
BARCELONA: Barcelona made Brazilian international midfielder Paulinho
their first signing since banking a world record fee for Neymar yesterday
after agreeing a 40 million euro ($47 million) fee with Chinese club
Guangzhou Evergrande. “Barcelona and Guangzhou Evergrande have
reached an agreement for the transfer of the player Paulinho Bezerra for 40
million euros,” Barca said in a statement. The 29-year-old has signed
a four-year deal with a 120 million euro buyout clause and will be
formally presented on Thursday. The announcement of Barca’s
third signing of the summer transfer window after Gerard
Deulofeu and Nelson Semedo came just hours after the Catalans
suffered a 3-1 home defeat to Real Madrid in the Spanish Super
Cup first leg on Sunday. After the game, midfielder Sergio
Busquets put pressure on the Barca board by claiming
Barca had to strengthen their squad before the trans-
fer window closes on August 31. — AFP
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SYDNEY: Western Force opened their legal fight to remain a Super
Rugby team yesterday as they requested an appeal against the
decision to axe them and won an injunction against the Australian
Rugby Union. The Perth club’s parent body, Rugby WA, lodged the
appeal request with the New South Wales Supreme Court, after the
ARU announced their removal from the southern hemisphere com-
petition last week. Western Force have fallen victim to Australia’s
decision to cut one of its five Super Rugby teams as the unwieldy,
globe-trotting competition slims down from 18 sides to 15 next
year. They expect to find out by August 21 if they are able to
appeal. The injunction, granted yesterday, means the ARU cannot
sack or relocate any of Force’s players until the issue is resolved.
Rugby WA enjoys the heavyweight backing of billionaire mining
magnate Andrew Forrest, who has called for a complete overhaul
of the ARU board. —AFP
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LONDON: Four-time Tour de France champion Chris Froome said he had
“unfinished business” with the Vuelta a Espana after Team Sky unveiled their
line-up for this year’s race yesterday. Froome, 32, hopes to emulate Jacques
Anquetil (1963) and Bernard Hinault (1978) by becoming only the third rid-
er to win the Tour and the Vuelta in the same year. A three-time Vuelta run-

ner-up, Froome will be boosted by the presence of key
climber Wout Poels, who returns after missing the Tour
due to a knee injury. “It certainly feels as if I’ve got unfin-

ished business with this race,” Froome said in a Sky
press release. “I’ve finished second three times now, but
I’ve got a good feeling about this year’s Vuelta. “It feels

like we’re on much more of a mission this year and aim-
ing for the Tour/Vuelta double this season has been a huge

motivation. “I don’t think we’ve been to the Vuelta a Espana
with a team as strong as we’ve got this year.” —AFP
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INDIANAPOLIS: Detroit Lions defensive back D.J. Hayden (31) breaks up a pass intended for Indianapolis Colts wide receiver Chester Rogers dur-
ing the first half of an NFL preseason football game Sunday, in Indianapolis. — AP

INDIANAPOLIS: Jake Rudock showed the
Detroit Lions he could fill in for Matthew Stafford
- if needed. The Indianapolis Colts, meanwhile,
are still looking for an answer behind Andrew
Luck. Rudock took advantage of the injury-
depleted Colts by throwing two touchdown
passes to Kenny Golladay, driving the Lions to a
short field goal and leading them to a 24-10 vic-
tory in the preseason opener on Sunday.

“You can see the difference between last year
and this year at this time,” Lions coach Jim
Caldwell said. “He has a better grasp of things
around him. He’s in command.” The second-year
quarterback played most of the first 21/2 quar-
ters and wound up 13 of 21 for 142 yards.
Stafford played one series, going 2 of 3 for 36
yards and left after throwing an interception.

All the Lions needed against the injury-
depleted Colts was Rudock’s 23-yard TD strike to
Golladay in the first quarter. But Rudock also
threw a 15-yarder to Golladay in the second and
set up Matt Prater for a 28-yard field goal to
make it 17-3 at the half. Detroit closed out its
scoring with a 15-yard TD pass from Brad Kaaya
to Dontez Ford.

With Luck still on the physically unable to
perform list following offseason surgery on a
partially torn labrum in his throwing shoulder,

the Colts sputtered.
Indy finished with 230 total yards - 90 on its

final drive - and 14 first downs. Their only points
came from Adam Vinatieri’s 42-yard field goal in
the first half and a 1-yard TD plunge from
Troymaine Pope as time ran out.

