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SEOUL: Tensions between the United
States and North Korea tend to flare sud-
denly and fade almost as quickly - but the
latest escalation won’t likely go away quite
so easily. Events closer to home, including
deadly violence at a white nationalist rally
in Virginia, could demand more of
President Donald Trump’s attention in the
days ahead and cut into the volume and
frequency of his fiery North Korea rhetoric.
But North Korea has yet to back away from
its biggest threat: a plan to lob missiles
toward U.S. military bases on the island of
Guam that Pyongyang says should be
ready for leader Kim Jong Un to review
anytime now. Will it all stop there?

Or, despite the extremely high risks,
will Kim really give the go order? And,

regardless of what Kim does or doesn’t do,
will the tough-talking Trump feel com-
pelled to take matters into his own hands?
Unpredictable as the situation is, some
potential flashpoints to watch for:

Bomber flights
This could be the biggest trigger. North

Korea says it was compelled to put the
Guam plan together because it feels
threatened by a squadron of B-1B
bombers on the island that the US has
increasingly sent to fly in Korean airspace
in symbolic shows of force during times of
particular tension. But that may be only a
pretense.

North Korea is certainly sensitive to the
bombers, which could cause a lot of dev-

astation if a war did start. But it also might
just want an excuse to fully test the capa-
bilities of its new Hwasong-12 intermedi-
ate-range missiles. Either way, it’s a cagey
tactic: If Trump orders the B-1Bs to stay on
the ground, Pyongyang can claim victory.
If he orders them to fly, North Korea has its
excuse to launch. If, of course, that’s what
it really wants to do - Pyongyang wisely
left itself a lot of wiggle room and hasn’t
committed itself one way or the other.

Liberation day
Aug 15 is the anniversary of the end of

World War II in 1945 and the Korean
Peninsula’s liberation from Japanese
colonial rule. Pyongyang likes to use big
anniversaries to make high-profile state-

ments with military activity or political
provocations. It launched its first inter-
continental ballistic missile, for example,
on July 4 - Independence Day in the
United States.

This week’s World War II anniversary
isn’t linked so closely to veneration of
North Korea’s ruling Kim family, the pri-
mary days for demonstrating national
power. But it’s a national holiday just the
same and could be an opportune
moment for the North to make some kind
of a move. So far, however, there haven’t
been any telltale signs of anything brew-
ing in Pyongyang. The day could just be
marked with small celebrations and the
distribution of free treats - or maybe more
rhetoric about the Guam missile plan.

War games
This is another likely trigger, if Pyongyang

is going to actually do anything. Tens of
thousands of US and South Korean troops
are expected to kick off the annual Ulchi-
Freedom Guardian military exercises on
Aug. 21. North Korea sees these exercises
and larger ones held every spring as a
rehearsal for invasion. Getting Washington
to halt them has long been one of
Pyongyang’s key demands, and it regularly
stirs the pot around the time they’re held.
North Korea carried out its biggest nuclear
test just after last year’s UFG drills ended and
fired four Scud ER missiles into waters off
Japan to coincide with the spring exercises
this past March. This year’s UFG exercises are
expected to last around 10 days. —AP

Will N Korea’s Kim pull the trigger?

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan yesterday
celebrated 70 years of independ-
ence from British India with a
patriotic display including a giant
flag and a show of airpower, as
the military’s top brass vowed to
wipe out terrorists days after a
deadly blast. Celebrations began
at the stroke of midnight with
firework shows in major cities. 

At the highly symbolic Wagah
eastern border crossing with
India, army chief General Qamar
Javed Bajwa raised a massive
national flag on a 400 foot (122-
metre) pole as crowds chanted
patriotic slogans. Following the
chest-thumping performance
Bajwa said the country was mak-
ing progress and promised to “go
after each and every terrorist in
Pakistan”. “We have made a few
mistakes in the past, but we are
on the road to development
under the guidance of our consti-
tution,” he added.

A powerful bomb targeted a
military vehicle in the restive capi-
tal of Balochistan province late
Saturday, killing 14 people includ-
ing several troops. The military lat-
er said the blast, claimed by the
Islamic State group, was intended
to mar Independence Day cele-
brations. Pakistan also faces fresh
political turmoil after the
Supreme Court last month sacked
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif fol-
lowing an investigation into cor-
ruption allegations against his
family. In Islamabad his newly-
elected successor Shahid Khaqan
Abbasi, along with top generals
and foreign dignitaries, presided
over a 31-gun salute and flag-rais-
ing ceremony to mark the holiday. 

