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GENEVA: Cholera is believed to have affect-
ed more than 500,000 people and killed
nearly 2,000 since late April, the World
Health Organization said yesterday. A full
503,484 suspected cases and 1,975 deaths
are attributable to the outbreak that erupt-
ed less than four months ago in the war-rav-
aged country, a WHO overview showed.
More than a quarter of the deaths and over
41 percent of all suspected cases are chil-

dren, according to the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 

WHO said the speed at which the deadly
waterborne disease was spreading had slowed
significantly since early July, but warned that it
was still affecting an estimated 5,000 people
each day. The collapse of Yemen’s infrastruc-
ture after more than two years of war between
the Saudi-backed government and Shiite
rebels who control the capital Sanaa has

allowed the country’s cholera epidemic to
swell to the largest in the world.

WHO warned that the disease had
spread rapidly due to deteriorating hygiene
and sanitation conditions, with millions of
people cut off from clean water across the
country. “Yemen’s health workers are operat-
ing in impossible conditions,” WHO chief
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a
statement. “Thousands of people are sick,

but there are not enough hospitals, not
enough medicines, not enough clean water,”
he said, also lamenting that many of the
doctors and nurses needed to rein in the
outbreak had not been paid for nearly a
year. “They must be paid their wages so that
they can continue to save lives,” he said.

WHO said that it and its partners were
“working around the clock” to support the
national efforts to halt the outbreak, adding

that more than 99 percent of people who con-
tract cholera in Yemen can survive if they can
access health services. More than 15 million
people in the country have no access to basic
healthcare. Tedros called on all sides in Yemen’s
conflict, which has killed more than 8,300 peo-
ple since March 2015, to urgently seek a politi-
cal solution. “The people of Yemen cannot bear
it much longer - they need peace to rebuild
their lives and their country,” he said. — AFP 

Yemen cholera cases soar past half-million: WHO

MANSHIYEH, Jordan: Since his family fled civil
war in Syria five years ago, 15-year-old Ali Al-
Sbehi hasn’t set foot in a school. Instead, he has
put in 12-hour shifts in a supermarket, a fast
food stand and now a coffee shop, enduring
abuse from employers, back-breaking work and
low pay because he is the sole breadwinner for
his family of eight. “I have no future,” said the
lanky teen with narrow shoulders, offering a
sober assessment of his prospects.

Ali is among more than half a million Syrian
refugee children of school age - or one-third of
the total - who are not in school or informal edu-
cation in overburdened regional host countries
Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey, Egypt and Iraq. They
should all have been enrolled by now under a
pledge made 18 months ago by donor countries
and international organizations at a Syria aid
conference in London.

Millions of dollars 
At the time, donors promised hundreds of

millions of dollars to meet the education target,
as part of a shift from emergency aid to longer-
term development to cope with the fallout from
Syria’s civil  war,  now in its seventh year.
However, Syria aid has been plagued by persist-
ent funding shortfalls, as donors face compet-
ing global crises. 

A UN-led $8 billion aid appeal for 2017 - $3.4
billion for Syria and $4.6 billion for the host
countries - was only 25 percent funded by July,
according to UN figures. “If we were fully funded
... more children would be back in school,” said
Juliette Touma, regional spokeswoman for
UNICEF, the UN child welfare agency.

Money could alleviate both the direct and
indirect causes of children not getting an educa-
tion. Deepening poverty among refugees drives
more boys into menial work and more girls into
early marriage. Local schools are overcrowded.
Parents often lack money for transportation to
and from school, or fear for their children’s safe-
ty. Progress has been made and many of the
donors have stepped up, Touma said. The out-of-
school rate in regional host countries dropped
from 45 percent to 34 percent between
December 2015 and December 2016.

