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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecom-
munications company in Kuwait,
unveiled an all-new promotional cam-
paign for subscribers of the WaktiPlay
gaming platform, which will see daily
and monthly winners of valuable
prizes, as well as a winner of the
grand prize, Audi A3 2018, at the end
of the campaign.

Wakti, meaning “My Time” in
Arabic, offers customers with a new
interface for remarkable gaming expe-
riences in the world of multimedia.
The introduction of this new cam-
paign comes as part of the over-
whelming demand witnessed for
online multimedia content and online
gaming around the world. Application
developers are creating and submit-
ting an array of multimedia applica-
tions and games through WaktiPlay,
which makes it an ideal and secure
platform for finding the latest in the
world of online entertainment. 

Zain’s postpaid and prepaid cus-
tomers subscribing to the WaktiPlay
service through the mobile app or the
website will get a chance to win valu-
able daily and monthly prizes, includ-
ing the all-new Samsung Galaxy S8
Plus with ChromeCast Ultra, Huawei
6X, Huawei Mate 9, Huawei P10,
Huawei Watch, as well as a chance to
win the grand prize of Audi A3 2018
at the end of the campaign. 

Customers who are Android users
can get a chance to win one of the
daily prizes, monthly prizes, or the
grand prize at the end of the cam-
paign by subscribing to the daily
package for 100 fils daily only by
sending sub 1 to 94010, or by sub-
scribing to the monthly package for
one month for KD 2.500 monthly only
by sending sub 3 to 94010.

Customer who are iOS users can
get a chance to win one of the daily
prizes, monthly prizes, or the grand
prize at the end of the campaign by
subscribing to the daily package for
100 fils daily only by sending sub 4 to
94010. Through WaktiPlay, which was

developed by Huawei, Zain offers a
variety of services that seek to short-
en the time-to-market of newly-creat-
ed entertainment services for con-
sumers in the Middle East. The plat-
form includes more than 160,000
mobile games available for Android
devices through the dedicated mobile
app http://zgame.waktiplay.com  or
for iOS devices through the website
http://zgame.waktiplay.com/h5 .   

Zain’s postpaid and prepaid cus-
tomers are able to purchase online
content from Waktiplay by using their
existing accounts. Additionally, in an
effort to facilitate the purchase
process, customers can purchase the
online content through a direct pay-
ment method; a newly developed pay-
ment method offered by Zain, without
the need to use banking cards.

WaktiPlay offers unique gaming and
entertainment services, which Zain cus-
tomers are able to receive first-hand.
WaktiPlay has a number of signed
agreements with global and exclusive
gaming partners that produce the high-
est ranked games worldwide. 

Zain announces monthly and
daily prizes with WaktiPlay

Audi A3 2018 on offer at end of campaign

RIO DE JANEIRO: Vilmar Mendonca used
to be a human resources director for sever-
al companies in Brazil. Now he is homeless,
sleeping outdoors along with thousands of
other victims of the country’s economic cri-
sis. Mendonca lost his job in 2015 and for a
while, he lived off his savings.  But now, at
age 58, he sleeps on a bench outside
Santos Dumont Airport in Rio de Janeiro.

He leaves some of his stuff at a bank
where he is a client, cleans up in public
restrooms and lives off food handed out by
charity organizations. “It is a terrible situa-
tion but I have no choice,” said Mendonca, a
thin, divorced man who has no children, as
he looks at job offers on his laptop using
the airport’s wifi. He wears stylish glasses, a
dress shirt and nice shoes. He does not at
all look like one of the thousands of other
homeless people in this city of six million. 

In late 2016, the Rio city hall said there
were 14,279 people living in the street-
triple the number in 2013. Dozens of them
have advanced degrees, including
Mendonca, who studied business adminis-
tration in Sao Paulo. His plight reflects the
sting of a recession that has taken Brazil’s
jobless ranks up to 13.5 million people and
tarnished Rio, a city that just a year ago
hosted the summer Olympic Games.

“When you are like this, no one wants
to come near you,” said Mendonca. Like
many in his situation, he has not told any-
one how far he has fallen, still hoping it
will be temporary.

During the day he exercises, reads in
cafes and book stores, posts on Facebook-
where his photo shows him in a suit and tie-
and goes to job interviews where he com-
petes against hundreds of younger candi-
dates. By night, he puts on simpler clothes
and a hat to go unnoticed and stretches out
on a bench outside the airport, near its secu-
rity cameras. “I try to stay on my own so as to
remain focused because if I start to hang out
with others, I might get into things I do not
want, like alcohol, drugs or filth,” he said.

The homeless population is an especial-
ly common sight in Rio’s most popular
tourist areas, including Copacabana and

Ipanema. In the old quarter, groups of up
to 20 homeless people take up entire
streets every night, sleeping on cardboard
and wrapped in blankets. 

Most are black and come from poor
backgrounds. Many are drug addicts, with
psychological or family problems. Among
their ranks is a mix of people from street
vendors to retired civil servants like Gilson
Alves. Alves, 69, worked for 35 years as an
X-ray technician in Rio’s public hospitals.
But his pension payments were late and he
ended up selling his belongings and giving
up his rented apartment. 

