
THE LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF

ESTABLISHED 1961

Founder and Publisher 
YOUSUF S. AL-ALYAN

Editor-in-Chief
ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-ALYAN

EDITORIAL : 24833199-24833358-24833432
ADVERTISING : 24835616/7
FAX : 24835620/1
CIRCULATION : 24833199 Extn. 163
ACCOUNTS : 24835619
COMMERCIAL : 24835618

P.O.Box 1301 Safat,13014 Kuwait.
E MAIL :info@kuwaittimes.net
Website: www.kuwaittimes.net

All articles appearing on these
pages are the personal opinion of
the writers. Kuwait Times takes no
responsibility for views expressed
therein. Kuwait Times invites
readers to voice their opinions.
Please send submissions via email
to: opinion@kuwaittimes.net or
via snail mail to PO Box 1301
Safat, Kuwait. The editor reserves
the right to edit any submission
as necessary.

Barcelona find themselves flush with 222 million
euros ($263.5 million), but faced with replacing
one of the world’s best players after Neymar’s

move to Paris Saint-Germain smashed the world trans-
fer record. The Catalans’ under pressure board don’t
have much time to react with the transfer window set
to shut on August 31. However, they can still count on
one of the most talented squads in the world led by
the likes of Lionel Messi and Luis Suarez. Here, AFP
Sports looks at what Barca must do to try and gain
ground on bitter rivals and Spanish and European
champions Real Madrid.

Avoid Figo-esque crisis
Barca will suffer on the field for Neymar’s absence,

but seeing one of their prized assets snatched away to
an inferior league is also a massive blow to Barca’s pres-
tige and a reminder of days they thought were long
gone. The Catalans used to struggle to hold onto star
names, particularly when Madrid’s riches came calling.
Luis Milla, Michael Laudrup and most famously Luis Figo
crossed Spanish football’s great divide.

When Figo left in similar circumstances to Neymar
as Madrid paid his buyout clause for a world record fee
in 2000, it floored Barca on the pitch and in the board-
room. The money was wasted and they didn’t win a
major trophy for five seasons. Then came Messi and a
host of world class home-grown talents to propel
Barca to their most successful ever era, winning eight
La Liga titles and four Champions Leagues titles in the
past 12 years.

In the 17 years since Figo left Barca have become a
brand and one of the richest clubs in the world, plus
they still have Messi. All of which should ensure the fal-
low period that followed Figo’s departure isn’t repeated.

Spend wisely
The biggest challenge for Barca president Josep

Maria Bartomeu is now how much cash to splash in the
next four weeks, especially after two years in which they
have largely overpaid for little return in the transfer mar-
ket on the likes of Andre Gomes, Paco Alcacer and Arda
Turan. There will be pressure for the Catalans to reassert
themselves by landing a marquee signing with Phillippe
Coutinho, Ousmane Dembele, Paulo Dybala and Kylian
Mbappe all linked.

However, finding a like for like replacement for
Neymar will be impossible that is why he fetched a fee
more than double the previous transfer record. With
that in mind Barca may be better placed in the long run
to save some money for future windows if they are not
to end up poorer on the field and no better off financial-
ly from Neymar’s move.

Give youth a chance
Most worryingly for Barca’s future is that Neymar has

gone in his prime at 25, leaving behind an ageing
squad. Messi and Suarez are both 30, as is defensive
leader Gerard Pique, whilst captain Andres Iniesta is 34
and out of contract at the end of the season. One of the
criticisms of Barca’s evolution in recent seasons since
Pep Guardiola’s departure as coach in 2012 has been
that graduates from the club’s once famed La Masia
academy have not been given a chance as the club
turned to star signings such as Suarez and Neymar.

“Barcelona have been sleeping,” Barca legend Xavi
told the Tactical Room last month. “They have to
strengthen the youth academy.” In need of fresh blood,
Barca could do with the academy that produced Messi,
Xavi and Iniesta coming good once more.

Refind balance
In Neymar’s departing words: “I made a trio with

Messi and Suarez that made history. Conquered every-
thing an athlete can conquer.” For three years the ‘MSN’
formed a thrilling front line arguably unrivalled in foot-
ball history. In 110 matches together, they scored a
combined 228 goals. Yet, by building the team around
three forwards, other parts of the team struggled, most
notably midfield which had been their strength in the
glorious Guardiola years.

