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Quick, what's more important:
social media or real life? For the
title character in "Ingrid Goes

West ," there is no question, and perhaps
no distinction. Powered by Aubrey Plaza's
searing performance, director and co-
writer Matt Spicer's feature debut
explores such a dark side of social media
obsession, it's hard to consider it satire.
It's a story about young women who find
validation in likes and followers, who
equate social media experiences with
real-life ones.

Like so many millennials, Ingrid (Plaza)
is an Instagram junkie. Her phone is
always in hand, a portal to all that is #per-
fect and #blessed. Any free moment is
spent scrolling through photos. The dou-
ble-thumb-tap she uses to "like" images
is as instinctive as blinking. But she's also
obsessive and mentally unstable. She
once crashed a wedding and attacked
the bride after fixating on her expertly
curated Instagram profile.

Flush with cash after her mother dies,
Ingrid moves to Los Angeles to be near
her latest social media obsession: Blonde,
beautiful Taylor Sloane (Elizabeth Olsen),
whose life on Instagram looks like a chic
California magazine captioned with liter-
ary quotes and hashtags like #weekend-
vibes. Ingrid styles her hair like Taylor's.
She eats at her favorite breakfast spot.
She buys the purse Taylor posted about.
Then she works out a way to meet the
Instagram star so they can be friends.

Olsen is pitch perfect as sunny, super-
ficial Taylor, who says everything is "the
best" and has no qualms about asking a
gas station attendant to lay on the
ground to snap a perfectly-framed social
media pic. The screenplay by Spicer and
co-writer David Branson Smith looks at
how Taylor's appetite for admiration

might allow for a friend like Ingrid - her
sycophantic fawning feeds right into
Taylor's million-follower ego.

Plaza disappears into the unhinged
Ingrid, a character exciting in her sheer
unlikeability. She lies and steals to get
what she wants. She exploits trust and
kindness. But she brims with a deep
human fear of inadequacy, one she
hopes internet popularity might remedy.
Plaza brings a vulnerability and despera-
tion to Ingrid that makes her relatable.
She's obsessive and unstable, but she
just wants to be liked, online or any-
where.

O'Shea Jackson plays Ingrid's land-
lord/neighbor/admirer Dan, this story's
version of the manic pixie dream girl.
Though Jackson gets to show off his
sparkling smile more here than in
"Straight Outta Compton," his character
exists to be Ingrid's savior and moral foil.
"Ingrid Goes West" has fun with some
social media tropes and Southern
California tendencies, but it feels less like a
satire than a cautionary tale, for both the
envious and the envied. It dips into rich
territory by examining the covetousness
social media inspires, not just for things,
but for attention. Still, even someone with
millions of followers can feel lonely or
unseen.

Taylor and Ingrid may approach
Instagram from opposite sides, but both
live in a world where "l ikes" have
tremendous value. "Ingrid Goes West," a
Neon release, is rated R by the Motion
Picture Association of America for "lan-
guage throughout, drug use, some sex-
ual content and disturbing behavior."
Running time: 97 minutes. Three stars
out of four. — AP

Hackers continue to pester HBO, but
didn't release any material related to
the network's hit show "Game of

Thrones" in their latest leak. The hackers, who
broke into HBO's computer network and have
been doling out stolen information for the
past several weeks, released more unaired
episodes, including several of the highly
anticipated return of "Curb Your Enthusiasm,"
which debuts in October.

The latest dump includes Sunday night's
episode of "Insecure," another popular show,
and what appear to be episodes of other low-
er-profile shows, including "Ballers," the
unaired shows "Barry" and "The Deuce," a
comedy special and other programming. The
network acknowledged the hack in late July,
and the thieves have been dribbling out
stolen video and documents since then while
demanding a multimillion-dollar ransom.

They have leaked "Game of Thrones"
scripts, sensitive internal documents like job
offer letters and a month's worth of emails

from a programming executive. But the intru-
sion has so far fallen well short of the chaos
inflicted on Sony when the studio was hacked
in 2014. Still, the criminals may be holding on
to more damaging data - both intellectual
property, like unaired programming, and sen-
sitive personal information of HBO employees
- that they can use as leverage to try to get
money from HBO, said Gartner analyst Avivah
Litan.

