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SOCCER

PARIS: Jurgen Klopp takes his Liverpool
side to his native Germany this week to
face Hoffenheim as they target a return
to the group stage of the Champions
League. It is three years since the Anfield
outfit, five times European champions,
last graced the group stage of the conti-
nent’s elite club competition.

A fourth-place finish in the Premier
League last season exposed them to a
complicated draw in the play-offs and a
pairing with the Bundesliga outfit means
a trip to the Rhein Neckar Arena in the
first leg on Tuesday. Klopp has been to
his home country with Liverpool before,

overseeing victories against Augsburg
and old club Borussia Dortmund en
route to the Europa League final two
seasons ago. 

They were also in Germany during
pre-season, beating both Hertha Berlin
and Bayern Munich. The Reds, who began
their Premier League campaign with a 3-3
draw at Watford on Saturday, are without
Adam Lallana and Nathaniel Clyne at the
moment but Roberto Firmino is fit. The
Brazilian is set to face the club for whom
he starred for four years before being sold
to Liverpool in 2015. Hoffenheim, from a
village of just over 3,000 souls in south-

western Germany, finished fourth in the
Bundesliga last season to qualify for
Europe for the first time. The match
against Liverpool comes four days before
they face Werder Bremen in the first
match of their 10th Bundesliga campaign.

“We’ll do everything in our power to
get through. Liverpool are a phenome-
nal side, but I already have an idea how
we can snatch a result,” their coach Julian
Nagelsmann, just 30, said after the draw.

Hoffenheim have been weakened
since last season, losing German interna-
tional duo Sebastian Rudy and Niklas
Suele to Bayern Munich. 

STRIKER WOES FOR CELTIC 
Brendan Rodgers was the last manag-

er to lead Liverpool into the Champions
League. The Northern Irishman is cur-
rently hoping to take Scottish champi-
ons Celtic into the group stage for the
second season running.

The Glasgow giants have beaten
Linfield and Rosenborg to make it to a
play-off against Astana of Kazakhstan,
who visit Celtic Park for the first leg
tomorrow. Celtic beat Astana 3-2 on
aggregate in the third qualifying round
last season with Leigh Griffiths scoring

twice in the tie and Moussa Dembele’s
late penalty in the second leg taking
them through.

But Dembele misses this tie with a
knee injury and Griffiths has been strug-
gling too, giving Rodgers a headache
with Celtic needing a good result before
the near 4,000-mile trip to Kazakhstan
for the return.

“It’s going to be a tough game for us,”
Rodgers told The Scotsman. “The first game
is important. At home, the atmosphere has
been absolutely incredible in the
Champions League games in particular so
we’ll need that tomorrow night.”—AFP

Klopp, Liverpool back in Germany in Champions League play-offs

GUINGAMP: Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar (L) vies with Guingamp’s French midfielder Lucas Deaux during the French L1 foot-
ball match Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) vs En Avant Guingamp (EAG) at the Roudourou stadium in Guingamp on Sunday. — AFP

Lazio beat Juventus 3-2 to win 
Super Cup after wild finale

GUINGAMP: Declaring he was “more alive than
ever,” Neymar did not disappoint on his debut
for Paris Saint-Germain. The world’s most expen-
sive player provided a pulsating evening’s enter-
tainment at the Stade du Roudourou on Sunday,
with one goal and an assist, as PSG overcame
strong resistance from Guingamp to win 3-0 in
the French league.

Neymar was named man of the match, and it
was deserved. “I’m very happy with the trophy,
but the most important (thing) was to win,”
Neymar said through a translator. “I knew it
would be difficult to leave Barca, but I’m very
happy to be here. People believe that leaving
Barca is like to die. But I’m more alive than ever.
I’m very happy, and the football is the same.”

Neymar, who signed from Barcelona last
week, missed the start of the season at the Parc
des Princes against Amiens due to paperwork
problems. Hired for a world-record 222 million
euros ($262 million), he started on the left wing
of PSG’s attack in the small Brittany town.

Neymar looked intensely focused from the
start, easily switching from one wing to the oth-
er, and often taking a playmaker role. Pre-match
festivities in the small Brittany town included
some fireworks, but Neymar was jeered by a
handful of fans as he came on the pitch to warm
up with his teammates, pointing a finger toward
the sky. By the end, many local fans gave him a
standing ovation.

