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BASEBALL

BOSTON: Tyler Austin hit a three-run home
run, Todd Frazier added a solo homer and CC
Sabathia retired 13 of the first 14 batters he
faced as the New York Yankees beat the
Boston Red Sox 4-3 on Saturday night.
Sabathia (10-5), returning from a stint on the
disabled list because of sore right knee, retired
13 of the first 14 batters he faced on the way
to improving to 3-0 in three starts against
Boston this season. He allowed two runs and
four hits to earn his first victory since July 21.
Dellin Betances got the last three outs for his
ninth save. The Yankees won for the fifth time
in six games and snapped Boston’s three game
winning streak to pull within four games of
the first-place Red Sox in the AL East. Chris
Sale (14-5) struck out nine, but was tagged for
the four runs and seven hits. He is still looking
for his first victory in the rivalry.

DODGERS 3, TIGERS 0
Adrian Gonzalez’s seventh-inning single

broke a scoreless tie and Los Angeles went on
to its sixth straight win and 21st in the last 24
games. Detroit has lost six straight and 12 of
14. Dodgers right fielder Cody Bellinger left
the game in the seventh inning. He rolled his
right  ankle in the sixth while catching a fly
ball from Nicholas Castellanos. Yasiel Puig hit
for him the next inning. Bellinger is listed as
day-to-day. Hyun-Jin Ryu pitched five innings,
allowing three hits and walking four while
striking out four. He needed 89 pitches to get
through five innings, and was replaced by
eventual winner Ross Stripling (3-4). Brandon
Morrow and Kenley Jansen finished off the
shutout, with Jansen pitching the ninth for his
33rd save. Tigers starter Michael Fulmer (10-
11) gave up an unearned run, three hits and
two walks in seven innings. He struck out six.

INDIANS 5, ROYALS 0
Trevor Bauer pitched 6 1/3 innings to get

his career-best fifth straight win as Cleveland

beat Kansas City. Bauer (12-8) gave up seven
hits, walked two and struck out four. Relievers
Bryan Shaw and Cody Allen did not allow a hit
over the final 2 2/3 innings to complete the
shutout. Bauer joins teammates Corey Kluber
and Carlos Carrasco as 12-game winners. The
Indians are the only team in the majors with
three 12-game winners. Roberto Perez deliv-
ered the clutch blow, a two-out, two-strike,
two-run single in the fourth inning that scored
Jay Bruce and Carlos Santana. Jose Ramirez
and Jason Kipnis hit consecutive doubles in
the first inning for the first Cleveland run.

CUBS 4, BLUE JAYS 3
Rookie Ian Happ hit his 18th home run,

Jose Quintana pitched six effective innings
and Chicago kept up its success against AL
opponents. The World Series champions have
won nine of their last 10 interleague games.
The NL Central leaders have won five of seven
overall. Happ hit an RBI single in the first
inning and added a solo homer in the fourth.
In the sixth, Happ drew a leadoff walk from
Danny Barnes (2-4) and later scored on a two-
out single by Javier Baez for the go-ahead run.
In his seventh start since being acquired in a
trade from the White Sox, Quintana (4-2) gave
up two runs and four hits. He struck out eight
and walked two. Cubs closer Wade Davis
pitched a perfect ninth for his 26th save in 26
chances. He tied the franchise record for con-
secutive saves opportunities converted.

PIRATES 6, CARDINALS 4
Adam Frazier homered, doubled and sin-

gled as the Pittsburgh Pirates beat the St Louis
Cardinals 6-4 Saturday to end a six-game los-
ing streak. Frazier hit a two-run homer in the
second and doubled off the wall the next
inning. Starling Marte and pinch-hitter Jose
Osuna also homered for Pittsburgh. The
Cardinals scored 11 runs in each of their two
wins to start this series. Paul DeJong hit a two-

run homer in the eighth and Jose Martinez
homered in the ninth. Chad Kuhl (6-8)
responded well following a rain delay that last-
ed nearly two hours, giving up one run and
three hits in five innings. Felipe Rivero got his
13th save. Michael Wacha (9-6) was tagged for
five runs and seven hits in four innings.

