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SAINT-AIGNAN-SUR-CHER, France: The
first baby panda born in France is in good
health  and feeding from its mother, staff at
Beauval Zoo said yesterday, as they came to
terms with losing its twin. Zookeepers were
on alert to ensure that the surviving panda
cub of twins born on Friday makes it
through the crucial first week of its life. "The
first week is the most difficult because it is
still very fragile," the zoo's chief vet Baptiste
Mulot said yesterday morning. But the early
signs appeared to be good.

"He is breastfeeding from his mother,
we'll see if we have to supplement that
with milk brought by the two Chinese car-
ers," he added. The Chinese team, from the
centre for breeding pandas in Chengdu,
Sichuan province, southwest China, had
already given the panda three bottle feeds,
giving it somewhere between 1-1.3 mil-
limeters of milk. Huan Huan "is a very pro-
tective mother, which is very good, but that
complicates the work of the Chinese carers
a bit when it comes to taking the cub away
every two hours," said Mulot.

There was joy and pain Friday as the
zoo's only female panda gave birth to
twins, but one died soon afterwards. Huan
Huan, on loan to Beauval zoo in central
France from China, delivered the first cub at
10:18 pm (2018 GMT) and the second at
10:32. But soon after birth, the first, which
weighed just 121 grams, began having
problems breathing and died despite the
best efforts of zoo staff.

'Too weak to survive' 
"It was too weak to survive. The Chinese

experts, who have experience of this, saw it
straight away," zoo director Rodolphe
Delord said. "Our veterinary teams did
everything they could to save it, but it was
too small, too weak." But he said the second
twin, which weighed in at a healthier 142.4
grams, was in "perfect health". The cub
stayed mainly with his mother, but when-
ever it was taken away from her it was
immediately put in an incubator, said chief
vet Mulot. That allowed the Chinese carers
to weigh it and wash it and supplement the
mother's feeding with milk from a bottle. 

For the moment, the cub is known sim-
ply has "Mini Yuan Zi", after its father.
Visitors to the zoo were delighted at the
news of the birth. "I'm so happy that a baby
panda was born here because later, I want
to work here," said 13-year-old Marion, who
made a special trip with her parents from
the southern city of Avignon. Visitors will
have to wait three months to see the family
in their enclosure, when the baby panda
will have opened its eyes and be covered in
hair. In the meantime, visitors can watch a
film of the pandas on giant screens. 

Nine-year-old Huan Huan and her male
partner Yuan Zi arrived at Beauval zoo in
January 2012 on a 10-year loan from China
after intense negotiations between Paris and
Beijing. Breeding pandas is notoriously diffi-
cult and this is the first time a cub has been
born in France. The female panda is only in
heat once a year for about 48 hours. The ges-
tation period for pandas is a mere 50 days.
Huan Huan (meaning "happy") and Yuan Zi
("chubby") are the only giant pandas living
in France. The pair were brought together in
February, in the hope they would mate, but
it didn't happen. In the end, the zoo per-
formed an artificial insemination. If all goes
well with the birth, the surviving cub will
leave Beauval in the next two to three years
to be returned to China. — AFP

France's surviving baby 
panda in perfect health

FRANCE: A veterinarian holds the second of twin cubs born to panda Huan
Huan in Saint-Aignan-sur-Cher, central France. — AFP

MANILA: Some 2,000 mothers in the Philippines breastfed
their babies in public yesterday in a gathering aimed at
cutting infant deaths and dispelling taboos over the prac-
tice. To the upbeat sounds of local pop songs, hundreds of
mothers suckled their babies inside a cavernous Manila
stadium, some of them multitasking by feeding two chil-
dren at the same time. Organizers of the annual event said
they aimed to encourage Filipina mothers to exclusively
breastfeed their babies for the first six months to lower the
country's high infant mortality rate.

"In the Philippines we still have a very low infant breast-
feeding rate," Ros Macachor, an organizer for the non-gov-
ernment advocacy group Breastfeeding Pinays said.
Macachor said Filipina mothers typically breastfeed their
newborns only for the first 24 days, then switch to com-
mercial infant formula which is ubiquitous and heavily
marketed by powerful conglomerates. A WHO study pub-

lished in 2013 found only 34 percent of Filipino infants
younger than six months were exclusively breastfed, and
an "alarming" 36 percent were fed infant formula.

This was due to "aggressive marketing by milk compa-
nies" to counter laws designed to encourage breastfeed-
ing, the country report added. The UN Children's Fund said
28 out of every 1,000 Filipinos die under the age of five.
While that marks a significant improvement from the 56
per 1000 deaths recorded in 1990 it remains above the
country's stated goal of lowering infant mortality rates to
19 per 1,000. 

