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MLB results/standings

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 62 49 .559 -
NY Yankees 58 51 .532 3
Tampa Bay 57 55 .509 5.5
Baltimore 54 56 .491 7.5
Toronto 52 58 .473 9.5

Central Division
Cleveland 59 49 .546 -
Kansas City 56 52 .519 3
Minnesota 52 56 .481 7
Detroit 51 58 .468 8.5
Chicago White Sox 41 67 .380 18

Western Division
Houston 70 40 .636 -
Seattle 56 55 .505 14.5
LA Angels 55 56 .495 15.5
Texas 53 57 .482 17
Oakland 49 62 .441 21.5

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 64 44 .593 -
Miami 51 57 .472 13
Atlanta 51 58 .468 13.5
NY Mets 49 59 .454 15
Philadelphia 39 69 .361 25

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 58 51 .532 -
Milwaukee 59 53 .527 0.5
St. Louis 54 56 .491 4.5
Pittsburgh 53 57 .482 5.5
Cincinnati 45 65 .409 13.5

Western Division
LA Dodgers 78 32 .709 -
Colorado 64 47 .577 14.5
Arizona 63 47 .573 15
San Diego 49 60 .450 28.5
San Francisco 43 69 .384 36

Oakland 5, LA Angels 0; San Francisco 5, Arizona 4 (10 innings); Colorado 8, Philadelphia 5; Texas 4,
Minnesota 1; Toronto 4, Houston 3 (10 innings); NY Yankees 2, Cleveland 1; St. Louis 4, Cincinnati 1;
Boston 4, Chicago White Sox 1; Atlanta 7, Miami 2; San Diego 5, Pittsburgh 2; Baltimore 5, Detroit 2;
Milwaukee 3, Tampa Bay 0; LA Dodgers 7, NY Mets 4; Chicago Cubs 7, Washington 4.

DUBLIN: Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp will
keep an open mind on the Reds’ participa-
tion in the transfer market, after signing
off on an unbeaten pre-season with a 3-1
win over Athletic Bilbao. The Reds boss
watched 19-year-old summer signing
Dominic Solanke score again, along with
17-year-old Ben Woodburn, while Alberto
Moreno impressed at full back.

Klopp shelled out a club record £34
million to Roma for Mohamed Salah this
summer, and £8 million for Scottish full
back Andy Robertson from Hull but he’s
been enthused by the impressions made

by those who cost little or nothing.
“We’ve always said that until August 31

we’ll run through the world with open
eyes, that’s clear, but it’s not us alone who
decides about these things.  It’s all about
other clubs [too],” said Klopp. “I thought
today and this pre-season brought us new
players, if you want.  Alberto Moreno is
100 per cent back, which is very nice after
a really difficult year. 

“Andrew Robertson shows all the skills
he has, of course he still has to adapt to
our way of playing but you can already see
what a threat he can be offensively. “That

means James Milner is free for midfield, so
without being in the transfer market we
have a new midfield player, which is nice.

“Dominic Solanke, I think he’s already
shown that he’s ready for some adult foot-
ball. Ryan Kent, I’ve known him for one-
and-a-half years and last year he devel-
oped unbelievably well and this pre-sea-
son is completely different to last pre-sea-
son, he’s completely showed up now. 

“So, without paying too much money
or the highest transfer fees we have addi-
tions in the squad. That’s good.” Roberto
Firmino scored the other goal for

Liverpool in Dublin, in front of over 50,000
Liverpool fans, but there was no sign of
fellow Brazilian Philipe Coutinho, who has
been linked with a move to Barcelona.

Daniel Sturridge and Adam Lallana
were also missing through injury, with the
latter out for up to three months, but
Klopp says he must now focus on next
week’s Premier League opener against
Watford.

“Everybody knows about the injury to
Adam Lallana, it’s a big blow, but this team
deals with so many difficult situations and
they will deal with this,” Klopp said. “Phil

(Coutinho) had back problems yesterday
and today so there was no reason for any
risks, the same with (Jordan) Henderson.
He was a little bit ill, so we said ‘OK, no risk
today’. Daniel, of course, has a little muscle
problem, but the squad is big and I
thought I saw today that a few boys really
showed up.