Britain’s Department for International
Development, when asked about donors miss-
ing the target set in London, pointed to the
improvement, saying that “for the first time since
the start of the crisis there are more children in
school than not in school.” It added that “the
scale of the challenge remains huge.” In Jordan,
about 126,000 of 212,000 Syrian refugee chil-
dren are enrolled in school, with the govern-
ment supporting the campaign by doubling the

number of schools with two shifts to 200 in the
fall of 2016. Another 46,000 children participate
in informal education. This includes new catch-
up programs at 60 centers where children who
missed more than three years of school can
make up for lost time. In the past, such children
would not have been able to return to school.

Entry point 
Summer school offers an entry point for

those who registered late. “In Syria, there was
war, and planes,” said 11-year-old Mohammed
Faisal, a first grader in summer school. “But I like
being here. They take us out on breaks, they feed
us yummy food, and the teachers treat us with
kindness.” This leaves about 40,000 Syrian
refugee children in Jordan who can’t or won’t
return to school, as well as thousands more at
risk of dropping out.

Robert Jenkins, the head of UNICEF in Jordan,
said his $96 million education budget for 2017 is
only half funded, and that this jeopardizes pro-
grams meant to encourage children to stay in
school or re-enroll. Currently, about 52,000 chil-
dren get cash grants of 20 dinars ($28) a month
to help with school transportation and other
costs related to education, or to enable boys to
quit their jobs. Jenkins said he had hoped to
double the number of participants this year, but
instead might have to phase out the program for
lack of money. Jenkins said anecdotal evidence
suggests child labor among Syrian refugees is on
the rise, but that no statistics are available. “We

need to work on both supporting the families
and supporting the school system together for
this to be successful,” he said. He said refugee
parents face tough choices. “If you ask your typi-
cal Syrian refugee family, at the top of the list
remains (the wish for) continuing education” of
their children, he said.

When Ali Sbehi was 10, his family tried unsuc-
cessfully to register him for school in Jordan. He
was told at the time he would need to repeat
third grade because his parents lacked docu-
ments showing he had already completed it in
Syria. He refused to do so. Since then, he has for-
gotten most of what he learned in Syria. His
father, who had worked in construction, became
bedridden with back problems three years ago.

Ali is now responsible for supporting the fam-
ily. “I cannot let my family starve to death,” he
said. “I am obliged to work, to take responsibility.
I have to handle it so I can bring in money.”
During his last job, at a coffee shop, Ali used to
wake up at 2 p.m. every day to go to work and
return home around dawn. He would sweep
floors and serve customers water pipes, with a
maximum of five dinars ($7) in his pocket at the
end of the shift. His employer often withheld
some of that money, and still owes him 63 dinars
($100), Ali said. Ali’s mother, 40-year-old Khalida,
is worried about him. “I am scared when he’s
walking back home somebody will hit him or say
something to him. I am afraid for him, a lot,” she
said. “Sometimes I just call him and tell him to
hell with work, just come home.”  — AP 

A Third of Syrian refugee kids 

not in school, despite pledges

Syria aid plagued by persistent funding shortfalls

ZAATARI: In this Monday, Aug. 6, 2017 photo, a girl walks to school in the Zaatari Refugee
Camp for Syrian refugees. — AP 

GORAKHPUR, India: An Indian woman looks after her child at the encephalitis ward
of the Baba Raghav Das Hospital in this city in the northern Indian state of Uttar
Pradesh yesterday. — AFP 

GORAKHPUR, India: Indian health authori-
ties yesterday delivered oxygen to a public
hospital where 63 people have died of
encephalitis in recent days, nearly half of
them children, as it ran out of medical sup-
plies because of unpaid bills, triggering pub-
lic outrage. The deaths of the children have
again exposed India’s underfunded and
poorly managed public healthcare despite
Prime Minister Narendra Modi government’s
vows to revamp the system.

Hundreds of people die each year in
India of encephalitis, a mosquito-borne dis-
ease common during the monsoon season,
and no medical official directly linked the
recent deaths to a lack of oxygen. But com-
plaints that the hospital in the eastern city of
Gorakhpur did not have enough supplies
has stoked anger against the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party which governs Uttar
Pradesh state.