Neymar’s first touch in the French league was
a long ball for Angel Di Maria that landed on the
edge of the box, but the Argentine player could
not latch onto it. Neymar’s vision, acceleration
and through balls in a weaker league than
Spain’s unsettled Guingamp’s back four, and his
trademark dribbles were also on display at the
Roudourou. Midfielder Lucas Deaux will be
remembered as the first French league player to
be nutmegged by the former Barcelona star.

Encouragingly for PSG, Neymar has already
gelled with Cavani, with both players finding
each other instinctively despite the lack of space
in the Guingamp box. The big question that
immediately emerged when Neymar signed
with PSG was how he could fit into coach Unai
Emery’s system. Neymar proved he can play well
with the Uruguay forward, especially if Emery
continues to use Cavani in a central position.

“I knew he was a top player,” Neymar said
about Cavani. “Now I’m playing with him. He is a
great player, and when you have such great
players in a team, it’s easy.” Neymar completed
103 passes, one of which set up Cavani in the
62nd minute, as his teammate scored his 90th
goal in 135 topflight matches. Cavani then
turned provider to set up Neymar with a cut-
back pass that the Brazil captain converted from
close range with a poke in the 82nd minute.

“I was more impressed by Cavani, who scored
again,” said Guingamp veteran striker Jimmy
Briand. “Neymar, there is no need to introduce
him anymore. We knew he was going to be a big
threat.”

On a sleepy summer Sunday, the atmosphere
slowly built in the small town of Guingamp,
though most of the streets were still empty mid-
afternoon. Fans later gathered for pre-match
drinks at a downtown bar, “Le panier a salade
(The salad shaker),” where walls are adorned
with autographed jerseys from Guingamp play-
ers. Some PSG fans mingled with home support-
ers in a friendly atmosphere. “It’s magic to see
Neymar at the Roudourou stadium,” said Florian
Nicolas, a 30-year-old PSG fan who settled in
Brittany five years ago. “This match will be

watched worldwide.”
A town of 7,000 inhabitants known for its

local galette-Saucisse treat -a sausage rolled in a
crepe - Guingamp is also football-crazy and has

witnessed the emergence of world-class players
including the likes of Didier Drogba and Florent
Malouda in the early 2000s. A club-record 18,378
fans watched Sunday’s game. — AP

ROME: Alessandro Murgia scored a last-
gasp winner as Lazio beat Juventus 3-2
Sunday to win the Italian Super Cup after a
wild end to the match. Two goals from Ciro
Immobile, including an opening penalty,
had seemingly set Lazio on the way to a
comfortable win. But Paulo Dybala netted a
stunning free kick in the 85th minute and
converted a penalty in the first minute of
stoppage time.

The match appeared to be heading for
extra time before youth academy graduate
Murgia, who had come on as an 80th-
minute substitute, scored the winner. “I’m
happy, and very emotional,” said Murgia,
who turned 21 on Wednesday. “It was hard
because they levelled at the end, but we
never give up. We believed right until the
end and we are really happy.

“We are a united squad, we are a group,
and that’s how you get victories.” The result
goes some way to avenging Lazio’s defeat
to Juventus in the Italian Cup final in May.

“Credit to the lads for what they did and
deserved,” Lazio coach Simone Inzaghi said.
“We wanted revenge after the Italian Cup
defeat and we had a perfect game ... every-
one gave everything.”

Juventus starts its search for a seventh
straight Serie A title at home to Cagliari on
Saturday, the day before Lazio hosts newly
promoted Spal. “Lazio deserved the win,
because they played better, they fought
much more,” Juventus coach Massimiliano
Allegri said. “Apart from the final 30 min-
utes, we practically didn’t play and that
should make us think, that should bring us
back to earth.

