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The official, who declined to be named, said the broadcaster “will
follow up the subject through appropriate legal and judicial proce-
dures”. Israel’s communications ministry said “nearly all countries in
the region including Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Jordan, have conclud-
ed that Al-Jazeera incites terrorism and religious extremism”. It said
it had become “ridiculous that the channel continued to broadcast
from Israel”.

Regional kingpin Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates
and Egypt broke ties with Qatar on June 5, accusing it of fostering
extremism and later issuing 13 demands, including Al-Jazeera’s clo-
sure. The Al-Jazeera official said yesterday he was “surprised” at Israel’s
justification, and defended the channel’s coverage of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, calling it “professional and objective”. 

The Israeli ministry said it would also demand the revocation of the
credentials of journalists working for the channel and cut its cable and
satellite connections. The closure of Al-Jazeera’s offices would come
under the remit of security officials. Israeli authorities would also seek to
limit access by the state’s Arab citizens to the station’s broadcasts in
Arabic, the communications ministry statement said without elaborating. 

Arab Israelis, the descendants of Palestinians who stayed after the
state of Israel was created in 1948, make up 17.5 percent of the coun-
try’s population. “The Al-Jazeera channel continues to incite violence
around the Temple Mount,” Netanyahu wrote in a Facebook post, refer-
ring to the Haram Al-Sharif compound in Jerusalem, known to Jews as
the Temple Mount.

Protests erupted at the contentious site after Israel last month

installed new security measures including metal detectors, following
the shooting dead of the two Israeli policemen by attackers who
emerged from the compound. “I have appealed to law enforcement
agencies several times to close the Al-Jazeera office in Jerusalem,”
Netanyahu said on July 27 in calling for the channel’s expulsion. “If this
is not possible because of legal interpretation, I am going to seek to
have the necessary legislation adopted to expel Al-Jazeera from Israel.”

Israel has regularly accused the broadcaster of bias in its coverage
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Netanyahu heads what is seen as the
most right-wing government in Israeli history. He has frequently criti-
cised the news media, accusing outlets of seeking to undermine his
government. The latest trouble at the holy site in east Jerusalem, which
Israel captured during the 1967 Six-Day War and later annexed, fol-
lowed the July 14 attack.

Palestinians refused to enter the site for nearly two weeks over the
new security measures imposed after three Israeli Arabs shot dead the
policemen nearby. That triggered protests which left six Palestinians
dead. A Palestinian also broke into a home in a Jewish settlement in
the West Bank and stabbed four Israelis, killing three of them. The crisis
ended when the Israeli authorities removed the newly installed securi-
ty measures, including the metal detectors.

Palestinians, who had viewed the new security measures as an
attempt by Israel to assert further control over the compound which
houses the revered Al-Aqsa mosque and the Dome of the Rock, then
ended their boycott of the site. The Al-Aqsa compound has frequently
been a flashpoint in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Under a decades-
old agreement, only Muslims are allowed to pray inside the Al-Aqsa
mosque compound, although anyone can visit, including Jews.  — AFP 

Israel seeks to silence Jazeera 
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The Shamasneh family says it has paid
250 shekels ($70) a month to the general
custodian since 1967, an arrangement
used by the pro-settlers’ side as proof
that the family recognized their status as
tenants. In 2009, the original heirs along
with the general custodian launched a
legal process to force the family out, but
the claimants later sold their rights to a
US-registered company, according to
Peace Now. The NGO says such compa-
nies are often used to make it unclear
exactly who is behind the push to evict
people, a highly-charged political act.

Arye King, director at the Israel Land
Fund and a de facto spokesman for
much Jewish settlement growth in
Jerusalem, denied any legal misconduct.
“This house is not changing hands - it
has belonged to Jews for about 90 years
and it is returning to the owners after
some people rented it,” he told AFP. In
2013, Israel’s high court rejected an
appeal by the family in favor of the

claimants, concluding the family were
not protected tenants.