DEJA VU
For the second consecutive year, the Colts

arrived for their preseason opener with a stadi-
um in need of a little touch-up paint. But instead
of having to cancel the game, like last year’s Hall
of Fame game, the field crew cordoned off two
areas with the words “NFL Play Football” and
fixed them. Team officials said the paint was too
thick. A little less than two hours later, the kickoff
was right on time.

SITTING OUT
In addition to Luck missing the game, Indy

also played without center Ryan Kelly (foot), left
guard Joe Haeg and running back Frank Gore.
Among the Lions sitting out were left tackle
Taylor Decker and defensive end Ezekiel Ansah,
who are on PUP, and right guard T.J. Lang.

ROOKIE WATCH
Lions: Golladay, a third-round draft pick,

made a good first impression with three catches
for 53 yards, including two nifty scores. Teez
Tabor wasn’t bad, finishing with three tackles.

The knock on first-round draft pick Malik
Hooker was that he missed too many tackles in
college. Not Sunday. Hooker finished with four
tackles in limited work and made a touchdown-
saving shoestring tackle in the second quarter.

QB COMPARISON
Lions: Stafford was solid in his brief appear-

ance, and Rudock impressed. Kaaya played well,
too, going 8 of 11 with 71 yards with the TD.
Colts: Scott Tolzien was 2 of 5 for 24 yards and
picked up only one first down in three series.
Walker, an undrafted rookie from Temple,
showed flashes while finishing 9 of 20 for 86
yards. Stephen Morris, who spent most of the
past two years on Indy’s practice squad, didn’t
enter until the fourth quarter and was 13 of 20
with 94 yards.

“It makes you sick to your stomach when you
see a guy like that go down,” Golladay said when
asked about Hyder. “I hope the kid’s all right.”
Colts: “There are a lot of things to clean up,” Colts
coach Chuck Pagano said. “We’re going to grind
it. We’ve got to make corrections.” —AP
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Toyota finishes third in Round four of SUPER GT300 at Sugo
SUGO: Toyota clinched yet another podium
finish in the GT300 class as the No. 25 VivaC 86
MC driven by Takamitsu Matsui and Kenta
Yamashita secured the third position in Round
4 of the 2017 AUTOBACS SUPER GT series.
Held at the Sportsland Sugo circuit in Miyagi
Prefecture, Japan, the race took place in diffi-
cult, damp conditions with rain falling inter-
mittently, but that did not stop the No. 25
VivaC 86 MC from powering its way onto the
podium and holding firmly onto its lead in the

Drivers’ ranking.  “I congratulate the team on
their podium finish in the GT300 class.
Performing at this level, especially under chal-
lenging weather conditions, is a great achieve-
ment,” said Takayuki Yoshitsugu, Chief
Representative, Middle East and North Africa
Representative Office, Toyota Motor
Corporation.

“The experience gained from our participa-
tion in motorsport events such as SUPER GT
will greatly enrich Toyota’s future vehicle devel-

opment as we continue our pursuit of creating
‘ever-better’ cars. The fans were incredible, as
always, and we look forward to their continued
support as we head into the second stretch of
the season,” Yoshitsugu added.

At the start, the pole-sitting No. 25 VivaC 86
MC with Yamashita at the wheel got away
cleanly to lead the pack, followed by the other
top-qualifying cars- No. 18 UPGARAGE BAN-
DOH 86 and No. 60 SYNTIUM LMcorsa RC F
GT3. The race, however, soon came to a tem-

porary halt as an incident on the fourth lap
involving a car competing in the GT500 class
meant that the safety car had to be brought
out until lap 10.

Soon after the race re-started, a pair of
competitor cars made a strong charge to the
front, eventually forcing the No. 25 VivaC 86
MC to cede its lead. More incidents followed,
bringing the safety car out a second and then
a third time, and as the race entered the final
stages, the No. 25 VivaC 86 MC, now in fourth,

found itself locked in a close battle for the
third place.

On the first turn of lap 64, the No. 25 VivaC
86 MC, with Matsui behind the wheel, finally
managed to pass the car in front to move into
third place and, although the battle between
the two cars remained tight until the very end,
Matsui held on to secure yet another podium
finish for Toyota. With the result, the No. 25
VivaC 86 MC maintains its lead in the Drivers’
ranking.