The ‘MSN’ is no more, but if Barca use the Neymar
funds to reinforce their midfield to back up the firepower
still provided by Messi and Suarez, they will remain a
force to fear in La Liga and the Champions League. —AFP
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What next for cash
rich but Neymar
less Barcelona?

Emmanuel Macron’s honeymoon didn’t
last long. Less than three months after
his election, France’s energetic and

image-conscious president has seen his pop-
ularity drop after announcing budget cuts,
launching a divisive labor reform and engag-
ing in a damaging dispute with the military. A
series of opinion polls last week showed the
percentage of French citizens who said they
were satisfied with Macron’s policies and
trusted their young leader to deal with the
country’s problems plunging. 

The reversal might not affect the visible
international profile he has cut since taking
office, but it could hurt Macron’s ability to
secure his ambitious domestic agenda.
France’s Ifop polling agency put it bluntly:
“Apart from Jacques Chirac in July 1995, a
newly elected president has never seen his
popularity rate falling as quickly during the
summer after the election.”

His declining approval is striking given
that Macron was being credited two months
ago with giving France a boost of much-
needed confidence after years of security
fears and economic stagnation. Increasingly,
he instead is portrayed as power-hungry and
inexperienced. The French media have start-
ed calling Macron “Jupiter”, a reference to the
mythological king of the Roman gods and
what is perceived as the president’s superior
attitude after he upended France’s political
landscape and shot from relative obscurity to
the nation’s top post at age 39.

While struggling at home, Macron has suc-
ceeded in raising France’s diplomatic profile,
hosting meetings with Russian President
Vladimir Putin and President Donald Trump
and Libyan peace talks in Paris. Jean-Daniel
Levy, director of the Policy and Opinion

Department at the Harris Interactive polling
institute, connects the president’s popularity
slide to the government’s plans to reduce
housing aid for students and to initiate tax
reform. The reform aims to help lower-income
employees, but could weigh on retirees.

Image 
Macron’s image also has taken a hit during

his standoff with the French military chief
over budget cuts. Gen. Pierre De Villiers
resigned and was quickly replaced, but some
saw last month’s public dispute as evidence
of the president’s authoritarian tendencies.
Macron has promised to boost defense
spending to 2 percent of gross domestic
product by 2025 as part of France’s commit-
ments to NATO, but the government
announced a reduction of 870 million euros
in military spending for this year.

The government also launched the labor
reforms that were central to Macron’s cam-
paign promise to boost France’s lagging
economy through pro-free market policies.
Changes would include capping the potential
financial penalties for companies sued for fir-
ing employees and giving businesses greater
leeway to set workplace rules instead of rely-
ing on collective bargaining agreements.
Labor unions and France’s far-left parties are
fighting the reforms, saying they would weak-
en hard-won worker protections. Critics also
resent the way Macron is trying to speed their
approval. The government is invoking a spe-
cial procedure to avoid a lengthy debate in
parliament.

Daniel Fasquelle, a lawmaker from the con-
servative The Republicans party denounced
Macron for what he called the “will to weaken
all opposition” and for refusing to give inter-

views. Except for carefully choreographed
photo opportunities, the president has dis-
tanced himself from the media. He canceled
the traditional Bastille Day television inter-
view. “These are excesses the French judge
more harshly and they are right,” Fasquelle
said on France’s Info radio. “It simply means
the president is not up to the task... He’s pay-
ing for his own lack of experience. Maybe he
got too quickly, too soon, high responsibilities
that are overwhelming him.”

Government spokesman Christophe
Castaner acknowledged that Macron has

been standoffish with the press, but offered
an alternative explanation. “No one can
blame him (Macron) for rarely speaking,”
Castaner told reporters. “I understand it can
irritate a bit. I understand it can be ques-
tioned. But I think you and me should get
used to it because the president has decided
not to be a commentator (of the news), but
an actor.” Macron is expected to return from
his August vacation to a tough September,
with unions and far-left parties calling for
street protests against his proposed labor
reforms.—AP 

Beset by investigations, dire approval
ratings and growing party dissent,
Donald Trump is stirring up his base,

hoping to mobilize an army of political
shock troops to protect his presidency.
Revelations that a grand jury has been
impaneled to investigate his finances and
his campaign’s ties to Russia raises the
specter of indictments and subpoenas that
would shake any administration. But for
Trump, who is just six months into his presi-
dency, it represents more turmoil after an
exodus of top White House officials and
humiliating recent reverses in Congress.

