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IRBIL: The Kuwaiti delegation of journalists and media figures meets with President of the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region Masoud Barzani.

The Kuwaiti delegation of journalists and media figures meets with former Foreign Minister of Iraq
Hoshyar Zebari.

Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan meets President of the Iraqi Kurdistan Region
Masoud Barzani (left) and former Foreign Minister of Iraq Hoshyar Zebari (right).

Kuwaiti General Consul to the Kurdistan Region
Omar Al-Kanderi hands President of the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region Masoud Barzani a copy of a film
documenting Kuwait’s relief aid efforts in the region.

President of the Iraqi Kurdistan Region Masoud
Barzani meets with Deputy Director General for
Editorial Affairs and Editor-in-Chief of Kuwait
News Agency Saad Al-Ali.
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The people of Kurdistan were never seen as partners, for
the simple fact that it refuses to be a follower, or excluded
for that matter, Barzani noted. This is why we need to be
good neighbors in order to prevent bigger problems to
arise, he said.  On the current security situation in recently-
liberated Mosul, Kurdistan’s largest city, Barzani said if it
was not for the Peshmerga (Kurdistan’s military), the legacy
of the so-called Islamic State (IS) would had never been
destroyed. On July 10, Iraq announced the liberation of
Mosul from the grip of IS.

Strong presence
On the account of its strong presence within the politi-

cal and humanitarian spheres, Kuwait is playing an integral
role within the regional and international domains, said
former Foreign Minister of Iraq Hoshyar Zebari on Friday.
Speaking to the delegation of Kuwaiti journalists and
media personnel, Zebari lauded the strong ties linking
Kuwait and Iraq, affirming that Kuwaiti humanitarian con-
tributions, especially in the Kurdistan region, were strongly
admired and respected.

Zebari said that his meeting with the Kuwaiti delegation
focused on the political situation in Iraq, in addition to

recent developments in the region. Zebari took the chance
to laud the relations between Kuwait and Iraq’s Kurdistan,
saying that the two sides were eager to boost relations in
the future. The former Iraqi foreign minister lauded HH the
Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s
efforts to resolve regional disputes, especially the current
one pitting several GCC countries plus Egypt against Qatar.
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah is respected by several Arab and
world countries, and his role in trying to end the conflict is
well appreciated, said Zebari.

Meanwhile, Zebari touched on the planned referendum
by the Kurdistan region on Sept 25, which will ask people

whether they would rather separate from Iraq or stay with-
in a federal Iraqi system. The official affirmed that the
Kurdistan region would carry on with its planned referen-
dum despite the objection of several countries including
the US, Iran, Turkey, and others. The procedure will not
affect efforts to battle IS, he stressed.

The Kuwaiti media delegation consists of several senior
journalists and chief editors, including Kuwait Times
Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan and KUNA’s
Deputy Director General for Editorial Affairs and Editor-in-
Chief Saad Al-Ali. The delegation began its visit to Irbil on
Aug 3. —KUNA

K U WA I T:  E n gi n e e r  B a d e r  A l - S a l m a n  -
Pre s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Fe d e r a t i o n  o f  Ku w a i t i
Engineering Offices and Consultant Houses
we l co m e d  t h e  co nve n i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t
Co n s u l t i n g  S e r v i ce s  fo r  G ove r n m e n t a l
Projects Forum under the motto of ‘Towards
Professional  and Transparent Consult ing
Services.’

Salman said in a press release yesterday
that he is delighted with the patronage of His
Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, the Prime Minister of the State of
Kuwait, of the event that will be organized by
NoufEXPO at Al-Baraka Ballroom of Crowne
Plaza hotel from 17 to 19 September 2017. He
was also delighted to announce that ‘ENCON1’
will be inaugurated by Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, the Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs.

Development plan
Salman said that  ENCON1 wil l  discuss

Kuwait’s development plan of 2035 and how
consulting services can be leveraged to form
the strong base upon which the projects of
the plan can be, professionally,  executed
throughout all phases. He added, “The patron-
age of His Highness the Prime Minister and
the inauguration of Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdulla represent a much welcomed and
needed support that will help us boost our
eff ic ienc y,  productivity,  and governance
frameworks while executing projects. This will,
definitely, improve the level of professionalism
and transparenc y that  the Federat ion of
Kuwaiti Engineering Offices and Consultant
Houses strives to achieve.”

