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Health Minister Dr Jamal Al-Harbi meets with the executive leadership of Georgetown University Hospital.

WASHINGTON: Kuwait’s Health Minister Dr
Jamal Al-Harbi visited Friday Georgetown
University Hospital during which he met with
the executive leadership of the hospital and
met with Kuwaiti patients undergoing treat-
ment there. 

During his visit, Dr Al-Harbi was given a
presentation of the different services the hos-
pital offers in its different departments and dis-
cussed means to further enhance the coopera-
tion and future collaboration. A reception was
also held at the hospital in honor of Dr Harbi,
during which he followed up on the treatment
progress of Kuwaiti patients and listened to a
detailed explanation of their treatment and
recovery plans.

Dr Harbi stressed the importance of his visit
to Georgetown University Hospital, saying he
got a “very positive feedback from our patients
here, where they are very happy not only from
the treatment they are receiving but also the

psychological treatment especially cancer
patients with a tumor who need psychological
support.” He added “we also discussed (with
the hospital’s executive leadership) the
exchange of expertise,” for Kuwaiti doctors to
come here and also for doctors from this hos-
pital to visit Kuwait, as well as nurses “which is
of great importance to enhance and improve
the quality in this regard especially in the
intensive care units.” Other issues discussed
included “ways to improve hospitals manage-
ment, research and the Electronic Medical
Record (EMR),” he noted.

Minister Harbi shed light on the mega hos-
pitals that will inaugurate in Kuwait in the near
future which are Jaber Hospital and Al-Jahraa
Hospital, saying “we invited a team from the
Georgetown University Hospital to visit Kuwait
and visit these hospitals,” and that this reflects
“the very good cooperation between the
Kuwait Healthy Ministry and the Hospital.” 

For his part, President of Georgetown
University Hospital Michael Sachtleben said
“we are so honored to have the Minister here
today.” He added “we are very proud of the
care that we provide here and so thankful to
the Minister and the Kuwaiti people for
entrusting us with the care of their patients
from the youngest to the oldest.”

“Today was a wonderful opportunity for us
to say thank you for that opportunity,” he
remarked. He affirmed “we value our relation-
ship with Kuwait and we look forward to
exploring other opportunities and areas where
we can continue to move forward in our jour-
ney to provide safe, high quality care in part-
nership with the Kuwaiti people.” The Kuwaiti
Health Minister was accompanied during his
visit to the Hospital by his accompanying dele-
gation, the Head of the Kuwait Health Office in
Washington DC Dr Ali El-Enizi and Health
Attache Dr Khaled Abdulghani.  — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Women sports in Kuwait had seen
developments on different levels, as some
women were able to represent their country in
various international tournaments. Despite
these developments, this section of sports
needs more attention and support from the
government, allowing women to officially
engage in sports events rather than rely on
their personal efforts.

As part of the government’s efforts to boost
women sports, Kuwait launched the GCC
ladies Olympics in 2008 at Al-Qadsiya Club.
The tournament involved table tennis, basket-
ball, shooting, taekwondo and athletics back
then, while the types of participating games
reached 12 by now.

Obstacles
Chairperson of Kuwait Women Sport

Federation and head of the GCC Women Sport
Committee Sheikha Naima Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah noted yesterday that women sport was
launched in the 1970s by Sheikh Fahad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, who promoted the idea by

forming ladies’ basketball and volleyball
teams. The lack of women sports clubs in the
country, where Al-Fatat Women Sports Club
was the only place available for girls back
then, played a role in preventing the expan-
sion of women sports, Sheikha Naima, also

head of the West Asia Football Federation’s
(WAFF) Women’s Committee said. She added
that the society’s negative views on women
sports also took part in the slow development
of women sports. Speaking of upcoming tour-
naments, the chairperson said Kuwait is set to

hold the GCC women sports tournament for
the second time in April 2019.  Kuwait will also
organize a local sports league for girls’ teams
from Al-Fatat Women Sports Club, Al-Oyoun
Club and Salwa Club. Meanwhile, she noted
that the Kuwaiti team would take part in the

fourth Arab Women Sports Tournament set for
February 2018 in Sharjah.

On all levels
Chairperson of Al-Fatat Women Sports Club

Sheikha Fariha Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah said the
club is working on developing the athletes’
personalities and skills on all levels, to enable
them to participate in regional and interna-
tional events. Meanwhile, chairperson of the
women’s sports committee and member of
the board of Kuwait Olympic Committee
Fatima Hayat noted that the committee has
set a thorough plan to boost women sports in
the country.

The plan includes developing all sections of
this field in cooperation with the Public
Authority for Sports and forming a national
football team to take part in the 2024 World
Cup qualifying rounds. Moreover, it will
involve launching a campaign to bring aware-
ness towards the importance of women sports
and exert efforts to change society’s negative
ideas on the matter, she added. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry, Acting Minister of Youth Affairs Khalid Al-Roudhan awards the winning team at the conclusion of the second annual Women’s Football Tournament organized by the Public Authority for
Sports last June. (Right) A local team poses with their silver medals after finishing second in a local basketball tournament. — KUNA

Kuwait’s women sports:
Continuous developments

Members of the Kuwait women’s football team practice at the Jaber
Stadium.

A member of Kuwait’s national handball team shoots the ball during a
match against the United Arab Emirates.

Female athletes participate in a practice session.

Kuwait’s women football team participate in a training session.

WASHINGTON: Health Minister Dr Jamal Al-Harbi meets
with some Kuwaiti patients undergoing treatment at
Georgetown University Hospital. — KUNA


