
Crime
R e p o r t

Most of you have probably heard the great suc-
cess story of Talabat, and how a group of
Kuwaiti students in Egypt decided to get

together and start one of the biggest online platforms
for restaurants in the region. They then sold Talabat
for KD 80,000, and it was resold again after five years
for KD 50 million. We also saw Carriage successfully
emerge from Kuwait and compete with Talabat, which
was also sold to a German VC firm for an estimated
$100-200 million. 

We have seen other apps in Kuwait that have the
potential to be as successful, like Yallawain, also from
the food and beverage industry. Yallawain is an app that
has features such as locating a restaurant near you, shar-
ing menus and favorite dishes with friends, and contact-
ing restaurants to pick up food or to book tables.
Masbagti is a laundry app that allows you to manage
your laundry, with pickup and drop off services. 

I am really proud of this young generation that is
extremely creative with establishing businesses, and I
am really proud to have many tech start-up clients.

Legal services
Question: I would like to establish a tech start-

up, and I would like to know what legal services
would a tech start-up usually require?

Fajer: I get this question a lot, especially since I
deal with tech startups, but there is no straight
answer. It depends on what your requirements are.
Some startups require lawyers on retainer, while oth-
ers only need terms and conditions drafted, along
with shareholder/partnership agreements. Some tech
startups on the other hand would like to register their
application as an offshore company, or register intel-
lectual property rights locally, regionally, or world-
wide.  It is always important to budget legal fees for
any business model, so I suggest you get an initial
consultation from a lawyer as well as a quote or pro-
posal with fees suggested. 

Home business license
Questions: Can we run an app with a home busi-

ness license?
Fajer: I would think so, yes. Home business licenses

were supposed to launch in August, but are not yet
available to the public when I checked on Thursday at
the Kuwait Business Center (a one-stop business cen-
ter at Ishbelia Co-op that I highly recommend for
SMEs). Once I have more information, I will share it
with you.

Intellectual property
Question:  Can I get intellectual property rights

for my source code? 
Fajer: Although you can register applications

through the Kuwait National Library, if you would like
to run a business with your application, I suggest you
register your application internationally and locally.

Question: How long do I need to register my app?
Fajer: Although this is not a legal question,

Google/Android needs one day for approval, while
the Apple Store needs two weeks usually. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, or you
require a consultation, please email me at

ask@fajerthelawyer.com

Tech start-ups 

in Kuwait 

Legalese

Drug dealer holds

family hostage

KUWAIT: A bedoon beat his parents and young sisters
while under the influence of drugs. He locked them up in
their Sulaibiya house and slashed his father with an axe,
then stabbed himself before the arrival of policemen, who
controlled him with difficulty. A security source said pre-
liminary investigations revealed the suspect is unem-
ployed, and a police flasher was found in his car. His father
said he was active in peddling drugs, and when his family
attempted to stop him, he became angry and acted the
way he did. Both father and son were sent to the hospital
for treatment.

Child drowns
A five-year-old girl drowned when she was playing
near a pool, and her family’s attempts to resuscitate
her failed. A source said a call was received about the
incident in the chalets area, and police and paramedics
rushed to the scene. Paramedics did their best to
revive the victim, to no avail. Forensics men went to
the scene and sent the body to the coroner.

Fight
Paramedics responded to a call about a fight in
Khairan between two groups of youth and rushed
three of them to Adan Hospital for treatment of
injuries they received, as sharp objects were used.
Ahmadi police arrested several of those involved and
are looking for the rest.
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Theft
A citizen went to Rumaithiya polyclinic to take an insulin
shot, and when he returned to his car five minutes later, he
found it was broken into with KD 90 missing from his wal-
let, which the thief left behind. The victim reported the
incident to Rumaithiya police, who referred the case to
detectives.

Absconding
An Ethiopian domestic helper disappeared from her
sponsor’s home after stealing her jewelry and watches, in
addition to KD 900, according to a complaint filed at
Mubarak Al-Kabeer police station. Detectives are search-
ing to arrest her. Separately, a citizen in Salam said his
domestic helper went missing and was not answering his
calls. He then discovered that KD 2,000 was gone too, and
accused the helper of stealing it. In a similar case, an
Egyptian accused her Ethiopian domestic helper of steal-
ing KD 180 before disappearing. She filed a complaint at
Jabriya police station. — Translated from the Arabic press

By Abdullatif Al-Sharaa

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti doctor performed a rare
procedure on an elderly patient who suffered a
compound fracture in the third lumbar verte-
bra and a compressed fracture in the second
vertebra. Dr Tareq Sinan, consultant in inter-
vention radiology and a professor at Kuwait
University’s College of Medicine, had ordered
the patient to be transferred to a private hospi-
tal a week after doctors gave up on finding a

remedy for his case. Once he reached the hos-
pital, Dr Sinan performed the procedure, which
is the first of its kind in Kuwait, and in which he
treated the fractures using bone cement.

In order to keep the cement from leaking,
Dr Sinan placed little amounts of cement
inside a balloon, then inflated the balloon to
create a protective wall of cement using the
‘egg shell technique.’ 

After that, he injected the cement inside the
wall, which eventually helped repair the verte-

bra’s without causing any leakage.
The patient was able to walk two hours after

the operation, and pain was significantly
reduced. He was also able to walk under his
own power within 24 hours after being bed-
ridden for a week. 

The technique of repairing vertebra using
cement without surgery is new in Kuwait. The
procedure is done without surgical interven-
tion, is fast and safe, and does not require the
patient to stay in hospital for long.