Salman added, “Consulting services repre-
sent the corner stone for all projects regard-
less of their classification or size. These servic-
es are the first building block upon which all
other phases are built. More professional and
more transparent consulting services help us
execute projects successfully according to
their specifications, within allocated budgets,
and within assigned timeframes. ENCON1’s
motto of  “ Towards Professional  and
Transparent Consulting Services” confirms that
these values should govern projects’ life cycle
throughout in order to achieve the vision of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah A-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to brand Kuwait a global
financial and trade center.”

Course of action 
Commenting on ENCON1 proceedings,

“Kuwait’s 2035 Plan is the course of action

needed to secure Kuwait’s progress and pros-
perity. The Central Agency for Public Tenders
will make sure that all the Plan’s projects are
executed with the highest standards of pro-
fessionalism and transparency. It is, no doubt,
a critical responsibility the Agency carries out
led by Abdullah Saud Al-Abdulrazzak, the
Chairman of the Board, and Haya Al-Wadaani,
the  S ecretar y  Genera l .  The  Genera l
S ecretar iat  of  the  Supreme Counci l  for
P lanning and Development  wi l l  deta i l
Kuwait’s 2035 plan and the many investment
opportunities it will make available for years.
The Supreme Council has been working hard
to deliver this magnificent plan supported by
Hind Subaih Barrak Al-Subaih, the Minister of
Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of State
for Economic Affairs, and Khaled Mahdi, the
Secretary General of the General Secretariat
of the supreme Council  for Planning and
Development.”

He added, “ENCON1’s objectives and topics
responds to the guarantees and assurances that
local and foreign investors seek, especially the
members of Kuwaiti Engineering Offices and
Consultant Houses with their diverse specialties
spanning consulting services, project manage-
ment, and economic and financial services. The
private sector is invited to lead Kuwait’s econom-
ic development by encouraging competitiveness
and improving efficiency benefiting from a gen-
uine governmental support. All this should be
accomplished while preserving Kuwait’s social
values, achieving human resources development
and balanced growth; developing mandatory fit
infrastructure, and setting necessary legislations
and regulations. ENCON1 will have its impact on
improving professional qualifications, enforcing
transparency values, and exhibiting best techni-

cal practices to lead
Kuwait’s development
plans in this highly
competitive, globally
open, and digitally
driven market.”

Event’s program
Salman outl ined

ENCON1’s program.
He said that the event
will feature panel dis-
cussions with partici-
pation of leaderships
from the Central
Agenc y for  Publ ic
Tenders, the General
Secretar iat  of  the

Supreme Counci l  for  Planning and
Development, audit organizations such as
State Audit Bureau and the Department of
Legal Advice and Legislation, and the United
Nations Development Program. Improving
and shortening the documentary and busi-
ness c ycle wil l  be among the hot topics.
Technical sessions will be delivered by special-
ized companies presenting their views on
design, supervision, and project management
practices of both engineering and administra-
tive aspects of projects. Finally, ENCON1 will
feature informative workshops that will dis-
cuss the documentary cycle of projects and
variation orders of consulting contracts. 

In conclusion, Salman extended his invita-
tion to engineering offices and consulting
firms, as well as forms specialized in adminis-
trative, economic, or financial services to par-
t ic ipate effec t ively  at  this  f i rst  round of
ENCON1. He also invited consultants, engi-
neering information systems analysts, project
management specialists, and audit and gover-
nance specialists to benefit from this impor-
tant event. He emphasized the excellent busi-
ness development and networking opportuni-
ty that ENCON1’s accompanying exhibition
will provide to sponsoring companies where
they will be able to showcase their specialized
services and technologies. Salman invited all
interested sponsors, organizations, and indi-
viduals to contact the organizing company,
NoufEXPO on their  phone number +965
22469921. They can also send their inquiries
to info@noufexpo.com.kw, or visit ENCON1
website at www.noufexpo.com.kw/encon1.
The Federation of Kuwaiti Engineering Offices
and Consultant Houses may be also contacted
on +965 22420482 or website www.oiace.com.

KUWAIT: Living up to its status as a humanitarian
center, Kuwait continued its relief action and
campaigns to all those in need in the Middle East
region and beyond throughout the just-ended
week. On Sunday, Kuwaiti Embassy in Tanzania
celebrated the installation of six new water wells
in two villages in Tanzania; this takes the total
number of Kuwait-funded wells in the African
country to 35. The wells are part of the ‘water well
for each school’ initiative launched by Kuwait
Embassy in Tanzania and funded by a number of
Kuwaiti bodies and charities. Ambassador to
Tanzania Jassem Al-Najem stressed Kuwait’s
keenness on providing life-saving assistance, edu-
cation, healthcare, clean water to all countries in
need. Najem praised Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS)’s humanitarian actions and continued
cooperation with the embassy in Tanzania, which
resulted in inaugurating 16 wells in a number of
schools in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, in collabora-
tion with other Kuwaiti humanitarian bodies.

