14:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
14:15 Milo Murphyʼs Law
14:40 K.C. Undercover
15:05 Lab Rats
15:30 Walk The Prank
15:55 Right Now Kapow
16:25 K.C. Undercover
16:50 Kirby Buckets

00:05 Coronation Street
00:30 Coronation Street
01:00 Victoria
02:00 Coronation Street
02:30 Coronation Street
03:00 Coronation Street
03:30 Coronation Street
03:55 The Queenʼs Worst Year
04:50 Tonight At The London
Palladium
05:50 The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
06:50 Autopsy: The Last Hours
Of...
07:45 Autopsy: The Last Hours
Of...
08:40 This Is England ʻ90
09:30 Broadchurch
10:25 Victoria
11:25 Tonight At The London
Palladium
12:20 The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
13:15 Seven Days With...
14:10 Doc Martin
15:05 The Queenʼs Worst Year
16:00 Cameraman To The Queen
16:55 This Is England ʻ90
17:50 Tonight At The London
Palladium
18:45 Together
19:15 Together
19:45 Broadchurch
20:40 The Queenʼs Worst Year
21:35 This Is England ʻ90
22:30 Victoria
23:20 Lewis

00:20 Mountain Men - Closest Calls
01:10 Mountain Men
02:00 Lost In Transmission
02:50 Storage Wars
03:15 Pawn Stars
03:40 Pawn Stars South Africa
04:05 Storage Wars Texas
04:30 Storage Wars Texas
05:00 Grave Trade
06:00 Leepu And Pitbull
06:50 Duck Dynasty
07:15 Duck Dynasty
07:40 Counting Cars
08:05 Counting Cars
08:30 Pawn Stars
08:55 Pawn Stars
09:20 Storage Wars
09:45 Storage Wars
10:10 American Pickers
11:00 The Curse Of Oak Island
11:50 Duck Dynasty
12:15 Duck Dynasty
12:40 Counting Cars
13:05 Counting Cars
13:30 Ice Road Truckers
14:20 Mountain Men
15:10 Leepu And Pitbull
16:00 Storage Wars
16:25 Storage Wars
16:50 Pawn Stars
17:15 Pawn Stars
17:40 Billion Dollar Wreck
18:30 Alone: Lost And Found
19:20 Mountain Men
20:10 American Pickers
21:00 Pawn Stars
21:25 Pawn Stars
21:50 Mystery Pickers
22:40 Counting Cars
23:05 Counting Cars
23:30 American Pickers

00:01 Max & Ruby
00:24 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
00:34 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
00:45 The Day Henry Met
00:49 The Day Henry Met
00:55 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
01:17 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
01:39 Zack & Quack
01:50 Team Umizoomi
02:13 Team Umizoomi
02:35 Olive The Ostrich
02:40 Olive The Ostrich
02:44 Paw Patrol
03:08 Paw Patrol
03:31 Paw Patrol
03:55 Shimmer And Shine
04:17 Shimmer And Shine
04:40 Rusty Rivets
05:04 Rusty Rivets
05:28 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
05:50 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
06:13 Paw Patrol
06:37 Dora The Explorer
07:00 Zack & Quack
07:22 Bubble Guppies
07:45 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
08:07 Dora And Friends
08:51 Nella The Princess Knight
09:14 The Day Henry Met
09:19 Paw Patrol
09:42 Rusty Rivets
09:55 Bubble Guppies
10:18 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
10:40 Zack & Quack
10:51 Team Umizoomi
11:14 Shimmer And Shine
11:37 Shimmer And Shine
12:00 Max & Ruby
12:23 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
12:34 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
12:44 The Day Henry Met
12:49 The Day Henry Met
12:55 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
13:17 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
13:39 Zack & Quack
13:49 Team Umizoomi
14:12 Team Umizoomi
14:35 Olive The Ostrich
14:40 Olive The Ostrich
14:44 Paw Patrol
15:07 Paw Patrol
15:30 Paw Patrol
15:54 Shimmer And Shine
16:17 Shimmer And Shine
16:39 Rusty Rivets
17:03 Rusty Rivets
17:27 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
17:50 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
18:12 Paw Patrol
18:37 Dora The Explorer
19:00 Zack & Quack
19:21 Bubble Guppies
19:45 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
20:07 Paw Patrol
20:30 Shimmer And Shine
20:53 Nella The Princess Knight
21:15 The Day Henry Met
21:21 Paw Patrol
21:43 Rusty Rivets
21:56 Bubble Guppies
22:19 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
22:41 Zack & Quack
22:53 Team Umizoomi
23:15 Shimmer And Shine
23:38 Shimmer And Shine

00:15 Places We Go
00:45 Sinful Sweets
01:10 Maximum Foodie
01:40 Bad Trip
02:35 Poh & Co
03:00 Poh & Co
03:30 Cesar Millan: Doggie
Nightmares
04:25 Maximum Foodie
04:50 David Roccoʼs Dolce India
05:20 Cool Spaces
06:15 The Food Files
06:40 The Food Files
07:10 Testing The Menu With Nic
Watt
07:35 Testing The Menu With Nic
Watt
08:05 Eat Street
08:30 Eat Street
09:00 Fish Of The Day
09:25 Fish Of The Day
09:55 Bad Trip
10:50 Places We Go
11:15 Places We Go
11:45 Chasing Time
12:10 One Man & His Campervan
12:40 Poh & Co
13:05 Raw Travel
13:35 Bad Trip
14:30 Confucius Was A Foodie
15:25 Living Free With Kimi Werner
16:20 Maximum Foodie
16:45 David Roccoʼs Dolce India
17:15 Charlie Luxtonʼs Homes By
The Med
18:10 The Food Files
18:35 The Food Files
19:05 Living Free With Kimi Werner
20:00 Maximum Foodie
20:30 David Roccoʼs Dolce India
21:00 Charlie Luxtonʼs Homes By
The Med
22:00 The Food Files
22:25 The Food Files
22:55 Bad Trip
23:50 Confucius Was A Foodie

00:00 Man Fire Food
00:30 Man Fire Food
01:00 Restaurant: Impossible
02:00 Mystery Diners
02:30 Mystery Diners
03:00 Man Fire Food
03:30 Man Fire Food
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
04:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
05:00 Guyʼs Grocery Games
06:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
06:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
07:00 Chopped
08:00 Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics
08:30 Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics
09:00 The Pioneer Woman
09:30 The Pioneer Woman
10:00 Sibaʼs Table
10:30 Sibaʼs Table
11:00 Bake With Anna Olson
11:30 Bake With Anna Olson
12:00 Man Fire Food
12:30 Man Fire Food
13:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
13:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
14:00 Chopped
15:00 Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics
15:30 Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics
16:00 The Pioneer Woman
16:30 The Pioneer Woman
17:00 Sibaʼs Table
17:30 Sibaʼs Table
18:00 Bake With Anna Olson
18:30 Bake With Anna Olson
19:00 Man Fire Food
19:30 Man Fire Food
20:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
20:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
21:00 Rev Runʼs Sunday Suppers
21:30 Rev Runʼs Sunday Suppers
22:00 Private Chef
22:30 Private Chef
23:00 Chopped

02:35 Bad Company
04:31 Hard Target 2
06:15 Age Of Ice
07:40 Life On The Line
09:20 Spooks: The Greater Good
11:05 Bad Company
13:05 Rampage: President Down
14:45 Life On The Line
16:25 Rivers Nine
18:00 Diggstown
19:40 The Man From U.N.C.L.E.
21:40 Mad Max: Fury Road
23:40 We Still Kill The Old Way

00:00 Hank Zipzer
00:25 Alex & Co.
00:45 The Hive
00:50 Evermoor Chronicles
01:15 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
02:05 Binny And The Ghost
02:30 Binny And The Ghost
02:55 Hank Zipzer
03:15 The Hive
03:20 Hank Zipzer
03:45 Alex & Co.
04:10 Alex & Co.
04:35 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
05:00 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
05:25 Binny And The Ghost
05:45 The Hive
05:50 The 7D
06:00 Jessie
06:25 Jessie
06:50 Austin & Ally
07:15 Tsum Tsum Shorts
07:20 The Zhuzhus
07:45 Gravity Falls
08:10 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
08:35 Elena Of Avalor
09:00 Stuck In The Middle
09:25 Best Friends Whenever
09:50 Bunkʼd
10:15 Bizaardvark
10:40 How To Build A Better Boy
12:20 Dog With A Blog

12:45 Dog With A Blog
13:10 Dog With A Blog
13:35 Dog With A Blog
14:00 Dog With A Blog
14:25 Jessie
14:50 Jessie
15:15 Austin & Ally
15:40 Austin & Ally
16:05 Descendants Wicked World
16:10 Girl Meets World
16:35 Girl Meets World
17:00 Good Luck Charlie
17:25 Read It And Weep
19:00 Star Darlings
19:05 Best Friends Whenever
19:30 Liv And Maddie
19:55 Elena Of Avalor
20:20 Jessie
20:45 Bizaardvark
21:10 Austin & Ally
21:35 Stuck In The Middle
22:00 Bunkʼd
22:25 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
22:50 Lolirock
23:10 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
23:35 Binny And The Ghost

00:00 Henry Hugglemonster
00:15 Calimero
00:30 Art Attack
00:55 Zou
01:05 Loopdidoo
01:20 Henry Hugglemonster
01:35 Calimero
01:50 Zou
02:05 Art Attack
02:30 The Hive
02:40 Loopdidoo
02:55 Henry Hugglemonster
03:10 Art Attack
03:35 Loopdidoo
03:50 Calimero
04:05 Art Attack
04:30 Henry Hugglemonster
04:45 Zou
05:00 Art Attack
05:30 Henry Hugglemonster
05:45 Loopdidoo
06:00 Zou
06:15 Calimero
06:30 Loopdidoo
06:45 Henry Hugglemonster
07:00 My Friends Tigger & Pooh
07:25 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
07:50 Goldie & Bear
08:15 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
08:40 Doc McStuffins
09:05 PJ Masks
09:35 Sofia The First
10:00 The Lion Guard
10:30 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
11:00 PJ Masks
11:25 Goldie & Bear
11:55 My Friends Tigger & Pooh
12:25 The Lion Guard
12:50 Sofia The First
13:20 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
13:45 Doc McStuffins
14:10 My Friends Tigger & Pooh
14:40 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
15:05 PJ Masks
15:30 The Lion Guard
16:00 Miles From Tomorrow
16:25 Sofia The First
16:50 PJ Masks
17:05 Goldie & Bear
17:35 Doc McStuffins
18:05 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
18:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
19:05 Sofia The First
19:35 The Lion Guard
20:05 Goldie & Bear
20:35 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
21:00 Doc McStuffins
21:25 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
21:50 Minnieʼs Bow-Toons
22:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
22:30 Sofia The First
22:55 PJ Masks
23:20 Henry Hugglemonster
23:35 The Hive
23:45 Loopdidoo

00:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
01:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
02:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
02:50 The Greeks
03:40 What Really Happened
04:30 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
05:20 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
06:10 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
07:00 Engineering Disasters
08:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
09:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
10:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
11:00 Engineering Disasters
12:00 Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate
Evidence
13:00 Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate
Evidence
14:00 Engineering Disasters
15:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
16:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
17:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
18:00 Decoding The Past
19:00 The Lost Evidence

20:00 Serial Killer Earth
21:00 Hangar 1: The UFO Files
22:00 Ancient Top 10
23:00 Cities Of The Underworld

00:10 Outsiders: Living Off The
Edge
01:00 King Fishers
02:00 Wicked Tuna
03:00 Supercar Megabuild
04:00 Nazi Megastructures
05:00 Marco Polo: The China
Mystery Revealed
05:30 Marco Polo: The China
Mystery Revealed
06:00 Outsiders: Living Off The
Edge
07:00 Prison Women Texas Hold
Emʼ
08:00 Lockdown: Scam City
09:00 Locked Up Abroad
10:00 Worldʼs Most Extreme
11:00 Primal Survivor
12:00 Surgery Ship
13:00 Dog Whisperer
14:00 Dog Whisperer
15:00 King Fishers
16:00 Wicked Tuna
17:00 Continent 7: Antarctica
18:00 The Lost Diary Of Dr.
Livingstone
19:00 King Fishers
20:00 Wicked Tuna
20:50 Continent 7: Antarctica
21:40 The Lost Diary Of Dr.
Livingstone
22:30 King Fishers
23:20 Nazi Megastructures

