
LONDON: Olympic champion Nafi Thiam soared into the lead of the
heptathlon at the IAAF World Championships in London yesterday. The
Belgian university student cleared 1.95m in the high jump
to end the morning’s session on 2,215 points, eight
ahead of Cuban Yorgelis Rodriguez, who improved her
high jump best by 8cm as she matched Thiam.
Dutchwoman Nadine Visser topped times for the open-
ing 100m hurdles, Thiam chipping in with the 11th
fastest time. Britain’s Katarina Johnson-Thompson was
sixth in the hurdles, but flopped badly in the high
jump, managing a best of only 1.80m, far off
her personal best of 1.98m. The heptathletes
round off later with the shot put and 200m,
before tackling the long jump, javelin and
800m today. — AFP
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LONDON: Olympic triathlon champion Alistair Brownlee confirmed
yesterday he will be sidelined for the rest of the year after hip surgery.
Brownlee, who has moved up from triathlon to tackle the Ironman
70.3 series this year, had been left with no choice but to have the pro-
cedure after battling with the injury for several years. Posting on
Instagram alongside a picture of himself in the Yorkshire Dales,
Brownlee said: “After years of struggling with a chronic hip problem, I
go under the knife. It has been a tough decision but suffering from an
acute flare I am left with little option. “Unfortunately it will take me
away from competing for the rest of the year but I hope it will enable
me to continue doing what I love for many years to come. In the
meantime I’ll get to enjoy a bit of Yorkshire relaxation which is a rare
treat.” Brownlee returned to triathlon in June to win the World Series
event in Leeds and had earned a place at the Ironman 70.3 World
Championship after winning on his debut in Utah in May.— AFP
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MADRID: Cristiano Ronaldo told a Spanish court he “would like to return
to England” due to his tax troubles in Spain, Spanish radio station

Cadena Ser reported yesterday. The Real Madrid star was called to
testify in court on Monday over accusations he evaded 14.7 mil-

lion euros ($17.3 million) in tax on his image rights via a com-
plicated web of shell companies based in the British Virgin

Islands and Ireland. However, Ronaldo has insisted he did
not create a “special structure” to manage his image rights
when he moved to Real in 2009 but simply maintained
the one set up in 2004 while he was at Manchester

United. That structure had been recommended to the
Portuguese captain by United via their specialist sports
lawyer Chris Farnell. “Chris told me it was what all the foot-

ballers did and I didn’t want to be an exception,”
Ronaldo added in court.—AFP
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TOKYO: TOYOTA GAZOO Racing took its first-
ever podium in the 6 Hours of Nu¸rburgring in
a challenging fourth round of the 2017 FIA
World Endurance Championship (WEC). The
pole position-winning #7 TS050 Hybrid of
Mike Conway, Kamui Kobayashi, and Jose
Maria Lopez claimed the third position after
leading the early stages and setting the fastest
lap of the race. The #8 car of Sebastien Buemi,
Anthony Davidson, and Kazuki Nakajima fin-
ished fourth in the race.

“We are delighted to have secured a podi-
um finish at the 6 Hours of Nurburgring, and I
would like to congratulate the drivers, engi-
neers, and support staff for putting on a good
race, “said Takayuki Yoshitsugu, Chief

Representative, Middle East and North Africa
Representative Office, Toyota Motor
Corporation. “At Toyota, we hold a shared
belief that participating in racing events like
the World Endurance Championship, which
put our people and cars to the ultimate test, is
key to developing our human resources and
making ‘ever-better cars’. We deeply appreciate
the support we have received from our fans,
and we look forward to enjoying their contin-
ued backing through the rest of the season.” 

On this occasion, Toshio Sato, Team
President, said, “Nurburgring has again been a
challenging race for us. We showed good one-
lap speed, and we enjoyed the close fight with
the race winner, but the car balance changed

during the race, and this means we lost some
performance. Today’s race was really a damage
limitation exercise in terms of the World
Championship. We believe we will be stronger
during the rest of the season in North America
and Asia, when the target will be to close the
gap and fight for the World Championship.”

After light rain in the morning, the fourth of
nine championship rounds was held in dry
conditions. The race began in the worst possi-
ble way for car #8 when a fuel pump problem
prevented Sebastien taking the start normally.
After a very slow formation lap, he was forced
to pit to fit a new fuel pump, losing eight min-
utes and five laps. 