“We will rotate, that’s clear, that’s not
my problem at the moment, I’ll prepare for
the Watford game from tomorrow on and
then the next game, and then the next
game, and then I’ll think about how we
can do this.” —AFP

Klopp delighted by cut-price Liverpool stars

LONDON: Arsenal players hold the Community Shield trophy as they celebrate victory after the English FA Community Shield football match
between Arsenal and Chelsea at Wembley Stadium in north London yesteday. Arsenal won 4-1 on penalties after the game ended 1-1.— AFP

LONDON: Goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois and star
signing Alvaro Morata were the Chelsea fall guys
as Arsenal won the Community Shield 4-1 on
penalties at Wembley yesterday.

Goals from Chelsea’s Victor Moses and
Arsenal new boy Sead Kolasinac sent the game
to a shootout and with both Courtois and
Morata limply squandering their spot-kicks,
Arsenal won the trophy for the third time in four
years.  Courtois blazed his penalty over the bar
before substitute Morata, a £58 million (£75.6
million; 64.2 million euros) capture from Real
Madrid, shot wide, allowing Olivier Giroud to
seal victory for Arsenal.  Arsenal, embarking
upon their first season without Champions
League football since 1997, have won on their
last nine visits to Wembley, a run stretching back
to a victory over Wigan Athletic in the semi-finals
of the FA Cup in 2014.

Arsene Wenger ’s side open the Premier
League season at home to 2016 champions
Leicester City on Friday, with Antonio Conte’s
Chelsea beginning their title defence at home to
Burnley the following day.  Moses, sent off after
receiving a second yellow card for diving as
Arsenal stunned Chelsea 2-1 in May’s FA Cup
final, partially atoned by putting the champions
ahead early in the second half.

But after Pedro had been shown a straight
red card for an ugly challenge on Mohamed
Elneny, Kolasinac headed in an 81st-minute
equaliser to leave the game 1-1 at full-time.

As in the cup final, Arsenal made the more
assured start and came within inches of opening
the scoring when new signing Alexandre
Lacazette curled a shot against the post after a
slick counter-attack.

MERTESACKER FORCED OFF 
Per Mertesacker was one of the heroes of

Arsenal’s FA Cup win, expertly marshalling a
badly depleted defence, but the club captain
was to last just 27 minutes of the teams’ reunion.

The giant German centre-back had to go off
after a collision with Gary Cahill’s elbow left
blood streaming down his face, giving Bosnian
defender Kolasinac an opportunity to make his
official debut.  As Arsenal reorganised, Chelsea
began to assert themselves, Moses and Pedro
working Petr Cech before Willian was harshly
booked for diving after his left foot was clipped
by Hector Bellerin’s knee inside the box.  Neat
footwork set Alex Iwobi up to curl a shot at
Chelsea goalkeeper Courtois late in the first half,
but within a minute of kick-off in the second
half, Arsenal found themselves behind.

Granit Xhaka’s attempt to clear Willian’s cor-
ner sent the ball high into the air and when
Cahill headed it back into the danger area,
Moses darted in behind Rob Holding to apply an
emphatic finish.

Elneny squandered a presentable chance for
Arsenal by slicing wide and then sent Courtois
scrambling with a mishit cross from wide on the
right.  Wenger threw on Giroud and Theo
Walcott for Lacazette and Iwobi and saw Xhaka
extend Courtois with a 30-yard effort.

Pedro’s dismissal for catching Elneny’s left
Achilles with his studs tipped the momentum in
Arsenal’s favour and they equalised when
Xhaka’s cross from the ensuing free-kick was
headed in by Kolasinac. — AFP

Courtois, Morata gift 
Arsenal Community Shield

NEW YORK:  Yasiel Puig hit a tiebreaking
homer in the seventh inning as the Los
Angeles Dodgers went deep five times to ral-
ly past the New York Mets 7-4 on Saturday to
extend their incredible surge. Chris Taylor,
Justin Turner, Corey Seager and rookie Cody
Bellinger also connected for the Dodgers,
who are 43-7 since June 7. That’s the best 50-
game run by a big league team since the
1912 New York Giants compiled the same
mark from May 14 to July 3. Los Angeles has
won all but one of its last 13 games, upping
the top record in the majors to an astound-
ing 78-32. That puts the Dodgers at 46 games
above .500 for the first time since 1962.