00:20 New Wave Warriors
01:10 Wild Colombia
02:00 Ultimate Predators GPU
02:50 Kingdom Of The Apes: Battle
Lines
03:45 Maneater Manhunt
04:40 Jobs That Bite!
05:35 Wild Botswana: Lion
Brotherhood
06:30 Monster Fish
07:25 Hooked
08:20 Animals Gone Wild
09:15 Wild 24
10:10 The Invaders
11:05 Dr. Kʼs Exotic Animal 2.5
12:00 Worldʼs Weirdest Creepy
Cures
12:55 Spine Chillers: Scorpions
13:50 Bug Attack
14:45 Natural Born Monsters
15:40 Jobs That Bite!
16:35 Unlikely Animal Friends
17:30 Hooked
18:25 Wild Congo (2017)
19:20 Natural Born Monsters
20:10 Jobs That Bite!
21:00 Unlikely Animal Friends
21:50 Hooked
22:40 Wild Congo (2017)
23:30 Worldʼs Weirdest Creepy
Cures

00:12 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
00:36 Rabbids Invasion
01:00 Rabbids Invasion
01:24 Sanjay And Craig
01:48 Sanjay And Craig
02:12 Winx Club
02:36 Winx Club
03:00 Harvey Beaks
03:24 Harvey Beaks
03:48 The Loud House
04:12 The Loud House
04:36 Breadwinners
05:00 Breadwinners
05:24 Get Blake
05:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
06:12 SpongeBob SquarePants
06:36 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
07:00 The Loud House
07:24 Rabbids Invasion
07:48 Get Blake
08:12 Harvey Beaks
08:36 Sanjay And Craig
09:00 Rank The Prank
09:24 Henry Danger
09:48 100 Things To Do Before
High School
10:12 Game Shakers
10:36 Regal Academy
11:00 Winx Club
11:24 SpongeBob SquarePants
11:48 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
12:12 The Loud House
12:36 Breadwinners
13:00 School Of Rock
13:24 Henry Danger
13:48 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
14:12 Henry Danger
14:36 The Thundermans
15:00 100 Things To Do Before
High School
15:24 Rabbids Invasion
15:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
16:12 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
16:36 The Loud House
17:00 Regal Academy
17:24 Winx Club
17:48 Hunter Street
18:12 Henry Danger
18:36 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
19:00 School Of Rock
19:24 Game Shakers
19:48 The Thundermans
20:12 SpongeBob SquarePants
20:36 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
21:00 The Loud House
21:24 Sanjay And Craig
21:48 Rabbids Invasion
22:12 Breadwinners
22:36 Harvey Beaks
23:00 SpongeBob SquarePants
23:24 SpongeBob SquarePants
23:48 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles

00:15 The Middle
00:40 The Middle
01:05 Breaking In
01:30 Saturday Night Live
Syndicated
02:20 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
03:10 Late Night With Seth Meyers
04:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
04:50 George Lopez
05:15 Wrecked
05:40 Angie Tribeca
06:05 Imaginary Mary
06:30 Mom
06:55 Breaking In
07:20 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:10 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
09:50 George Lopez

10:15 Wrecked
10:40 Mom
11:05 Breaking In
11:30 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:20 Seinfeld
12:45 Seinfeld
13:10 The Middle
13:35 The Middle
14:00 George Lopez
14:25 Wrecked
14:50 Mom
15:15 Angie Tribeca
15:40 Imaginary Mary
16:05 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
17:00 Seinfeld
17:30 Seinfeld
18:00 The Middle
18:30 The Middle
19:00 Trial & Error
19:30 Making History
20:00 The Simpsons
20:30 The Carmichael Show
21:00 Seinfeld
21:30 Seinfeld
22:00 Saturday Night Live
Syndicated
23:00 Breaking In
23:25 The Simpsons
23:50 The Carmichael Show

00:40 Chicago Med
01:30 Stan Leeʼs Lucky Man
02:20 Blindspot
03:20 The Flash
04:10 Once Upon A Time
05:00 Bones
06:00 Good Morning America -
Weekend
07:00 The View
07:45 The Chew
08:30 Chicago Med
09:20 The Flash
10:10 Once Upon A Time
11:00 Blindspot
11:45 Chicago Fire
12:30 The View
13:15 The Chew
14:00 Bones
15:00 Live Good Morning America -
Weekend
16:00 Once Upon A Time
17:00 The Flash
18:00 Blindspot
19:00 Rosewood
20:00 Chicago Fire
21:00 Chicago Med
22:00 Still Star-Crossed
23:00 Blindspot
23:50 Grimm

00:00 A Million Ways To Die In The
West
01:55 Absolutely Anything
03:20 You Again
05:05 The Guilt Trip
06:40 Down With Love
08:25 You Again
10:10 The Guilt Trip
11:45 Down With Love
13:30 Bill
15:05 Once I Was A Beehive
17:05 Liberal Arts
18:45 Christmas Eve
20:20 Boomerang
22:15 Hearts Of Spring
23:45 Bananas

00:10 Inherent Vice
02:40 Spotlight
04:50 Chariots Of Fire
06:55 The Portrait Of A Lady
09:20 Wildlike
11:05 Goal!
13:00 Spotlight
15:10 La Bamba
17:00 East Side Sushi
18:55 Hoosiers
20:55 Manglehorn
22:35 Taxi Driver

01:10 Winnie The Pooh
02:20 Ethel & Ernest
04:00 Ploddy Police Car On The
Case
05:30 Tom And Jerry: Back To Oz
07:00 A Town Called Panic
08:20 Quest For A Heart
09:50 Robosapien: Rebooted
11:20 Vickie And The Treasure Of
Gods
13:00 Winnie The Pooh
14:10 Ethel & Ernest
15:50 The Adventures Of Don
Quixote
17:30 Robosapien: Rebooted
19:00 A.R.C.H.I.E.
20:35 Bonta
22:00 The Adventures Of Don
Quixote
23:40 Quest For A Heart

00:30 Prototype This
01:20 Prototype This
02:10 Prototype This
03:00 Prototype This
03:48 How Do They Do It?
04:12 How Do They Do It?
04:36 How Do They Do It?
05:00 How Do They Do It?
05:24 Food Factory
05:48 Food Factory
06:12 Food Factory
06:36 Food Factory
07:00 How Do They Do It?
07:26 Prototype This
08:14 Prototype This
09:02 Prototype This
09:50 Prototype This
10:38 Prototype This
11:26 Mythbusters
12:14 Mythbusters
13:02 Mythbusters
13:50 Mythbusters
14:38 Mythbusters
15:26 Food Factory
15:50 Food Factory
16:14 Food Factory
16:38 Food Factory
17:02 Food Factory
17:26 How Do They Do It?
17:50 How Do They Do It?
18:15 How Do They Do It?
19:30 Secret Space Escapes
20:20 Secret Space Escapes
21:10 Secret Space Escapes
22:00 Mega Builders
22:50 Sci-Trek
23:40 Sci-Trek

00:20 My 600lb Life: Where Are
They Now?
01:05 Weighing Up The Enemy
01:50 Katie Priceʼs Pony Club
02:35 Suddenly Rich
03:20 Sister Wives
04:05 Toddlers & Tiaras
04:50 Toddlers & Tiaras
05:35 Say Yes To The Dress
06:00 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
06:45 7 Little Johnstons
07:30 Sister Wives
08:15 Little People, Big World
09:00 Cake Boss
09:25 Toddlers & Tiaras
10:10 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
10:55 Outdaughtered: Busby
Quints
11:40 Belief
12:25 Say Yes To The Dress UK
12:47 Say Yes To The Dress UK
13:10 Kate Plus 8
13:55 Toddlers & Tiaras
14:40 Little People, Big World
15:25 Outdaughtered: Busby
Quints
16:10 Love, Lust Or Run
16:35 Cake Boss
17:00 Kate Plus 8
17:50 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
18:50 Your Style In His Hands
19:40 Say Yes To The Dress
20:10 Cake Boss
20:35 Cake Boss
21:00 The Undateables
21:50 Suddenly Rich
22:40 Katie Priceʼs Pony Club
23:30 90 Days To Wed

00:05 David Spade: My Fake
Problems
00:55 South Park
01:20 South Park
01:45 Another Period
02:10 Tosh.0
02:35 Tosh.0
03:00 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah
03:25 Disorderly Conduct: Video
On Patrol
04:15 Lip Sync Battle
04:40 Ridiculousness
05:05 Disaster Date
05:30 Catch A Contractor
06:20 Framework
07:15 Disorderly Conduct: Video
On Patrol
08:05 Disaster Date
08:30 Disaster Date
08:55 Ridiculousness
09:20 Key And Peele
09:45 Lip Sync Battle
10:10 Ridiculousness
10:35 Disaster Date
11:00 Urban Tarzan
11:25 Tattoo Disasters
11:50 Lip Sync Battle
12:15 Catch A Contractor
13:05 Disorderly Conduct: Video
On Patrol
13:55 Sweat Inc.
14:45 Lip Sync Battle
15:10 Lip Sync Battle
15:35 Disaster Date
16:00 Ridiculousness
16:30 Impractical Jokers
16:55 Lip Sync Battle
17:20 Ridiculousness
17:45 Ridiculousness Arabia
18:10 Key And Peele
18:35 Impractical Jokers
18:59 Disaster Date
19:22 Ridiculousness Arabia
19:48 Ridiculousness Arabia
20:11 Lip Sync Battle
20:33 Lip Sync Battle
21:00 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah
21:30 Another Period
22:00 Broad City
22:25 Kroll Show
22:50 John Oliverʼs New York
Stand Up Show

00:00 EastEnders
00:30 Cold Feet
02:10 War And Peace
02:55 EastEnders
03:30 The Moonstone
04:20 Orphan Black
05:10 Agatha Raisin
06:00 Holby City
06:55 EastEnders
07:25 Death In Paradise
08:20 Doctor Who
09:10 Father Brown
10:00 EastEnders
10:30 Death In Paradise
11:25 Doctor Who
12:15 Father Brown
13:05 The Coroner
14:00 EastEnders
14:25 Death In Paradise
15:25 Doctor Who
16:15 Father Brown
17:10 The Coroner
18:00 Rev.
18:30 EastEnders
19:05 Death In Paradise
20:00 Rillington Place
21:00 Ashes To Ashes

01:00 One Weekly
01:30 UFC Unleashed
02:30 UFC Weigh In
03:00 Live UFC Fight Night Prelims
05:00 Live UFC - Pettis v Moreno
08:00 UFC Soundwaves
08:30 TCR International Series
Highlights
09:00 TCR International Series
Highlights
09:35 Live MotoGP
11:00 UFC Fight Replay
11:10 TCR Asia Series
11:45 Live MotoGP
16:05 Live British Superbikes
20:00 MotoGP Rookies Cup
21:00 UFC - Pettis v Moreno
23:30 Legends Football League

01:00 Golfing World
02:00 Live PGA Tour
05:00 PGA European Tour
Highlights
05:30 This Is PGA Tour
Latinoamerica
06:00 Golfing World
07:00 Inside The PGA Tour
07:30 Chronicles Of A Champion
Golfer
08:00 Live AFL Premiership
11:00 The PGA Tour Champions
14:00 Live World Golf
Championships
18:30 Inside The PGA Tour
19:00 Live World Golf
Championships

01:00 World Rugby
01:30 Super Rugby
04:00 Trans World Sport
05:00 Currie Cup
07:00 Currie Cup
09:00 Super Rugby Highlights
09:30 Live AFL Premiership
12:30 HSBC World Rugby Sevens
Highlights
13:00 World Rugby
13:30 Gillette World Sport
14:00 Inside The PGA Tour
14:30 Live Ricoh Womenʼs British
Open
21:30 Super Rugby Highlights
22:00 Gillette World Sport
22:30 Incycle
23:00 Live UCI Cycling Tour