CARSON: Seattle Seahawks defensive end
Michael Bennett said Sunday he will sit dur-
ing the national anthem this season to
protest social injustice and segregation.
Bennett sat on the visiting bench during
“The Star-Spangled Banner” before the
Seahawks’ preseason opener against the
Los Angeles Rams, a decision he made pri-
or to protests by white supremacists at the
University of Virginia over the weekend. But
what happened in Charlottesville, Virginia,
including the death of a young woman
when she was struck by a car deliberately
driven into a group of counter-protesters
on Saturday, solidified Bennett’s decision.

“With everything that’s been going on
the last couple of months and especially
after the last couple of days, seeing every-
thing in Virginia, seeing what’s going on
out there earlier today in Seattle, I just
wanted to be able to use my platform to be
able to continue to speak over injustice,”
Bennett said.

“First of all, I want people to understand I
love the military. My father was in the mili-
tary. I love hot dogs like any other American.
I love football like any other American, but I
don’t love segregation. I don’t love riots. I
don’t love oppression. I don’t love gender
slander. I just want to see people have the
equality that they deserve, and I want to be
able to use this platform to continuously
push the message of that, you know, and
keep journeying out and keep finding out
how unselfish can we be as a society.”

Bennett was at least the third prominent
NFL player to protest during the anthem in
the first full week of preseason games.
Oakland Raiders running back Marshawn
Lynch, a former teammate of Bennett’s in
Seattle, also sat during the anthem. Los
Angeles Rams defensive end Robert Quinn
raised his right fist, continuing his
approach from last season following then-
San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin
Kaepernick’s decision to kneel during the
anthem. Kaepernick is a free agent, and the
controversy over his decision to protest the
anthem and the form he used has not
quelled, even as he remains unsigned.
Bennett said he is willing to deal with simi-
lar fallout.

“Of course I’m going to face backlash,”
Bennett said. “This is bigger than me. This is
bigger than football. This is bigger than
anything that we have. This is about peo-
ple. This is about bringing opportunities to
people, giving people equality. This is big-
ger than a sport.”

Bennett said he had spoken to several
other NFL players about possible protests,
but had not talked with Lynch yet. While he
acknowledged the possibility of more
widespread and formally organized
protests happening later, Bennett wanted
to express himself.

“I think everybody has a time where
they feel like they need to be who they are
and stand up for what they believe in,”
Bennett said.—AP

INFINITI Americas gives engineer 

life-changing career opportunity 

KUWAIT: An engineering student from
Uxbridge, Mass., has been awarded the
career opportunity of a lifetime in
Automotive and Formula One, as INFINITI
announces Evan Sloan as the American
winner of the INFINITI Engineering
Academy 2017.

Having been selected from thousands of
entries and beating nine other finalists
from around the country in an action-
packed event at Microsoft Headquarters
today, the 21-year-old Sloan will move to
the UK in October. Besides travel and
accommodations, Sloan will be provided
with a salary, access to an INFINITI compa-

ny car and, most important, the possibility
to work alongside world-leading engineers
at the cutting edge of the automotive and
motorsport industries.

Sloan, a mechanical engineering stu-
dent at the California Institute of
Technology, will spend six months working
at Renault Formula One Team’s Technical
Center in the UK (Enstone) and six months
working at INFINITI’s European Technical
Center (Cranfield). He will play a key role in
the ongoing transfer of technical knowl-
edge and expertise between Renault Sport
Formula One Team and INFINITI.

“With every edition of the Academy, we
are more and more impressed by the
amount of interest received from students
all over the world and the incredible level
of the talent attracted. Students have seen
the accomplishments of our former
Academy graduates, who have forged suc-
cessful careers in both automotive and
motorsport and, as a result, more students
than ever before want to participate to get
this once-in-a-lifetime engineering experi-
ence to launch their careers,” said Tommaso
Volpe, Global Director, INFINITI Motorsport.

“With Formula One becoming more rel-
evant to the automotive industry and with
an increased focus of the placements this
year being on-the-road car development,
we are training a new generation of engi-
neers who will  play a key role in the
crossover between the two industries,”
added Volpe.—AP