A spokesman for Palestinian president
Mahmoud Abbas condemned the
planned eviction. Fahamiya said they
had been told to leave peacefully or they
would have to pay the cost of the evic-
tion, about 60-70,000 shekels ($16-
19,000). “We will not leave of our own
will. Maybe if they force us, carry us and
throw us on the streets, then we’ll go. But
for us to lock the door and tell them ‘here
are the keys,’ that’s impossible,” she said.

Peace Now says the house is part of a
“larger process the government is under-
taking of establishing settlements in
Sheikh Jarrah”. King, who does not dis-
pute that, said the district is “going back
to being a Jewish neighborhood”. “It is
happening slowly, slowly but thank God
we are succeeding in returning Jews to
the place they ran away (from) when the
Jordanian legions bombed their houses,”
he told AFP. Fahamiya laughs at the idea
of Jewish heirs, saying she lived there for
decades without any mention of any
legal owners.  — AFP 

Palestinians face Jerusalem...
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Saturday’s bombing comes amid a rise in reports of
anti-Muslim incidents in the US, including arson attacks
and vandalism at mosques, harassment of women wear-
ing Muslim head coverings and bullying of Muslim
schoolchildren. Just recently in Minnesota, an Islamic
cemetery in Castle Rock Township reported it had been
vandalized with spray painted profanities and swastikas.

The mosque in Bloomington, just south of
Minneapolis, serves as a religious center and community
organizing platform for Muslim activists and leaders in
the area, according to the society. The group is offering a
$10,000 reward for information that leads to an arrest or
conviction. A $10,000 reward also is being offered by the

Minnesota chapter of the Council on American-Islamic
Relations, or CAIR. The group said its national office is
urging Islamic centers and mosques to step up security.

“If a bias motive is proven, this attack would represent
another in a long list of hate incidents targeting Islamic
institutions nationwide in recent months,” said Amir Malik,
the local chapter’s civil rights director. Along with a
mosque, the building houses a community center that
hosts computer classes, a basketball league, religious class-
es, lectures and other events. Minnesota is home to the
largest Somali community in the US, roughly 57,000 peo-
ple, according to the latest census figures. The immigrants
have been coming to Minnesota from their war-torn home-
land since the 1990s, drawn by generous social services
and the sense of community among the diaspora. — AP 

Minnesota mosque firebombed, FBI seeking...

BEIRUT: As US President Donald Trump recently stood beside
the Lebanese prime minister praising his government for
standing up to Hezbollah, the Iranian-backed fighters were
busy demonstrating just how wrong he was. They were clear-
ing the country’s eastern frontier from Al-Qaeda militants in a
sweeping offensive and negotiating a complex prisoner deal
with the group. Far from being an ally in the fight against
Hezbollah, the Lebanese government headed by Saad Hariri
is based on a partnership with the Shiite group, whose clout
and dominance in the tiny country is on the rise.

“Lebanon is on the front lines in the fight against (the
Islamic State group), Al-Qaeda and Hezbollah,” Trump said at
the press conference in Washington, lighting up social media
with comments from Lebanese who ridiculed his perceived
ignorance of Lebanese politics.

The Lebanese government headed by Hariri was formed in
December following an extended paralysis and a presidential
vacuum that lasted nearly three years. Hariri, a Sunni politician
squarely opposed to Hezbollah and Assad, was made prime
minister only after an overall bargain was reached with
Hezbollah that included the election of Michel Aoun, a
Christian and Hezbollah ally, as president. Aoun has repeated-
ly said that Hezbollah’s arms complement those of the
Lebanese military.

Trump aside, there is much about Hezbollah’s role in
Lebanon that is sometimes difficult for outsiders to under-
stand. The Iranian proxy is the single most potent military and
political force in Lebanon, with an arsenal surpassing that of
the country’s army. By many accounts, Hezbollah has brought
disaster to the country by engaging in destructive wars with
Israel, and, as Trump himself noted, it has fueled the humani-
tarian catastrophe in Syria where it has sent thousands of its
fighters to shore up President Bashar Al-Assad’s forces.