00:00 Famously Single
00:55 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
01:50 E! News
02:50 Celebrity Style Story
03:20 Celebrity Style Story
03:50 Rob & Chyna
04:40 Rob & Chyna
05:30 Celebrity Style Story
06:00 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
07:00 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
08:00 E! News
08:55 Botched
09:50 Botched
10:45 Botched
11:40 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
12:30 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
13:25 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
14:20 Botched
15:15 Botched
16:10 WAGs Miami
17:05 WAGs Miami
18:00 WAGs Miami
19:00 E! News
20:00 Botched
21:00 Botched
22:00 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
23:00 Botched

00:30 Red Bull Cliff Diving
01:30 WWE Wal3ooha
02:00 WWE NXT
03:00 Night Of The Jumps
04:00 WWE Wal3ooha
04:30 Formula-E Street Racers
05:00 Monster Jam
06:00 Red Bull Cliff Diving
07:00 Formula-E Street Racers
07:30 WWE Wal3ooha
08:00 Night Of The Jumps
09:00 UCI BMX World
Championship Highlights
10:00 WWE Wal3ooha
10:30 Formula-E Street Racers
11:00 Live FIVB Beach Volleyball
World Championships
13:30 WWE Experience
14:30 Live FIVB Beach Volleyball
World Championships
17:30 Arena Esports
18:00 WWE Wal3ooha
18:30 Live FIBA 3 X 3 Basketball
World Tour

17:15 Mech-X4
17:40 Gravity Falls
18:10 Milo Murphyʼs Law
18:35 Disney11
19:00 Disney11
19:25 K.C. Undercover
19:50 Marvelʼs Rocket And Groot
19:55 Milo Murphyʼs Law
20:20 Mech-X4
20:45 Mighty Med
21:10 Walk The Prank
21:35 Marvelʼs Rocket And Groot
21:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
21:45 Lab Rats
22:10 Lab Rats
22:35 Phineas And Ferb
23:00 Programmes Start At 6:00am 

01:25 Pirates Code: The
Adventures Of Mickey Matson
03:00 The Odd Life Of Timothy
Green
04:45 Snow Dogs
06:25 Molly Moon And The
Incredible Book Of Hypnotism
08:05 Cars
10:05 Pirates Code: The
Adventures Of Mickey Matson
11:40 Molly Moon And The
Incredible Book Of Hypnotism
13:20 Meet The Robinsons
15:00 Hercules (1997)
16:35 Brave
18:15 Mary Poppins
20:40 Eight Below
22:50 Hercules (1997)

00:10 Black Swan
02:00 The Invention Of Lying
03:40 Everest
05:45 Air Force One
07:50 The SpongeBob Movie:
Sponge Out Of Water
09:25 Concussion
11:30 Sahara
13:35 A.I. Artificial Intelligence
16:00 The Finest Hours
18:00 Changeling
20:20 Pretty Woman
22:20 St. Elmoʼs Fire

00:00 Xtreme Waterparks
00:30 Xtreme Waterparks
01:00 Bikinis & Boardwalks
02:00 Top Secret Beaches
03:00 Top Secret Swimming Holes
04:00 Xtreme Waterparks
04:30 Xtreme Waterparks
05:00 Xtreme Waterparks
05:30 Xtreme Waterparks
06:00 Mysteries At The Museum
07:00 House Hunters International
08:30 Boat Buyers
09:00 Lifeʼs A Beach
09:30 Island Secrets
10:00 Hotel Impossible
11:00 Flippinʼ RVs
12:00 Guiding Alaska
15:00 The Treehouse Guys
16:00 Lake Life
16:30 Lake Life
17:00 The Vanilla Ice Project
17:30 The Vanilla Ice Project
18:00 Guiding Alaska
18:30 Guiding Alaska
19:00 Hotel Impossible
20:00 Texas Flip And Move
21:00 Mysteries At The Museum
22:00 Expedition Unknown
23:00 Booze Traveler

02:00 Natwest T20 Blast Highlights
03:00 Natwest T20 Blast Highlights
04:00 Natwest T20 Blast Highlights
05:00 Caribbean Premier League
Highlights
06:00 Caribbean Premier League
Highlights
07:00 ICC Cricket 360
07:30 Natwest T20 Blast Highlights
08:30 Caribbean Premier League
Highlights
09:30 Caribbean Premier League
Highlights
10:30 Caribbean Premier League
Highlights
11:30 ICC Cricket 360
12:00 Live England v South Africa
Test Series
21:25 ICC Cricket 360
21:55 Live Caribbean Premier
League

00:00 Stan Leeʼs Lucky Man
01:00 The Last Kingdom
01:50 Grimm
02:40 Chicago Med
03:30 Stan Leeʼs Lucky Man
04:20 Blindspot
05:20 The Flash
06:10 Once Upon A Time
07:00 Bones
08:00 Good Morning America -
Weekend
09:00 The View
09:45 The Chew
10:30 Chicago Med
11:20 The Flash
12:10 Once Upon A Time
13:00 Blindspot
13:45 Chicago Fire
14:30 The View
15:15 The Chew



SUNDAY, AUGUST 6, 2017

In the workplace today, you perform successfully, as you exhibit your abili-
ty to get past the surface of things and separate the thing that has real worth. Your pres-
ence in a group situation has a decided effect. Others may feel that nothing is a secret
from you. You do not have to leave home to escape from the rat race. Family, home and
security seem just about ideal to you. You may be very imaginative with your home and
domestic setup. A sense of community and unity permeates your family life. Your ideal
dream is a private one and heaven is as close as work and family. You are creative when
it comes to partnerships or lovers; you seem to establish unusual and different relation-
ships. You may find that a love relationship will deepen during this time.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

This day is one of those amazing days when everything works together.
Situations are almost tailor-made and it is easy to see which path is the one to take.
Opportunities prevail and you may find yourself deciding that it is time to write a book.
You certainly have enough material to write on any one of your favorite subjects. There
may be some question in your mind about needing a change in your position at work.
Check out the inner-office openings and you will be able to move into a place that gives
you some challenges. You may decide to do some special cooking this evening, and if
you have your windows open, you may find some uninvited guests are willing to taste
your experimental recipe. Everybody has fun!

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You are always interested in being of help to others. You enjoy teaching or
helping young people use their creative mind with their use of words.

Your sense of humor is not missing from your communications today. There are many
practical ideas available to you, especially related to your job or skills. Careful, a customer
may tell you a sad story to get a special deal. You appreciate, care and are concerned but
not much can fool you. This afternoon you may enjoy a community project. Perhaps you
and your family will help to contribute towards the beautification of your neighborhood.
If everyone participates, the value of property could increase. You are constantly on the
side of humanism at every turn.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You could be most persuasive with others and expressive in speech and
communication. You are a natural for self-expression and others enjoy lis-

tening to your particular ideas and thoughts. The initiative is yours and you will find posi-
tive end results develop from your enthusiasm to achieve. This is a day to dare to be a lit-
tle unconventional. You will prosper through new insights, inventions and an independ-
ent point of view. Your career could open up by taking the road less traveled or by daring
to be more involved in the development of business: new approaches. You are inspired
to motivate others with your creative and inventive ways. What-if types of questions
seem to be the keys that turn you into the wizard all enjoy having on their side.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Throwing caution to the wind, you could ignore whatever responsibilities
you have and pursue a particular objective today. You have animal-like instincts when it
comes to big business and this is a good time to use those instincts. You are where the
action is most intense. Your mind will get through the unimportant and straight to the
bottom line. Some may even respect your tenacity and it is exciting to be near you. You
may tend to take paths at right angles to your real ambitions if you let yourself become
distracted. If you have a co-worker friend that will join you in a project, you can keep
each other focused; talk about staying focused before you begin. This afternoon you
may enjoy some creative activity with some form of art, theater, sports, etc.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

This is a very lucky day for making plans or decisions and finding your way
through just about any problem you may uncover. You will be feeling successful and
able to cope with whatever comes across your path. Good advice from a guide may be
forthcoming. You are very fortunate in being able to grow and progress throughout your
life without major difficulties. You can always find the resources you require at hand plus
the necessary instruction in how to use them. Your love of job and practical skills makes
you a fine manager and businessperson. You bring passion to your work. Your mind is
full of practical ideas, especially related to your job or skills. You are always coming up
with new ideas; this is a productive day.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

A rebellious streak could affect your career now-careful. Your sense of
independence may tend to kick over the apple cart and upset everything. Your progress
and success may be at the expense of your more unconventional tendencies-a source of
struggle. You prefer a career that accents your own devotion to the dreams and ideals
you stand for these days. Working with groups in a spirit of cooperation is a natural.
Everything conspires to value and to bring out your unique and unusual qualities. You
may find that someone close to you understands and is supportive of your eccentricities.
You could come up with new solutions. There is an opportunity this evening to under-
stand a difficult person; you listen and love.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You would like to tell someone off at work today but you will benefit from
just moving your thoughts to another place . . . Perhaps the next adven-

ture you will take with the money you earn. You are at your most practical when it comes
to working with others and your efforts today do not go unnoticed. You usually know
just what to do. You may be moved to appreciate the beauty in your life and those
around you. A sense of humor is one of the necessary ingredients to make a tough situa-
tion easier to handle. Be careful that you do not overspend or indulge too much just
now. You may feel like involving yourself in some sort of celebration this evening-a cele-
bration of life. There are new insights regarding home life.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Someone may criticize you today and find you somewhat preoccupied
and lacking in the social graces. This is only a temporary glitch in your day.

You have an innate love of the law and working things through, and you are not put off
by any difficulties. On the contrary, you may look forward to hunting problems down so
that you can solve them. You have the ability to work with others, particularly regarding
vocation or career guidance. You can advise and guide others in all sorts of subjects, and
you may find yourself doing so today. This could be a particularly lucky day. Study the
options carefully before making any investment decisions. Tonight is a good night for

you to take your turn at cooking. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

There is an emphasis on communication, expression of ideas and the con-
nections between things, places and people. What goes on in your mind is the all-impor-
tant motivation in your life. You tend towards mental pursuits and admire intelligence.
You are very flexible and other-oriented today. Perhaps you can be all things to all people,
giving them what they require. You are probably a smooth talker with a quick wit and
ready tongue. You know and understand more than you let on and life changes seldom
take you by surprise. You have a great deal of control over your actions. Communicating
and getting your message across to others is at a high just now. You know just how to
maneuver yourself into the right places; now is the time to get ahead.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1678

ACROSS
1. Extremely pleasing.
4. A vehicle carrying many passengers.
12. An undergarment worn by women to
support their breasts.
15. An agency of the United Nations affili-
ated with the World Bank.
16. An abnormally high degree of irri-
tability or sensitivity or excitability.
17. A boy or man.
18. A sharp hand gesture (resembling a
blow).
19. A group of mostly extinct primitive
bony fishes characterized by armor-like
bony scales.
20. The compass point midway between
northeast and east.
21. A medicinal drug used to evoke vom-
iting (especially in cases of drug overdose
or poisoning).
23. Either extremity of something that
has length.
24. A major European river carrying more
traffic than any other river in the world.
26. Possible to sell.
28. A small vessel with a rim curved to fit
the orbit of the eye.
30. English monk and scholar (672-735).
32. 3 to 30 gigahertz.
35. A unit of weight for precious stones =
200 mg.
38. A period marked by distinctive char-
acter or reckoned from a fixed point or
event.
40. A cephalosporin that can be given
parenterally (trade name Zinacef) or oral-
ly by tablets (trade name Ceftin).
42. A Kwa language spoken in Ghana and
the Ivory Coast.
44. Reading carefully with intent to
remember.
46. Type genus of the Majidae.
47. Cut or impressed into a surface.
48. Flower arrangement consisting of a
circular band of foliage or flowers for
ornamental purposes.
49. A loose sleeveless outer garment
made from aba cloth.
51. Extremely intricate.
53. A region of Malaysia in northeastern
Borneo.
55. Forbidden to profane use especially
in South Pacific islands.
57. (obstetrics) The number of live-born
children a woman has delivered.
58. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked
on a skewer usually with vegetables.
62. A Ukrainian peninsula between the
Black Sea and the Sea of Azov.
65. A self-righteous or sanctimonious
person.
70. American professional baseball player
who hit more home runs than Babe Ruth
(born in 1934).
73. Block passage through.
74. The basic unit of money in Iran.
77. (Irish) The sea personified.
78. South American shrub or small tree
having long shining evergreen leaves and
panicles of green or yellow flowers.
79. Lead someone in the wrong direction.
80. One or some or every or all without
specification.