The tall, kindly looking man says he never
had an easy life. At five, he  was run over by a
street car and lost a leg. Two months ago he
ended up on the street and the bag contain-
ing everything he owned was stolen. He was
taken in by social services and transferred to
one of the city’s 64 shelters, which have
room for 2,200 people.  “I feel sad, humiliat-
ed, struck down for having put in so many
years and then being here because of this
government,” said Alves, who shares a room
with six people of around his age. 

‘Critical’ 
“The situation is critical,” said Rio’s social

aid secretary, Teresa Bergher.  Many
Brazilians came to Rio looking for work
when the city hosted the World Cup in
2014 and the Olympics in 2016. But today
oil-producing Rio state’s coffers are empty,
hit by corruption, low crude global prices
and the Olympic bill.

Former state governor Sergio Cabral,
whose 2007-2014 administration was crucial
to preparing the World Cup and Olympics,
was convicted of embezzling millions of dol-
lars and sentenced to 14 years in prison.
Part of the money recovered from him was
used to pay back wages to 150,000 retired
civil servants. But the accounts are still in the
red and help for the most vulnerable is
insufficient. “The swift increase in the num-
ber of homeless people in Rio is due mainly
to the economic crisis but also to the lack of
public policy,” said citizens’ ombudsman
Carla Beatriz Nunes. — AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Homeless people take part in a weekly open yoga lesson at the
Paris Square in Rio de Janeiro. —AFP

In Rio, office workers join 
the ranks of the homeless 

Homeless population common sight in tourist areas

KUWAIT: Commercial Bank of Kuwait
held the daily draw on ‘Al-Najma
Account’ yesterday at the bank’s Head
Office to select five winners to win a
cash prize of KD 7000 for each. The draw
was held in the presence of Abdulaziz
Ashkanani,  representative of the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry. The
following names were announced as
winners of the prizes: Nour Khalaf Qutub
Aldeen, Muhammad Mehdi Gareb Ali
Ibrahimi, Dima Mansour Halal, Mostafa
Sulaiman Ali Trabulsi, and Alya Ali Theeb
Shehada.

Al-Najma Account allows its cus-
tomers to win a daily prize of KD 7000
which is the highest daily prize in Kuwait.
In addition, the Account  offers quarterly
draws that provide customers with

opportunity to get their dreams turned
to reality by winning great prizes starting
from KD 100,000 for the first quarter esca-
lating thereafter by KD 50 thousand for
each quarter to reach KD 250,000 in the
last quarter. Customers can enjoy addi-
tional benefits including obtaining ATM
card and a credit card against the cus-
tomer’s account along with enjoying all
other banking services.

The bank congratulates all the lucky
winners and draws their attention that
the cash prizes will be credited into their
accounts with the bank. Further, the bank
appreciates the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry’s significant role and its con-
tinuous cooperation and effective super-
vision on the draw that was smoothly
and transparently organized. 

CBK announces winners in
‘Al-Najma Account’ draw

Kuwait: Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) held its 64th
‘Double Your Salary’ weekly draw at the Bank’s Head
Office in the presence of a representative from the
Ministry of Commerce, announcing the names of the
winners. The promotion includes weekly draws for
existing and new ABK customers. The campaign will
run until 30th September, 2017.

The winners were:
● Suzan Esam Menqar, Salmiya Branch
● Mahshad Daoud Abri shamKar, Jahra 2Branch
New customers who transfer their salary to ABK

receive KD 300 and will automatically be entered into
the weekly draws to double their salaries. Existing

customers who are already transferring their salary to
ABK are entered into a separate draw. 

ABK Announces winners of 64th
‘Double Your Salary’ weekly draws

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank, the second largest
in terms of assets, announced yesterday
the names of the daily draw winners of its
Yawmi account draw, each taking home a
cash-prize of KD 5,000.

The lucky winners are: 
1. OMAR ALI AL ZUMAI
2. FAISAL FALEH  AL SUBAIEI
3. SAUD ABDULMOHSEN AL ZABEN
4. BADER ESAM  AL ESSA
5. WAEL HUSNI  BAIDAS

In addition to the daily draw, Burgan
Bank also offers a Quarterly Draw with
more chances to win higher rewards, offer-
ing the chance to one lucky customer to
win KD 125,000 every three months. The
Yawmi Account offers Daily and Quarterly
Draws, wherein the Quarterly Draw
requires customers to maintain a minimum
amount of KD 500 in their account for two
months prior to the draw date.
Additionally, every KD 10 in the account
will entitle customers to one chance of win-
ning.  If the account balance is KD 500 and
above, the account holder will be qualified
for both the quarterly and daily draws.  

Burgan Bank encourages everyone to
open a Yawmi account and/or increase
their deposit to maximize their chances
of becoming a winner. The higher the lev-
el of the deposit, the higher the likeli-
hood to win. 

Burgan Bank announces 
winners of Yawmi draw

Get KD 100 upon transfer of salary to ABK 
and be one of the lucky winners to double up!