While Kamui led the opening stages in the

#7 from pole position, Sebastien began the #8
car’s fight back. The battle for the lead was
enthralling, with Kamui keeping the two com-
petitor cars behind during the first hour before
handing over to Jose Maria at the first pit stops.

After 80 minutes of fierce racing, the #7
dropped to third place, but Jose Maria fought
back and kept the pressure on. At the start of
his second stint, with two hours completed, he
was within two seconds of the race leader.
However, as the race wore on, a change of
aerodynamic performance negatively affected
both cars. With little realistic prospect of a
change of positions, the two TS050 hybrids
focused on completing a clean race to secure
the valuable World Championship points.

Kamui took the chequered flag for the #7
car in third, earning the team’s fourth podium
of the season, 1min 4.768secs behind the win-
ner. After a fighting drive back to fourth,
Kazuki finished the race for the #8 car five laps
down. That result means Toyota stays in the
fight for the manufacturers’ World
Championship. The #8 crew lead the challenge
in the drivers’ standings and are now 30 points
away from the leaders.

The Nurburgring race marked the end of
the European leg of the WEC season, with the
teams heading to North America next for races
in Mexico City (September 3th) and Austin
(September 16th), prior to the final three races
of 2017, which will take place in Asia.

TOYOTA GAZOO racing earns first ever podium finish at Nurburgring

WASHINGTON: Kei Nishikori of Japan competes with Tommy Paul of USA at William H.G. FitzGerald Tennis Center on Fridat in Washington. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Top-10 rivals Kei Nishikori and
Alexander Zverev advanced to a semi-final
showdown at the ATP and WTA Citi Open on
Friday while second-ranked Simona Halep
retired with heat fatigue. Ninth-ranked
Nishikori ,  the 2015 champion on the
Washington hardcourts, saved three match
points in a tension-packed second set before
rallying to beat 225th-ranked American 20-year-
old Tommy Paul 3-6, 7-6 (10/8), 6-4 after two
hours and 40 minutes.

“It was a great battle,” Nishikori said. “He
almost had it. Happy to win.” Zverev, a 20-year-
old German seeking his fourth ATP title of the
year and ranked a career-high eighth, took only
57 minutes to eliminate Russia’s Daniil
Medvedev 6-2, 6-4. “I felt so good from the
start,” Zverev said. “It was a great match for me. 

It’s just all coming together now.” It will be
the first career meeting between Nishikori and
Zverev. “I’m sure it’s going to be a tough match,”
Nishikori said. He has been playing really well.”
“Kei has been in the top 10 for a long time now,”
Zverev said. “He’s going to be a tough test on
the hardcourts.”

The other semi-final sends US eighth seed
Jack Sock-a 7-5, 6-4 winner over Canadian third
seed Milos Raonic-against South African 15th
seed Kevin Anderson, who blasted 21 aces to

defeat 200th-ranked Indian qualifier Yuki
Bhambri 6-4, 4-6, 6-3, after ousting top seed
Dominic Thiem on Thursday.

“I definitely have the belief in myself that I’m
able to win this tournament,” Anderson said. “If I
play my best tennis I have a chance to do very
well.” A day after complaining that severe heat
left her feeling “a bit dead,” French Open runner-
up Halep quit her quarter-final match in even
more scorching conditions, allowing Russian
seventh seed Ekaterina Makarova to advance 2-
6, 6-3, 1-0. “It was just the heat. I felt a little bit
sick and I couldn’t continue,” Halep said. “I had a
headache and I felt sick.”

KEI’S EXPERIENCE PAYS OFF 
Nishikori’s second-set drama intensified

when Paul, in only his sixth career ATP main
draw, hit a cross-court winner for an 8-7 tie-
breaker edge. But Paul followed with a wide
forehand, a backhand beyond the baseline and
a miss-hit, handing Nishikori the set after 73
grueling minutes.

“For sure he got a l ittle bit tight,” said
Nishikori.  “But those points I played good
points. I didn’t make any unforced errors. Very
focused. Experience worked well  for me.”
Nishikori, in his first event since a third-round
Wimbledon exit, broke in the third game of the

final set and held serve from there to eliminate
Paul, who reached his first career ATP quarter-
final last week in Atlanta.