DOWN
1. A group of more than 800 islands (100
inhabited) in the southwestern Pacific.
2. (Babylonian) A demigod or first man.

3. A confusion of voices and other
sounds.
4. Large Old World bat of warm and trop-
ical regions that feeds on fruit.
5. An authoritative person who divines
the future.
6. Being one more than nine.
7. A member of the Siouan people inhab-
iting the valleys of the Platte and
Missouri rivers in Nebraska.
8. United States parapsychologist (1895-
1980).
9. Adult female chicken.
10. The act of using.
11. Smeared with something that soils or
stains.
12. A short high tone produced as a sig-
nal or warning.
13. (the feminine of raja) A Hindu
princess or the wife of a raja.
14. Chief port of Yemen.
22. A small tent used as a dressing room
beside the sea or a swimming pool.
25. Quick to take offense.
27. Order of mammals having few or no
teeth including.
29. The basic monetary unit of Portugal.
31. A colorless and odorless inert gas.
33. (mathematics) Directly proportional.
34. Any disease of the throat or fauces
marked by spasmodic attacks of intense
suffocative pain.
36. Jordan's port.
37. The seventh month of the Moslem
calendar.
39. The residue that remains when some-
thing is burned.
41. Deciduous trees with smooth usually
silver-gray bark of North America and
Europe and Asia.
43. The seat within a bishop's diocese
where his cathedral is located adv.
45. A city in southeastern South Korea.
50. The visual property of something that
shines with reflected light.
52. A British doctorate.
54. Remote city of Kazakhstan that
(ostensibly for security reasons) was
made the capital in 1998.
56. The blood group whose red cells car-
ry both the A and B antigens.
59. A soft silvery metallic element of the
alkali earth group.
60. The capital and largest city of
Bangladesh.
61. (architecture) Forming or resembling
an arch.
63. Radioactive iodine test that measures
the amount of radioactive iodine taken
up by the thyroid gland.
64. A republic in the Middle East in west-
ern Asia.
66. A whetstone made of fine gritstone.
67. Type genus of the Sulidae.
68. Any place of complete bliss and
delight and peace.
69. Suggestive of the supernatural.
71. Japanese ornamental tree with fra-
grant white or pink blossoms and small
yellow fruits.
72. The part of the nervous system of ver-
tebrates that controls involuntary actions
of the smooth muscles and heart and
glands.

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

26s t a r s

Daily SuDoku

Wordsearch Puzzle

You may find yourself having a difference of opinion with others today.
This, however, is the only way to introduce new ways of thinking among

your particular business comrades. Make it a point to remove the emotions, and if you
find others getting emotional, excuse yourself from the conversation. There will be other
opportunities to expand upon some new idea. Given time, your ideas will gain recogni-
tion. Real insight into your own inner workings could surface now and in a manageable
form. You may be in the mood for penetrating conversation this evening. Perhaps a
book or magazine on the latest electronic techniques would be mesmerizing. A friend
you have not heard from in some time may give you a call. Old times are fun to review.

A rebellious streak could affect your career now-careful. Your sense of inde-
pendence may tend to kick over the apple cart and upset everything. Your

progress and success may be at the expense of your more unconventional tendencies-a
source of struggle. You prefer a career that accents your own devotion to the dreams and
ideals you stand for these days. Working with groups in a spirit of cooperation is a natu-
ral. Everything conspires to value and to bring out your unique and unusual qualities.
You may find that someone close to you understands and is supportive of your eccentric-
ities. You could come up with new solutions. There is an opportunity this evening to
understand a difficult person; you listen and love.

Yesterday’s Solution
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SHARQIA-1
DUNKIRK                                                                                      1:00 PM
DUNKIRK                                                                                      3:15 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                             5:30 PM
FIRST KILL                                                                                    7:50 PM
DUNKIRK                                                                                      9:55 PM
FIRST KILL                                                                                    12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   12:15 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   2:45 PM
DUNKIRK                                                                                      5:15 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   7:30 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   10:00 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   12:30 AM

SHARQIA-3
THE DARK TOWER                                                                   12:00 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                            2:00 PM
JAB HARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi                                          2:00 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                            5:00 PM
JAB HARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi                                          7:45 PM
THE DARK TOWER                                                                   10:45 PM
THE DARK TOWER                                                                   12:45 AM

MUHALAB-1
THE DARK TOWER                                                                   11:30 AM
DUNKIRK                                                                                      1:30 PM
DUNKIRK                                                                                      3:45 PM
JAB HARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi                                          6:00 PM
THE DARK TOWER                                                                   9:00 PM
THE DARK TOWER                                                                   11:00 PM
THE DARK TOWER                                                                   1:00 AM

MUHALAB-2
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                            12:15 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                            3:00 PM
DUNKIRK                                                                                      5:45 PM
FIRST KILL                                                                                    8:00 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                             10:15 PM
FIRST KILL                                                                                    12:30 AM

MUHALAB-3
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                   11:35 AM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   1:30 PM
JAB HARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi                                          1:30 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   4:30 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   7:00 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   9:30 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   12:05 AM

FANAR-1
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                   1:35 PM
FIRST KILL                                                                                    1:00 PM
FIRST KILL                                                                                    5:45 PM
ATOMIC BLONDE                                                                     8:00 PM
FIRST KILL                                                                                    10:45 PM

FIRST KILL                                                                                    1:00 AM

FANAR-2
DUNKIRK                                                                                      11:45 AM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                            2:00 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                             4:45 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                            7:00 PM
DUNKIRK                                                                                      9:45 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                             12:05 AM

FANAR-3
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                   12:30 PM
MUBARAKAN -Hindi                                                              2:30 PM
MUBARAKAN -Hindi                                                              5:30 PM
JAB HARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi                                          11:30 AM
JAB HARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi                                          2:30 PM
JAB HARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi                                          5:30 PM
JAB HARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi                                          8:30 PM
JAB HARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi                                          11:30 PM

FANAR-4
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   12:00 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   2:40 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   5:00 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   7:30 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   10:00 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   12:30 AM

FANAR-5
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                   11:30 AM
DUNKIRK                                                                                      1:30 PM
DUNKIRK                                                                                      3:45 PM
DUNKIRK                                                                                      6:00 PM
THE DARK TOWER                                                                   8:15 PM
THE DARK TOWER                                                                   10:30 PM
THE DARK TOWER                                                                   12:45 AM

MARINA-1
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                            11:35 AM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                            2:25 PM
SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING                                          5:10 PM
WAR FOR THE PLANET OF THE APES                            7:45 PM
ATOMIC BLONDE                                                                     10:30 PM
BABY DRIVER                                                                             12:45 AM

MARINA-2
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   11:30 AM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   2:00 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   4:30 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   7:00 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   9:30 PM
ANTAR IBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic                   12:05 AM

MARINA-3
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                   11:40 AM
DUNKIRK                                                                                      1:30 PM
DESPICABLE ME 3                                                                   3:45 PM

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Sunday 6/8/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 00:15
MSC 411 Asyut 00:30
KAC 786 Jeddah 00:30
JZR 267 Beirut 00:35
KAC 504 Beirut 00:45
KAC 102 London 00:55
DLH 635 Doha 01:00
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:15
JZR 539 Cairo 01:20
UAE 853 Dubai 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
KKK 6506 Istanbul 01:55
KLM 446 Bahrain 02:05
QTR 1086 Doha 02:10
JZR 553 Alexandria 02:10
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
AEE 942 ATH 02:25
KAC 418 Manila 02:50
THY 752 Istanbul 03:05
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
FDB 069 Dubai 03:15
KAC 382 Delhi 03:15
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:25
QTR 1076 Doha 03:45
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:50
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00
QTR 1090 Doha 04:05
RBG 559 Alexandria 04:10
UAE 873 Dubai 04:15
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 04:15
KAC 358 Kochi 04:50
KAC 784 Jeddah 05:00
THY 1414 TZX 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
QTR 8320 Doha 05:20
THY 770 Istanbul 05:25
KAC 344 Chennai 05:30
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:40
KAC 362 Colombo 05:50
BAW 157 London 06:05
KAC 678 Dubai 06:25
KAC 1802 Cairo 06:35
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:40
MSC 412 Asyut 06:45
KAC 302 Mumbai 06:55
IRC 528 Ahwaz 07:00
KAC 156 Istanbul 07:05
JZR 1541 Cairo 07:10
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 354 Bangalore 07:50
KAC 384 Delhi 08:00
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
QTR 1070 Doha 09:25
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:25
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
SAW 703 Damascus 10:45
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
QTR 1074 Doha 11:00
SYR 341 Damascus 11:00
PAL 668 Manila 11:00
JZR 561 Sohag 11:10
KAC 742 Dammam 11:45
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
JZR 239 Amman 12:25
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
KAC 774 Riyadh 12:45

FEG 1933 Sohag 12:55
THY 766 Istanbul 13:00
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:10
KAC 514 Tehran 13:10
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 13:35
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:15
MSC 415 Sohag 14:15
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
KAC 618 Doha 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:45
KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 304 Mumbai 14:55
KAC 692 Muscat 14:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
KAC 502 Beirut 15:25
KAC 412 Bangkok 15:30
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
SAW 705 Damascus 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
FDB 051 Dubai 16:15
JZR 257 Beirut 16:20
JZR 535 Cairo 16:20
KAC 118 New York 16:25
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:35
NIA 361 Alexandria 16:50
KAC 542 Cairo 17:05
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:35
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
QTR 1080 Doha 18:10
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:30
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
KAC 154 Istanbul 19:30
KAC 674 Dubai 19:40
KAC 616 Bahrain 19:40
KAC 178 Vienna 19:45
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 620 Doha 19:50
KAC 104 London 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:05
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:15
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
QTR 1088 Doha 20:40
KAC 166 Rome 20:55
KAC 564 Amman 21:00
JZR 1443 Doha 21:05
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:05
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:10
ALK 229 Colombo 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
THY 764 Istanbul 21:30
KAC 676 Dubai 21:35
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
BBC 043 Dhaka 22:30
JZR 241 Amman 22:55
RBG 551 Alexandria 23:00
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
WAN 806 Sarajevo 23:30
MSR 2614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
PIA 205 Lahore 23:40

Departure Flights on Sunday 6/8/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JZR 1540 Cairo 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30
MSR 2615 Cairo 00:30
MSC 411 Asyut 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KAC 677 Dubai 01:30
MSC 412 Asyut 01:30
THY 773 Istanbul 01:40
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:00
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:35
THY 765 Istanbul 02:50
KKK 6505 Istanbul 02:55
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
AEE 943 ATH 03:15
UAE 854 Dubai 03:30
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:30
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
THY 753 Istanbul 04:00
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
QTR 1087 Doha 04:10
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
KAC 417 Manila 04:20
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:25
JZR 560 Sohag 04:45
LMU 511 Cairo 05:00
RBG 550 Alexandria 05:00
KAC 103 London 05:00
QTR 1091 Doha 05:05
QTR 1077 Doha 05:35
KAC 303 Mumbai 05:50
THY 1465 Istanbul 06:00
UAE 874 Dubai 06:15
RJA 643 Amman 06:25
THY 771 Istanbul 06:25
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
QTR 8320 Beirut/Doha 06:50
JZR 238 Amman 07:00
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
MSC 406 Sohag 07:45
KAC 501 Beirut 07:50
KAC 171 Frankfurt 07:50
IRC 529 Ahwaz 08:00
WAN 953 GYD 08:15
BAW 156 London 08:20
KAC 177 Vienna 08:25
KAC 741 Dammam 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 773 Riyadh 08:35
KAC 513 Tehran 08:45
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 09:00
JZR 256 Beirut 09:00
KAC 671 Dubai 09:15
KAC 117 New York 09:15
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:15
KAC 165 Rome 09:20
JZR 534 Cairo 09:30
KAC 691 Muscat 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:40
KAC 101 London 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
KAC 541 Cairo 10:00
KAC 617 Doha 10:15
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:25

