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KUWAIT: Packed with power and designed for open
air freedom, the AMG GT Roadster and AMG GT C
Roadster are now available at A.R. Albisher & Z.
Alkazemi Company, the authorized General
Distributor for Mercedes-Benz in Kuwait. 

Taking open-top motoring to a whole new exhila-
rating level, the latest AMG portfolio advances trans-
form from coupes to open-top sports cars at the touch
of a button and even on the go. Available in black, red
and beige, the three-layered fabric roof with magne-

sium/steel/aluminium support structure opens and
closes in around 11 seconds, while driving at speeds
of up to 50 km/h. Additional rollover protection is pro-
vided by an integrated aluminium cross-member with
rollover bars. 

Output of 410 kW (557 hp) and peak torque of 680
Nm means the new AMG GT C Roadster not only cuts
a fine figure, but also delivers a dynamic performance
thanks to active rear axle steering and rear axle lock-
ing differential, in combination with the AMG RIDE
CONTROL. Its 4.0-litre V8 biturbo engine and intelli-
gent mix of lightweight materials also underlie the
exclusive character of the new model, enabling a
sprint from zero to 100 km/h in 3.7 seconds and a top
speed of 316 km/h.

The AMG GT Roadster has an output of 350 kW
(476 hp) and 630 Nm of torque, and equally impres-

sive acceleration response to 100 km/h in just 4.0 sec-
onds, and a top speed of 302 km/h.

“The new AMG GT and AMG GT C Roadster are
exciting new additions to the AMG family, and we are
delighted to have them on display in our showroom.
Sports car enthusiasts will appreciate the spacious
interior, the perfectly weighted sharpness of the steer-
ing and multiple driving modes which ensure the high
performance never falters in the transition from
closed-top super coupe to open-top dream car. With
their technical refinements, these Roadsters seamless-
ly combine the thrill of professional driving with the
luxury of a convertible, making the hallmark AMG
driving performance an even more intensive experi-
ence,” said Mohammed Abdul Rahman Albisher,
Director and Michael Ruehle, CEO of A.R. Albisher & Z.
Alkazemi Company.

Highly expressive: The athletic exterior design
From the expressive AMG Panamericana grille to

the long, muscular bonnet and the wide rear end, the
two-seater guarantees a pure sports car experience
even when stationary. The striking AMG Panamericana
grille underlines the motor racing heritage: 15
chrome-plated, vertical bars echo the look of the cur-
rent Mercedes-A MG GT3 customer sports racing car.
The new front apron emphasizes the car’s width and
gives it a four-square appearance on the road. The

large outer air inlets ensure the supply of cooling air
to the engine. The pronounced shoulder is suggestive
of a tensed muscle, and enhances the impression of
sheer power and dynamism in combination with the
new 19-inch and 20-inch AMG light-alloy wheels in a
5-twin-spoke design.

Muscular with an emphasis 
on width: the rear end

The rear end also features numerous, conspicuous
innovations. The new aluminium side walls of the AMG
GT C Roadster widen the open-top two-seater by 57
millimetres compared to the AMG GT Roadster. This is
exactly the width of the AMG GT R. Compared to the
AMG GT Roadster, the muscular form also creates space
for the larger wheels and a wider track. Both measures
make for traction while allowing higher cornering
speeds. The likewise wider contours of the AMG GT C
Roadster’s rear apron also improve the airflow at the
rear with their large outer air vents. Both Roadster vari-
ants feature an aerofoil integrated into the boot lid. This
is electrically extended and retracted at defined speeds,
depending on the selected transmission mode.

High quality and exclusivity: the interior
The dramatic exterior lines are echoed inside, with

a wide dashboard, high beltlines, concave door panels
and a dynamically rising centre console. Low seat

positioning also perfectly integrates the driver with
the cockpit, offering the ultimate driving experience. 

Also adapted: the dual-clutch transmission
The developers have also adapted the seven-speed

dual clutch transmission in a transaxle arrangement at
the rear axle to the new power level of the Mercedes-
AMG GT C Roadster by modifying the hardware and
software. The first gear of the AMG SPEEDSHIFT DCT 7-
speed sport transmission has a higher ratio, while sev-
enth gear and the final drive have a lower ratio. This
makes for even more agile acceleration and very fast
responses to sudden accelerator movements.