“The independence that we
got 70 years ago was the fruit of
the exemplary struggle of our
ancestors,” said Abbasi in an
address to the nation. “Thousands

of Muslims have made sacrifices
for our future and the future of
our children.” Further south in
Karachi the day began with a
changing of the guard at the
mausoleum of the country ’s
founder Mohammad Ali Jinnah,
where politicians and military
commanders laid floral wreaths.

‘Long live Pakistan’
The skies above the capital

were later streaked with multi-col-
ored smoke as the air force hosted
Pakistan’s largest air show to date.
Fighter jets criss-crossed over the
leafy capital in aerobatic maneu-
vers as thousands packed shoul-
der-to-shoulder applauded from a
park below. Planes from close allies
Saudi Arabia and Turkey also took
part. In Lahore students cruised

through the eastern city’s streets
on motorbikes waving flags and
screaming “Long live Pakistan!” 

Up north in the Swat valley near
the restive border with Afghanistan
celebrations were more subdued,
with events at schools cancelled
due to “prevailing law and order”
issues. In nearby Peshawar, the cap-

ital of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province, Christians held special
services at a church and freed
doves to mark the holiday.   

“Four years back my father and
brother died in this church in a sui-
cide attack, but I am still here pray-
ing for my beloved country,”
schoolteacher Neelam Anwar told
AFP. In August 1947 the British Raj
was dismantled with the subconti-
nent divided into two independ-

ent states — Hindu-majority India
and Muslim-majority Pakistan.
Millions were uprooted in one of
the largest mass migrations in his-
tory, with experts estimating at
least one million died in the com-
munal violence unleashed by par-
tition. The carnage sowed the
seeds of the acrimony that led to

three wars, and generations later
this defining moment in the sub-
continent’s history is still polarized
by nationalism and rancor. The
countries still wrangle over a large
part of their shared border, espe-
cially in disputed Kashmir. They
even recognize their independ-
ence from British rule on separate
days, with Pakistan claiming
August 14th and India celebrating
the following day. —AFP

Pakistan marks 70 years of 

independence with air show
Military’s top brass vowed to wipe out terrorists

DAN DONG: This file picture taken on July 6, 2017 shows a tourist looking
out from the Broken Bridge next to the Friendship bridge (L) on the Yalu
River connecting the North Korean town of Sinuiju and the Chinese bor-
der city. —AFP

BEIJING: A look at recent develop-
ments in the South China Sea, where
China is pitted against smaller neigh-
bors in multiple disputes over islands,
coral reefs and lagoons in waters cru-
cial for global commerce and rich in
fish and potential oil and gas reserves:

Taiwan reports more 
Chinese military flights 

Taiwan says it has tracked more
Chinese military aircraft flying apparent
training missions to the south and east of
the island. The defense ministry said a
pair of Chinese Y-8 surveillance aircraft
flew through the Bashi Strait between
Taiwan and the Philippines then out into
the Pacific in a northeasterly direction on
Sunday. It said the pair were joined at
one point by two Chinese Su-30 fighter
jets as they flew through the Miyako
Strait north of the island.

That marked the third t ime this
month that Chinese military planes
were seen in the vicinity of Taiwanese
air  space,  according to the off icial
Central News Agency. Previous flights
on Aug 5 and Aug 8 included Y-8s and
other aircraft. China claims Taiwan as its
own territory to be brought under its
control by force if necessary, and the
two share an overlapping claim to most
of  the South China Sea.  However,
Taiwan occupies just the largely uncon-
tested Pratas islands and just one island
in the hotly disputed Spratly chain,
unlike Beijing, which has aggressively
pursued its claims, including building
seven man-made islands atop coral
reefs and adding airstrips and other
infrastructure of military usefulness.

China has also taken a tougher
stance toward Taiwan since last year’s
election of independence -leaning
President Tsai Ing-wen, who has refused
to endorse Beijing’s contention that
Taiwan is part of the Chinese nation. The
tougher stance has so far been limited
largely to diplomatic and economic
measures, although Chinese commenta-
tors frequently speculate on the poten-
tial need for military steps to bring addi-
tional pressure on Tsai.

Taiwan’s defense ministry said the
Chinese planes remained outside the
island’s air defense identification zone,
and said the citizens had nothing to
worry about. Taiwan has as recently as
last month scrambled f ighters to
respond to the presence of China’s
planes but the ministry gave no indica-
tion it did so this time.