KAC 153 Istanbul 10:30
QTR 1071 Doha 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
SAW 704 Damascus 11:45
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
VIZ 201 TQD 12:00
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:00
KAC 413 Bangkok 12:20
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
MSC 416 Sohag 15:15
KAC 775 Riyadh 15:40
KAC 563 Amman 15:40
KAC 619 Doha 16:00
KAC 615 Bahrain 16:30
SAW 710 Latakia 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
KAC 675 Dubai 17:00
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
JZR 266 Beirut 17:15
KAC 503 Beirut 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
JZR 240 Amman 17:30
JZR 1442 Doha 17:30
KAC 361 Colombo 17:35
KAC 357 Kochi 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
NIA 362 Alexandria 17:50
KAC 381 Delhi 17:50
KAC 343 Chennai 18:00
KAC 283 Dhaka 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:25
JZR 538 Cairo 18:30
KAC 785 Jeddah 18:45
QTR 1081 Doha 19:15
JZR 552 Alexandria 19:20
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
FDB 058 Dubai 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
KAC 331 Trivandrum 20:35
KAC 353 Bangalore 20:55
DLH 634 Doha 21:00
OMA 648 Muscat 21:05
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
KAC 1543 Cairo 21:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 21:40
KAC 203 Lahore 21:45
QTR 1089 Doha 21:50
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
KAC 205 Islamabad 21:55
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:00
KAC 155 Istanbul 22:15
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
THY 1403 AYT 22:25
KAC 383 Delhi 22:35
UAE 860 Dubai 22:35
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 528 Asyut 23:05
KAC 783 Jeddah 23:10
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
RBG 552 Alexandria 23:40

SITUATION WANTED

CHANGE OF NAME

112

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM
THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(03/08/2017 TO 09/08/2017)

PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr: 03:43

Shorook: 05:11

Duhr: 11:54

Asr: 15:30

Maghrib: 18:37

Isha: 20:01

FOR  RENT

Flats for rent in Kheitan looks at airport road
u 3 bedrooms       uSaloon
u Kitchen                u 3 bathrooms

Free services for you and your family

Contact:  55517659 - 60414701

I, Vempadapu Sarada (old
name) D/o Suryanarayana,
holder of Indian Passport
G7938292 & Civil ID No.
274031602387, do hereby
inform to the public about
the change of my name as
Sayera Banu Syed (new
name). This is for the public
information and all purpos-
es concerned. (C 5337)

I, Khadar Ali Syed, S/o Sher
Ali, holder of Indian
Passport No. L1635464 &
Civil ID No. 277062402568,
do hereby inform to the
Public about the corrected
my name is Khadar Ali Syed
(by mistake it was noted as
Syed Khada Vali). The actual
name is Khadar Ali Syed.
This is for the public infor-
mation and all purposes
concerned. (C 5338)
6-8-2017

Habib Ali Rajabali S/O
Rajabali Kadarali, holder
of Indian Passport No.
H8468522 & Civil ID No.
259080500277, has
change my name from
Habib Ali Rajabali to
Habib Ali Pathan, here-
inafter in all my dealings
and documents I will be
known by name of Habib

A B.E. graduate in elec-
tronics & communications
& further master’s in
embedded system &
instrumentation. A year of
experience in layout &
design engineering at
Linde AG, Germany. For
any possible vacancy &
detailed resume please
contact: 94081644, 
shettyswathi07@gmail.com
(C 5336) 3-8-2017

Ali Pathan. (C 5334)
3-8-2017
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Smith names
comeback record

after family home

Sam Smith has named his comeback record after his
family home. The 25-year-old singer - whose debut
album 'In The Lonely Hour' was released in 2014 -

recently unveiled a mysterious 'TPH-50HR' tattoo on his
chest while filming the video for his latest single and it has
been revealed as a reference to where he grew up.
According to the Daily Star, it stands for The Pink House 50
Heydon Road, Sam's childhood home. A source said:
""Sam has chosen the title as the ultimate tribute to his
parents Fred and Kate and sisters who have always sup-
ported his dream. "They never once tried to dissuade him
following his dreams, so it's a very personal record."
Meanwhile, Sam recently revealed he can't stand his sin-
gle, 'Money On My Mind', though he believes most of the
tracks from his first LP are "classic". He said: "There's a few
songs I really hate, but then the core of the album, songs
like 'Stay With Me', 'I'm Not The Only One' - actually all the
songs except 'Money On My Mind' - I really love and I'm
really proud of the classic-ness of the way they sound,
because I still listen to them now and I still love them.
"There are a few moments [on the album] where I think to
myself, 'I would have changed that. I would have done
that differently'." The star also admitted he had a "panic"
about the musical direction he should take on his first
record due to the popularity of 'Latch', a dance track by
Disclosure which he featured on in 2012. He said: "As soon
as 'Latch' had a lot of success in the UK, my label and me
had a little bit of a panic.  "We were like, 'Maybe we should
be doing dance?' And that's what I can hear on [my first]
album - there's two or three songs where I can hear the lit-
tle wobble, but the rest of the album is what I set out to
make from the beginning. "But I still love my album, but
I'm loving my new one more."

James Walsh says Liam Gallagher is supportive of his
band Starsailor despite feuding with Oasis in the past.
In 2002, the 'Supersonic' group's guitarist Noel

Gallagher called the 37-year-old frontman a c*** in an
interview and NME magazine even had their own 'You
C***!' badges made and handed out at festivals that sum-
mer. However, when Walsh supported Manchester icons
The Stone Roses at their concert at Dubai Media City
Amphitheatre gig in February 2013, former Oasis singer
Liam, 44, told Walsh he is a fan of Starsailor's song 'Fall to
the Floor', which "made his life". Now, Walsh - who is gear-
ing up to release Starsailor's new album 'All This Life' on
September 2 - has paid Liam a compliment back by prais-
ing his music from his debut solo LP 'As You Were'. Asked
for his honest opinion of Liam's solo material, Walsh exclu-

sively told BANG Showbiz: "I think it's brilliant. "I've never
lost my love for Oasis' music. Actually, of the two brothers,
Liam has been quite good to us.  "I did a gig in Dubai a
couple of years ago supporting The Stone Roses and he
came up to me afterwards and shook my hand and said he
liked 'Fall to the Floor'. "That was my life made then, you
are definitely my favorite Gallagher. "He is just a great
frontman and it's good to have him back."  Starsailor's sin-
gle 'Listen to Your Heart' is out now. Starsailor are appear-
ing at the Hope and Glory Festival in Liverpool on August
5, headlining the Wonders of the Age stage alongside
James, Public Service Broadcasting and Blackpool's
Membranes.

James Walsh: Liam Gallagher supports Starsailor now 

Neil Young's online music
archive will  feature his
entire back catalogue

along with "unreleased albums".
The 71-year-old musician has
launched the website neilyoun-
garchives.com, which will allow
fans to access all of his music in
one place.  He wrote in a note on
the site: "Every single, recorded
track or album I have produced is
represented. "View all albums cur-
rently released and see albums
still unreleased and in production
just by using the controls to zoom
through the years. Unreleased
album art is simply penciled in so
you can where unreleased albums
will appear on the timeline, once
they are completed." And Neil
revealed that the site will be con-
stantly updated with new infor-
mation. He explained: "We have
attempted to highlight the cre-

ative process and the creators. A
lot of people and work are behind
the music we hear. "The musical
information found here is a work
in progress, always growing and
adapting to new information as
we find it. We have done our best
to find all of the background perti-
nent to this music. "The NYA
Timeline shows you when and
how the music was made. Every
single, recorded track or album I
have produced is represented. It is
always current. You can browse
through the music I  made
between today's date and 1963,
when I made my first recording in
Canada and it was released as a 45
RPM single." He did not say when
the archive will go live but prom-
ised it is "coming soon".

JP Cooper wants fans to know
there is more to his music than
his Jonas Blue song 'Perfect

Strangers'. The 'Passport Home' hit-
maker is proud of his collaboration
with the producer but he has teased
he has much more up his sleeve on
his album 'Raised Under Grey Skies',
which is released on September 22.
Speaking exclusively to BANG
Showbiz, he said: "At the minute, a
lot of people only know me from
the Jonas song. "It's very important
for people to know that I am not
just a dance artist. "I wouldn't want
to do it too soon because I don't
want to confuse people, but once
the album is out and people start
understanding a bit more about the
roots of me, then I will be more than
happy to dabble again in that kind
of thing." And JP wouldn't rule out
another collaboration with Jonas in
the future. He said: "Jonas is a great

guy. "He is very different stylistically
to anything I've done before. "It
open my eyes to a whole new scene
of music that I'd never really been a
part of before. "I'm sure Jonas has
got people lining up to work with
him. But we shall see." JP has already
shown off his eclectic musical ear as
BANG Showbiz previously revealed
how excited JP was to have landed a
collaboration with grime superstar
Stormzy called 'Momma's Prayers'
for his album. Revealing how it
came about, he said: "The funny
thing is there were a few plans to
collaborate on a song. And a lot of
people said we've collaborated on a
song but it never actually hap-
pened.  "So we have written a track
together and I guess people will
know about it very soon and that is
all I am going to say."

JP Cooper's album is 
not like Jonas Blue song 

George Michael's death reminded
Shaun Ryder how important it is
to maintain a healthy lifestyle in

your 50s. The Happy Mondays front-
man was shocked to hear the Wham!
singer had passed away on Christmas
Day at the age of 53, of natural causes.
The 'Careless Whisper' hitmaker had a
dilated cardiomyopathy, a disease of

the heart muscle, with myocarditis,
inflammation of the heart wall, and a
fatty liver when he died. Shaun, 54 -
who is a recovering drug addict - has
had problems with thyroids and a her-
nia in his later life and says he had to
change his rock 'n' roll lifestyle or face
dropping dead. Speaking exclusively to
BANG Showbiz about the abundance
of celebrity deaths over the past cou-
ple of years, including David Bowie and
Prince, Shaun said: "They all affected
me really. Especially George Michael.
It's dangerous, once you get into your
50s you've got to keep getting MOTs.
"Things keep going on me thyroids,
testosterone. "You've got to keep well
otherwise you'll just drop dead." The
'Step On' hitmaker admitted he has
had a number of near-death experi-
ences during his eventful life. He said
previously: "When you come close to
death, everything slows down. It's hap-
pened to me a few times.  "Car crashes
where the car has flipped around and
bounced; an emergency landing in a
plane crash; a few guns shoved in my
eyeballs." The Black Grape singer was
struck by debilitating panic attacks just
two years ago, but is "glad" he didn't
have them earlier in his career or he'd
never have achieved all the things he
did. He said: "I had my first panic attack
at 52 years of age. I'm glad it came
when it did. If I'd had one as a young
lad I don't think I'd have been able to
have a career. It's the most debilitating
thing I've come across in my life."