"It's kind of like kidnap and ransom and
torture," she said. "Eventually HBO may
have to give in." In an emailed statement
Sunday, HBO said it's "not going to partici-
pate" in what it described as attempts to
generate attention by dropping "bits and
pieces of stolen information." The company
added that it was not in communication
with the hackers. It has said previously that
it doesn't believe its email system as a
whole was breached. — AP
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This file photo shows Melina Matsoukas, from left, Prentice Penny and Issa Rae partici-
pating in the ‘Insecure’ panel during the HBO Television Critics Association summer press
tour in Beverly Hills, California. — AP

This handout photograph shows Dennis Muhammad Abdullah, right, of the Netherlands
posing with his bride, Princess Tunku Tun Aminah Sultan Ibrahim, left, the only daughter
of the Sultan of Johor, after their wedding at Istana Bukit Serene in Johor Bahru. — AFP

This image released by Neon shows Aubrey Plaza in a scene from ‘Ingrid Goes
West.’ — AP

'A Stranger in the
House' has strong plot

In her second thriller, Shari Lapena poses the ques-
tion: How well do you know your spouse? It's not
exactly a new story device, but Lapena's fresh

approach makes it seem original in "A Stranger in the
House." While the novel is plot-heavy, the characters
are more sketches than fully fleshed-out people. No
character is likable or worth rooting for, but the
redemption is that Lapena makes them interesting,
keeping the reader invested in what happens next.

Karen Krupp is left with a bad concussion after
crashing her car into a pole while fleeing from an
abandoned restaurant in a sketchy neighborhood in a
town in upstate New York. She claims she has no
memory of what happened, and her doctors
acknowledge that this could happen, but add that
she might regain her memory. Police surmise that
Karen may have something to do with a man found
shot to death in the empty restaurant. 

Karen's husband, Tom, is at a loss at what to
believe. Karen's accident, and the fact that she left
that night without her purse or cellphone, are out of
character for his normally calm, organized wife. Tom
begins to wonder just how well he knows Karen. She
never talks about her background and her family, and
she appears to have only one friend, Brigid
Cruikshank, who lives across the street. 

But Brigid is hardly the caring friend, spending
most of her day in front of her living room window
watching the comings and goings of the Krupps, con-
sumed with jealousy over their life. Lapena keeps the
well-developed twists churning, with each a surprise
notch in this ever-evolving plot, and she continues
this skillful storytelling until the stunning twist at the
end. But it's hard to connect with the cold Karen, the
naive, almost vapid Tom or the creepy Brigid.

Lapena's excellent debut, "The Couple Next Door,"
melded plot with character for a unique look at a miss-
ing child case. In "A Stranger in the House," Lapena's
characters are indeed strangers, forgettable as soon as
the reader has finished. But the strong plot of "A
Stranger in the House" is quite memorable. — AP

'I Know a Secret' unfolds 
in unexpected ways

Tess Gerritsen brings back Boston homicide
detective Jane Rizzoli and medical examiner
Maura Isles to tackle another baffling mystery in

"I Know a Secret: a Rizzoli & Isles Novel," weaving a
thriller that slowly unfolds in unexpected ways. Rizzoli
and Isles feel like real people, and readers who are
fans of either the book series or the former TV show
know there's an emotional angle to the proceedings
and care about everything that happens to the duo. 

In "I Know a Secret," a woman in her early twenties
who worked on independent and low-budget horror
films is murdered in her bed. When another body
shows up - a man around the same age - Isles realizes
there must be a connection. The evidence suggests
otherwise, but Rizzoli knows to trust Isles' instincts.
They soon learn that the two victims knew each other
when they were children and went to the same after-
school daycare. 

The three people who ran it were prosecuted and
imprisoned for doing horrible things to the children
in their care. Rizzoli and Isles realize that one of them
has recently been released from jail. "I Know a Secret"
becomes a race to protect the remaining children
who testified all those years ago from suffering a simi-
lar fate. And how do the crimes tie into the gruesome
death of martyred saints? Gerritsen writes effortlessly,
and this is another stellar entry in the series. — AP

Avideo taken on the set of "Mission:
Impossible 6" shows Tom Cruise limp-
ing after performing a stunt where he

jumps between buildings. The video was
published Sunday by TMZ. It captures a teth-
ered Cruise leaping to a building, hitting its
side and then crawling over the top and run-
ning away. After he finished the take, Cruise
is seen limping, though he was able to rap-
pel back to the building he jumped from. The
extent of Cruise's injuries wasn't known.
Neither Cruise's representatives nor
Paramount Pictures returns messages
Sunday. The 55-year-old actor is well known
for performing many of his own stunts. The
sixth installment in the "Mission: Impossible"
franchise is currently shooting in London. It's
scheduled for release in July next year. — AP

