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KUWAIT: Not only smaller businesses, but also
some well-known stores are shutting down,
leaving their customers very disappointed,
especially if they were used to shopping from
these stores for years. The first disappearance of
shops that were in the market for many years
started months after the financial crisis in 2008.
Some stores resisted, but only for a few more
years. This was first seen at the Avenues Mall
due to the extremely high rents, where many
stores shut down.

The closures are particularly related to the
fashion business, after stores of small compa-
nies closed at The Avenues a few months back.
Also, over five stores of one company shut
down. This company dealt with various luxury
brands, and finally kept only two stores at The
Avenues. It recently closed its store at Arraya
Mall and its huge outlet in Salmiya. It still runs

three stores in Salhiya Complex, a few stores in
Thuraya and two at Gate Mall.

Many employees lost their jobs due to this
crisis, and customers are very disappointed over
not being able to shop in their favorite stores.
They fear that the rest of the stores of this com-
pany will shut down too. Not only local stores,
but international brands are also vanishing.
After 2009, many global brands stopped manu-
facturing on a large scale, and limited their pro-
duction to small collections that are only avail-
able online.  

Online shopping and social media play a
great role in competing with small businesses.
Many people who are not obsessed with shop-
ping and are not big fans of going to the market
and the malls find it much easier to shop online,
which from their point of view, saves time,
effort, fuel, etc. On some sites, they can find
almost everything they need cheaper than in
the stores. Also, competition by businesses

using social media and providing delivery hit
the business of many shops. Vendors running
home businesses through Instagram and other
apps do not have to pay expensive monthly
rentals and salaries, so they have a chance to
offer better prices. 

The most recent shops that closed were at
Muneera Complex in Salmiya, which houses
mostly cosmetics shops. Marcel, a saleslady at
one of the last two fashion stores there, said
that she expects the store where she works to
shut down soon, as sales are weak, especially
after three other fashion and accessories stores
closed a few weeks back. “This complex turned
into a place with cosmetic shops, while in the
beginning it was a mall with mostly fashion
stores and only one shop for cosmetics. Our
sales are bad, and I think that the owner sells
goods online. The complex even increased the
rent although we have very poor sales,” she told
Kuwait Times.

Workers losing jobs 
as businesses collapse

Kuwait Fair
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Kuwait
International Fair Executive
Director Basimah Al-
Duhaim asked local compa-
nies to participate in one of
the most important inter-
national Islamic and com-
mercial events that will be
held from Feb 6-10, 2018 -
the Kuwait Second
Commercial International
Fair. The fair will host mem-
ber countries of the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation under the
sponsorship of HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah.

Death of fish
Public Works Minister

Abdulrahman Al-Mutawa
said predicting reasons for
the death of fish is very
difficult under the adverse
environment circum-
stances and the continua-
tion of pumping sewage
water in Kuwait Bay, which
will cause many red tide
incidents and death of fish
at an abnormal rate.

Dental center 
Assistant undersecre-

tary for dental sector Dr
Yousuf Al-Duwairi said the
new specialized dental
center near Farwaniya hos-
pital will be opened very
soon. This he said will be
one of the largest centers
in the country and will
provide quality services.
The building costs around
KD 15.7 million. The center
is within the comprehen-
sive expansion of the new
Farwaniya hospital and
will increase the hospital’s
capacity, enhance services
and reduce waiting rates.

KUWAIT: Workers at the Ministry of Electricity
and Water, in collaboration with oil compa-
nies, have controlled all oil spots surrounding
the southern and northern Al-Zour power
plants, an official at the ministry said yester-
day. Haitham Al-Ali, the Ministry’s chief power
engineer made the statement to reporters on
the sidelines of an event held by the ministry
on a campaign of blood donation by workers
of Al-Shuaiba power plant.

Production over the last two days was
reduced for the safety of workers at the plants
and equipment, he said. Asked about average
production of the southern and northern

Shuaiba plants, he said production is ranging
between 13-14 megawatts during summer,
making up 15 percent of output of the coun-
try’s plants. 

Meanwhile, oil sector’s spokesman Sheikh
Talal Al-Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah said yes-
terday that emergency teams have removed
most oil spill spots and encircled all coastal
zones after securing vital facilities of Al-Zour
zone and its surrounding areas. The coastal
zones have been encircled and coasts were
cleaned after making sure that there were no
effects of any other oil spots in the sea, he
added in  a  news statement.  He ex tol led

cooperation of citizens and residents who
stayed away from the prohibited areas for
their safety. 

Asked about the source of oil spots, he said
some samples were taken and sent to labora-
tories to be analyzed in order to uncover rea-
sons in this matter. The teams have continued
to exert their efforts, in collaboration with
Ministry of Electricity and Water, to follow up
and contain the remaining oil spots in the
southern area. This is in line with plans and
results of evaluation prepared by emergency
teams and the relevant international agencies.
—Agencies

Blood donation drive by workers of Al-Shuaiba power plant.

Workers, emergency 
teams battle oil spill