Shaun Ryder affected
by celebrity deaths 

Arcade Fire have written ABBA-sound-
ing songs - but they are yet to release
them. The American rockers aren't

afraid to admit they are fans of the Swedish
pop superstars - who won 'Eurovision' in 1974
- and have revealed they recorded some
Europop disco anthems while making their
2004 LP 'Funeral'.  The 'Ready to Start' group's
extremely talented multi-instrumentalist,
Richard Reed Parry, says he wishes he wrote
ABBA's biggest hit 'Dancing Queen'.  Speaking

about recording 'Funeral', Richard recalled:
"The thing is, we've always tried to write
songs that sound like ABBA but none ever
made it out alive and onto our records.
"When we were working on 'Funeral', we
kicked around song ideas that sounded a lot
like ABBA. "It's not like we chose a new influ-
ence. We've always loved ABBA and 'Dancing
Queen' is the greatest jam of all time. We've
always wanted to write a song like that." The
band are also massively influenced by late
music legends Davie Bowie and Prince, and
wrote the track 'Electric Blue' from the latest
record 'Everything Now' about their idols'
deaths.  'Starman' hitmaker Bowie was also a
fan of Arcade Fire and supplied backing
vocals for their 2013 single 'Reflektor'.  Bowie
and Prince also dabbled in the disco sound
and the track is reminiscent of that, though
Will Butler of the group says they wouldn't
have felt confident enough to per form
'Electric Blue' a decade ago. He told The Sun
newspaper: "That song ['Electric Blue'] had a
lot to do with David Bowie and Prince dying,
looking at their legacies and the music they
loved and created. The losses of both were
important events in our lives. "We've always
loved that music but have never been techni-
cally competent to play it. "We couldn't play a
song like 'Electric Blue' 10 years ago but
we've become better musicians."

Arcade Fire have ABBA-sounding
songs stored away 

Bjork says her new record is her "Tinder album".
The Icelandic singer-songwriter hasn't released
a record since 'Vulnicura' in 2015 - but has now

given her fans an insight into what they can expect
from her new album. She explained: "This is like my
Tinder album. It's about that search [for utopia] - and
about being in love.  "Spending time with a person
you enjoy on every level is obviously utopia, you
know? I mean, it's real. It's when the dream becomes
real." Bjork's last album detailed her break-up from
artist Matthew Barney, but the 51-year-old star has
claimed her new record focuses more on her dating
life. She told Dazed magazine: "I set myself up with
the last album being a heartbreak album, so every-
one's gonna be like, 'Are you married?' with this one.
But ... it's too fragile still.  "I think, if I could, I'd just say

this is my dating album. Let's just leave it there."
Meanwhile, Bjork previously bemoaned the lack of
women writing music about serious issues. The
singer said female artists face a pressure to focus
their music on specific issues. Writing on Facebook in
December, she said: "Women in music are allowed to
be singer songwriters singing about their boyfriends.
If they change the subject matter to atoms, galaxies,
activism, nerdy math beat editing or anything else
than being performers singing about their loved
ones they get criticized: journalists feel there is just
something missing ... as if our only lingo is emo ... "If
we don't cut our chest open and bleed about the
men and children in our lives we are cheating our
audience. (sic)"

Bjork's new record is a 'Tinder album' 

Neil Young's extensive
online archive 
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Natalie Portman is in talks to star in 'Bronco Belle'.  The 'Jackie'
actress is in early negotiations to play an aspiring bull rider in the
upcoming movie, which will be directed by Anna Rose Holmer,

Deadline reports. Khurram Longi has written the script about a waitress
who dreams of joining the rodeo, while Andrew Lazar will produce.
Meanwhile, Natalie, 35, recently claimed that women are still being
objectified in movies rather than being portrayed as "complex" individu-
als.  Portman thinks the movie business still has a long way to go in
terms of the parts on offer for actresses in mainstream movies, just like
many other industries still need to offer more to women. She said: "We're

having a problem with female leadership - in business, in government, in
storytelling. I think it has to do with being a boss. We're still having a
problem, first with women in that position, and second there are so
many obstacles in their way. Referring specifically to the problems in
Hollywood, she continued: "We are so often put in roles as objects of
desire, with a male view, as opposed to subjects of desire with complex
weaknesses, and moments of strength and focus - and you can be all of
those things."

Natalie Portman in talks for Bronco Belle 

Margot Robbie
and husband 

co-producing new movie 

Margot Robbie and her husband Tom Ackerley will
produce new sci-fi thriller 'Augmented'.  The 27-
year-old actress' company, LuckyChap

Entertainment, will co-produce the Warner Bros picture
alongside Di Novi Pictures, according to The Hollywood
Reporter.  Mark Townend's script for 'Augmented' appeared
on the 2016 Black List and was sold for a six-figure sum. No
plot details have been revealed yet from the highly sought-
after script. Meanwhile, last year, Margot signed a "first-
look" deal with Warner Bros and one of her first projects is
'Gotham City Sirens', which she will star in and executive
produce. Margot will reprise her role as sexy, psychotic
supervillain Harley Quinn in the new movie, which will
focus on the women from the DC comics. She is said to
have fallen in love with the character after portraying her
in 'Suicide Squad'. It's not known whether Quinn's danger-
ous lover The Joker (Jared Leto) will star in the spin-off or
Batman (Ben Affleck), who is traditionally the superhero
trying to stop the pair's criminal plans. But Robbie has pre-
viously admitted she would love Quinn and The Joker to
reunite. She said: "I'm trying to make that happen. Not for
anything specifically, but just something - there's so much
more to do." In the recent comic series, which the movie
will be based on, Catwoman and Poison Ivy featured
alongside Harley and could appear in the upcoming film.

Emily Blunt loved
working on a movie
with her husband 

Emily Blunt had "so much fun" voicing 'Animal
Crackers' with her husband. The 'Girl on the Train'
actress - who has daughters Hazel, three, and Violet,

13 months, with spouse John Krasinski - admits she and
the 37-year-old actor had told producers they were able to
record their parts in the animated adventure together
because it made things a lot easier for their family life. She
said: "It was so much fun. What was also lucky was John
and I got to be in the sound booth together, which is very
rare. "We specifically requested that because it made it
very easy for us to drive to the studio together and so there
was no problem coordinating our schedules. We also got to
do a lot of improvising together, which was great." And the
34-year-old star is keen to work on another film with her
husband, if they can find the right project. She said: "It's
sometimes hard to find a good project where you feel you
would both be right for it. But we would love to do a film
together one day if it's something very good." The couple
believe it is vital to "support" one another's careers
because it is the only way to juggle their work and raising a
young family smoothly. She told OK! magazine: "We try to
support each other in everything we do. It's not always
easy to lead a Hollywood career when you're raising two
young children, but we are very supportive of each other
and have a strong bond between us."

Naomi Watts wants to star in a comedy. The 'Book of
Henry' actress is used to appearing in gritty dramas
and tales of darkness, but she's on the lookout for a

more "quirky" role where she could have a lot of fun on set.
She said: "I want more laughs in my career. I've endured
plenty of darkness and sadness and soul-searching. I've
been lucky enough to work with the likes of David O.
Russell and a movie I did with Noah Baumbach a few years
ago. But I'm not the go-to when it comes to comedy. "I
actually turned down a few during the beginning of my
career because they didn't feel right for where I wanted to
be. Maybe it's because it's a certain kind of comedy I'm
after - a quirky reality, something offbeat where there's a
soul underneath. I want to go on set and laugh all day."
Naomi can currently be seen on the small screen in Netflix
drama 'Gypsy', in which she plays boundary-crossing psy-
chiatrist Jean, and she enjoyed getting to explore the
depths of her character. She told HELLO! magazine: "Jean is
very restless, very curious outside of the world she's creat-
ed for herself. "She wants to break out of her inner claustro-
phobia and, because of the nature of her work, delves a lit-
tle too deeply into the lives of her patients, and in doing
that, she's delving into the darker, more chaotic parts of
her that have always been there but remained dormant.
"Finally, it's like she's woken up and desires that fire. It's a
really human story. It's about demons and exposing vul-
nerabilities and unknown, maybe, forgotten strengths. "It's
so completely human and I've always loved exploring
humanity in characters and she is a fascinating portrayal of
fantasy, being the person you want to be, you desire to be
but will never actually experience. "We shy away, but she's
actually living it. She's exploring this side to her which we
rarely see women do. Men yes, but women, not really."

Naomi Watts wants comedy role 

Denis Villeneuve has admit-
ted 'Blade Runner 2049' is
the biggest "artistic chal-

lenge" of his career so far. The 49-
year-old filmmaker has helmed
the sequel to the movie classic
'Blade Runner' and although he
always wanted to be the man to
make the movie he felt a lot of
pressure because he wanted to
"honor" the Sir Ridley Scott origi-
nal. The Harrison Ford led 1982
movie - based on Philip K. Dick's
1968 novel 'Do Androids Dream of
Electric Sheep?' - is considered to
be one of the greatest sci-fi films
ever made and deals with heavy-
weight topics such as what it
means to be alive. Speaking to
Den of Geek, Villeneuve said: "I
have to find a way to make that
universe mine. I have to find a way
to not feel like a vandal going in a
church, making graffiti on the
walls. It's by far the biggest artistic
challenge I have ever done. To
take someone else's universe and
to try digest and make it my own
is a strange process ... One of the
things you have to do when you
want to honor something is incor-
porate and go large. You don't
want to just do the high school
play. You don't want to do a
remake.  "When it first came out
we were doing this, a lot of people
just thought we were going to re-
do it again. That feels like it would
be dishonoring something that is
wonderful. It was looking for ways

to explore the world further and
make it bigger." Whilst details of
the plot have largely remained
under wraps, it is due to take
place decades after the original
which is why Ford, 75, will be seen
as a much older version of his
police operative character,
android hunter Rick Deckard. The
impressive cast includes Ryan
Gosling - who plays main protago-
nist, LAPD Officer K - Jared Leto,
Lennie James, Robin Wright, Ana
de Armas, Sylvia Hoeks, Carla Juri,
Mackenzie Davis, Barkhad Abdi,
David Dastmalchian, Hiam Abbass
and Dave Bautista.  'Blade Runner
2049' will be released in October
2017. — Bang Showbiz

Alex Kurtzman is unsure what
the future is for Universal
Pictures' 'The Dark Universe'.

The filmmaker helmed the Tom
Cruise reboot of 'The Mummy',
which was set to be the star of the
universe based around iconic horror
characters created by the film stu-
dio, however the film received poor
reviews and Kurtzman hasn't decid-
ed what to do next. Speaking to IGN,
he said: "You know the truth is, I
don't know. I really don't know. I
haven't really decided. Is the honest
answer. "I have to stay interested in
it. I have to feel like my passion is
there for it. I think in the case of 'Star
Trek' if your passion isn't there you
shouldn't be doing it." Universal
made their name horror TV show
'Creature Features' in the 1950s and
enlisted Kurtzman and Chris Morgan
to create a series of linked films that

will bring their iconic characters
back to life on the big screen.
Johnny Depp was believed to be
playing 'The Invisible Man' in a sepa-
rate project and Angelina Jolie was
wanted to direct and star in a 'Bride
Of Frankenstein' film. Originally
Javier Bardem - who was cast to star

as Frankenstein - was approached to
star as Dr. Jekyll opposite Cruise in
'The Mummy', but passed on it and
Russell Crowe was given the role.
Previously, Kurtzman said he wants
to get Michael Fassbender in one of
the films and confirmed what
movies he hopes would be included
in 'The Dark Universe'. He said: "I'd
love to bring Michael Fassbender in,
I'd love to bring Jennifer Lawrence
in, I'd love to see Charlize Theron in
there, Angelina Jolie. "We know
we're going to do 'Frankenstein',
'Bride of Frankenstein', 'Dracula',
'Creature from the Black Lagoon',
'Phantom of the Opera', 'Hunchback
of Notre Dame' and 'Invisible Man'.
There are characters within those
films that can grow and expand and
maybe even spin off."