In this file photo, Tom Cruise poses during a
photocall for the French premiere of ‘The
Mummy’ in Paris, France. — AP

Outspoken Indian gay rights activist
Harish Iyer is used to fighting for
equal rights but over the last month

he has turned into a messenger of love. He
is the host of "Gaydio", the first radio show
dedicated to lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and
transgender (LGBT) issues in India, where
homosexuality is a taboo and gay sex can
be punished with up to 10 years in jail. "As
an activist, it is in my DNA to stand up for a
cause," Iyer, 38, told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation.

"You hear heart-warming love stories
during your activism, but you are busy
being the savior. But on this show, I look at
the softer side." India's penal code bans
"sex against the order of nature", which is
widely interpreted as homosexual sex, and
transgender people face widespread dis-
crimination even though the Supreme
Court has enshrined a person's right to
identify as transgender.

The weekly show on commercial radio
channel Ishq, which means love in Urdu,
was launched in mid-July and is aired every
Sunday in the cities of Mumbai, New Delhi
and Kolkata. Iyer's guests on the two-hour
Sunday show included a Sikh-Muslim male
couple who spoke about how they met,
their coming-out experience and still going
strong after 12 years. In another episode, a

mother spoke with her son's ex-boyfriend
and in the latest airing, a heterosexual man
and his transgender wife shared their story.

Iyer, who hit headlines in 2015 when his
mother posted a "groom wanted" matrimo-
nial advertisement in a leading English-lan-
guage newspaper, said people on his show
have shared their stories openly. "The
unique religion, caste, gender and familial
bonds in these stories are part of the narra-
tive," Iyer said. There is no official data on
the LGBT population in India, but the gov-
ernment estimates there are 2.5 million gay
people, reflecting those who have declared
their sexuality to the health ministry.

Campaigners say real numbers are far
higher as many individuals conceal their
identity fearing discrimination in a country
where most marriages still take place with-
in the boundaries of caste and religion.
Shivangini Jajoria, national operations
head at Ishq, said the radio station wants to
break down boundaries and feature all kind
of relationships. "When the Muslim and
Sikh couple shared their coming out story,
it made it easier for others to come out,"
said Jajoria. "People are also understanding
the LGBTQ community better through
these stories."-Reuters

Britain's much-loved Big Ben will fall
silent for four years from next week as
conservation work is carried out on the

famous 19th century bell in a clock tower
next to the Houses of Parliament. "Big Ben
falling silent is a significant milestone in this
crucial conservation project," Steve Jaggs,
whose official title is "Keeper of the Great
Clock", said in a parliament statement yester-
day. "This essential program of works will
safeguard the clock on a long term basis, as
well as protecting and preserving its home-
the Elizabeth Tower," he said.

It will be the longest period that Big Ben,
whose bongs are familiar to many people
around the world because of their use in BBC
radio and television broadcasts, has been
silent in its 157-year history. The Great Bell,
popularly called Big Ben, weighs 13.7 tons
and strikes every hour to the note of E. Four
smaller bells also chime every 15 minutes.
The last bong before the refurbishment will
be at 12 pm on August 21, the statement said.
The clock will still tell the time silently until

2021 and the chimes will continue to be rung
on important occasions such as New Year's
Eve.

The Elizabeth Tower, which is 96 meters
high, is the most photographed building in
Britain. The tower itself is commonly referred
to as Big Ben even though the name applies
only to the bell. The clock's cogs and hands as
well as the four dials will be removed, cleaned
up and repaired as part of the work. The pro-
ject's cost was estimated last year at £29 mil-
lion (31.9 million euros, $37.7 million).
Because the clock mechanism will be tem-
porarily out of action, a modern electric
motor will drive the clock hands until the
clock is reinstated.

Parliament also said that the clock's faces
would have to be covered up while they are
being repaired. "However, to ensure that the
public are still able to set their watches by
this most important of time pieces, one work-
ing clock face will remain visible at all times
throughout the works," it said. — AP
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Two of the four faces
of the Great Clock of
the Elizabeth Tower,
commonly referred to
as Big Ben, are pic-
tured at the Houses of
Parliament in central
London. — AFP
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