Stabilizing force 
But to its many supporters, the group is a stabilizing force

in a fragile country with a historically weak central govern-
ment that has been repeatedly battered by Israel and strug-
gled against Sunni militancy, particularly since the eruption of
the Syrian civil war. The party, founded in the early 80s to fight
Israeli occupation of parts of Lebanon, enjoys a support base
that extends well beyond its Shiite constituency. It has been a
mainstay of Lebanese politics for the past few decades, taking
part in governments and offering state-within-a-state services
to followers in its strongholds without trying to impose its reli-
gious views on the country’s pluralist society.

The group has its own secure telecommunications net-
work and a reach that extends across vital Lebanese installa-
tions and infrastructure, as well as veto power in the Lebanese
cabinet. Its decision to send fighters to Syria in 2013 remains
highly controversial in Lebanon, but the group has to a large
extent successfully portrayed its presence as a necessity to
protect Lebanon from militant groups including Islamic State
and Al-Qaeda, which proliferated in Syria and overran the bor-

der with Lebanon in 2014. This week, the group took credit for
ending the presence of Al-Qaeda elements in the border area,
following a week-long military offensive and then a negotiat-
ed settlement that saw hundreds of Al-Qaeda-linked militants,
their families and thousands of civilians, return to Syria. The
Lebanese military, which has received more than $1 billion in
US security assistance in the past decade, took a back seat in
the operation.

Hariri recognized Hezbollah’s role - criticized by its oppo-
nents in Lebanon - saying that the end result was what mat-
tered and calling it “a big achievement”. “We have our opinion
and Hezbollah has its opinion, but in the end, we met on a
consensus that concerns the Lebanese people for the (good
of) the Lebanese economy, security and stability,” he said.

In a clear distribution of roles, the army is now expected to
spearhead an upcoming fight in another section of the bor-
der, this time against Islamic State group militants. Declaring
victory Friday night, Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah said
the army was perfectly capable of winning that fight but
offered his support should it be needed. “We are at the service
of the Lebanese army and under its command ... if they ask for
any help we will help,” he said in a televised speech.

Complex relationship  
It is this complex relationship between Lebanese gov-

ernments and Hezbollah that foreigners often find so baf-
fling. “Both Lebanon and Hezbollah occupy a grey area:
Lebanon isn’t really a state, and Hezbollah isn’t a terrorist
group - or isn’t only a terrorist group, depending on your
view,” said Faysal Itani, a senior fellow with the Atlantic
Council’s Rafik Hariri Center for the Middle East, explaining
the misperceptions. “So the American tendency is either to
treat Hezbollah as controlling the state of Lebanon, or to
see Lebanon as a sovereign entity fighting a terrorist group.
Both are false.”

Hariri, whose father, former Premier Rafik Hariri was
assassinated with a ton of explosives in 2005 in a bombing
some blamed on Hezbollah, has a tough balancing act to
maintain. Hezbollah and its allies brought down a previous
government headed by Hariri in 2011 by resigning while he
was in Washington meeting the US president. During his vis-
it to Washington, Hariri responded to questions about his
uneasy coalition with Hezbollah, describing it as necessity to
shield Lebanon from slipping into renewed civil war.

Following Trump’s press conference, during which he
described Hezbollah as a “menace to the Lebanese state”
and the entire region, Nasrallah said he would not comment
so as not to embarrass the Lebanese delegation headed by
Hariri while it was still in Washington. Hezbollah displayed its
clout when it invited journalists on a border tour after oust-
ing Al-Qaeda militants from the area, parading its fighters,
armored personnel carriers and missiles on the barren
mountains in surreal displays of confidence that stressed
that Hezbollah, and not the US, was fighting terrorism. — AP

Despite Trump claim, Hezbollah 

operation boosts Lebanon role

Hezbollah fighters sit on their army vehicle at the site where clashes erupted between Hezbollah and Al-Qaeda-
linked fighters in Wadi al-Kheil or al-Kheil Valley on the Lebanon-Syria border.  — AP