MARINERS 7, RAYS 6
Mitch Haniger hit a grand slam, Nelson

Cruz added his 31st home run and Seattle
rolled to its fourth straight win. Haniger’s first
career grand slam came in his first game back
after a three-week stretch on the disabled list,
lifting the Mariners to a 4-1 lead in the third
inning. It was his eighth homer of the season.
Cruz, who is on an 11-game hitting streak, hit
his seventh homer in 10 games with a man on
base in the fourth, raising his league-leading
RBI total to 100. Both home runs came off Jake
Odorizzi, who gave up seven runs and eight
hits in 3 2/3 innings. Odorizzi (6-7) lost his
third straight start. Steven Souza Jr. hit his
26th homer and Lucas Duda hit his fifth for the
Rays, who lost for the eighth time in nine
games. Logan Morrison added a pinch-hit
homer in the ninth, his 29th of the season.

ASTROS 3, ATHLETICS 0
Collin McHugh threw six innings, Marwin

Gonzalez hit a two-run single and Houston
beat Oakland. McHugh (1-2) gave up six hits
and struck out three. McHugh, who missed the
first 3 1/2 months with right shoulder tendini-
tis and a right elbow injury, has allowed two
runs or fewer in four of his six starts this sea-
son. After Jose Altuve and Josh Reddick
walked and Yuli Gurriel singled to lead off the
fourth, Gonzalez followed with his two-run
single. Kendall Graveman (3-4) induced flyouts
from Carlos Beltran, Juan Centeno and Derek
Fisher to prevent further damage. Alex
Bregman added a solo home run over the train
tracks above the left field wall to lead off the
eighth.

METS 8, MARLINS 1
Rafael Montero pitched six strong innings

in his best effort of the season, and Wilmer
Flores and Kevin Plawecki each hit long two-
run homers to help the New York Mets snap a
five-game losing streak. Asdrubal Cabrera and
Michael Conforto each drove in a run for the
Mets, who scored seven runs in the sixth -
their season high for an inning - after being
held to just three base runners over the first
five innings by Vance Worley (2-3). New York
began the day with an NL-worst .221 batting
average in August. Aided by five double plays,
Montero (2-8) kept the Marlins off-balance
with a fastball-slider combination to allow a
run and six hits. The right-hander walked three
and struck out five. Marcell Ozuna drove in
Dee Gordon for the lone Miami run.

TWINS 5, DIAMONDBACKS 0
Jose Berrios threw seven innings for his

11th win to help Minnesota keep pace in the
AL wild card race. The Twins, who entered the
night in a tie with the Los Angeles Angels for

the second wild card spot, scored five runs off
Diamondbacks starter Zack Greinke (14-6) in
the fourth after a costly error by second base-
man Daniel Descalso ended a chance for a
double play. Max Kepler drove in two runs dur-
ing the inning, and Brian Dozier and Joe
Mauer each had an RBI single. That was more
than enough for Berrios (11-6), who allowed
only two hits for the second time this month,
and got some solid defensive support to win
for the second time in three starts. Berrios
combined with reliever Alan Busenitz to retire
the last 19 Arizona batters. Greinke had won
four of his previous five but ended the night
with his shortest outing this season. He
allowed seven hits and four walks, while strik-
ing out four.

REDS 11, BRAVES 8
Scooter Gennett hit a grand slam to lead

Cincinnati past Atlanta. Julio Teheran, expect-
ed to be the Braves’ ace for a fifth straight year,
set an Atlanta record by losing his ninth
straight home decision. He dropped to 1-9
with a 6.98 ERA in 13 starts at SunTrust Park.
Gennett’s 21st homer, his third grand slam this
season and fourth of career, made it 11-4 in
the ninth. The Braves scored four runs in the
bottom half, but Michael Lorenzen, the second
Cincinnati pitcher of the inning, earned his
second save after Blake Wood failed to retire a
batter and allowed the four runs. Robert
Stephenson (1-4) gave up three hits, three
walks and two runs - one earned - in five
innings. He struck out five, but had some
struggles, dropping a ball at first base, hitting
a batter and throwing a bunt attempt into the
Atlanta dugout. Teheran (7-11) allowed eight
hits, three walks and five runs.

ANGELS 5, ORIOLES 1
Mike Trout and Luis Valbuena each hit two

home runs off Kevin Gausman, and the Angels
won for the eighth time in 10 games. Trout
homered in the first and third innings, and
Valbuena connected in the second and fourth
to give Los Angeles a four-run lead. It marked
the second straight night in which the Angels
got all their runs via the long ball. In the series
opener, Los Angeles homered five times in a 9-
7 defeat. Trout now has 26 home runs. He has
six seasons with at least 25, tied with Tim
Salmon for most in franchise history. JC
Ramirez (11-10) allowed one run and five hits
over 5 2/3 innings before leaving with right
forearm tightness. In his last start against the
Orioles, the right-hander gave up six runs in
seven innings on Aug 7. Gausman (9-9) strug-
gled through four innings, allowing five runs
and six hits.

