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BARCELONA: In this photo taken on Sunday, referee Ricardo de Burgos, right, shows a red card to Real Madrid’s
Cristiano Ronaldo during the Spanish Supercup, first leg, soccer match between FC Barcelona and Real Madrid at the
Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona, Spain. (Left) Ronaldo takes off his jersey to celebrate his goal. — AP

BARCELONA:  Cristiano Ronaldo lost his cool,
and now Real Madrid has lost its main man for
five matches at the start of the Spanish season.
Ronaldo was banned for five games yesterday
after shoving a referee who sent him off for div-
ing in Madrid’s 3-1 win over Barcelona in the
Spanish Super Cup.

Ronaldo was suspended for one
game for the red card in Sunday’s Super
Cup first leg at Barcelona, and four
games for pushing referee Ricardo de
Burgos Bengoetxea in the back, the
Spanish football federation said.

Ronaldo will miss tomorow’s return
leg of the Super Cup in Madrid plus the
first four matches of Real Madrid’s
league title defense. Zinedine Zidane’s
Madrid opens the league on Sunday at

Deportivo La Coruna. Its next three
matches after that are against Valencia, promot-
ed Levante, and at Real Sociedad.

Ronaldo and Madrid have 10 days to appeal
the federation’s ruling. Still regaining peak fitness
after an extended summer vacation, Ronaldo
began the Super Cup match on the bench, and

came on in the 58th minute. He scored with a
long-range strike to put Madrid 2-1 up in the
80th minute, moments after Lionel Messi had
equalized for Barcelona from the penalty spot.
But Ronaldo’s goal celebration - when he took his
shirt off and flexed his muscles - earned him a
yellow card. Two minutes later, he charged into
the area and collided with Barcelona defender
Samuel Umtiti. Ronaldo went down hoping for a
penalty. Instead, referee De Burgos showed him
a second yellow for diving and sent him off.

Ronaldo raised his arms in disbelief, then
stepped up to De Burgos and shoved him in the
back with his right hand. The federation ruling
said that Ronaldo’s shove violated article 96 of its
disciplinary code, which states that “light aggres-
sions” defined as “pulling, pushing and shaking”
of a referee are punished by suspensions of

between 4-12 matches.

RONALDO FINED
The federation also fined Ronaldo 3,005 euros

($3,500) and Madrid 1,400 euros ($1,650) for the
shove, and another 600 euros ($705) for the play-
er and 350 euros ($412) for the club for simulat-
ing a foul. Last season, Las Palmas forward Marko
Livaja was given an additional four-match sus-
pension for pushing a referee after he was shown
a red card.

In the 2014 Spanish Super Cup, Atletico
Madrid coach Diego Simeone was handed an
eight match suspension after he tapped the back
of a linesman’s head. Simeone was suspended for
four games for the tapping, two games for
protesting, one game for ironically applauding
the referee, and one game for remaining in the

stands instead of leaving the stadium after his
sending-off. Simeone served four matches of his
league suspension and the other four are pend-
ing Atletico’s future Spanish Super Cup matches.
After guiding Madrid to the Champions League
and Spanish league titles last season, the suspen-
sion comes during a difficult summer for
Ronaldo. In June, a state prosecutor accused
Ronaldo of defrauding Spain’s tax office of 14.7
million euros ($16.5 million). The 32-year-old star
had to deny the accusations in person to an
investigative judge last month.

Now he must trust his teammates to make a
good start to Madrid’s defense without him.
Given Marco Asensio’s great goal from distance
to cap Sunday’s win over Barcelona, the 21-year-
old forward could take Ronaldo’s place in the
starting lineup. — AP

Ronaldo banned for 5 games 

PALLEKELE: India’s captain Virat Kohli heaped praise
on Hardik Pandya for his maiden century in the third
Test after the visitors inflicted a crushing series defeat
on Sri Lanka yesterday.

Pandya’s 96-ball 108 paved the way for victory by
an innings and 171 runs inside three days, India’s first
clean sweep of an overseas three-Test series.

Off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin and paceman
Mohammed Shami shared seven wickets as the hosts
were bowled out for 181 in their follow-on in
Pallekele yesterday.

But it was 23-year-old Pandya, batting in just his
third Test after debuting in Galle, who stole the show
with the century that had lifted India to an unassail-
able 487. Sri Lanka offered just 135 in reply in their
first innings against the world’s top Test side.

“You know, a guy who can get a fifty and a hun-
dred in his first three games batting at number eight
has to have something special in him,” Kohli told
reporters after the match.

“He brings in great balance to the team, he’s a gun

fielder and gives you those crucial breakthroughs...
we absolutely have 120 per cent faith in him.”

Rookie spinner Kuldeep Yadav also made his mark
with four wickets in Sri Lanka’s first innings as the
islanders conceded a 352-run first innings lead.

Playing in just his second Test, the 22-year-old
bamboozled the hosts with his left-arm wrist spin,
returning overall match figures of 5-96.