The three transmission modes “C” (Comfort), “S”
(Sport), “S+” (Sport Plus) and the individually program-
mable setup “I” (Individual) allow a broad range of driv-
ing experiences from comfortable to very sporty, while
the transmission mode “RACE” is additionally available
for the Mercedes-AMG GT C Roadster. This mode opti-
mally adjusts the shift strategy of the dual clutch trans-
mission to the needs of the racetrack - very fast shift
speeds and highly emotive engine sound are included.
By pressing the separate “M” button in the centre con-
sole, the driver can activate the manual transmission
mode in any drive mode. The Mercedes-AMG GT
Roadster and Mercedes-AMG GT C Roadster are now
available at A.R. Albisher and Z.Alkazemi Company
Shuwaikh showroom. 
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KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and
most developed telecom operator,
announced the first week winners of the all
new “allo” draw for its prepaid customers. 

The names of the $ 1,500 daily prize were
as follows: Wasantha Lal Jalaji, Robinson
David Arboleda Roserokk, Mohammad Akash
Khalaf,  Reynta Longayan, Hanouf Eid
Khaliefah Alazmi, Abed Abdu Abu Alhassan
Hussain, Mohammad Hatem Abdulfattah
Mohammad Ata. Winners will be announced
throughout the campaign with a grand total
of almost $150,000 to give away! VIVA cus-
tomers can enjoy this wonderful opportunity
to win amazing cash prizes of $ 1,500 daily
and $ 30,000 monthly, throughout the cam-
paign by simply buying a new “allo” line or
recharging their current line through Direct
Debit, VIVA website, VIVA’s Kiosks, VIVA App or
by calling 102. Every KD 1 spent, earns VIVA
customers 10 chances to win, increasing their

winning chances the more they spend.
VIVA is the fastest-growing telecom opera-

tor in Kuwait. Launched in December 2008,
VIVA makes things Possible for its customers
by transforming communication, information
and entertainment experiences. The compa-
ny has rapidly established an unrivalled posi-
tion in the market through its customer cen-
tric approach. VIVA’s quest is to be the mobile
brand of choice in Kuwait by being transpar-
ent, engaging, energetic and fulfilling. VIVA
continues to take a considerable share of the
market by offering an innovative range of
best value products, services and content
propositions; a state of the art, nationwide
network and world-class service. VIVA offers
internet speeds of more than 100 Mbps, due
to the implementation of the most advanced
fourth generation (4G LTE) network in Kuwait
resulting in superior coverage, performance
and reliability. 

BERLIN: Germany’s solid job market has
attracted tens of thousands of southern
Europeans seeking an El Dorado while crisis
strangles their home economies, but few view
Europe’s biggest economy as a permanent
home. As Spain, Portugal and Greece plunged
into deep recession in the global financial cri-
sis of 2008, unemployment rates urged, reach-
ing 50 percent in Spain and Greece among the
youth. Faced with a glut of unfilled jobs in
Germany, where the economy is booming and
the working population is ageing, Chancellor
Angela Merkel in 2011 launched a call for
young Spaniards to seek employment here.

In 2013, Berlin and Madrid signed a deal
reserving 5,000 apprenticeship spots and full-
time posts for Spanish school-leavers.

Between 2008 and 2015, more than 47,000
Spaniards and 27,500 Greeks aged 18 to 25
arrived in Germany seeking work, according to

figures from Germany’s statistics office
Destatis. But several years on, the immigration
trend appears to be inversing. The number of
young Spaniards who have left Germany
soared from 2,800 in 2012 to 4,300 in 2015,
according to Destatis, as their home economy
started to recover.

‘Apprenticeship, lederhosen’ 
Albert del Barrio from Valencia was among

those who benefited from Germany’s wel-
come. After a year’s exchange programme at a
Prague university where he met his Italian girl-
friend, he decided to move to Berlin, where
“we can speak English” in his sector, he told
AFP. He found work quickly in a start-up for
smartphone industry marketing. “Clearly there
are many more job opportunities in Germany,”
he said. Some 600 kilometres (400 miles) to
the south of Berlin, another Spanish national,

31-year-old Jose Ramon Avendano Fuentes is
in an apprenticeship at an electricity firm.