“There are no excuses, I hate losing and
especially losing like this ... It was really an
ugly performance and we lost the first
objective of the season. The league starts
on Saturday and we need to start winning.”
The Italian Super Cup normally pits the
league champion against the cup winner,
but Juventus had again won the double

last season - for the third successive year.
Shortly after that success, Juventus lost

a second Champions League final in three
seasons, while reports of infighting and the
departure of key defender Leonardo
Bonucci to Serie A rival AC Milan has made
it a difficult offseason for the Italian cham-
pion. Juventus was looking to get back on
track in Rome, and started strongly in the
traditional curtain-raiser. Lazio goalkeeper
Thomas Strakosha pulled off a great save to
keep out Juan Cuadrado’s effort from close
range and denied Gonzalo Higuain
moments later in a frantic opening five
minutes.

Lazio withstood the pressure and slowly
took control of the match before going in
front shortly after the half-hour mark.
Immobile was brought down by Juventus
goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon and he dusted
himself down to fire the resulting penalty
into the bottom right corner.

Lazio almost doubled its lead minutes
later but Buffon pulled off a double save to
deny first Dusan Basta and then Lucas
Leiva. Lazio did extend its advantage nine
minutes into the second half when Marco
Parolo whipped in a cross and Immobile
sent a looping header into the far corner.

Allegri immediately reacted, bringing on
new signings Douglas Costa and Mattia De
Sciglio and he later also introduced
Federico Bernardeschi.

That had an effect and Dybala got
Juventus back into the match when he
curled a free kick into the left side of the
goal. Juventus was then given the chance
to level when it was awarded a penalty
after Adam Marusic tripped Alex Sandro.

Dybala had missed the decisive penalty in
the shootout in last year’s Super Cup defeat
to Milan but he stepped up and converted.
Another twist was still to come. Three min-
utes later, Jordan Lukaku went on a winding
run before pulling back from the byline for
Murgia to smash in the winner. —AP

Pochettino eyes end 
to transfer drought

NEWCASTLE: Mauricio Pochettino insists
Tottenham Hotspur ’s 2-0 victory at
Newcastle United in their Premier League
opener has not altered his desire to finally
strengthen his squad before the transfer
deadline. Pochettino remains aware
Tottenham lack the depth and quality to
compete in four competitions this season
after failing to make a single close-season
signing while their rivals all spent big mon-
ey on new recruits.

The Spurs boss was encouraged that
they started the season by winning a game
that was finely balanced until Newcastle’s
Jonjo Shelvey was sent off early in the sec-
ond half on Sunday. Newly-promoted
Newcastle had coped comfortably with the
Tottenham attack, but Shelvey’s foolish
stamp on Dele Alli was the turning point.

Goals from Alli and Ben Davies punished
Shelvey’s rush of blood, but Pochettino still
wants to bring in new players before the
transfer window shuts at the end of August
as he aims to emulate last season’s title
challenge. “It was important to start with
three points, but it wasn’t a great game and
wasn’t our best performance. The most
important thing for me was starting the
season in the right way,” he said.

“The balance of the team is the main thing
and we need some new players to bring some
new energy. It is important to challenge your
best players and refresh the squad. “We are
calm enough to compete in the same way as
we competed last season, but we need to sign
some players before the end of the transfer
window. “We have 10 months to go and we
are involved in four competitions, so we need
more competition, more quality and more

people who can help keep the level we want
to show in every game.”

Pochettino insisted that Tottenham
would have triumphed even if Shelvey had
stayed on the pitch, although there was lit-
tle evidence to support that claim. “Of
course we would have won. But it was diffi-
cult to play because the pitch was so dry
and Newcastle played deep,” he said.

“It was difficult to find space to create
chances. In the second half we played
against 10 men and that always helps and
made it more comfortable for us.”

MATURITY 
Pochettino singled out the contribu-

tions of Alli and Christian Eriksen, but 20-
year-old right-back Kyle Walker-Peters was
named man of the match after replacing
near namesake Kyle Walker following his
move to Manchester City.

“He was so calm,” said the Tottenham
manager. “To play as he played showed real
maturity and was really happy. He even
gave a speech after the game with his man-
of-the-match trophy. 

“He was so proud and it was a fantastic
moment he will always remember.” Shelvey,
who now faces a three-match suspension
and a club fine, apologised to manager
Rafael Benitez and his team-mates in the
dressing room after the game. 