CUBS 7, NATIONALS 4
Willson Contreras homered and drove in

three runs while Alex Avila homered for his
first hit with the Cubs as Chicago beat
Washington to even the series between divi-
sion leaders. Kris Bryant and Jon Jay each
added a run-scoring hit as the Cubs snapped
a three-game losing streak. Bryce Harper hit
his 28th homer and threw out a runner at
third base for the Nationals.

YANKEES 2, INDIANS 1
Brett Gardner and Ronald Torreyes made

sensational defensive plays in the ninth
inning to save Aroldis Chapman from anoth-
er late-inning meltdown in Progressive Field
as New York hung on to stop a four-game
losing streak. Chapman (4-2), making his first
appearance in Cleveland since Game 7 of last
year’s World Series for the Chicago Cubs,
allowed a leadoff single in the ninth before
Jose Ramirez hit a fly to deep left that
Gardner grabbed with a jump on the warn-
ing track. Edwin Encarnacion then hit a
blooper toward right that Torreyes ran down
with a dive.

RED SOX 4, WHITE SOX 1
Andrew Benintendi and Jackie Bradley Jr.

hit two-run homers and Drew Pomeranz won
a career-best fifth straight decision to help
Boston beat Chicago. Pomeranz (11-4) gave
up Tim Anderson’s homer on the second
pitch of the game, but didn’t allow another
run before leaving with a 4-1 lead with one
out in the seventh. Since starting the season
3-3, Pomeranz has lost just once in 15 starts.

ORIOLES 5, TIGERS 2
Welington Castil lo hit a tiebreaking

homer in the seventh inning while Adam
Jones and Tim Beckham also hit solo shots as
Baltimore ended Detroit’s four-game win-
ning streak. Jonathan Schoop doubled in a
run for Baltimore to increase his RBI total to
80, tied for the AL lead. Justin Upton home-
red in a third consecutive game for the
Tigers, who were unbeaten in August after
trading away three stars before the non-
waiver trade deadline.

BREWERS 3, RAYS 0
Zach Davies gave up one hit in seven

innings as Milwaukee remained a half-game
behind NL Central-leading Chicago after a
victory over Tampa Bay. It was the second
straight shutout for the Brewers, who have
given up only one run while winning three
straight.

BLUE JAYS 4, ASTROS 3, 10 INNINGS
Ryan Goins hit a tiebreaking RBI single in

the 10th inning as Toronto rallied to beat
Houston. Goins hit the two-out single to left
field off Francisco Liriano (6-7), and Rob
Refsnyder touched home plate with his left
hand just before Brian McCann tagged him.
The Astros challenged the call, which stood
after a nearly two-minute review.

RANGERS 4, TWINS 1
Cole Hamels threw the 16th complete

game of his career - his first in nearly two
years - and turned in his most efficient start
of the season to lead Texas past Minnesota.
With Hamels dominating on the mound,
Nomar Mazara’s first-inning, two-run homer
off Kyle Gibson (6-9) was all the offense Texas
needed to beat the Twins. Hamels (6-1) scat-
tered four hits and allowed only four batters
to reach base. The Twins’ only run against
him was unearned.

PADRES 5, PIRATES 2
Rookie Dinelson Lamet allowed just one

hit in 5 2/3 innings while Wil Myers broke
out of a slump with a home run and three
RBIs as San Diego beat Pittsburgh. Lamet
(6-4) struck out five and walked three, giv-
ing up just a single to Josh Bell in the fourth
to win his third consecutive start. He also
picked up his first major league hit, a flare
to right field off Gerrit Cole (9-8) in the
sixth. Brad Hand worked a perfect ninth for
his eighth save. Dusty Coleman went 3 for 4
for the Padres, including his third homer,
while Josh Harrison hit a solo home run in
the seventh and Adam Frazier added an RBI
single but couldn’t stop the Pirates from
fal l ing 5 1/2 games behind f i rst-place
Chicago in the NL Central.