Kurtzman unsure of The Dark Universe's future 

Richard Dreyfuss isn't happy he hasn't
been given a Lifetime Achievement
Award. The 69-year-old actor doesn't

mind that fellow Hollywood stars such as Al
Pacino, Robert De Niro and Jack Nicholson
have been handed the prestigious acco-
lade by the American Film Institute He
moaned: "I am bothered that they've been
given Lifetime Achievement Awards by the
American Film Institute and I haven't."
Dreyfuss won an Oscar for his performance
in 'The Goodbye Girl' in 1978, but would
have preferred to win the award later in his
career. He told The Daily Telegraph newspa-
per: "If I could rewind my life now, I'd delay
winning the Oscar until I was in my fifties."
The 'Mr Holland's Opus' star was a promi-
nent actor during the 70s when he starred
in a number of successful movies including
'American Graffiti', 'Close Encounters of the
Third Kind' and the shark horror movie
'Jaws'. Dreyfuss recalls a time when he was
kicked out of 20th Century Fox for shouting
at the director and casting director when

he was just 16. He said: "The director and
casting director showed up 45 minutes
late. When I finally saw them approaching, I
headed in the opposite direction to get a
glass of water. "I got back and one of the
guys asked why I was keeping them wait-
ing. I blew. 'How dare you' I said. 'I've been
waiting for 45 minutes'. "The casting direc-
tor told me to calm down before asking me
to go through my resume with the director.
"'No', I said. ' You know what I've already
done'. And that's when they threw me out
of 20th Century Fox." Throughout his
career, Dreyfuss has had many turbulent
relationships with co-stars including 'Jaws'
star Robert Shaw and Bill Murray who he
starred with in 'What About Bob?'. Despite
this, the screen star believes he is an "ami-
able" guy and knew he would make it in
the movie business.  He said: "I was rather
an amiable guy. And I knew as a 100 per
cent certainty that I would make it as a
movie star."

Dreyfuss angry he hasn't got
Lifetime Achievement Award 

Dominic Cooper has teased
he has a very "good" song in
'Mamma Mia 2: Here We Go

Again!'. The 'Preacher' star played
the role of Sky in the hit 2008 movie
- based on the ABBA-inspired musi-
cal of the same name - alongside
Meryl Streep, 67, Amanda Seyfried,
31, Colin Fir th, 56, and Pierce
Brosnan, 64. Cooper had previously
confirmed he will be returning for
the upcoming sequel and has now
spilled he'll be singing a classic
ABBA track that will delight fans.
Speaking on 'Good Morning Britain',
he said: "I'm in, definitely. There are
loads of ABBA songs left. 'Waterloo'
is around, and the one I am doing is
good too - I've got a good one!"
Universal Studios have been work-
ing on the sequel to the original
box office hit for some time, but
now it looks like things are finally
slotting into place as they've given
it a working title and have assem-
bled the cast. 'The Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel' scribe Ol Parker will

be penning and directing the film,
while Playtone Pictures, which pro-
duced the first installment, has
jumped back on board for the
forthcoming film. The iconic musi-
cal focused on a bride-to-be Sophie
Sheridan (Seyfried) trying to find
her real father so that he can walk
her down the aisle at her wedding
to Sky (Cooper). But she's in for a
shock when she realizes that there
are three potential men that could
be her biological dad. It's not yet
known how bosses plan to push
the story on but it's thought they
may decide to follow the angle of
how Sophie's mother Donna
Sheridan (Streep) met the three
men; Sam Carmichael (Brosnan),
Harry Bright (Fir th) and Bill
Anderson (Stellan Skarsgard) in the
years before the original story takes
place. The sequel will feature more
ABBA songs that weren't included
in the 2008 movie alongside with
"reprised favorites", according to
the film's official Twitter account.

Denis Villeneuve: Blade Runner 
2049 is my biggest challenge 

Dominic Cooper has great
song in Mamma Mia 2 
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Liza Masri had learned as a young girl during the
bloodiest days of the second intifada to fear the
soldiers patrolling her neighborhood in the

besieged West Bank city of Nablus. But it wasn't until
after the uprising that her mistrust was most shockingly
vindicated as she witnessed Israeli troops shooting dead
her Palestinian neighbor as he smoked a cigarette on his
balcony. "It's flashbacks I can remember... the ambu-
lance, the way they took him down the building," the 21-
year-old tells AFP,  as if the intervening decade has sud-
denly melted away. "We weren't allowed into the streets.
We were afraid they would kill us. It's something I will
always remember-it's so painful."

Some years later, her neighbor's bereaved daughter
introduced Masri to "Creativity for Peace," an organiza-
tion in Santa Fe, New Mexico, that brings together
Palestinian and Jewish Israeli girls in a bid to bridge the
emotional fault lines created by 70 years of conflict.  Half
a world away from the corridors of the United Nations,
they get together at a ranch in the timbered foothills of
the southern Rocky Mountains to hear for the first time
the stories of enemies they have grown up learning to
hate. Since 2003 more than 200 girls of ages 15 to 17
have participated in the Creativity for Peace camp,
where Masri has returned this year as a "young leader"
after taking part in 2013.   It was at the camp that she
befriended Naama Shlomy, a Jewish Israeli who lives
some 60 miles (100 kilometers) south of Nablus, on the
border with Gaza.

Trauma 
Shlomy was three years old when her home town of

Sderot was targeted by Hamas's Qassam artillery rock-
ets, the first of an estimated 8-10,000 to rain down on
Israel from Gaza since 2002. Fewer than 30 Israeli civil-
ians have been killed but the psychological trauma has
been profound. Almost half of Sderot middle schoolers
surveyed for the Journal of Adolescent Health in 2008
showed signs of post-traumatic stress disorder, while
high levels of miscarriage and depression are a fact of

daily life.  "It's horrible, I can't describe it. It's a trauma
that's in me. I'll need to deal with it for the rest of my
life," Shlomy, 19, tells AFP at an open day as the three-
week summer camp. 

When Hamas launches a rocket, an alarm sounds and
the people of Sderot know they have 15 seconds to get
to the nearest shelter, day or night. "Each time you need
to drop everything and go to the shelter. It's just so
stressful to keep worrying about your family all the time,
and yourself," says Shlomy. Every year up to 20 girls-half
Jewish Israelis and half Palestinians from Israel, the West
Bank and Gaza-are invited to New Mexico by Creativity
for Peace, which is funded privately, notwithstanding a
2015 US government grant.

The girls share their experiences of the Arab-Israeli
conflict as part of a total of 40 hours of dialogue founded
on the notion that "an enemy is a person whose story
you haven't heard." Using English as their common lan-
guage, they go shopping, visit the movies, divvy up
chores, share bedrooms and attend art therapy classes
together. Almost all have lost family and friends to vio-
lence and most will never have spoken to members of
the opposite side before. 

'Baby steps' 
"We teach our young women that both sides are

right and both sides are wrong. Their job is not to
debate politics or go over history, but more to under-
stand one another and find common ground," says
Dottie Indyke, executive director for the last 11 years.
The fact that both sides have suffered often comes as a
revelation to the girls, although resentment can still run
deep. Masri points to the 400,000 illegal Israeli settlers
in the West Bank, and the numerous checkpoints that
have choked Nablus, a thriving trading post since the
days of the seventh century Umayyad Caliphate that
now finds itself in penury.

"I understand that we both suffered. It didn't change
my mind towards the other side. I feel them, understand
their stories, but that doesn't mean I should change my
perspective, that they are not doing something wrong to
my country," she tells AFP.  But she is persevering in the
process-even turning around her initially unsupportive
family-because she believes in the intrinsic value of dia-
logue as driver of change. 

"Maybe we are not resolving the conflict but it's a
long process, it's about trust," she says. "As long as we
trust the other side many things will start to happen."
Perhaps the toughest part comes after the camp, when
the girls are asked to go back to their communities as
"peacemakers" who can be an example of compassion,
friendship, and courage. "Each girl can go to her family
and change the way they see things, then they can
change their communities," says Sana Zahalka, 17,
another young leader who first came to the camp in
2015. "It's like baby steps. But they all lead to this amaz-
ing big step." — AFP

Palestinian and Israeli Jewish girls with artwork promoting peace at the
‘Creativity for Peace’ camp.

Palestinian and Israeli Jewish girls share activities together.

Palestinian and Israeli Jewish girls enjoy a trampoline at the ‘Creativity for
Peace’ camp.

Palestinian Lama Khaled
(left) and Eden Vakni from
Israel (right) spend time
together at the ‘Creativity
for Peace’ camp.

Palestinian and Israeli Jewish girls take a group photo together at the ‘Creativity for Peace’ camp which every year brings up to 20 girls, half Jewish Israelis and half
Palestinians from Israel, the West Bank and Gaza to Santa Fe, New Mexico. — AFP photos

Palestinian and Israeli Jewish girls share a meal together.

Palestinian, Israeli girls camping for peace in US wilderness

From the Giza pyramids to the pharaonic tombs of Luxor,
Egypt's ancient monuments are holding onto mysteries
which researchers now aim to unravel with cutting edge

technology. For more than 200 years since Napoleon
Bonaparte landed in Egypt with a retinue of scholars who laid
the groundwork for modern Egyptology, experts have used
science to unlock the secrets of the country's ancient treas-
ures. In the 21st century, the scientists have been using elec-
tronic devices and chemical testing to date artefacts.

Chemical testing still requires small samples, but advanced
techniques coming into use are meant to be non-invasive so
as not to damage the ancient relics. ScanPyramids is among
the most ambitious of the projects to demystify the Khufu
Pyramid near Cairo, the only surviving monument from the
ancient Seven Wonders of the World. It has employed infrared
thermography and muography-a technique that records
images using muon particles-in its quest. The project had
announced last October that the massive pyramid may con-
tain undiscovered recesses.

"All the devices we put in place are designed to find where
the cavity is located. We know there is one, but we're trying to
find out where," said Mehdi Tayoubi, president of the HIP
Institute heading the ScanPyramids project. The muon
devices include chemical emulsion instruments from Japan's
University of Nagoya, electronic sensors from the KEK
Japanese Research Laboratory, and muon telescopes from the
French Atomic Energy Commission.  The results are then com-
pared with infrared and 3D images.

Some archaeologists have pinned hopes on the sophisti-
cated technology to locate the burial place of the legendary
queen Nefertiti.  The wife of King Akhenaten, who initiated a

monotheistic cult in ancient Egypt, Nefertiti remains an enig-
ma, best known for a bust depicting her that is now on exhi-
bition in Berlin's Neues Museum. A British Egyptologist,
Nicholas Reeves, believed her remains were hidden in a
secret chamber in the tomb of Tutankhamun, in the southern
Valley of the Kings.

In 2015, archaeologists scanned the tomb with radar hop-
ing for clues.  Both Reeves's theory and the inconclusive
results have been dismissed by other Egyptologists. One of
them, former antiquities minister Zahi Hawass, said that an

adept of the sun god Aton would never have been allowed to
be buried in the Valley of the Kings.

Mapping out ancient dynasties 
The excitement over the possible discovery has died

down since the inconclusive results, but a team from
Politecnico University in Turin, Italy, intends to give it anoth-
er shot. This time they will employ tomography-a method
used in medical scans-and magnetometry, which measures
magnetic fields. Neither the Politecnico team nor the antiq-
uities ministry has been inclined to discuss the fresh
attempt, possibly put off by the anticlimactic media frenzy
over the previous bid. Elsewhere, Egyptologists are under-
taking a project to nail down the chronology of Egypt's
ancient dynasties more precisely.

The French Institute of Eastern Archaeology (IFAO) in Cairo
has a dating laboratory that the researchers are putting to
use for the project. "The chronology of ancient Egypt is not
clearly defined. We use a relative chronology," said Anita
Quiles, head of research at the IFAO. "We refer to reigns and
dynasties but we do not know exactly the dates," she said.
The investigation, which involves chemical testing, is expect-
ed to take several years.

But Egyptologists say that science cannot replace archaeol-
ogists and their work on the ground. "It is important to have
science in archaeology," said Hawass. "But it is very important
not to let scientists announce any details about what they
found unless it has been seen by Egyptologists." — AFP

Egyptologists go high tech
to unlock ancient mysteries

'It is important to have science in archaeology'

A view of the French Institute of Eastern Archaeology (IFAO) in Cairo.

Egypt’s former antiquities minister Zahi Hawass gives an
interview with AFP at his office in Cairo. — AFP photos

French Anita Quiles, a researcher in the French Institute of Eastern Archaeology (IFAO) in
Cairo, stands near local staff at a dating laboratory inside the institute.

