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“They started shooting on the terrace. We climbed
up the stairs and lay on the ground. The attackers came
and pointed their guns at us,” said one survivor, inter-
viewed in hospital on national television. “I didn’t
understand their language, it might have been Arabic.”
A surgeon said the local hospital was “overwhelmed”.

The restaurant is just 200 m from a hotel and cafe
targeted in an assault in January 2016 that left 30 peo-
ple dead and 71 wounded, many of them foreigners.
That attack was claimed by Al-Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb (AQIM). A government statement described
the latest deadly shooting as a “terrorist attack”, while
President Roch Marc Christian Kabore condemned it as
“a despicable attack that has Ouagadougou in mourn-
ing”. “The fight against terrorism is a long-term strug-
gle,” he said on Twitter.

A police officer who spoke to AFP on condition of
anonymity cited witnesses as saying at least two
assailants arrived on a motorcycle around 9:00 pm
(2100 GMT) armed with Kalashnikovs, and opened fire.
A waiter also said he saw “three men arrive on a 4X4
vehicle around 9:30 pm, get off the vehicle and open
fire on customers seated on the terrace”.

The shooting is the latest in the region targeting
spots popular with foreigners and locals alike. Last
year’s attack on the Splendid hotel and Cappuccino
restaurant, down the road from the Aziz Istanbul, came
weeks after jihadists claimed an assault on a hotel in the
capital of neighboring Mali that killed 20 people. And in
March last year 14 civilians and two special forces sol-

diers were killed when gunmen stormed the Ivory Coast
beach resort of Grand-Bassam, an attack also claimed
by AQIM. In Burkina Faso, a dozen soldiers were killed in
December in an assault on their northern base, and in
October there was an attack that killed four troops and
two civilians. An Australian and a Romanian, abducted
in Burkina Faso in 2015, are still being held hostage by
Qaeda-affiliated Islamists.

Sean Smith, senior Africa analyst at risk consultancy
Verisk Maplecroft, said the restaurant attack “illustrates
that the threat of terrorism now looms over most of the
Sahel region”. “While most attacks in Burkina Faso
remain confined to the remote northern regions that
border Mali, this incident reiterates that Islamists also
have the ability to strike at will in the capital.” 

French President Emmanuel Macron spoke with
Kabore, his office said, condemning the “terrorist
attack” in the former French colony and stressing the
“urgent need” to speed up the launch of a five-country
anti-jihadist force in the Sahel. France has its own
Barkhane anti-jihadist operation in the region and has
been pushing efforts to set up the 5,000-member force,
manned by Chad, Niger,  Mali ,  Burkina Faso and
Mauritania, by October.

African Union chief Alpha Conde said the attack
“shows the importance of bringing the force into oper-
ation” and called on the European Union to find the
estimated 400 million euros ($471 million) of extra
funding needed. “We must accelerate the G5 launch so
that Africans are on the frontline in defending the secu-
rity of their citizens and that of expatriates,” he told
France 24 television. — AFP 
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180 bodies had been received so far at his facility alone,
many of them children, leaving no space to lay what he
described as the “overwhelming number of dead”. Many
more bodies were taken to private morgues, Sinneh said.

Images obtained by AFP showed a ferocious churning of
dark orange mud coursing down a steep street in the capi-
tal, while videos posted by local residents showed people
waist and chest deep in water trying to traverse the road.
Fatmata Sesay, who lives on the hilltop area of Juba, said
she, her three children and husband were awoken at 4:30
am by rain beating down on the mud house they occupy,
which was by then submerged by water. She managed to
escape by climbing onto the roof. “We have lost everything
and we do not have a place to sleep,” she told AFP.

Local media reports said a section of a hill in the Regent
area of the city had partially collapsed, exacerbating the
disaster. Other images showed battered corpses piled on
top of each other, as residents struggled to cope with the
destruction. Meanwhile disaster management official
Candy Rogers said that “over 2,000 people are homeless,”
hinting at the huge humanitarian effort that will be
required to deal with the fallout of the flooding in one of
Africa’s poorest nations.

Separately, at least 175 people have died and thousands
have fled their homes as monsoon floods swept across
Nepal, India and Bangladesh, officials said yesterday, warning
the toll could rise as the extent of the damage becomes clear.
Three days of relentless downpours sparked flash floods and

landslides that have killed at least 80 people in Nepal, 73
across northern and eastern India and 22 in Bangladesh.