Ashwin kept up the pressure on the beleaguered
hosts with four wickets on the third day, including
top-scorer Niroshan Dickwella for 41.

“We are a young side. We look forward to playing
Test cricket with the same kind of excitement. That’s
the only way you can be ruthless... we like to be
proactive rather than reactive,” said Kohli.

“We have age on our side. We have an opportuni-
ty to play together for five-six years with this whole
bunch and this really excites us.”

‘TOUGH SERIES’ 
Sri Lankan skipper Dinesh Chandimal, who made

36, put up some resistance during his 65-run fifth-
wicket stand with Angelo Mathews.

But Kuldeep took Chandimal’s wicket just after
lunch, with Ashwin claiming Mathews lbw for 35 not
long after. Shami, who took three wickets, combined
with Ashwin to mop up the tail as Sri Lanka suffered
their second successive innings defeat after a drub-
bing in Colombo. “A tough series as a team. Credit
goes to India. They have played outstandingly well in
the series... losing within two and half days you can-
not give any excuses,” said Chandimal.

“Hardik batted brilliantly when he came out to the
middle. The first spell by Shami and Umesh (Yadav)
was brilliant.”  Indian opener Shikhar Dhawan, who hit
a brisk 119 in the first innings, was named man of the
series for topping the run chart. The left-handed bats-
man accumulated 358 runs, with two centuries. 

The two sides now play a limited-overs series, with
the first of five one-day internationals on August 20 in
Dambulla. They will play a single Twenty20 match lat-
er this month. — AFP

Virat Kohli hails ‘special’ 
Pandya after series sweep

SCOREBOARD

India 1st Innings: 487 

Sri Lanka 1st Innings: 135

Sri Lanka 2nd innings (Following on)
Dimuth Karunaratne c Rahane b Ashwin 16
Upul Tharanga b Umesh Yadav 7
Malinda Pushpakumara c Saha b Shami 1
Kusal Mendis lbw b Shami 12
Dinesh Chandimal c Pujara b Kuldeep Yadav 36
Angelo Mathews lbw b Ashwin 35
Niroshan Dickwella c Rahane b Yadav 41
Dilruwan Perera c Pandya b Ashwin 8
Lakshan Sandakan c Saha b Shami 8
Vishwa Fernando not out 4

Lahiru Kumara b Ashwin 10
Extras: (2b, 1nb) 3
TOTAL: (all out) 181
Overs: 74.3
Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-26, 3-34, 4-39, 5-104, 6-118, 7-
138, 8-166, 9-168, 10-181.
Bowling: Mohammed Shami 15-6-32-3, Ravichandran
Ashwin 28.3-6-68-4, Umesh Yadav 13-5-21-2, Kuldeep
Yadav 17-4-56-1, Hardik Pandya 1-0-2-0.

Toss: Won by India

Result: India won by an innings and 171 runs.
Series: India won three-match series 3-0.

PALLEKELE, Sri Lanka: Scoreboard yesteday after India beat Sri Lanka by an innings and 177 runs in the third and
final test at Pallekele International Stadium:

PALLEKELE: Indian cricketers pose for photographers after victory in the third day of the third and final Test match between Sri Lanka and India at the
Pallekele International Cricket Stadium in Pallekele yesterday. — AP

MONTREAL: Alexander Zverev’s hot streak
is still alive. Roger Federer’s win streak is over.
The German beat Federer 6-3, 6-4 in the
Rogers Cup final on Sunday for his 10th con-
secutive victory. The 20-year-old Zverev, the
winner last week in Washington, D.C.,
matched Federer with a fifth tournament
title this year. He also stopped Federer’s win
streak at 16.

He will try to keep it going at an event in
Cincinnati this week. “It’s something amazing,
back-to-back weeks,” said Zverev, who hand-
ed Federer only his third loss of the year. “I feel
great. “I feel like I’m playing some of the best
tennis of my life. But Cincinnati is a very
tough draw. I don’t know if I will be able to go
far there because I am a little bit tired. But
game-wise and confidence-wise, I’m super
happy the way everything is standing.”

He avenged a loss to Federer at Halle,
Germany on June 25 and evened their career

head-to-head record at two wins apiece. The
fourth-seeded Zverev won $894,585 while
the second-seeded Federer got $438,635.

Zverev used some sharp groundstrokes to
get the only service break he needed to win
the first set. The lanky German escaped a
break point at 1-0 in the second set with con-
secutive aces, and an off-looking Federer nev-
er challenged again. The 36-year-old Federer
said he only felt “aches and pains” from play-
ing in his first tournament of the hardcourt
season, but it looked to be more than that.

Zverev said he only noticed that his
opponent’s serve wasn’t quite as hard. He
broke a mistake-prone Federer for a 4-3 lead
and served out the match. He will climb to
seventh in world rankings with the win, his
second Masters 1000 Series victory this year
along with Rome, and is looking more and
more like a future Grand Slam tournament
winner.—AP

Zverev upsets Federer 