Doctor uses new technique to

repair patient’s damaged vertebra

Dr Tareq Sinan

Co-op responds 

to ‘mouse’ video

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: In response to a video clip that went viral
on social media showing a mouse in a supermar-
ket, Abdullah Al-Mubarak Co-operative Society’s
Chairman Affas Al-Hajiri said that an emergency
meeting was held where several measures were
taken, including referring employees in the veg-
etables and fruits department to the relevant
authorities for questioning. Other measures taken
include revoking a contract signed with a rodents
control company, and removing all products from
shelves to safeguard consumers’ health. Hajiri said
the board of directors has reservations towards
the authenticity of the video clip.

Legal representatives
Separately, head of the legal and financial commit-

tee at the Municipal Council Ali Al-Mousa rejected the
issuance of citations against restaurants and cafes in
the name of legal representatives. He said many
chairmen and owners of restaurant and cafes are
banned from traveling and received jail sentences
due to municipal misdemeanors, although the viola-
tions in question were committed by workers.

KUWAIT: Cooperation between the
Ministry of State for Youth Affairs and
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has seen young
Kuwaitis doing distinctive jobs at the
DGCA’s Operations Department, an
official has said. 

The two sides have been cooperat-
ing for boosting voluntary work for the
Kuwaiti youth during the summer vaca-
tion, especially at the Kuwait
International Airport, the ministry’s
Acting Undersecretary Meshaal Al-
Sebei added in a press statement on
Saturday. This is a part of the ministry’s

strategy, namely broadening the circle
of voluntary work through partnerships
with other governmental and non-gov-
ernmental bodies, Sebei noted.

During a tour at the airport, Sebei
and officials from the Operations
Department, and the ministry’s volun-
tary work section, were acquainted
with how the volunteers were effec-
tively organizing work and assisting
passengers.  Working together, the
ministry and the DGCA are promoting
and consolidating the “volunteering
culture” for the Kuwaiti youth to make
the best use of their free time, and to

gain new skills and experience, as well
as serving the nation, he noted.  The
volunteers offer a bright image of the
Kuwaiti youth who love their dear
country, he said.

Meanwhile, Acting Director of the
DGCA Operations Department
Abdulrazaq Burabei, lauded the coop-
eration with the ministry for realizing
the goals of strategic partnership for
the good of the nation. He said that
the volunteers are working two shifts,
commending their efforts and the fact
that they lavish part of their time for
their country. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Acting Undersecretary Meshaal Al-Sebei visits Kuwait International Airport. — KUNA

Firefighters tackle a blaze in a vehicle on King Fahad Road.

Official lauds cooperation

to boost voluntary work

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Drug Control General
Department (DCGD) officers arrest-
ed a man with possession of four
kilograms of shabu (methamphet-
amine), an unidentified liquid
material and a sensitive scale. The
Arab man was arrested inside his
house, where he confessed to
preparing the shabu for sale.

Separately, Fahaheel firemen
tackled a blaze that engulfed a
vehicle on King Fahad Road near
Sabahiya. No injuries were report-
ed in the incident. Meanwhile, an
investigation was opened to deter-
mine the cause of the fire.

Kuwait removed 

diplomat from New 

Zealand following

alleged assault: Report

WELLINGTON: Kuwait withdrew one of its diplomats from
New Zealand following an allegation of assault, several
media outlets in New Zealand reported. The envoy was
removed after the Middle Eastern country declined to
waive diplomatic immunity, NZ Herald reported yesterday.

The police said they were called to a central Wellington
address in the early morning of November 18, 2015. “This
involved an allegation of assault by a diplomat from the
Embassy of the State of Kuwait.”

But the police investigation halted when a request on
their behalf last year by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Trade for Kuwait to waive diplomatic immunity was reject-
ed. As a result, the Ministry asked Kuwait to withdraw the
diplomat. The Ministry would not name the diplomat. “The
process of diplomatic immunity is set out in long-estab-
lished international law under the Vienna Convention on
Consular Relations 1963,” the Ministry said.

“New Zealand is explicitly clear with diplomatic mis-
sions that we expect them to act in accordance with New
Zealand laws, and that we will request immunity be waived
if allegations of a serious crime are made.”

Document says Kuwait

lacks tax system to

help face challenges

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: A document issued by the Finance
Ministry revealed that Kuwait does not enjoy a mod-
ern taxing system that enables it to face challenges
and achieve the desired goals in the development
plan. It insisted on making tangible changes in the
growth rates in the general revenues’ structure and
increase non-oil revenues, besides upgrading the
systems that link between state departments so
they can work to boost integration. Furthermore, the
document said that the ministry completed a pro-
posed tender in regards to the development of sys-
tems and tax management, adding that the tender
is being presented to concerned authorities.

Infrastructure renovation
Assistant Undersecretary for Sanitary Engineering

Sector at the Ministry of Public Works (MPW )
Abdelmohsen Al-Enezi said that the project of reno-
vating infrastructures in Rigga and Hadiya has been
completed. He added that the project began in May
2015 and included improving the sewer and rain
water drainage networks, and increasing their
capacity to up to 400 cubic meters of triple-treated
water. A coordination was established with the
Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish
Resources (PAAAFR) to use the treated water in
Abdaly and natural reserves. 

Drug dealer arrested

with 4 kg of shabu

Drugs, an unidentified liquid material and a sensitive scale found inside the
house of a drug dealer who was arrested yesterday.


