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BASEBALL

NEW YORK: Rafael Devers hit a stunning homer
off Aroldis Chapman to tie the game in the ninth
inning, and fellow Red Sox rookie Andrew
Benintendi singled home the go-ahead run in
the 10th as Boston beat the New York Yankees 3-
2 on Sunday night. Chris Sale struck out 12 in his
latest dominant performance, but Boston trailed
2-1 before the 20-year-old Devers connected on
a 103 mph fastball and became the second left-
handed hitter to homer off Chapman (4-2) in his
eight-year career. By winning a battle of hard-
throwing bullpens, the Red Sox upped their AL
East lead to a season-high 5 1/2 games over rival
New York. Boston (67-50) took two of three in the
series and is a season-best 17 games over .500
after winning 10 of its past 11. Boston closer
Craig Kimbrel (4-0) struck out Brett Gardner with
a runner on third to end the ninth and then
tossed a perfect 10th. 

MARLINS 5, ROCKIES 3
Giancarlo Stanton homered for the fourth

straight game, hitting his 42nd of the year to tie
the Marlins’ season record, and Miami completed
its first series sweep of Colorado since 2006.
Stanton homered leading off the third inning to
match Gary Sheffield’s team record set in 1996. It

was the 250th homer of Stanton’s career. Rockies
All-Star third baseman Nolan Arenado, the major
league RBI leader, left in the fifth inning after
being hit on the left hand by an 88 mph fastball
thrown by Vance Worley. German Marquez (9-5)
lost for the first time in seven starts, allowing five
runs in 4 1/3 innings. Javy Guerra (1-0) earned his
first victory since 2014 with two scoreless
innings, and Odrisamer Despaigne pitched a per-
fect ninth for his first big league save.

DODGERS 6, PADRES 4
Justin Turner hit two home runs, Yasmani

Grandal also went deep and Los Angeles won for
the 28th time in 33 games, improving the best
record in the majors to 83-34. The Dodgers are
16-0-3 in their last 19 series, and haven’t lost one
since June 5-7 to Washington. Cory Spangenberg
hit two home runs for the Padres. Kenta Maeda
(11-4) went 5 1/3 innings, giving up three earned
runs and four hits and striking out eight. Kenley
Jansen retired the Padres in order in the ninth for
his 32nd save. Luis Perdomo (6-7) was the loser. 

GIANTS 4, NATIONALS 2, FIRST GAME
NATIONALS 6, GIANTS 2,  SECOND GAME

Howie Kendrick hit a game-ending grand

slam in the 11th inning, and the Nationals sal-
vaged the finale of a day-night doubleheader.
Daniel Murphy and Ryan Zimmerman also
homered for Washington in the makeup of
Friday night’s rainout. Max Scherzer struck out
10 in seven innings and Matt Albers (6-2)
pitched two scoreless innings for the win. It was
Washington’s first day since slugger Bryce
Harper got hurt Saturday when he slipped on
first base. The All-Star has a significant bone
bruise in his left knee but no ligament damage,
general manager Mike Rizzo said. The Nationals
hope he can return this season. Chris Stratton (1-
2) led San Francisco to the win in the opener,
striking out a career-high 10 in 6 2/3 shutout
innings. Joe Panik had three hits and two RBIs,
and Sam Dyson got three outs for his ninth save.
San Francisco’s A.J. Cole (1-3) allowed three runs
and six hits in six innings. In the nightcap,
Murphy singled off Albert Suarez (0-2) leading
off the 11th and raced to third on Zimmerman’s
bloop hit. After Suarez intentionally walked
Anthony Rendon, Kendrick homered to left.