“We now have adequate supplies of oxy-
gen cylinders, there was a shortage last
week... but I am not in a position to say
whether they were the cause behind the
deaths,” R K Sahai, a senior medical officer in
the hospital, said. Television images of par-
ents emerging from the hospital carrying
the bodies of infants and alleging they died
because there they didn’t get oxygen have
led to a firestorm of criticism of chief minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath, a saffron-robed Hindu
hardliner who took office earlier this year.

Bipin Singh said his six-year-old daughter
died on Thursday because of lack of oxygen
and he had seen six other children die for
the same reason. “My daughter and other
children were unable to breathe. We kept

telling the nurses that they should call the
doctors. The doctors said they have ordered
for oxygen cylinders but we never saw them
being used.”

Bahadur Nishad, who lost a four-year-old
son suffering from encephalitis, said he was
ready to pay for the oxygen cylinders him-
self. “They told me there was a shortage of
cylinders,” he said and turned his wrath on
chief minister Yogi Adityanath whose elec-
toral constituency is Gorakhpur. Other par-
ents spoke of desperately trying to arrange
basic materials such as cotton gauze, glu-
cose injections and blood supplies as their
children struggled for life in the wards.

Patients continued to stream into the hos-
pital over the weekend. Some 450 patients
suffering from encephalitis were admitted on
Saturday alone, of whom 200 were children
under 12, hospital records showed. Many
were being treated on the floor and near toi-
lets due to the shortage of beds. Government
expenditure on public health is about one
percent of GDP, among the world’s lowest. In
recent years, Modi’s government has
increased health spending and vowed to
make healthcare more affordable.

The Uttar Pradesh government fired the
head of the hospital as well as the doctor
who headed the paediatrics department to
head off criticism from the opposition. But
Rajeev Misra, the sacked chief of the hospi-
tal, told reporters he had repeatedly written
to the state administration to release funds
to pay suppliers. Sahai, the medical officer at
the hospital, said authorities were investi-
gating the reasons for the shortage of oxy-
gen cylinders. — Reuters 

India restores hospital 
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BEIRUT: Lebanese army soldiers take pictures near military vehicles that were unloaded from a ship at Beirut’s port. — AP 

BEIRUT: Hundreds of Syrian rebels and civilians
started leaving the Lebanon-Syria border area
yesterday after a deal was reached for their
departure following days of delay, the media
arm of Lebanon’s militant Hezbollah group said.
In Beirut, meanwhile, the United State handed
over to the Lebanese army eight Bradley
Fighting Vehicles, part of a total of 32 that will be
delivered over the coming months in US support
for the Lebanese military.

At the border, buses carrying members of the
Levant People’s Brigades rebel group started
moving from the badlands of the Lebanese bor-
der town of Arsal in the direction of the Syrian
village of Fleeta. More than 3,000 people were
expected to leave by the end of the day. The
evacuation comes nearly two weeks after more

than 7,000 Syrians, many of them al-Qaida-
linked fighters and their families, left Arsal, fol-
lowing an offensive by Hezbollah.

The Levant People’s Brigades whose mem-
bers did not take part in last month’s battles will
be heading to the Syrian government-held town
of Ruhaiba, about 50 kilometers northeast of the
Syrian capital, Damascus, where they will return
to normal life following an amnesty by the state,
according to Hezbollah’s Al-Manar TV. The only
insurgents remaining on Lebanon’s side of the
border now are members of the Islamic State
group - hundreds of IS fighters control a stretch
of land that is almost equally split between
Lebanon and Syria.