The idea of trying his luck in Germany came
from his employment agency in Albacete in
2014, after he failed to land a job at home.
“They told me that it’s possible to find a job in
Germany where they really need people,” he
said in halting German. Since then, Fuentes has
managed to integrate into life in Tacherting, a
small south-eastern village with 5,000 people
located close to the Austrian border. He now
plays in a local orchestra and has no qualms
about walking around in traditional Bavarian
men’s wear-lederhosen. “I have about 500 col-
leagues, most of them are great,” he said.

‘We’re coming back’ 
But some are returning to their home coun-

tries, disillusioned after struggling to fit in in
Germany, where they sometimes find them-

selves with precarious contracts. Even del
Barrio and Fuentes, who have found what they
were seeking in Germany, don’t see them-
selves living here in the long run. 

“I would like to stay another two or three
years in Germany, but after,  well, life can
change a lot,” said Fuentes, who will finish his
job training in February but is still waiting to
land a full-time post.

Del Barrio is also eyeing a return to his
homeland. Although the Spanish economy
has been recovering, with growth expected to
reach 3.1 percent this year, del Barrio acknowl-
edged that the recovery remains fragile.

Nevertheless, he added: “I’m sure it will
improve.” In fact, as more southern Europeans
mull packing their bags and heading home,
some have even set up consulting services to
help them ease back into their local job mar-
kets. Sebastian Sanz, co-founder of a Madrid-

based help group called “Volvemos” (“We’re
coming back”), told AFP that there is an “enor-
mous desire” from the part of Spaniards to
return. Those who fail to find a footing in
Germany’s vital engineering or high-tech man-
ufacturing industries often find themselves
having to reexamine their ambitions, he said.
Some are increasingly “disillusioned” after
spending some time in the north, said Sanz,
pointing to nurses for instance, who he said
found that they are “more valued in Spain than
in Germany”. 

Javier Alarcon is one of those who went
back to Spain after four years in Germany
with his wife and children.  “We were alone
there while our families were back in Spain.
With two babies, it just got too complicat-
ed,” Alarcon, who was a project leader in
the German auto industry, told German
public radio. — AFP
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SAO PAULO: The South American trade bloc
Mercosur suspended Venezuela indefinitely
Saturday for failing to uphold democratic norms
amid an intensifying crackdown on dissent in
the country.

The bloc previously suspended Venezuela in
December for failing to uphold commitments it
made when it joined the group in 2012. The sus-
pension will have little practical effect, with no
economic sanctions or changes to trade or
migration, and the bloc said it would try to limit
any possible impact on Venezuelans to avoid
exacerbating the humanitarian crisis in the
country. Brazilian Foreign Minister Aloysio
Nunes, for instance, said Venezuelans remain
welcome in Brazil. Venezuelans routinely cross
into the continent’s largest nation in search of
food and other basic supplies amid shortages
back home. Instead, Nunes said the move would
have a “political effect.”

The new suspension will also make it harder
for Venezuela to return to good standing since it
can be lifted only when the bloc is satisfied that
democratic order has been restored.

Meeting in Sao Paulo, Mercosur foreign min-
isters said the move was meant to send a mes-
sage to their South American neighbor, which is
in the throes of a deepening political and eco-
nomic crisis.

“Today in Venezuela there is no democracy,”
Argentine Foreign Minister Jorge Faurie told
reporters after meeting with his counterparts
from Brazil, Uruguay and Paraguay. “Essentially
what Mercosur is saying is: Without democracy,
no, you cannot be a part of Mercosur.”

The suspension was widely expected, and
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro criticized
the decision even before it became fact.
“Nobody will kick us out of Mercosur, even if
they take illegal measures as they have done,” he

told Argentina’s Radio Rebelde earlier. “It is time
for us to unite, to create a trade bloc of power, of
development.”

The meeting came as Venezuela’s newly
formed constitutional assembly ousted the
country’s chief prosecutor, a one-time govern-
ment ally turned critic.

The assembly will have powers that super-
sede all other branches of government, and the
opposition fears it will be used as a tool to
strengthen Maduro’s power and crack down fur-
ther on his political opponents. Maduro and his
allies argue that it offers the best chance for
peace after months of unrest. —AP

Mercosur trade bloc suspends 

Venezuela on democracy fears

SAO PAULO: Venezuelan citizens living in Brazil protest against Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro, outside Sao Paulo’s City Hall as the Foreign Ministers of Mercosur meet in Sao Paulo.
The South American trade bloc has decided to suspend Venezuela for failing to follow demo-
cratic norms. — AP