CUBS 7, DIAMONDBACKS 2
Jake Arrieta (12-8) won consecutive starts for

the first time since early April, Javier Baez and Ian
Happ hit consecutive home runs in the eighth
inning and Chicago reopened a one-game lead
over St. Louis in the NL Central. Kris Bryant put
the Cubs ahead when he scored from second on
a wild pitch from Zack Godley (5-5) in the first
inning on strike three to Victor Caratini. The
reigning NL MVP added his 21st home run of the
season in the ninth inning, reaching base for the
13th time in 15 plate appearances during the
three-game series. Arrieta allowed one run and
three hits in six innings. Godley had three wild
pitches and four walks in 5 2/3 innings, allowing
two runs and four hits.

ASTROS 2, RANGERS 1
Dallas Keuchel (10-2) struck out seven in 6 2/3

innings for his first win since June 2 against the
Rangers, just before his nearly two-month stint
on the disabled list. AL-leading Houston stopped
its longest losing streak this season at five
games. Jose Altuve’s 17th home run came in the
fourth off Andrew Cashner (7-9). Adrian Beltre’s
12th homer pulled the Rangers even in the sixth,
and Carlos Beltran had a tiebreaking RBI single in
the seventh. Joey Gallo lined into an inning-end-
ing double play with runners at second and third
in the eighth against Ken Giles, who struck out

two in the ninth for his 23rd save.

BLUE JAYS 7, PIRATES 1
J.A. Happ (6-8) allowed one run and four hits

in six innings to win his third straight start, Josh
Donaldson hit a two-run homer and Justin
Smoak and Darwin Barney added solo homers.
Toronto scored five runs off Chad Kuhl (5-8) while
batting around in the first inning and taking a 5-
1 lead. Pittsburgh managed just one hit after the
first, and none in the final five innings.

INDIANS 4, RAYS 3
Austin Jackson hit a tiebreaking home run off

Tommy Hunter (2-3) leading off the eighth
inning. Corey Kluber (11-3) struck out nine in sev-
en innings for the AL Central leaders, his 14th
straight start of fanning eight or more. He gave
up four hits, including a two-run homer to Steve
Souza Jr. in the sixth that made it 3-all. Cody
Allen pitched the ninth for his 21st save. Tampa
Bay went 2-7 on a nine-game homestand in
which the Rays were shut out five times and
scored 11 runs.

TWINS 6, TIGERS 4
Brian Dozier and Miguel Sano homered for

Minnesota. The Twins blew an early 4-0 lead but
Byron Buxton hit a tiebreaking single off Warwick
Saupold after Bruce Rondon (1-3) walked the first
two batters in the eighth. A day earlier, the Twins
trailed 5-0, rallied for an 11-6 lead, then lost to
the Tigers 12-11 on Justin Upton’s two-run
homer in the ninth. Detroit has lost seven of
nine. Minnesota’s Chris Gimenez had three
passed balls in the fifth and Ervin Santana threw
a toss through his legs for a wild pitch. Tyler
Duffey (2-3) pitched 1 2/3 scoreless innings.
Trevor Hildenberger struck out Upton with a run-
ner on first to end the eighth, then pitched the
ninth for his first big league save.

METS 6, PHILLIES 2
Michael Conforto and Curtis Granderson hit

two-run homers and the Phillies ran themselves
into trouble after Chris Flexen (2-1) loaded the
bases in the fifth inning with no outs. Nick
Williams hit a shallow fly to center, and
Conforto’s throw home scooted away from Travis
d’Arnaud. Odubel Herrera put his head down and
sprinted for third, unaware Freddy Galvis hadn’t
moved off the base. D’Arnaud hustled to third to
complete a short toss and an 8-2-5 double play.
Zach Eflin (1-4) allowed Conforto’s 26th homer

and Granderson’s 17th.

ROYALS 14, WHITE SOX 6
Whit Merrifield hit a three-run homer and

drove in a career-high five runs.  Drew Butera had
four of Kansas City’s 16 hits as the Royals climb
back over .500 at 59-58. Jason Vargas (14-6)
allowed three runs and six hits in six innings,
matching his career high for wins set in 2012
with Seattle. Derek Holland (6-12) lasted just
two-plus innings in his shortest start of the year.
He was charged with seven runs and seven hits.