The Lebanese army has been preparing an
attack on IS-held areas for weeks there, sending

in reinforcements and pounding the area with
artillery shells and rockets. The Syrian army and
Hezbollah are also preparing for a simultaneous
attack on IS on the Syrian side of the border. At
the Bradley handover ceremony at Beirut’s port,
US Ambassador Elizabeth Richard said the vehi-
cles represent an investment of over $100 mil-
lion that will “provide the Lebanese Armed
Forces with new capabilities to protect Lebanon,
to protect its borders and to fight terrorists.” The
US has supplied the Lebanese military with
Cessna aircraft that discharge Hellfire missiles,
helicopters, anti-tank missiles, artillery and
radars, as well as training. The American
Embassy says the US has provided Lebanon with
over $1.4 billion in security assistance since
2005. — PA 
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UNDISCLOSED LOCATION: On board the
Aquarius, one of the last NGO ships still
operating off the coast of Libya, rescuers
are worried they are not seeing any more
boatloads of migrants at sea. Libya’s navy
last week ordered foreign vessels to stay
out of a coastal “search and rescue zone” for
migrants headed for Europe, a measure
aimed at nongovernmental organizations it
accuses of facilitating traffickers in illegal
migration. One by one the NGOs halted
operations, except the Aquarius. The 68-
metre orange boat, formerly used by the
German coastguard, sailed alone off the
Libyan coast on Sunday.

“For the moment, we are continuing our
patrol operation in international waters,”
said Nicola Stall, search and rescue coordi-
nator for the Aquarius, which is operated
by SOS Mediterranee and Doctors Without
Borders (MSF). And so the Aquarius team of
rescuers keeps up its two-hour rotation,
day and night, to watch for migrants float-
ing on overcrowded and unseaworthy
boats. MSF workers meanwhile check their
stocks of medications, while other volun-
teers give the bridge a fresh coat of paint.

As they wait, they are concerned about
the calm sea and the favorable winds of the
past few days. Despite such weather condi-
tions, they haven’t seen a migrant boat for
a week now. “It’s very hard to know what is
going on in Libya,” says Marcella Kraay, the
MSF chief on board. Even during the bad
weather in winter, they have never gone
more than three weeks without rescuing
hundreds of migrants. “What we’re seeing
at sea is that it seems fewer small boats are
leaving Libya, and those that do leave are
intercepted by the Libyan coastguards,” she
says, adding that they were trying to get
Libya to clarify the zone that foreign ships
are barred from. The Aquarius may be
joined by vessels from the Spanish charity
Proactiva Open Arms, which was expected
to resume operations on Monday.

Warning shots 
Last week Libyan coastguards fright-

ened off most NGO rescue ships when they

fired shots in the air opposite one vessel,
warning that they would target it directly
the next time. The Aquarius has an emer-
gency plan so everyone on board can lock
themselves in should the ship be boarded.
There are about a dozen people from the
two NGOs, from several European countries
as well as the United States and Australia.

Sailors volunteer their time to SOS
Mediterranee while the MSF team includes
doctors as well as logistical and technical
people, veterans of humanitarian crises
such as the Ebola epidemic and the Iraqi
battle at Mosul. The ship’s captain hails
from Belarus and the roughly 10 crew
members are mostly Slavs, hired with the
boat but having chosen to take part in this
rescue mission, which has been going on
since last year. 

At night the Aquarius keeps about 30
miles from the Libyan coast, mainly to
avoid fishermen’s nets. During the day it
moves closer so the coastline is visible, but
stays about 24 miles away unless the Italian
coastguard calls on them to help with res-
cues nearer shore. Six years since a revolu-
tion that toppled longtime dictator
Moamer Kadhafi, Libya has become a key
departure point for migrants risking their
lives to cross the Mediterranean to Europe.

‘Grave concern’ 
Italy, which has borne the brunt of the

migrant influx from north Africa, has wel-
comed Libya’s decision to bar NGO ships
and invest more in its coastguard. The num-
ber of migrants reaching Italy is down com-
pared with last year. So far in August
authorities say there have been 1,700
arrivals, far from the 21,300 recorded for
the entire month in 2016. But for humani-
tarian groups, what happens to migrants
returned to or kept in camps in Libya is
even more worrying. “Fewer ships in the
area will mean more people will drown at
sea. And those taken back by the Libyan
coastguards will be kept in captivity, and
again exposed to violence, abuse, maltreat-
ment, exortion,” says MSF’s Kraay. “This is
really a grave concern.”  —AFP 

Lone migrant rescue ship 
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