On Sunday as well, a Kuwaiti charity kicked off
a humanitarian initiative to support development
in Jerusalem’s sacrosanct Al-Aqsa mosque.
Chairman of Kuwait’s International Islamic
Charitable Organization (IICO) Dr Abdullah Al-
Matouq hailed the endeavor as an effort to pro-
tect holy Islamic sites and to tackle unemploy-
ment through providing jobs.  He revealed that
the campaign was comprised of projects that run
the gamut from educational and food aid to infra-
structure and healthcare development, saying
Kuwait “deplores Israel’s wanton attacks on our
Palestinian brothers.”

Matouq, who is also the UN’s Special Envoy for
Humanitarian Affairs and advisor to Kuwait’s
Amiri Diwan, lamented the fact that around 82
percent of Palestinians in Jerusalem live below
the poverty line. He stressed that coming to the
aid of the Palestinian people was both a humani-
tarian and religious obligation.

Jerusalem
On Monday, Kuwait Red Crescent Society

(KRCS) offered food parcels to Jerusalemites sta-
tioned at the gates of the city since the beginning
of Al-Aqsa crisis, KRCS Secretary General Maha Al-
Barjas said. Barjas added that KRCS has been of
great support to the Palestinian people in various
humanitarian relief aspects. The meals and cold
drinks were offered to the Palestinians stationed
at Al-Aqsa Mosque gates on a daily basis, as the
meals reached 5,000. Kuwait has offered such aid
to alleviate the suffering of the Palestinian people
after Israel’s installment of electronic doors on Al-
Aqsa Holy Mosque and the series of restrictions
on worshippers, she said. On Wednesday, Kuwait
has delivered medical equipment worth $145,000

to a cardiac center in the eastern African nation of
Tanzania. Tanzania’s Minister of Health and
Community Development Ummy Mwalim
received the medical supplies that will be used to
equip an operating room in a cardiac center, read
a statement Kuwait’s embassy in Tanzania. The
medical aid would help prop up the impover-
ished nation’s ailing healthcare sector, where one
out every 100 children is affected by a heart disor-
der, Kuwait’s Ambassador to Tanzania Jassem Al-
Najem revealed. Addressing a ceremony where
the supplies were delivered, Mwalim thanked
Kuwait for the aid, saying that the new equip-
ment would ultimately help save more lives.

Syrian refugees
On Thursday, some 28 trainees have success-

fully completed the first “psychological counsel-
ing” program organized by the “Tarahom” (com-
passion) of Kuwait’s International Islamic Charity
Organization (IICO) aiming to help the Syrian
refugees in Jordan. The graduation ceremony was
held in Amman, attended by Kuwait’s
Ambassador to the Jordan Dr Hamad Al-Duaij,
head of Tarahom Nasser Al-Bassam, the general
supervisor of the IICO office in the Kingdom Khalil
Hamad and representatives from the Jordanian
Islamic Charity Center Society.

The huge effects of the conflict in Syria have
prompted the training program to prepare spe-
cialists in relief and psychological treatment of
the Syrian refugees, envoy Hamad told KUNA on
the sidelines of the event. Since the eruption of
the Syrian crisis, the Kuwaiti official and popular
agencies have been providing due financial and
spiritual aid to the Syrian refugees, in line with the
noble directives of the Kuwaiti higher leadership
to pay utmost attention to the issue, he added.
Tarahom’s adoption of the program has been
motivated by a desire to share the “Syrian broth-
ers” their plight, and offering them psychological
assistance, Bassam said. The psychological coun-
seling training program is among the team’s
major projects in Jordan, he noted.

Meanwhile, head of the psychological sup-
port and the general supervisor of the programs
Dr Othman Al-Asfour, said that during the five-
month training covered how to handle psycho-
logical crises. There are many Syrian refugees
who are suffering psychological setbacks due to
the war at home and the ensued sever impacts
on them, Asfour said. Board Chairman of the
Jordanian Islamic Charity Center Society Dr
Jameel Al-Duissat, lauded Kuwait’s “fruitful”
cooperation for providing the spiritual support
to the Syrian refugees through dispatching psy-
chology specialists and academics to the
Kingdom. —KUNA
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