BREWERS 7, REDS 4
Neil Walker had two hits in his Milwaukee

debut, and Domingo Santana hit a three-run
homer in the fifth off Sal Romano (2-5), who gave
up seven runs, six of them earned, in five innings.
Acquired from the New York Mets on Saturday,
Walker started at third base in place of the
banged-up Travis Shaw and went 2 for 4 with a
run scored. Matt Garza (6-6) allowed four runs -
three earned - and five hits in 5 1/3 innings, and
Corey Knebel worked the ninth for his 22nd save.

BRAVES 6, CARDINALS 3
R.A. Dickey (8-7) allowed one run and seven

hits in seven innings, Brandon Phillips hit a two-
run homer and Atlanta stopped the Cardinals’
season-high, eight-game winning streak and the
Braves’ five-game losing streak. Arodys Vizcaino
pitched a perfect ninth for his sixth save. Michael
Wacha (9-5) gave up four runs and five hits in
eight innings.

ATHLETICS 9, ORIOLES 3
Matt Chapman hit a tiebreaking three-run

homer off Jeremy Hellickson (1-2) in a five-run
fourth as Oakland overcame a 2-0 deficit. Manny
Machado hit his 22nd homer and scored twice
for Baltimore. Kendall Graveman (3-3) matched
his career high of eight strikeouts, allowing two
runs and eight hits in seven innings.

ANGELS 4, MARINERS 2
Parker Bridwell (7-1) yielded one run and four

hits in six innings, winning his fifth straight deci-
sion and extended Los Angeles’ winning streak
to six as the Angels moved into the second spot
in the AL wild-card race. C.J. Cron homered and
Martin Maldonado had a two-run single for the
Angels. Ariel Miranda (7-6) walked a career-high
six and allowed four runs and four hits in 4 2/3
innings.— AP

MLB Results/Standings

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 67 50 .573 -
NY Yankees 61 55 .526 5.5
Tampa Bay 59 60 .496 9
Baltimore 58 60 .492 9.5
Toronto 56 61 .479 11

Central Division
Cleveland 63 52 .548 -
Minnesota 59 57 .509 4.5
Kansas City 59 58 .504 5
Detroit 53 64 .453 11
Chicago White Sox 45 70 .391 18

Western Division
Houston 72 45 .615 -
LA Angels 61 58 .513 12
Seattle 59 60 .496 14
Texas 56 60 .483 15.5
Oakland 52 66 .441 20.5

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 70 46 .603 -
Miami 56 60 .483 14
NY Mets 53 62 .461 16.5
Atlanta 52 63 .452 17.5
Philadelphia 43 72 .374 26.5

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 61 55 .526 -
St. Louis 61 57 .517 1
Milwaukee 61 59 .508 2
Pittsburgh 58 60 .492 4
Cincinnati 49 69 .415 13

Western Division
LA Dodgers 83 34 .709 -
Colorado 65 52 .556 18
Arizona 65 52 .556 18
San Diego 51 66 .436 32
San Francisco 47 72 .395 37

Washington 6, San Francisco  (11 innings); Chicago Cubs 7, Arizona 2; LA Angels 4, Seattle 2; LA Dodgers 6, San
Diego 4; Oakland 9, Baltimore 3; Houston 2, Texas 1; Atlanta 6, St. Louis 3; Milwaukee 7, Cincinnati 4; Kansas City
14, Chicago White Sox 6; NY Mets 6, Philadelphia 2; Cleveland 4, Tampa Bay 3; Miami 5, Colorado 3; Minnesota 6,
Detroit 4; Toronto 7, Pittsburgh 1; San Francisco 4, Washington 2.

BOLT: Usain Bolt’s retirement leaves a
huge vacuum to fill but athletics is mov-
ing in the right direction in rebranding
itself after scandals that seriously dam-
aged its image, according to sports mar-
keting experts.

