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British police seeking 1987
Qabas cartoonist’s killer

Min 28º
Max 46º
High Tide
04:44 & 18:42
Low Tide
12:14 & 23:42

32
 P

A
G

ES
N

O
: 1

73
19

15
0 

FI
LS

Authorities appeal for information about suspects
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LONDON: British police re-launched an investigation yes-
terday into the murder of a Palestinian cartoonist 30 years
to the day after he was shot dead in a London street. Naji
Salim Hussain Al-Ali, a political cartoonist for the Kuwaiti
newspaper Al-Qabas, was shot in the back of the neck as
he walked to his office on July 22, 1987. The 51-year-old
died in a coma in hospital on Aug 29 that year.

Scotland Yard’s Counter
Terrorism Command (CTC) is
reopening the case, appealing for
information about the gunman
and a second man later seen driv-
ing away from the scene. 

They feel allegiances may have
shifted over time and people with
information who did not come
forward in 1987 may now feel
able to speak. 

“The brutal murder of Mr Al-Ali
devastated his family and 30
years on they continue to feel the
loss,” CTC commander Dean Haydon said. “A lot can change
in 30 years: Allegiances shift and people who were not will-
ing to speak at the time of the murder may now be pre-
pared to come forward with crucial information. “We
remain open-minded about the motive for Mr Al-Ali’s mur-
der and we believe there are people somewhere who have
information that could help us bring those responsible for
his murder to justice.”

Continued on Page 11

TEHRAN/DOHA: In a diplomatic icebreaker between
political foes, tens of thousands of Muslim faithful from
Iran have flocked to Saudi Arabia for the annual hajj pil-
grimage to Islam’s holiest sites. This week’s hajj marks
Iran’s return after their absence last year following a mas-
sive stampede in 2015 that killed around 2,300 people,
including 464 Iranians. The tragedy sparked bitter recrim-
ination from Tehran over the kingdom’s custodianship of
the sites in Makkah and Madinah.

For the first time in nearly three decades, Iranian pil-
grims were barred from the hajj last year, after several
rounds of negotiations between the two Gulf heavy-
weights failed to overcome political and procedural dif-
ferences. Adding a further obstacle, the Sunni kingdom
cut all ties with Iran in January 2016 after its diplomatic
missions in Tehran and Mashhad were torched by pro-
testers angered by Saudi Arabia’s execution of a promi-
nent Shiite figure. But under a deal struck in March,
about 86,000 Iranians have now arrived in Saudi Arabia
for the hajj, joining two million Muslims from across the
globe in converging on Makkah. “I’m happy to see so
many Iranians here... Political issues shouldn’t interfere in
a religious duty, especially the hajj,” Abbas Ali, a 54-year-
old Iranian, said yesterday at Jeddah airport that is the
main entry point for pilgrims. 
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Iran pilgrims flock for hajj, Qataris few 

MAKKAH: Large cooling fans spray water on Muslim pilgrims around the Grand Mosque ahead of the
annual hajj pilgrimage yesterday. — AP 
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