PADRES 3, NATIONALS 1
Yangervis Solarte hit a two-run home run

off Stephen Strasburg in the first inning of the
right-hander’s first start in almost a month and
San Diego beat Washington. Strasburg (10-4)
retired the first two batters he faced before
allowing a single to Jose Pirela and then the
homer to the switch-hitting Solarte, who
drove a 96-mph fastball to right for his 13th.

Strasburg then settled down against his
hometown team, retiring 10 straight batters
and 13 of 14. He went six innings, allowing
two runs and four hits while striking out eight
and walking one. He hadn’t pitched since July
23, when he went only two innings at Arizona.
He went on the disabled list with an elbow
nerve impingement. San Diego’s Travis Wood
(2-1) also settled down after laboring through
the first inning, when he threw 35 pitches but
didn’t allow a run. Brad Hand pitched the
ninth for his 11th save.

BREWERS 6, ROCKIES 3
Pinch-hitter Jesus Aguilar connected for a

go-ahead home run with two outs in the ninth
inning and Milwaukee got its fifth win in six
games. It was 3-all when Greg Holland (2-4) hit
Keon Broxton with an 0-2 pitch with one out in
the ninth. Aguilar hit his 12th homer, and
Milwaukee added another run as Eric Thames
walked, stole second and Neil Walker’s RBI sin-
gle chased Holland. Travis Shaw also homered
for the Brewers. DJ LeMahieu got three hits
and Trevor Story had two doubles for
Colorado. The Rockies remained a game ahead
of Arizona for the NL’s first wild card and 4 1-2
up on Milwaukee. Anthony Swarzak (2-0)
tossed one inning and Corey Knebel got the
last three outs for his 25th save.

RANGERS 17, WHITE SOX 7
Rougned Odor homered twice, Mike Napoli

also went deep, and both had five RBIs to help
Texas rally from an early five-run deficit and
roll past Chicago. Odor’s first homer, a three-
run shot in the third, made it 7-5 and ended
the night for White Sox starter Derek Holland
(6-13), the former Ranger starting as an oppo-
nent in Texas for the first time. That came soon
after Napoli’s two-run double. Napoli added a
three-run homer in the fourth before Odor hit
a solo shot into the second deck of seats in
right field to cap the Rangers’ second consecu-
tive six-run inning. Napoli and Odor each have
26 homers. Martin Perez (8-10), needed 40
pitches in the first as Chicago went ahead 5-0,
but made it through six innings to win his
third straight start. The lefty needed only 56
more pitches and gave up only one more run
after the first.

PHILLIES 12, GIANTS 9
Pinch-hitter Ty Kelly had a grand slam, Rhys

Hoskins hit a three-run homer and
Philadelphia snapped a six-game losing streak.
Down 12-4, the Giants scored five times in the
ninth inning and brought the tying run to the
plate before Hector Neris struck out Carlos
Moncrief for his 14th save. Adam Morgan (1-1)
threw just one pitch and got the win. Kelly
batted for Morgan and hit a slam that capped
a seven-run burst in the sixth inning for an 11-
4 lead. Hoskins homered for the fourth time in
seven games. Since going hitless in his first 12
at-bats after being called up from Triple-A, the
rookie is 7 for 21 with four home runs in seven
games. Ty Blach (8-9) took the loss. — AP

MLB Results/Standings

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 70 52 .574 -
NY Yankees 66 56 .541 4
Baltimore 60 63 .488 10.5
Tampa Bay 60 65 .480 11.5
Toronto 59 64 .480 11.5

Central Division
Cleveland 68 53 .562 -
Minnesota 62 59 .512 6
Kansas City 61 61 .500 7.5
Detroit 53 69 .434 15.5
Chicago White Sox 46 74 .383 21.5

Western Division
Houston 76 47 .618 -
LA Angels 63 60 .512 13
Seattle 63 61 .508 13.5
Texas 61 61 .500 14.5
Oakland 53 70 .431 23

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 73 48 .603 -
Miami 59 62 .488 14
NY Mets 54 67 .446 19
Atlanta 54 67 .446 19
Philadelphia 44 77 .364 29

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 65 57 .533 -
Milwaukee 64 60 .516 2
St. Louis 63 60 .512 2.5
Pittsburgh 59 64 .480 6.5
Cincinnati 53 71 .427 13