At one point, following serious alle-
gations about former athletics boss
Lamine Diack as well as the Russian
doping scandal, the sport resembled
the Jamaican superstar in his last
appearance in a championship final,
Saturday’s 4x100 metres relay, lying
prone down and out on the track.

However, under the leadership of
Diack’s successor Sebastian Coe, presi-
dent of the International Association of
Athletics Federations (IAAF), the govern-
ing body say it is beginning to take the
right steps in restoring its image.

“The authorities are making it more
accessible and improving its presenta-
tion and taking it into an urban environ-
ment with street races,” Jon Tibbs, chair-
man of leading sport public relations
firm Jon Tibbs Associates (JTA), told AFP.

“It is becoming more accessible and
more cool but then it has to take into
account that it is competing with sports
such as parkour.”

Michael Payne, who as director of
marketing at the International Olympic

Committee (IOC) is widely credited with
transforming both its brand and
finances through sponsorship, told AFP
that Coe has taken measures which has
seen the sport “turn a corner” but from a
“very low base”.  “There is an awful lot to
do post the Diack era,” said Payne speak-
ing by phone from Switzerland.

“The issues facing athletics go far
beyond losing a superstar of Bolt ’s
stature. With no disrespect intended,
superstars come and they go.”

Payne, who after leaving the IOC in
2004 performed a similar role with
Formula One, said Coe had brought
much needed dynamism on the back of
his leading the winning bid for the 2012
Olympics and then staying on to deliver
a successful London Games.

“They (the sport) have to ensure they
are in robust health and clearly they
were allowed to drift significantly off
track,” said Payne.

“Coe has been instigating a drastic
restructuring at grassroots level but you
also need great events and London (the
world championships) seen from afar
has been a huge success. So they are
still capable of delivering a great cham-
pionships. “Bolt has shown he is willing
to act as an ambassador and he can play
an important role in bringing the sport

back to a pre-eminent position.”
Tibbs, who has been honoured by

Queen Elizabeth II for his services to
international trade and sports, says the
sport does need to find a “superhuman”
replacement. He equates the loss of Bolt
to how golf has suffered since Tiger
Woods went into meltdown. 

“Golf has declined in many markets
since Woods was in his pomp, although
it is not in terminal decline. “Jordan
Spieth is a great player but not a lot of
people would be racing to jump out of
bed and say I want to be the next
Jordan Spieth. “Woods and Bolt had
exactly the same unbeatable aura,
broke records and had a maverick edge
to them. They were true rock stars.

“Rory McIlroy has the maverick edge
but is simply not winning enough to
warrant being in the same camp.”

Payne, who says the awarding of
medals several years after the event is
not good for the “image of the sport” as
it undermines spectators’ confidence
that what they are watching in London
is fair competition, believes one area the
sport should address is modernising the
way it presents itself.  

“One of the challenges the sport is
facing in 2017 is athletics shown on tel-
evision isn’t as conducive to what it was

30 years ago. “I am not sure athletics has
moved with the times to a new media
environment.”

Tibbs, whose company played a lead-
ing role in Sochi winning the 2014
Winter Olympics amongst other suc-
cesses, says the sport is moving for-
wards after some very rough times.  

“I would give them, for the moment,
the benefit of the doubt that things are
moving in the right direction.

“However, it is up to Coe, WADA
(World Anti-Doping Agency), athletes
entourages and event organisers to get
together and enforce change. “That is
the challenge facing Coe.” —AFP

Red Sox rookies Devers, Benintendi lead win

NEW YORK: Boston Red Sox’s Brock Holt (12) steals second base as New York Yankees second baseman Ronald Torreyes, left, attempts to tag him out during the fifth inning of a baseball game Sunday, in New York. — AP

ATHLETICS

‘Superhuman’ wanted — Bolt exit leaves vacuum to fill

LONDON: Jamaica’s Usain Bolt limps on the track after pulling up injured in the
final of the men’s 4x100m relay athletics event at the 2017 IAAF World
Championships at the London Stadium in London.— AFP