Around 200,000 people are living in emergency camps in
Assam in northeast India, which suffers frequent flooding
during the annual monsoon rains. Another 15,000 have had
to leave their homes in the eastern state of Bihar, which bor-
ders Nepal and where one official said seven rivers were at
danger levels. Large parts of the state were submerged in
2008 when a river burst its banks across the border in Nepal,
with the two countries trading blame for the disaster.

All trains to the northeast have been suspended until
tomorrow, with sections of the track completely submerged
in water, Indian railway spokesman Anil Saxena told AFP. In
Nepal, ariel photos taken by an AFP photographer showed
huge swathes of land in the southeast still underwater yes-
terday afternoon. 

Police said over 48,000 homes have been totally sub-
merged by the floods across Nepal’s southern planes. As
emergency workers struggled to reach far-flung areas, the
country’s home ministry said another 36 people were miss-
ing, presumed dead, revising down an earlier count after
more bodies were found. 

The Nepal Red Cross warned that shortages of safe drink-
ing water and food could create a humanitarian crisis in the
impoverished Himalayan country. “In many parts of the
country there is a scarcity of safe drinking water creating a
high risk of health hazards,” spokesman Dibya Raj Poudel
told AFP. “Several villages and settlements are unreachable.
Telecommunications, mobile phones are still not working so
it is difficult to give a full assessment.” — AFP
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“And we’re hoping to get manufacturers to come up
with some new products. Potentially there could be a huge
market for cool pavement products, and in fact, it’s part of
a much larger economic trend where solutions for climate
change could be the next great investments for the future,”
Spotts added. The city will also monitor how Angelenos
react to the newfangled asphalt - and how quickly the
notoriously thick LA traffic dirties the gray coating. 

George Ban-Weiss, an assistant professor of Civil and
Environmental Engineering at the University of Southern
California, said cool pavements show promise in reducing
heat, but “may have some environmental penalties”.
“Recent and current research is working out whether the
environmental benefits of cool pavements outweigh those
penalties,” Ban-Weiss told AFP. Still, “the city of Los Angeles

is taking the right approach and installing and assessing
several cool pavement test sections before committing to
widespread adoption,” he said.

Ban-Weiss noted that heat mitigation strategies like
planting trees along streets and using cool roofing materi-
als were more “no-brainer” remedies. Alan Barreca, an envi-
ronmental science professor at the University of California,
Los Angeles, said the pavement cooling technology could
be more equitable than current methods like air condition-
ing. “Not everyone has the resources to use air condition-
ing, so there’s concern that some low-income families will
suffer,” he said. “That bothers me on a moral dimension.
The pavement would provide benefits to everyone. It can
protect people who have to be outdoors,” he said. Plus, he
added, “lower temperatures - due to the pavement - mean
less reliance on air conditioning. So, that means less green-
house gases.” — AFP 

Two Kuwaitis among 18 killed in Burkina...

Floods kill 312 in Sierra Leone...

Los Angeles tests cooling pavement...
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Unfortunately, even two years after the announce-
ment of the new system, not even a single nurse has
been recruited to Kuwait through the eMigrate system,”
an Indian Embassy official told Kuwait Times yesterday.
Although the Ministry of Health (MoH) and the Indian
Embassy in Kuwait reached an initial agreement on the
proposal in 2015, MoH has shown reluctance to pursue
the new system as it believes the system lacks the nec-
essary transparency. A top MoH delegation led by Dr
Jamal Harbi, currently the health minister, visited India
last year to follow up the matter. 

However, certain alleged reports of violations such as
parallel recruitments by government agencies them-
selves have created a major stumbling block to the ini-
tiative. At the same time, recruitments to Kuwait are still
going on reportedly via Dubai, circumventing the
eMigrate system and thwarting all official efforts to put
an end to illegal recruitments.

The Indian embassy official informed that the Joint
Working Group (JWG) of Kuwait and India has been
scheduled to meet from Sept 18-20 and will discuss the
matter. The Indian delegation headed by Minister of
State for External Affairs M J Akbar will arrive in Kuwait
to attend the JWG meeting, he added.

Media spotlight turns to nurse...
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Trump said anyone who engaged in criminal behavior
over the weekend in Virginia will be held accountable.
“Justice will be delivered,” the president said in his address.

