
Envoy attends Iranian

President’s inauguration

TEHRAN: Representative of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, Advisor at Amiri Diwan Yousif Hamad
Al-Ibrahim attended a ceremony yesterday in
Tehran, Iran, where President Hassan Rouhani
took the oath of office for his second term of
presidency. — KUNA

Navy drills planned

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Naval Force is set to carry out
live ammunition exercises today and tomorrow, from
7:00 am until 5:00 pm, the Defense Ministry said on
Friday. The shooting range will be 16.5 nautical miles
east of Ras Al-Julai’a to Qaruh Island, and six nautical
miles east of Ras Azzour to Umm Al-Maradem island,
the ministry added a statement. The ministry urges
sea-goers to steer clear of the area during the period
of the drills just for their own safety. — KUNA

Oil price down

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil barrel dropped 38
cents reaching $48.77 per barrel on Friday, com-
pared to $49.15 pb on Thursday, said Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) yesterday. Meanwhile,
prices rose in the international markets yesterday,
affected by positive US reports on the rise of
demand for energy. West Texas crude went up 43
cents reaching $49.46 pb, while Brent crude future
contracts rose 39 cents to reach $52.40 pb. — KUNA
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In Brief

KUWAIT: Heads of freshly caught hamour (grouper) fish displayed at the main fish market in Sharq yesterday. People buy the fish heads to be used in making traditional stew dishes. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: Kuwait International Bank (KIB)
recently organized its annual blood dona-
tion campaign for its staff, hosting the
Kuwait Central Blood Bank’s mobile unit for
a one-day blood drive at its head office.
The initiative came as part of the bank’s
ongoing humanitarian efforts to promote
general well-being across society, as it con-
tinues to encourage its employees to take
an active role in giving back to their com-
munity whilst also promoting a health-
conscious culture internally.

The blood donation campaign has
become an annual tradition and a land-
mark component of KIB’s social respon-
sibility program, reflecting the bank’s
continuous commitment towards its
local community. 

Within this context, KIB has always
sought to play an active role on the
national landscape, not only as a finan-
cial institution, but as a socially-con-
scious corporate citizen as well. 

“At KIB, we strongly believe in coming
together to help people in need across the
local community. We hope that by encour-
aging our employees to donate blood, we
can also inspire others to contribute to this

cause that can truly make a difference,”
commented Nawaf Najia, Manager of the
Corporate Communications Unit at KIB. 

“By cooperating with the Central
Blood Bank, we managed to provide
donations that will go towards filling
gaps in the supply of certain blood types,
which in turn can help save the lives of
many in need. 

With this campaign, we also sought to
provide our employees with an opportu-
nity to donate blood, given its many
health benefits.” 

Najia pointed out that the one-day
event managed to attract an impressive
turnout of volunteers from amongst KIB
staff, lauding their efforts and their
strong commitment to the bank’s social
responsibility program and playing an
active role in their community. 

It serves to note that KIB is always
keen on organizing a myriad of commu-
nity-based social and humanitarian ini-
tiatives, under the umbrella of the
bank’s all-encompassing social respon-
sibility strategy, as well as its belief in its
humanitarian responsibility to serve all
segments of the community. 

KIB hosts Kuwait Central

Blood Bank’s mobile unit

KUWAIT: Information about
legal cases will be available
via special  electronic
devices, to be set up in all
Kuwaiti districts soon, the
Minister of Justice said. 

A single apparatus is
already operating on testing
basis at the documentation
department (block 15) at the
ministries’ complex in Al-
Assima (the capital), said Dr
Faleh Al-Azb, also Minister of
State for National Assembly
Affairs, in a statement yesterday.

The self-service information terminals’
project, currently under execution, aims to
enable citizens and expatriates have easy

access to information about
legal cases, arrest warrants
and travel ban orders.
Minister Azb indicated that
the new service would be
part of a package of digital
projects and services to be
launched in the near future.

The terminals ,  to  be
established at all the min-
istry ’s buildings, will pro-
vide information about libel
cases,  he said indicating
that the next phases of the

projec t  would feature  ser v ices  for
lawyers and companies, possibility to
pay fines and fees with maximum secre-
cy security. — KUNA

KUWAIT: EQUATE Petrochemical Company, a
global  producer  of  petrochemicals,
announced its partnership with Omniya in an
aim to protect the environment and reduce
waste by promoting the recycling of plastic
water bottles in Kuwait. 