In this file photo, singers Luis Fonsi, left and Daddy
Yankee perform during the Latin Billboard Awards in
Coral Gables, Florida. — AP

Hit song 'Despacito'

becomes most

viewed video 

on YouTube

The music video for the No. 1 hit song
"Despacito" has a new record - it's become
the most popular clip on YouTube of all-

time with more than three billion views. YouTube
announced Friday that Luis Fonsi's ubiquitous
song with Daddy Yankee has surpassed previous
record holder "See You Again," the song by Wiz
Khalifa and Charlie Puth from the "Furious 7"
soundtrack.

"Despacito" became an international smash hit
this year, topping the Billboard Hot 100 chart. The
record-breaking video does not include the popu-
lar remix with Justin Bieber; that version has been
viewed more than 464 million times. "Despacito"
is on track to become the first video to reach three
billion views on YouTube. The video is also the
most "liked" video on YouTube. — AP
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It is a royal tradition that has proved bountiful through the
ages and one that Thailand's fruit carvers are determined
to keep alive-even as young people peel away from the

unique art form. From beetroots carved into roses to fruity
floats made from papayas and melons, the most important
fruit carving competition in Thailand took place in Bangkok
Friday.

But for competitor Piyanat Thiwato, carving is about more
than just winning.  "Carving can improve our mind because it
requires concentration and enhances our imagination, it's a
way to relax," he said. The tradition has been traced back to
Thailand's royal Sukhothai dynasty, in the 14th century. "The
art of food carving started hundreds years ago. Thailand is rich
with arts and crafts. It's like a very beautiful treasure that we
have," said Araya Arunanondchai, the event's organizer.

"In the old days, it was done in the royal palaces for the
royal family," she added. Dozens of Thai artists competed in
the famous fruit and vegetable carving competition, which
was organized in honor of Queen Sirikit, who turns 85 on
August 12. More than 20 teams carved anything from owls to
elephants or intricate Thai designs onto fruits including taros,
melons, and papaya. Fruit carving is still popular as an offering
in temples or as a decoration for weddings. Fine arts students
can still choose to learn it at university, as they would take
painting lessons. But the tradition is fading away. "Not so
many young people are interested in it or the ones who stud-
ied it in art schools cannot make a living out of it", Manirat
Svastiwat na Ayutthaya, food carving expert said. — AFP

Fruit carving, a meticulous art in Thailand

A painting depicting Thailand's Queen Sirikit adorns an elaborate fruit and vegetable decoration during a fruit and vegetable carving competition in Bangkok. A carved watermelon is displayed during a fruit and vegetable carving
competition.— AFP photos

Thai girls carve floral patterns into fruits.

A Thai woman carves a vegetable into the form of a rose during a fruit and
vegetable carving competition.

A Thai man helps put together an elaborate decoration.

The carved watermelons are displayed during a fruit and vegetable carving competition. A carved papaya is displayed.

A carved pumpkin is displayed.

A Thai boy carves floral patterns into a watermelon.

An elaborate display of carved fruits and vegetables is displayed during a fruit and vegetable carving competition.

A carved watermelon is displayed.

A carved watermelon is displayed.A carved watermelon is displayed.



A man wows onlookers
by dancing on the street 

A man has "impressed" onlookers who
caught him dancing in the street,
although they initially thought he was
being "violent". A mystery male was spot-
ted prancing around the streets of
London, England, on Wednesday, and his
energetic performance sparked concern
for passers-by who thought he was being
aggressive.  Speaking about the unusual
moment to the Mirror Online, eye witness
Anthony Morris said: "It was bizarre. I
noticed him on the other side of the road
doing his kicks and it really drew my atten-
tion. "I was impressed at how high he
could get his legs up. "At first I thought he
was kicking a bus so I got a bit worried
that he was being violent. "I was ready to
get out of my car to make sure he was
okay but I soon realized he wasn't being
violent he was just enjoying himself.  "I
was getting worried that he might kick
himself in the face or hit someone walking
past but he seemed pretty harmless. "He
was definitely eccentric. He reminded me
of a mixture of Mick Jagger with the
bizarre outfit." The man attracted even
more attention when he fell to the floor,
and whilst others were worried he had
caused himself an injury, he seemed
unfazed by the blip and simply continued
dancing.  Anthony explained: "I loved how
when he fell he just stood up dusted him-
self off and carried on like it never hap-
pened."

Thieves strip 'Space Invader'
mosaics from Paris walls

Thieves pretending to be Paris city work-
ers have in the past few days stripped the
French capital's walls of pixellated works
from French urban artist Invader, the city
said on Friday. A spokeswoman said "more
than a dozen pieces" from the artist have
been torn from walls all around the city.
Invader, whose real name or identity is
unknown, produces pixellated works
using bathroom tiles that hark back stylis-
tically to early video games such as the
1978 "Space Invaders". Some of his "inva-
sions" have resulted in him being ques-
tioned by police, but copies of his works
have often sold for hundreds of thousands
of dollars. Two years ago, his mosaic of
1970s American cartoon character Hong
Kong Phooey sold at auction at Sotheby's
in Hong Kong for HK$2 million ($256,000).
The city of Paris said it "has decided to file
a complaint for abuse of functions"
because the two suspected thieves "were
disguised as Paris city workers" in order to
steal the mosaic works. Authorities were
alerted to the thefts on social media, with
Parisians snapping pictures of the pretend
workers on Twitter and asking why the city
was removing the mosaics. We "quickly
realized that those were not our agents,
nor our vehicles or our jackets," the city
said. Invader previously addressed the
issue of theft on his official website, saying

that his pieces have been "removed, dam-
aged or destroyed by individuals who seek
to resell them." But the artist added:
"Given the type of tiles I use, to steal the
work is impossible. These individuals by
removing the mosaics destroy the piece
and then have to buy ceramics to repair or
recreate the work." Authorities have not
said whether an investigation has been
opened.

A woman receives four-page letter
from a 'disgruntled' delivery driver 

A woman received a four-page letter from
a delivery driver she refused to tip.  A
female, named Lauren Ledford, enjoyed
the Italian takeaway but did not hand over
any spare change to the drive to thank
him for the services, much to the
unnamed staff member's disappointment.
She shared a photograph of the messages
she received on her Facebook page, which
she captioned: "PLEASE READ and BE
AWARE.  Yesterday, I came home to a 4
page letter left on my door from a @post-
mates delivery man. These are the last two
pages, and the scariest.  I  know he is
employed by this company because the
only pizza delivery I've had to my home in
the last 2 months is from @postmates and
in the first two pages (not pictured here)
the man let's me know he was at my home
last week delivering pizza. I nailed down
who the driver is and have reported it to
the police as well as @postmates , which
has not called me or addressed this at all. I
am putting this out there only because I
want everyone to be aware of the fact that
apparently this company doesn't respect a
privacy policy and employees people who
are openly on drugs, returning to cos-
tumers homes a week later threatening to
rob them over a $4 tip, which I thought
was included in the outrageous delivery
charges that this company tacks on to
orders. I am now terrified that this man
could show up any day as he let me
know, "who knows what a disgruntled
delivery driver who can't afford to eat
that day is capable of." Note: this is a pho-
to copy of the hand written note, as the
police took the original as evidence.
#postmates @ Redondo Beach, California
(sic)." The delivery man's handwritten
notes have also been shared on the social
media platform, which see him urge
Lauren to tip all staff, and he continued
to "jokingly" threaten her to hand over
extra cash if he brings her order again or
else he would "rob her".  The letters read:
"Please next time, tip your delivery driver.
And if it turns out that delivery driver is
me again, and you do not tip yet again,
I'm probably going to rob you. "I'm only
joking, but not really. Don't risk it though.
Who knows what a disgruntled delivery
driver who can't afford to eat that day is
capable of. "Ok, just read my words and
don't be cheap. "I'm just kind of high and
so, I need your tip money to stay toasty
(sic)." — Bang Showbiz

Bizarre News 
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Egyptologists go high tech
to unlock ancient mysteries

Shoppers buy freshly caught shrimps yesterday at the main fish market in Kuwait City. Shrimp fishing resumed in Kuwaiti waters after a break of six and a half months in order to allow the species to reproduce in territori-
al waters. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Having lost their heads, been pulled from their
plinths, smashed and even buried, things are
at last looking up for some of the unluckiest

statues in Christendom.  For five centuries the 12
apostles looked down on the adoring hordes who
marveled at the Sainte-Chapelle in Paris, arguably
the greatest Gothic edifice ever build. Standing
between its spectacular stained glass windows-one
of the wonders of the medieval world-they could
have been forgiven for feeling smug having sur-
vived the Reformation without a scratch.

But the statues were caught in the whirlwind of
not just one French revolution but two, and since
then history has been less than kind. Until now that
is. A team of French scientists are at last revealing
their original colors and forms from 1248 when they
first stood guard over one of the most revered of
Christian relics, the crown of thorns that Christ
reputedly wore on the cross. French king Louis IX
built the staggeringly beautiful private chapel to
house the relics after buying them from the cash-
strapped Latins who sacked Constantinople in 1204
and began stripping the Byzantine capital of its
treasures.

The crusader king, who was later made a saint,
also acquired parts of the True Cross and the Holy
Lance for the chapel, which backed onto his royal
palace. Six of the most heavily damaged of the apos-
tle statues are now being analyzed by the French
museums' restoration and research centre, known as
C2RMF, at its laboratories underneath the Louvre. 

Off with their heads 
Its director of sculptures Alexandra Gerard told

AFP that as well taking tiny samples from "the sand-
wich layers" of paint to find the first coat under a
microscope, experts were also trying to crack the
puzzle about how the much-damaged, repaired and
repainted statues were first made. Using X-rays and
ultraviolet scans they have been able to cast new

light on statues whose nicknames are vaguely remi-
niscent of the Seven Dwarves, from "The
Melancholic" and "The Philosopher" to the "Headless
One". But the most exciting potential discovery for
the Cluny Museum of the Middle Ages in Paris,
where the six badly damaged apostles are held, is
how different the original colors were. 

"The statues in the Sainte-Chapelle now are very

highly coloured like its stained glass," said curator
Damien Berne. "However, it seems that in the 13th
century they had a very different chromatic range"
which may have been designed so "the apostles
stood out" from the windows. Although tests are still
going on to confirm the findings, he said the statue
known as "The Melancholic" may also not have been
quite so down in the dumps as he now seems. 

His head may simply not have been put back on
his shoulders correctly after he was roughed up by
French revolutionaries. The statues' vicissitudes
began in the tumultuous decade after the fall of the
Bastille in 1789. 

Torn down and buried 
Torn down from their plinths they were uncere-

moniously cast aside; two ended up broken and
buried under a pavement and the others were dis-
persed to various storehouses and museums. They
fared even worse in the revolution of 1830, when
four lost their heads to rioters. But for a pious old
woman who managed to pick up and hide the
heads they would have been lost forever. While
restoring the chapel in 1840 the architect Felix
Duban tried to put all the statues back in their place.

But the four decapitated saints and the two
buried ones were judged to be beyond repair and
handed on to the Cluny Museum. Yet somewhere
along the line another head had gone astray. In the
meantime the surviving apostles and six plaster
replacements got a striking Gothic Revival paint job
which endures to this day. After the tests are com-
pleted, the Cluny Museum-which houses France's
main collection of medieval treasures-hopes to have
the statues cleaned so that they can be installed in
their own gallery in 2020. By then "maybe we will
have found which apostle is the true owner of the
'charming' little foot" which languishes legless in the
museum's storage, said Berne. — AFP

Scientists crack mystery of 
the luckless apostles of Paris

This file photo shows Heritage Curator of the Centre for Research and Restoration of Museums of France (C2RMF) Alexandre Gerard examining poly-
chrome stone statues belonging to the Museum of Cluny, the ‘apostles of the Sainte Chapelle’ before their restoration in Paris. — AFP photos

Alexandre Gerard examining polychrome
stone statues belonging to the Museum of
Cluny, the ‘apostles of the Sainte Chapelle’
before their restoration in Paris.
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