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PARIS: Brazil superstar Neymar received a hero’s welcome from the Paris
Saint-Germain faithful yesterday as he vowed to win “lots of trophies”
following his world record transfer.  The 25-year-old was presented to
fans at the club’s Parc des Princes stadium ahead of their opening Ligue
1 match of the new campaign against Amiens.  “Thank you! I’m very hap-
py, I’m delighted to be here for this new challenge,” said Neymar as fire-
works went off around him and fans chanted his name over and again.

“I want to win lots of trophies with you and I need your support
to win these trophies,” added the former Barcelona and

Santos star. “Paris is magic!” he said in French before
calling out the club’s motto: “Ici, c’est Paris!”-Here,

it’s Paris.
Hopes the Brazil captain would make his debut

for the club were dashed by red tape as his
international transfer certificate wasn’t

lodged in time with the French league,
meaning he would have to watch his new
team-mates from the stands against
Amiens.
But PSG had already started to recuper-
ate part of his mammoth transfer fee

on Friday when he was officially
unveiled as the most expensive

player in history at 222 million
euros ($264m). The club sold
more than 10,000 shirts with his
name and No.10 on the back on

Friday, bringing in around one
million euros.
They also expected to sell
another 15,000 shirts yester-
day while a 45,000 sell-out
crowd would watch the
opening game of the sea-
son.  And money was the

subject of most of the questions fired at the Brazilian when he was
unveiled to the media on Friday after arriving in the French capital on a
private jet to sign a five-year contract with the Qatari-owned club.
“I want something bigger, a greater challenge,” said Neymar, who is poised
to earn around 30 million euros a year. Neymar admitted that leaving
Barcelona, where he formed part of a lethal attacking trio with Lionel
Messi and Luis Suarez, was not a decision he took lightly.
“It was one of my most difficult decisions. In Barcelona I had adapted well
to the city and the team. I had friends there and it has not been easy,” he
said. “It was a tense time, thinking about what I should do in my life. I have
left behind a lot of friends, but things go very fast in football.”

‘NOT TWO NEYMARS’ 
Neymar will become the second highest-paid player in the world-behind
Carlos Tevez and his 38 million euros a year at Shanghai Shenhua but
ahead of Cristiano Ronaldo’s 23.6 million euros annual salary at Real
Madrid.  The transfer fee shattered the previous world record of 105 mil-
lion euros set by Manchester United in signing France midfielder Paul
Pogba last year from Juventus.
It is an eye-watering sum, but one that PSG president Nasser Al-Khelaifi
insisted will eventually look like a bargain for the player who came third in
the Ballon d’Or in 2015 behind Messi and Ronaldo.  “There are not two
Neymars in the world. I would love for us to meet in two years and see
what his value will be compared to today. At least double,” said Al-Khelaifi.
“I don’t think it’s expensive, I’m convinced we are going to earn more
money with him. It’s a project of two brands: we’re associating the Neymar
brand and the PSG brand.” There is scepticism at the role played by PSG’s
owners Oryx Qatar Sports Investments (QSI) at a time of political crisis for
the energy-rich state which has been boycotted by its Gulf neighbours in
recent months and will play host to the World Cup in 2022.
But on Saturday, Al-Khelaifi was focused more on success on the pitch as
he hopes Neymar will help PSG win back the Ligue 1 crown they lost to
Monaco last year, and finally land the coveted Champions League.  “We
have a great star, a great player here with us today,” he said.
“Now we’re going to work hard to win lots of trophies.”  — AFP

Neymar pledges ‘lots of 
trophies’ to PSG fans

PARIS: Neymar’s world record 222 million euro ($264
million) transfer fee may look expensive, but it will
end up earning a great deal of money for Paris Saint-
Germain, club president Nasser Al-Khelaifi insisted
yesterday.

Neymar, 25, is among the world’s finest players
and will help the ambitious Ligue 1 club gain the suc-
cess it craves in Europe. But the eye-popping fee left
many experts divided over whether it was good busi-
ness or a risky financial gamble.