Chinese reclamation 
work continuing 

A leading US think tank released a
new report documenting what it said
was continuing reclamation work on
Chinese-controlled islands in the area,
despite a recent claim by China’s for-
eign minister that such work stopped
two years ago.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi said Aug. 7
that China had “stopped or already
completed land reclamation” on its
holdings in the South China Sea two
years ago. China has built seven new
islands in the Spratly chain by piling
sand and cement atop coral  reefs.
However,  the Washington-based
Center for Strategic and International
Studies said China was continuing to

reclaim land in the Paracel  Is lands
north of the Spratlys.

Wang’s claim “is false” and China’s
reclamation work “did not end in mid-
2015 with the completion of its artifi-
cial islands in the Spratlys,” said the
report. The Paracels play “a key role in
China’s goal of establishing surveil-
lance and power projection capabilities
throughout the South China Sea,” the
report said. “To this end, Beijing has
undertaken substantial upgrades of its
military infrastructure in the Paracels.”
China occupies 20 outposts  in the
chain and improvements include the
addit ion of  harbors,  hel ipads,  an
airstrip, hangars and a surface-to-air
missile battery, the report said.

China expresses 
dissatisfaction with US 

China expressed its “strong dissatis-
faction” with the US over the Navy’s lat-
est freedom of navigation operation in
which a warship sailed past one of
China’s man-made islands. In a state-
ment late Thursday, Chinese Foreign
M inistr y  spokesman Geng Shuang
called the US Navy’s action a “provoca-
tion” that “severely undermines China’s
sovereignty and security, and severely
endangers the safety of frontline per-
sonnel of both sides.”

China routinely protests such opera-
tions, which President Donald Trump’s
administration has continued partly to
reassure allies locked in territorial dis-
putes with Beijing. The US move will
“compel China to take measures to fur-
ther raise its capacity to defend nation-
al territory,” Geng said, adding that the
Chinese navy “identified the U.S. war-
ship, warned and expelled it .” A US
Navy official told The Associated Press
that the destroyer USS John S. McCain
sailed past Mischief Reef on Thursday
but gave no details.

Tillerson visits Malaysia 
US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson

vis ited Thai land and Malaysia  last
week, in an effort to shore up relations
with two of America’s Southeast Asian
allies and urge them to maintain pres-
sure on North Korea. Malaysia exercises
claims in the South China Sea, while
Thailand lies outside the dispute. Both
have been cultivating closer ties to key
trading partner Beijing, raising conster-
nation in Washington,  which had
angered the country’s rulers by raising
concerns over human rights, attacks on
political rivals and corruption.

Tillerson flew to Bangkok from the
Philippines, where he had met with his
counterpar ts  from the 10-member
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
at an annual regional gathering that
focused heavily on North Korea’s push
to advance its nuclear weapons and
missi le  programs.  Deputy Pr ime
Minister Zahid Hamidi said in a state-
ment they held talks Wednesday, cen-
tered on security issues including ter-
rorism and human trafficking as well as
bi lateral  and international  issues.
Tillerson had met Prime Minister Najib
Razak after arriving late Tuesday from
Bangkok. During a visit by Najib to
Beijing last year, China and Malaysia
said their navies will cooperate more in
the South China Sea. —AP

Recent developments 

in the South China Sea

ISLAMABAD: An aerobatic team performs during celebrations to mark the country’s
Independence Day. —AFP

HAGATNA: Tourists haven’t  been
deterred from visiting the tropical island
of Guam even though the US territory
has been the target of threats from
North Korea during a week of angry
words exchanged by Pyongyang and
Washington. Chiho Tsuchiya of Japan
heard the news, but she decided to
come anyway with her husband and
two children. “I feel Japan and Korea
also can get danger from North Korea,
so staying home is the same,” said the
40-year-old.

Won Hyung-jin,  an off icial  from
Modetour, a large South Korean travel
agency, said several customers called
with concerns, but they weren’t worried
enough to pay cancellation fees for
their trips. “It seems North Korea racks
up tension once or twice every year, and
travelers have become insensitive about
it,” Won said. His company has sent
about 5,000 travelers to Guam a month
this year, mostly on package tours.

The US territory has a population of
160,000, but it attracted 1.5 million visi-
tors last year. One third of Guam’s jobs
are in the tourism industry. Guam is a key
outpost for the US military, which uses it
as a base for bombers and submarines.
The island’s sandy beaches and aquama-
rine waters make it a popular getaway
for travelers from Japan and South Korea.
Guam is only about three hours by plane
from major cities in both countries.

