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IRBIL: Mosul, one of the largest cities in
Iraq, is suffering the aftermath of nine
months of military operations to end
the control of the so-called Islamic State
(IS). As the military action came to an
end, it was obvious that the city has
endured great damage, mainly in its
western part, which represents the
city’s ancient history.

Having been under IS’ siege for three
years, Mosul has become a deserted
city with its key location ‘the old city’
being in ruins, Iraqi MP Talib Al-
Meamari, who represents Mosul at the
Council of Representatives of Iraq, said
yesterday. There are over 300 schools in
need of reconstruction, while the over-
all damage in the city is about 80 per-
cent, he noted. Iraqi MPs are signing a
petition to announce Mosul as a “disas-
ter area,” he added.

Meanwhile, spokesman of Iraq’s
Ministry of Planning Abduzzahra Al-

Hindawi said the government has set a
10-year plan to reconstruct Mosul, with
an estimated cost of $100 billion. His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah announced
last Tuesday that Kuwait is willing to
host an international conference to
reconstruct liberated Iraqi cities before
the end of 2017.

The city took damage in all its vital
governmental bodies and buildings.
Those include banks, markets, schools,
universities, military headquarters and
houses. Mosul’s electricity and water net-
works, as well as main roads were also
damaged by about 90 percent.

Prior to the military operation to lib-
erate Mosul, the city was home to over
two million people. since the launch of
the ‘Battle of Mosul,’ about 920,000 had
fled, according to statistics published by
Iraq’s Ministry of Displacement and
Migration. —KUNA

Iraq’s Mosul, devastated city 
in need of reconstruction

MOSUL: The Kuwaiti media delegation including (from left) Editor-in-Chief of Kuwait Times Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan, Editor-in-Chief of Al-Anbaa Yousef Al-Marzouq, Kuwait Journalists
Association Trustee Adnan Al-Rashed, Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) Deputy Director General for Editorial Affairs and Editor-in-Chief Saad Al-Ali and KUNA reporter in Kurdistan Mukhlis
Khishnaw visit Mosul after its liberation. —  KUNA

Al-Nuri mosque in Mosul.

A destroyed bridge in Mosul. Mosul’s hospital.
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Despite the victory over terrorism, Mosul has paid much
for it and there needs time to rebuild, he said. “We congrat-
ulate the Iraqi people on the victory against terrorism on
the one hand, and on the other, we regret what we saw,” Ali
said.  The reconstruction process needs determination and
hard work for decades as people of Mosul need to be reha-
bilitated psychologically and socially due to dispersion and
destruction, he added.

The delegation’s visit reflects the professionalism of

Kuwaiti media, underlined Ali, pointing out that it was an
opportunity for those newspapers to deliver their views on
the city to their readers, especially before the donor confer-
ence for the reconstruction of Iraq, which was announced
by HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.
KJA Trustee Adnan Al-Rashed told KUNA: “What we saw
today in Mosul is sad and joyful at the same time, as it is a
victory and the beginning of IS’ end.” In a similar statement,
Editor-In-Chief of Al-Anbaa daily Yousef Al-Marzouq
urged the people of Mosul to be patient, calling on them to
take part in the reconstruction process.  —  KUNA 

Kuwaiti media delegation visits traumatized...