“I don’t think it’s expensive, I’m convinced we are
going to earn more money with him. It’s a project of
two brands: We’re associating the Neymar brand and
the PSG brand,” Al-Khelaifi said.

And the incredible commercial potential of the for-
mer Barcelona star was visible after his first day at the
club, with a rush on PSG shops on the Champs-
Elysees and Parc des Princes to purchase his coveted
number 10 jersey.

The French club had already clawed back around a
million euros on their world-record investment in just
one day thanks to selling a staggering 10,000 shirts
bearing the Brazilian’s name, costing 140 euros each.

The club are also expected to sell a further 15,000
Neymar shirts on Saturday, when he was presented to
the fans at the Parc des Princes ahead of their Ligue 1
opener against Amiens.

The merging of the brands appears to have com-
mercial potential too.

PSG deputy managing director Frederic
Longuepee told AFP that the  club was valued at 1 bil-
lion euros and has “200 million fans around the
world”.

As for the Neymar brand, the player has 30 million
Twitter followers, 60 million on Facebook and a
whopping 78 million on Instagram-second only to
Real Madrid superstar Cristiano Ronaldo.

“With Neymar, PSG will sell a great deal of shirts
and have all kinds of commercial partnerships in
France and around the world, but it is difficult to
measure how much,” Jean-Pascal Gayant, Professor of
Economics at the University of Le Mans, told AFP.

Gayant believes that while the transfer fee may
look “risky”, the club would swiftly renegotiate its
existing commercial and spon-
sorship contracts to benefit
from the Neymar effect.

‘HIS VALUE WILL DOUBLE’ 
“There are not two

Neymars in the world. I would love for us to meet in
two years and see what his value will be compared to
today. At least double,” boasted Al-Khelaifi.

Pundits in England suggest part of the transfer fee
gold rush is fuelled by a belief prices will indeed rise
sharply, but not everyone agrees.

“Not much surprises me anymore, but 400 million
(euros) would do the trick. 

In sporting terms, physically he is at his peak value
now, in our way of calculating a player’s value. The
optimum is around 26 or 27-years-old (he’s 25),” said
Loic Ravenel, a researcher with the Football
Observatory.

“Over the next five years his value will rise but,
maybe not to those summits,” he told AFP of Al-
Khelaifi’s predictions. 

And the Football Observatory estimated Neymar’s
value using their  algorithm  which they can apply to
any footballer in Europe-at 210.7 million euros. 

“The most added value would be with (Kylian)
Mbappe, (Paul) Pogba, or (Anthony) Martial, players at
21-22 (18, 24 and 21 in fact), and who can still be
resold at 26, which is the case in point with Neymar,”
the expert insisted.

“But maybe by then another young footballer may
have come along and replaced him, maybe someone
even better, attracting the media and the sponsors.”

Former Argentina coach Marcelo Bielsa, now with
French side Lille, believes Neymar is value for money.

“If one considers what he brings or produces noth-
ing that is invested is exaggerated. According to this
logic, Neymar is not expensive,” said Bielsa.

Former Barcelona vice-president Marc Ingla hailed
Neymar’s signing as a new dawn for the French
league.

“It’s exciting, it’s very good news for French foot-
ball,” said Spaniard Ingla, now director general at Lille.

“I have great belief in Ligue 1 and its ability to pro-
duce great talents.  For me, France is like the Brazil of
Europe. Neymar is an accelerator of the image of
Ligue 1 which he can bring to wider television audi-
ences.” On the pitch, PSG are hoping Neymar can help
them win back the Ligue 1 title they lost to Monaco
last season, and also finally get their hands on the
Champions League trophy. — AFP

Neymar deal makes financial 
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Brazilian soccer star Neymar walks away with the chairman of Paris Saint-Germain Nasser Al-Khelaifi,
left, following a press conference in Paris Friday. — AP
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