Macachor said similar mass breastfeeding events would
help combat stereotypes and encourage mothers to exer-
cise their right and shrug off taboos against nursing babies
in public. "They should not be intimidated by people
telling them to go breastfeed in the toilets, which is unsan-
itary," she added. — AFP 

2,000 Philippine moms show 
breastfeeding is best for babies

MANILA: Mothers participate in a breastfeeding event in Manila. — AFP

NEW YORK: US regulators on
Friday warned a New York fertility
doctor to stop marketing an
experimental procedure that
uses DNA from three people - a
mother, a father and an egg
donor - to avoid certain genetic
diseases. The doctor, John Zhang,
used the technique to help a
Jordanian couple have a baby
boy last year. According to the
Food and Drug Administration,
Zhang said his companies
wouldn't use the technology in
the US again without permission,
yet they continue to promote it.

The procedure is not
approved in the US, and
Congress has barred the FDA
from even reviewing proposals
to conduct such experiments. A
receptionist at Zhang's New
Hope Fertility Clinic in New York
said late Friday that no one was
available to comment. Zhang
heads the clinic and a related
company, Darwin Life Inc. New
Hope's website touts having
achieved the "first live birth"
using this technology, along with
other advanced fertility treat-
ments it offers. The FDA's letter to
Zhang cites several other market-
ing claims, including a reference
to "the first proven treatment for
certain genetic disorders."

The birth of the boy was dis-
closed last September. The moth-
er carries DNA that could have
given her child Leigh syndrome,
a severe neurological disorder
that usually kills within a few
years of birth. The experimental
technique involves removing
some of the mother's DNA from
an egg, and leaving the disease-
causing DNA behind. The healthy
DNA gets slipped into a donor's

egg, which is then fertilized. As a
result, the baby inherits DNA
from both parents and the egg
donor - producing what's been
called "three-parent babies" -
though the DNA contribution
from the egg donor is very small.

People carry DNA in two
places, the nucleus of the cell
and in structures called mito-
chondria, which lie outside the
nucleus. The technique is
designed to transfer only DNA of
the nucleus to the donor egg. A
medical journal report on the
case said the procedure was
done at the New York clinic and
the embryo was taken to Mexico,
where it was implanted. The pro-
cedure isn't illegal in Mexico. Last
year, a report from a panel of US
government advisers said it is
ethical to begin testing this
approach in pregnancy as long
as the first studies follow strict
safety steps. 

The studies must include
women at high risk of passing on
a severe disease and, at first,
implant only male embryos, so
the alterations wouldn't pass to
future generations. The FDA had
requested the report, though
the law against such experi-
ments remains in force. British
regulators last year approved
"cautious use" of the technique,
and this year issued its first
license to use it. The child born
last year through Zhang's clinic
is not the first to inherit DNA
from three people. In the 1990s,
some children were born after
researchers used a different
technique. But federal regulators
intervened, and the field's inter-
est now has passed to the new
approach. — AP

WASHINGTON: Long before dinosaurs
roamed the Earth, a bizarre creature with
a Venus flytrap-like head swam the seas.
Scientists have uncovered fossils of a tiny
faceless prehistoric sea worm with 50
spines jutting out of its head. When some
unsuspecting critter came too close, its
jaw-like spines snapped together and
dinner was served. The discovery report-
ed in Thursday's journal Current Biology
offers a glimpse into the Cambrian explo-
sion of life on Earth about 541 million
years ago.

The new creature dubbed Capinatator
praetermissus is so different that scien-
tists said the fossils represent not only a
new species, but a new genus - a larger
grouping of life - as well. It was only 4
inches long and its spines were about
one-third of an inch long. It feasted on
smaller plankton and shrimp-like crea-
tures. It is an ancestor of a group of
marine arrow worms called chaetognatha
that are abundant in the world's oceans. 

The prehistoric version was larger and
with far more spines in its facial armory
but without the specialized teeth of its
descendants, said Derek Briggs of Yale

University who led a team that discov-
ered the trove of fossils in two national
parks in British Columbia, Canada. "The
spines are like miniature hooks, although
more gently curved. They were stiff rather
than flexible," Briggs said in an email. "It's
hard to say why there are so many spines
in the fossil example - but presumably
thus armed it was a successful predator."

Capinatator - whose name translates
to grasping swimmer - lived 500 million
years ago at a time when creatures started

getting bigger and more diverse. It's diffi-
cult to find complete fossils belonging to
the chaetognatha family because they
decayed easily, said Briggs. This latest find,
however, was so good that even soft tis-
sue was saved, giving scientists a good
idea about what Capinatator looked like.
The discovery expands scientists' knowl-
edge of a "pretty enigmatic" group of ani-
mals from the Cambrian era, said
Smithsonian paleobiologist Doug Erwin,
who had no role in the research.—AP

Scientists ID tiny prehistoric 
sea worm with 50 head spines

WASHINGTON: In this illustration by Marianne Collins/Royal Ontario Museum
shows a Capinatator praetermissus. —  AP
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