Western Division
LA Dodgers 87 34 .719 -
Colorado 68 55 .553 20
Arizona 67 56 .545 21
San Diego 55 68 .447 33
San Francisco 50 75 .400 39

Philadelphia 12, San Francisco 9; San Diego 3, Washington 1; Milwaukee 6, Colorado 3; Texas 17, Chicago White
Sox 7; Cleveland 5, Kansas City 0; Minnesota 5, Arizona 0; Cincinnati 11, Atlanta 8; NY Mets 8, Miami 1; NY
Yankees 4, Boston 3; Houston 3, Oakland 0; LA Angels 5, Baltimore 1; Seattle 7, Tampa Bay 6; Pittsburgh 6, St.
Louis 4; LA Dodgers 3, Detroit 0; Chicago Cubs 4, Toronto 3.

ANAHEIM: Simone Biles is back in the
gym. That’s it. That’s all. The Olympic
gymnastics champion is in no hurry to
declare whether this is the start of a
comeback following a year off after her
historic performance at the 2016 Games
in Rio de Janeiro. And she’d be just fine if
everyone else took the same approach.

Asked Saturday why she star ted
doing semi-formal workouts earlier this
month, Biles shrugged her shoulders. “I
don’t know yet, that’s the thing,” Biles
said. “What’s the hardest point of all is
everyone has already set expectations
for me for my comeback before I ’ve
come out and said it.”

Which, Biles stressed, she hasn’t. The
last 12 months have been a welcome

break following her run atop the sport, a
stretch that included three straight
world all-around championships and five
medals (four gold) in Rio.

The 20-year-old joked the only exer-
cise she’s done since she got back from
Brazil is walking her dog, though that’s
not exactly true. She participated in a
post-Olympic tour and competed on
“Dancing With The Stars,” some of the
perks of her newfound celebrity.

Life is starting to calm down a little.
Her family is working on turning one of
the rooms in the massive gym and
lifestyles center they opened in 2015
into Biles’ personal office. That kind of
sounds like a job, which Biles insists it’s
not.

“(Mom) better not tie me not too
much to the gym,” Biles said. “I’m not try-
ing to be there all the time unless I’m
training.” Which she’s currently doing,
just not nearly at her pre-Olympic level.
There is no formal plan either. Part of the
problem is Biles doesn’t currently have a
coach. Longtime mentor Aimee Boorman
left Texas for a job in Florida last fall and
there’s no plan for a reunion. For now,
Biles is just kind of feeling her way and
having one of the current coaches at the
World Champions Centre check in occa-
sionally to see how she’s doing.

“Aimee went to Florida, so it’s hard for
even the coaches to look at me and
gauge what’s happening because they
weren’t there before,” Biles said. “That’s

difficult. We’re taking it day by day.” For
now, it’s just basic skills like back hand-
springs and leaps. Maybe a couple of lay-
outs. No tumbling. No vaulting. A bit of
beam. A lot of questions.

Biles sat in the stands at the US cham-
pionships on Friday night and watched
as her sport went on without her. It was
more than a little weird. She misses com-
peting. All the work in the gym is anoth-
er matter. She’s well aware it will take
countless hours to get anywhere close to
the form that helped her make history.
She also won’t have to look far for advice.

Fel low “Final  Five” teammate Aly
Raisman won three medals in 2012, took
a two-year sabbatical and was back on
the world championship team by 2015.

Raisman called Biles’ uncertainty a natu-
ral response to the daunting work that
could lay ahead.

“I think a lot of people sometimes
think you take a year off and you can just
go back and do a floor routine just like
that,” Raisman said. “I think it took me at
least two full years to do a full floor rou-
tine  since I stepped in the gym. I spent
like six months just conditioning.”

Biles would prefer not to wait that
long to figure out whether she’s serious.
For now she’ll just  wake up each morn-
ing, figure out how she feels, go to the
gym and kind of make it up as she goes.
“I’m still getting my body right and see
how I feel,” she said. “Yeah, testing the
waters basically.” —AP

Yankees continue to thrive with win against Red Sox

ARLINGTON: Texas Rangers’ Robinson Chirinos is tagged out at the plate by Chicago White Sox catcher Kevan Smith while home plate umpire Tim Timmons, right, watches during the fourth inning of a baseball game, Saturday, in
Arlington, Texas. — AP

Olympic champ Simone Biles back in gym as she weighs options