Despite a healthy economy, a new poll
by the Connecticut-based Quinnipiac
University shows his approval rating at 33
percent - the same level endured by
Richard Nixon during the Watergate scan-
dal or George W Bush after the grind of the
Iraq war. Facing the prospect of limping
through another three and a half years,
Trump is settling on a strategy of shoring
up the support of voters who propelled
him to the White House with a series of
right-wing policy announcements and red-
blooded speeches.

In little more than a week, Trump has

encouraged police to dole out rough jus-
tice, summarily threatened to kick trans-
gender personnel out of the military and
played up the threat of Hispanic gangs.
After warning that neighborhoods are
“becoming blood-stained killing fields” he
appeared in the Roosevelt Room of the
White House last week to champion a mas-
sive curb on legal immigration. The next
day, Trump addressed thousands of sup-
porters at a rally where many of the themes
that served him so well in the presidential
campaign were dusted off again - including
blistering attacks on his defeated rival
Hillary Clinton.

Hitting his notes on immigration and
law and order, Trump painted the grand
jury investigation into his campaign’s ties
with Russia as a personal threat to him and
his supporters. “The Russia story is total
fabrication,” he said, a “fake story that is
demeaning to all of us and most of all
demeaning to our country and demeaning
to our Constitution.” Given that the thrice-
wed New Yorker married an immigrant and
once lectured Republicans on the need to
defend gay rights, many critics have said
his recent announcements smack of
hypocrisy.

Energizing the core 
There is still little clarity on how the ban

on transgenders can be implemented
while White House sources admit that the
immigration proposal has scant hope of
passing through Congress. Emily Ekins,
polling director at the CATO Institute,
believes it is too simplistic to think of
Trump voters as a homogenous group, but
rather a loose coalition of conservatives,
free marketers, cultural preservationists,
anti-elites and the politically disengaged. 

But, she says, opposition to immigration
is a rare common thread running through
most of the US president’s base. “The thing
that really made this election distinctive
were attitudes toward immigration, his

core supporters were the most energized
on the issue of immigration,” Ekins told AFP.
“People ask ‘is there anything he could
have done to get his core supporters to
abandon him?’ There is one thing. If he
were to back-track on immigration I think
that would have been the thing to invali-
date him in their eyes.”

After losing a key vote on health care
and then having his hands tied on dealing
with Russia by a vote on sanctions that he
has tried to disown, Trump has become
openly critical of Congress - even though
his Republican party has a majority in both
houses. While Trump regularly railed
against the Washington “swamp” on the
campaign trail, he appeared to recognize
the need to work with the Republican
establishment once in power by bringing
some of its main movers and shakers into
the White House.

But the recent exits of his chief of staff
Reince Preibus and chief spokesman Sean
Spicer - both of whom were senior figures
in the Republican National Committee - has
made Trump’s already difficult relationship
with the GOP look ever-more tenuous. If
the Republican establishment is being kept
at arms’ length, it can appear at times as if
Trump is looking to a Praetorian Guard of
supporters as the main protectors of his
presidency. On Friday, Trump retweeted a
friendly Fox News commentator who sug-
gested there would be an uprising ahead if
Trump or his family were targeted by the
grand jury. “There will be an uproar in this
country if they end up with an indictment
against a Trump family member just to get
at POTUS,” he retweeted.

Some worry Trump’s embrace of that
kind of message could portend a serious
constitutional crisis ahead. “We have never
had a president call his supporters into the
streets to resist a legal process. But it seems
possible here. What then?” asked commen-
tator and longtime Trump critic David
Rothkopf. — AFP 

Trump turns to base to protect presidency

In this May 14, 2017 file photo, new French President Emmanuel Macron waves to
the crowds as he is transported up the Champs-Elysees Avenue after his inaugura-
tion ceremony in Paris. — AP 

France rethinks romance with Macron 

US President Donald Trump listens as West Virginia Governor Jim Justice
announces that he is switching parties to become a republican during the presi-
dent’s campaign rally at the Big Sandy Superstore Arena on Aug 3, 2017 in
Huntington, West Virginia. — AFP 