“The rules are the rules and he made a
mistake,” said Benitez. But Benitez also
claimed that a tackle from Tottenham’s
Harry Kane that ended Florian Lejeune’s
involvement in the game was a worse chal-
lenge, although it only merited a yellow
card from the referee Andre Marriner.—AFP

Neymar shines on debut, says 
he’s ‘more alive than ever’

ROME: Lazio’s captain Senad Lulic, center, raises the trophy at the end of the Italian
Super Cup final match between Lazio and Juventus at Rome’s Olympic stadium,
Sunday. Lazio won 3-2. — AP

LONDON: For Chelsea’s supporters, Saturday’s
calamitous 3-2 loss at home to Burnley will
have immediately rekindled uncomfortable
memories of their last Premier League title
defence. In 2015, Chelsea lost nine of their
opening 16 games, costing manager Jose
Mourinho his job, and eventually drifted to a
10th-place finish.

The new campaign is only one game old,
but the dismal nature of their defeat, in which
Gary Cahill and Cesc Fabregas were sent off,
allied to the club’s transfer struggles mean
alarm bells are already ringing.

“There’s a lot of negativity about the club
because of the lack of signings that they’ve
been able to bring in,” said Alan Shearer, the
former England striker turned BBC pundit.
“And it was a real concern, what happened in
the first half.

“Whether you agree with the sending off
(of Cahill)  or not, they behaved like the
Chelsea of two years ago under Mourinho and
basically threw in the towel.” Cahill  and
Fabregas will both miss Sunday’s away game
against new Wembley tenants Tottenham
Hotspur, who finished second to Chelsea last
season and will be out to avenge their 4-2 FA
Cup semi-final defeat a few months ago.

Chelsea manager Antonio Conte will also
be without Eden Hazard and new signing
Tiemoue Bakayoko due to injury and those are
just the start of his problems. Having made
only four new signings and allowed a host of
players to leave either on loan or on perma-
nent deals, Chelsea’s squad already looks des-
perately thin.

Conte gave 20-year-old academy graduate
Jeremie Boga a debut against Burnley and had
four untested youngsters-Charly Musonda,
Andreas Christensen, Fikayo Tomori and Kyle
Scott-on the bench.

Star signing Alvaro Morata came off the
bench to score and set up a goal for David
Luiz, but the man he was bought to replace,
Diego Costa, continues to provide distracting
background noise.

Exiled in his native Brazil after being told by
Conte he has no place at Chelsea, Costa hit
out at the club in a Daily Mail interview pub-
lished on Monday, accusing them of treating
him like a “criminal”.

The turbulence seems to be having an
effect on Conte, who has appeared short-tem-
pered in some of his early-season dealings
with the media.

‘MOURINHO SEASON’ 
He also sharply criticised his players after

the game against Burnley, saying they had lost
their heads over Cahill’s 14th-minute dismissal
for a foul on Steven Defour. “I think it’s affect-
ing Conte, the way he’s behaving, the way he’s
responding and reacting,” said former Chelsea
goalkeeper Mark Schwarzer.

“Particularly look after this game where
he’s saying that the players lost the plot.
“Normally a manager who has the full support
of his team, or feels he has the full support of
his team, wouldn’t come out (to criticise them)
and he’d defend his players.

“In this instance, he hasn’t, so it just seems
that there’s a very unhappy camp at the
moment.” Conte spent the close season issu-
ing warnings about the dangers of Chelsea
suffering a repeat of their 2015-16 campaign,
which he refers to as the “Mourinho season”.
Since 2006, only two title-winning managers-
Manchester United’s Alex Ferguson and
Manchester City’s Manuel Pellegrini-have still
been in their jobs by the end of the following
campaign.

Chelsea’s false start saw the odds of Conte
leaving his post before the end of the season
shortened to 13/8 by British bookmakers. But
amid reports that Chelsea are looking to bring
in four new players before the transfer win-
dow closes on August 31, Conte says the only
solution to their predicament is hard work. “I
am not worried,” he said.

“It’s important for me that we don’t close
our eyes, but focus on our mistakes, work and
improve. “We have to give all of ourselves, to
try to put in 120 percent, every single person. I
must be the first, then the staff and then the
players.” — AFP

Spectre of 2015 looms 
after Chelsea false start

LONDON: Chelsea’s manager Antonio
Conte, left, watches the match during the
English Premier League soccer match
between Chelsea and Burnley at Stamford
Bridge stadium in London. — AP