Low-cost airlines 
The number of South Korean travel-

ers in particular has been growing lately
because five low-cost airlines started
flying to Guam from South Korea, said
Antonio Muna, the vice president of
Guam Visitors Bureau. This helped boost
arrival figures to a 20-year-high in July,
Muna said. The threats came in a week
in which longstanding tensions

between the countries risked abruptly
boiling over. New United Nations sanc-
tions co�demning the North’s rapidly
developing nuclear program drew fresh
ire and threats from Pyongyang.
President Donald Trump responded by
vowing to rain down “fire and fury” if
challenged. The North then threatened
to lob missiles near Guam.

Kenji Kikuchi, 39, arrived from Japan
last week and planned to leave Tuesday
as scheduled. He was aware of the
threat from reading the local newspaper
and was a little worried. But he said
North Korea’s missiles would fall in the
water not on Guam. His 8-year-old son
and 4-year-old daughter weren’t con-
cerned. “They talk about it, but they
don’t care about it. So they like the sea
and the pool,” he said.

The Guam Visitors Bureau has heard
reports of cancellations, but Muna said
it doesn’t yet have any concrete figures
on how many took place. Officials are
still expecting a strong August, Muna
said. “Japan and Korea make over 90
percent of our arrivals.  And they ’re
much closer to North Korea than Guam
is,” Muna said. The agency has been
relaying assurances from the governor
and defense officials that Guam is pro-
tected and safe, he said. Trump told
Guam’s Republican governor the global
attention would send more tourists to
the island.

“You’re going to go up like tenfold
with the expenditure of no money,” he
told Gov. Eddie Calvo in a telephone
conversation Calvo posted Sunday on
Facebook. Trump said he’d been watch-
ing scenes of Guam on the news, and “it
just looks like a beautiful place.” Calvo
replied: “It’s paradise.” “We’ve got 95 per-
cent occupancy and after all this stuff
calms down, we’re going to have 110
percent occupancy,” Calvo said. —AP 

Tensions not keeping  

tourists from Guam

Australian deputy PM 

under citizenship cloud

CANBERRA: Australia’s deputy prime minister yesterday
became the latest lawmaker to reveal he might have
breached a constitutional prohibition on dual citizens
becoming lawmakers, after the New Zealand government
declared he was a kiwi. Barnaby Joyce told Parliament he
would become the fifth lawmaker to be referred to the High
Court since last month for scrutiny over whether he was enti-
tled to remain in Parliament. Joyce, who leads the conserva-
tive Nationals minor coalition party, said he had legal advice
that he would be cleared by the court and would not stand
down from Cabinet.

The 116-year-old section of the constitution that bans
dual nationals is taking an extraordinary toll on the finely
balanced Parliament elected in July last year. Before the
careers of five came under a cloud since July, only two
elected lawmakers were caught. Both were elected in the
late 1990s and were quickly disqualified by the High Court,
the first over New Zealand citizenship and the second for
being British. Critics of the constitutional rule argue it no
longer suits the modern multicultural Australia in which
almost half the population was born overseas or has at least
one overseas-born parent.

If Joyce was disqualified, Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull’s center-right government could lose its single-
seat majority in the House of Representatives where parties
need a majority to govern.  The other four lawmakers are
senators who if disqualified would be replaced by members
of their own parties. Joyce said he was notified by the New
Zealand High Commission on Thursday that the New
Zealand government had discovered “I may be a citizen by
descent of New Zealand.”

“Needless to say, I was shocked to receive this informa-
tion,” said Joyce, whose father migrated from New Zealand in
1947. Joyce was born in Australia in 1967. New Zealand Prime
Minister Bill English said he was told last week that Joyce was
a New Zealand citizen. “Unwittingly or not, he’s (Joyce) a New
Zealand citizen and then it’s a matter for the Australian sys-
tem to decide how Australian law applies in his case and how
they deal with the issue,” English said.

The Australian opposition demanded that the govern-
ment refuse to accept Joyce’s vote in Parliament and dump
him from Cabinet until the court resolved his status. But
Turnbull said he was confident that Joyce was eligible to sit in
Parliament. “We did not refer this matter to the court because
of any doubt about the Member for New England’s (Joyce’s)
position, but because of the need, plainly in the public inter-
est, to give the court the opportunity to clarify the operation
of the section (of the constitution) so important to the opera-
tion of our Parliament,” Turnbull told Parliament. —AP