BRAVES 7, MARLINS 2
Mike Foltzynewicz had a career-high 11

strikeouts and Freddie Freeman hit a three-
run homer as Atlanta beat Miami. Miami led
1-0 in the sixth when Giancarlo Stanton
slugged his 36th homer, most in the majors.
One night after homering twice, Stanton
crushed Foltynewicz’s fastball deep into the
seats in the left field, but the Braves took a 2-
1 lead in the bottom of the inning on
Freeman’s RBI single and Nick Markakis’ RBI
double. Freeman hit his 20th homer and
Brandon Phillips had a two-run single in a
five-run seventh.—AP

Dodgers hit 5 homers to 
extend historic surge

NEW YORK: Curtis Granderson #3 of the New York Mets hits a first inning home run
against the Los Angeles Dodgers at Citi Field on Saturday in the Flushing neighbor-
hood of the Queens borough of New York City. —AFP

DORTMUND: Bayern Munich lifted the
German Super Cup on Saturday with a 5-4
win in a penalty shoot-out at Borussia
Dortmund after Marc Bartra had his crucial
final spot-kick saved.

The game finished 2-2 over 90 minutes as
Christian Pulisic’s early goal for Dortmund
was cancelled out by Robert Lewandowski.

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, last season’s
top-scorer in the Bundesliga, restored
Dortmund’s lead with 19 minutes left before
Lukasz Piszczek’s late own goal took the
match straight to penalties.

“We have’t had much time to get ready,
but now we had a little more time to train
and I’m very happy that we won the first title,”
said Lewandowski, who drilled home Bayern’s
first penalty in the shoot-out.

Ex-Barcelona defender Bartra, the only
player badly injured in April’s bomb attack on
the Dortmund team bus, saw the 12th spot-
kick saved to hand Bayern the cup for the
second year running.

Aubameyang, the subject of a big-money
offer from China, and Ousmane Dembele,
who Barcelona have reportedly tabled a 70
million euros ($82.4m) offer for as Neymar’s
replacement, both impressed for Dortmund.

The win gives Bayern their first title of the
season as the defending champions open the
new Bundesliga season on Friday August 18
at home to Bayer Leverkusen.

WELCOME BOOST
The victory offers head coach Carlo

Ancelotti a welcome boost after his team lost
five of their six previous warm-up games.

“We know the pre-season hasn’t gone the
way it should,” said Bayern’s goalkeeper Sven
Ulreich, who saved Bartra’s kick.

“Today we saw the real FC Bayern again
and we proved we had the morale to come

back.” World Cup-winner Mario Goetze was
missing for German Cup winners Dortmund
as the 25-year-old dropped out with a back
injury after five months missing with a meta-
bolic disorder.

Bayern were missing stars Jerome
Boateng, David Alaba and Arjen Robben,
while new-signing James Rodriguez is out
with a hamstring injury.

Dortmund took the lead after just 12 min-
utes when Javi Martinez lingered over the
ball a fraction too long and was robbed by
Pulisic. The 18-year-old US international
sprinted away from the scrambling Munich
defence.

He tucked his shot past Sven Ulreich,
Bayern’s stand-in goalkeeper with Germany’s
shot-stopper Manuel Neuer just back in train-
ing after foot surgery, who later saved Bartra’s
spot kick.

Bayern drew level on 18 minutes when a
super long pass from new-signing Sebastian
Rudy found Kimmich, whose cross was
buried by Lewandowski at close range.

Bayern could have doubled their lead on
31 minutes when Thomas Mueller’s header
forced Roman Burki into a point-blank save.

Rudy’s long-range shot also needed a
great save from the Dortmund shot-stopper.

Both sides had their chances after the
break, but Dembele’s pass picked out
Aubameyang and the Gabon striker showed
ice-cold finishing to put Dortmund ahead on
71 minutes.

With time almost up, Rudy rattled the
crossbar and Kimmich stabbed the ball home
at the second attempt off Piszczek to take the
game straight to spot kicks. Both Bayern’s
Kimmich and Dortmund’s Sebastian Rode
had their penalties saved in the shoot-out
until Bartra’s shot was blocked by Ulreich to
send the trophy to Munich. —AFP

Bartra miss hands Bayern 
the German Super Cup

DORTMUND: Bayern Munich’s players celebrate after winning the German Supercup
aginst Borussia Dortmund in Dortmund, western Germany, on Saturday. —AFP