EQUATE’s Senior Executive of Corporate
Communications and Government Affairs Dr Abeer
Sulaiman Al-Omar:  “Sustainability, which includes
the environment, is a core element at EQUATE, and

we always seek oppor-
tunities that would sup-
port our efforts. Along
those lines, we have
developed EQUATE’s
Sustainability Strategy,
to be fulfilled by 2025,
which is aligned with
the UN Sustainable
Development Goals
and the Kuwait
National Development
Plan 2035. Our partner-
ships with different
stakeholders are key

elements to achieve this strategy to ensure overall
sustainability in Kuwait and with global reach.” In
parallel, the General Manager of Omniya’s PET1
Recycling Factory, Farah Shabaan, said: “On behalf
of Omniya we would like to thank EQUATE for their
trust and support in this project.”

EQUATE Sustainability Committee Member
Asrar Mohammad said, “Our alliance with Omniya
marks a strategic local partnership to ensure a

positive impact on the environment. This partner-
ship encourages utilizing the complete lifecycle
of plastics, such as bottles, which would reduce
waste and support different business sectors.”

This joint initiative commenced in the begin-
ning of 2017 by placing PET recycling containers
at EQUATE’s headquarters and industrial com-

plex to encourage all employees to participate in
the recycling efforts. Additionally, EQUATE spon-
sored the purchase of a truck to pick-up recycled
material throughout Kuwait, as well as 10 recy-
cling bottle booths that are currently distributed
across the country to encourage the public to
recycle plastic bottles.

Justice Minister provides

digital service in all areas

ANKARA: Kuwaitis made up two percent of
total visitors to Turkey’s cosmopolitan city of
Istanbul in the first half of this year, accord-
ing to official statistics. Around 4.38 million
foreign tourists visited Istanbul in the first
half of 2017, a one percent decline from a
year earlier, while the number of Arab visi-
tors had risen by 22 percent as compared to

last year, reports showed. Meanwhile,
German holidaymakers top the list of visitors
to Istanbul with 9.2 percent, followed by
Iranians with 7.7 percent and Russians, who
make up 4.6 percent. Istanbul has lost
around 26 percent of tourists over the past
year, the sharpest decline in the number of
visitors since the year 2000. — KUNA

Kuwaitis account for 2 percent

of Istanbul visitors in 2017: Reports

Dr Faleh Al-Azb

EQUATE promotes sustainability

by introducing recycling initiative

Dr Abeer Al-Omar

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The legal committee formed to restudy
the new insurance law completed the final draft of
the proposed law, and it is expected the National
Assembly will approve it before the end of the year.
The new law will be the launchpad for regulating
Kuwait’s insurance market 55 years after the current
law was issued in 1961. The new law keeps fees and
commissions within the citizen’s budget, while pre-
senting new quality services that take into account
variables in the market. Government statistics show
there are 11 conventional insurance companies and
14 takaful companies, besides 10 foreign and Arab
companies and one re-insurance firm. There are 94
brokering companies, and 64 branches.

Resignations
Educational statistics show the number of

employees who resigned from the education min-

istry or were sent to retirement during the past sev-
en years reached 14,915 persons from all education
areas. The stats show that 53 percent of those who
resigned during this period include 7,824 teachers
and administrators, and 47 percent are non-
Kuwaitis (7,091).

Social reform
MP Safaa Al-Hashim said revoking the license

of the Social Reform Society and the Cultural
Society is a national demand. She said on her
Twitter account: “All our troubles came through
these societies!” She said that as long as these
societies mix religion with politics, “we will not
be safe”. MP Jamaan Al-Harbash slammed the
incitement against the Social Reform Society and
Cultural Society.

Entertainment City
Touristic Enterprises Company CEO

Abdelwahab Al-Marzouq sent a letter to Kuwait
Municipality with regards to developing and
expanding the new Entertainment City project.
Marzouq detailed the budget of licensing and con-
struction areas of all elements of the project along
with the technical and financial study. 

The works will be in three stages; Dec 2021:
Receiving the main Entertainment City complex
along with a 3-star hotel; Dec 2022: Receiving
the water games park along with 4- and 5-star
hotel; and in 2023, a 5-star hotel, in addition to
the marine works.

Gas stations
Oil Minister Essam Al-Marzouq said Kuwait

National Petroleum Company is working hard to
have gas stations all over the country to present
their services to all motorists, adding that 12 loca-
tions were allocated lately in Jahra and Farwaniya
governorates.

New insurance fees to be

within citizens’ budget

Lawmaker wants societies’ licenses revoked