“It was a tough match but it was a lot of fun,”
Paul said. “It was awesome. I didn’t want to leave
the court when I was done.” Nishikori hasn’t won
an ATP title in 18 months, making his 30th start
this week since winning last year at Memphis, a
run that includes six losses in finals.

Raonic’s title drought reached 19 months
and 30 events after falling to Sock. The 2014
Washington winner last lifted an ATP trophy in
2016 at Brisbane.

‘CRAZY HOT AND HUMID’ 
US eighth seed Sock won 12 of the last 14

points over Raonic in the first set and broke the
Canadian in the penultimate game of the sec-
ond on the way to an 85-minute victory. “I was
able to scrap out some balls and stay in some
points to finish it off,” Sock said. “It has been
crazy humid and hot.”

Sock has a 2-1 career edge on Anderson,
winning their most recent meeting in last year’s
Auckland semi-final. Top seed Halep broke
Makarova three times to take the first set in 30
minutes, but the Russian battled back to win
the second set and broke to open the third
before Halep retired.—AFP

Nishikori escapes upset bid, 

faces Zverev in semi-final

Walker take two-shot lead,

Spieth, McIlroy in hunt

LOS ANGELES: Jimmy Walker, gearing up
for his PGA Championship title defense,
fired a five-under par 65 on Friday to take a
two-shot lead at the halfway stage of the
World Golf Championships Bridgestone in
Akron, Ohio.

Walker shook off lengthy weather delays
as thunderstorms disrupted action at
Firestone Country Club. He carded six
birdies with just one bogey en route to a
36-hole total of seven-under 133.

Walker edged ahead of overnight leader
Thomas Pieters of Belgium when he rolled
in an eight footer for birdie at the 15th.
Pieters then fell further back with a bogey
at the par-three 15th, where he was unable
to get up and down from a bunker.

He had two birdies and two bogeys in
an even par 70 for 135.  “I played decent,”
Pieters said. “I hit plenty of greens-I think a
bit less than yesterday. The driver was still a
little bit off. Ball striking’s been good, same
today. Missed a couple short ones on 17
and 18, but rolling the putter nicely, so
looking forward to this weekend.” It was a
further stroke back to Rory McIlroy, Zach
Johnson and Hideki Matsuyama on 136.

McIlroy, playing his first tournament
since sacking longtime caddie J.P.
Fitzgerald as he tries to turn around a so-far
disappointing season, chipped in for birdie
at the 16th en route to a one-under 69
while Japan’s Matsuyama and America’s
Johnson both shot 67.

“Once we got back out there after the
delay, I think everybody felt a little flat,”
McIlroy said of playing after the afternoon

delay of more than three hours.
“I didn’t help myself by missing a few

chances as soon as we came back out.
Luckily I  found one birdie coming in.”
Australian Jason Day turned in a four-under
66 to join a group of six players on 137 that
also included British Open champion
Jordan Spieth, who signed for a 70.

Day had charged up the leaderboard
with four birdies in his first five holes and
five birdies on the front nine.

But he appeared to tweak his trouble-
some back, and had two bogeys and a
birdie coming in.

MARATHON DAY 
Organizers had moved up tee times in a

bid to beat the weather and Walker, who
was diagnosed with debilitating Lyme
Disease in April, admitted the day “did feel
like a marathon”.

But he added that for him it was “a great
day”.  “(I) played solid, hit it well, made
some putts-just solid, a solid day of golf.”

Walker, who hasn’t lifted a trophy since
making his major breakthrough at last
year’s PGA Championship, hasn’t contend-
ed on the big stage this year. He missed the
cut at the US Open and finished tied for
54th at the British Open, and said he wasn’t
thinking about his title defense at Quail
Hollow next week. “It’s just important for
me to have a good week,” he said. “I haven’t
had too many this year, it’s been kind of
rough. But things have been trending, I feel
like, and hopefully this is shades of things
to come.” — AFP

AKRON: Jordan Spieth acknowledges the crowd as he walks to the 18th green during
the second round of the World Golf Championships - Bridgestone Invitational at
Firestone Country Club South Course on Friday in Akron, Ohio. —AFP