“I wish that he would have said those same words on
Saturday,” responded Democratic Senator Mark Warner of
Virginia on MSNBC. “I’m disappointed it took him a couple
of days.” Activist Al Sharpton echoed that. “It took 48 hours
... It was clearly a statement based on the pressure that he
had been given over the weekend,” he said on MSNBC.

Earlier yesterday, in a strong rebuke to Trump, the chief
executive of one of the world’s largest pharmaceutical com-
panies, Merck & Co Inc, resigned from a business panel led
by the president, citing a need for leadership countering
bigotry. CEO Kenneth Frazier, who is black, did not name
Trump in his statement, but the rebuke was implicit.
“America’s leaders must honor our fundamental values by

clearly rejecting expressions of hatred, bigotry and group
supremacy,” said Frazier.

Trump lashed out almost immediately following the res-
ignation, saying on Twitter now that “Ken Frazier of Merck
Pharma has resigned from President’s Manufacturing
Council, he will have more time to LOWER RIPOFF DRUG
PRICES!” The son of a janitor, Frazier joined Merck as general
counsel of one of the drugmaker’s subsidiaries in 1992,
working his way up to CEO of the company in 2011.

Authorities said Heyer, 32, was killed when Fields’ car
slammed into a crowd of anti-racism activists, capping a
day of bloody street brawls between the two sides. Fields
appeared yesterday in Charlottesville General District Court
by video link from Albemarle-Charlottesville Regional Jail,
where is was being held on a second-degree murder
charge, three counts of malicious wounding and a single
count of leaving the scene of a fatal accident. His next court
date was set for Aug 25. — Agencies

Trump denounces neo-Nazis, KKK 
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Sadr is one of few Iraqi Shiite leaders to keep some dis-
tance from Iran. In April, he became the first Iraqi Shiite
leader to call on Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad to step
down, marking his difference with Iran and Iranian-
backed Iraqi militias backing the Syrian government.
Earlier this month, Sadr called on the Baghdad govern-
ment to dismantle the Hashed Al-Shaabi paramilitary
group, which is dominated by Iran-backed Shiite militias.
He has also called on the authorities to “seize the arsenal
of all armed groups”.

The Iraqi cleric’s trip to Abu Dhabi comes two weeks
after a visit to Saudi Arabia, where he met crown prince,
Mohammed bin Salman. Sadr’s office said his meeting with

Mohammed bin Salman at the end of July resulted in an
agreement to study possible investments in Shiite regions
of southern Iraq. The Saudis will consider the possibility of
opening a consulate in Iraq’s holy Shiite city of Najaf, it said.
Sadr also announced a Saudi decision to donate $10 million
to help Iraqis displaced by the war on Islamic State in Iraq,
to be paid to the Iraqi government.

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia and Iraq are to launch a joint
trade commission, the Saudi cabinet announced yesterday,
in a sign of a thaw in ties between the two neighbors. “The
cabinet has decided to approve the establishment of the
Saudi-Iraqi Coordinating Commission and to delegate the
Saudi minister of trade and investments to sign on behalf of
the kingdom,” read a statement carried by state-run SPA
news agency.— Agencies 

UAE seeks better ties with Sadr 

SANAA: Yemenis gathered yesterday in the rebel-held
capital to witness the putting to death of a man convict-
ed of raping and killing a child, in the second such pub-
lic execution in weeks. 

Hussein Al-Saket, 22, was found guilty of abducting, rap-
ing and murdering a four-year-old girl, who he later buried,
said Rajeh Ezzedine, a judge who attended the execution.
Ali Ayedh, the victim’s uncle, said Saket “took part in the
search for the girl before being unmasked” during the
police investigation. He said his public execution would act

as a “deterrent for criminals”. Saket was placed face down on
Tahrir square in Sanaa, which the Shiite Houthi rebels have
controlled since 2014. A policeman shot him dead through
the back with five bullets aiming for the heart, before his
body was strung up on the end of a crane. 

On July 31, another man was executed in the same
square after being convicted of raping and murdering a
three-year-old girl. Both executions have been framed
as an example of the rebels’ efforts to combat crime in
their areas. — AFP 

Yemeni man executed for 

rape, murder of 4-yr-old 

SANAA: A police officer executes Hussein Al-Saket, 22, who was convicted of raping and murdering a four-
year-old girl Safaa Al-Matari, in Tahrir Square yesterday. — AFP


