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EU slams N Korea missile 
launch as ‘serious threat’

BRUSSELS: The EU yesterday denounced North Korea’s
launch of a ballistic missile which overflew Japan as anoth-
er breach of its international obligations and a “serious
threat” to regional security. “These actions constitute out-
right violations of the DPRK’s international obligations, as
set out in several UN Security Council Resolutions, and rep-
resent a serious threat to international peace and security,”
EU foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini said in a state-
ment. “The DPRK must comply without delay, fully and
unconditionally, with its obligations under all relevant UN
Security Council resolutions and refrain from any further
provocative action that could increase regional and global
tensions,” Mogherini added.

2018 start for Russia-backed 
nuclear plant work in Hungary

BUDAPEST: Work on the Russian-financed expansion of a
Hungarian nuclear plant will begin in January, Hungary’s
foreign minister said Monday after talks in Budapest
between Prime Minister Viktor Orban and Russian
President Vladimir Putin. Building work on two new reac-
tors at the Paks facility outside Budapest had been
delayed as the EU examined the project’s legality, but
“now nothing can stop the construction,” said Peter
Szijjarto according to the Hungarian news agency MTI. The
10 billion euro ($12 billion) expansion will be mostly car-
ried out by Moscow’s state-owned Rosatom and is to be
financed largely with a Russian loan according to a deal
signed by the two leaders in 2014. 

Merkel: Can’t stay silent 
on rule of law in Poland

BERLIN: Chancellor Angela
Merkel said yesterday that
Germany could “not stay
silent” on EU fears about the
rule of law in neighboring
Poland, calling it a “serious
issue”.  Poland on Monday
rejected EU concerns that the
right-wing government’s con-
troversial court reforms, which
have sparked street protests,
will erode judicial independ-
ence in the former communist
state. “As much as I want good
relations with Poland, our
neighbor.. .  we cannot stay
silent and say nothing just to
keep the peace,” she said.
Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Berlin, she stressed
that the rule of law was “the basis for cooperation within
the EU”.

Two dead, four injured 
in New Mexico shooting

CLOVIS: Two people were killed and four others
injured when gunfire erupted inside a public library
on Monday, throwing an eastern New Mexico com-
munity into a panic as officers swarmed the building
with their guns drawn. Authorities and elected offi-
cials in the city of Clovis said the shooter had been
taken into custody and was being questioned, but
there was no indication of what may have prompted
the violence. Three of the injured victims were taken
to a hospital across the state line in Lubbock, Texas,
Clovis City Manager Tom Phelps told The Eastern New
Mexico News. He did not know the extent of their
injuries. One woman could be seen being helped into
an ambulance while the call for air ambulances could
be heard over police radio traffic. 

CLOVIS: An injured woman is carried to an ambu-
lance in Clovis, New Mexico, as authorities
respond to reports of a shooting inside a public
library. — AP

Finland releases two 
in knife attack probe

HELSINKI: Finnish authorities yesterday said they had
released two of the four suspects held in custody fol-
lowing this month’s stabbing attack that killed two and
wounded eight. All four had been placed in pre-trial
detention last week on suspicion of murder and
attempted murder with terrorist intent but two of
them were later cleared, a statement from the National
Bureau of Investigation (NBI) said. “There is no longer
any reason to suspect them of these offences,” it said,
Of the two left in custody, one is the main suspect —
22-year-old Abderrahman Bouanane, a Moroccan
national who was shot in the thigh by police minutes
after the attack. 

Chile President Bachelet 
to launch gay marriage bill

SANTIAGO: Chile’s socialist President Michelle
Bachelet on Monday sent to congress a bill to legal-
ize marriages and adoptions by same-sex couples. It
is the latest in a wave of liberal reforms that she was
determined to launch before ending her term next
year. It follows last week’s approval by the constitu-
tional court of a new law easing the country’s ban on
abortion. “I t  cannot be that old prejudices are
stronger than love,” she said as she publicly signed
the bill on Monday to submit it for debate in the leg-
islature. “That is why, just as I promised, Chile is
today taking a historic step by signing the marriage
equality bill.”—Agencies
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PARIS: Fighting “Islamist terrorism” is
France’s top priority, President Emmanuel
Macron said yesterday in a key foreign poli-
cy speech. “Providing security for our citi-
zens means that the fight against Islamist
terrorism is our first priority,” he told some
200 French ambassadors gathered in Paris.
Since early 2015, France has suffered a
series of terror attacks that have claimed
more than 230 lives, making it the worst-
affected country in western Europe.

“There’s no place for naivete, nor for
fear of Islam which confuses Islamism and
Islamic,” he said, calling assuring the securi-
ty of the French the “raison d’etre” of the
country ’s diplomatic efforts.  Macron
announced the organization of a confer-
ence on staunching the sources of funding
for terror groups, to be held in Paris in ear-
ly 2018. He also argued against taking
sides in the regional power battle between
Iran, a majority Shiite Muslim country, and
Saudi Arabia, a Sunni power. “Some have
chosen (their camp). It’s a mistake. The
strength of our diplomacy is to speak to all
sides,” he said.

No alternative   
The 39-year-old leader also insisted

there was no alternative to the 2015
nuclear deal with Iran, which has been
fiercely opposed by US President Donald
Trump. “There is no alternative to the non-
proliferation agenda. It enables a construc-
tive and demanding relationship with Iran,”
he said. Facing dismal approval ratings less
than four months into his term, Macron
was looking to burnish his foreign policy
credentials with the speech, which is a fix-
ture on France’s political calendar.

France’s youngest ever president has
shown determination to restore what he
sees as the country’s declining internation-
al prestige under his predecessor, the
Socialist Francois Hollande. He has won
kudos for making a bold start on the inter-
national stage, hosting both Trump and
Russian President Vladimir Putin within his

first weeks in office. He raised human
rights with Putin and spoke out against
Trump’s decision to withdraw the United
States from the Paris accord on fighting cli-
mate change.

Yesterday’s speech came a day after
Macron hosted a mini-summit with African
and European leaders on the migrant crisis.

The leaders backed proposals to screen
asylum seekers in Chad and Niger as a way
to prevent thousands from taking perilous
journeys across the Mediterranean. Macron
said yesterday he would soon travel to
Burkina Faso to continue building a new
relationship with Africa, “a continent of the
future” which “we cannot abandon”. —AFP

Macron says fighting ‘Islamist 
terror’ is France’s top priority

Macron to restore country’s declining international prestige

NUREMBERG, Germany: A 49-year-old German suspected
of belonging to the shadowy far-right “Reichsbuerger”
movement denied a charge of murder as he went on trial
yesterday for shooting a policeman during an early-morn-
ing raid on his house. Speaking through his lawyer,
Wolfgang Plan told the court in the Bavarian city of
Nuremberg that he never intended to kill anyone. Plan also
denied being affiliated with the Reichsbuerger or “Citizens
of the Reich” movement, whose members include neo-
Nazis, conspiracy theorists and gun enthusiasts who reject
the legitimacy of the modern German republic.

“He would not describe himself as such,” defense lawyer
Susanne Koller said. She said her client was woken from his
sleep and thought he was under attack when his house
was stormed in the “amateurish” raid in October 2016, and
had no idea he was firing at police. “This can’t possibly be
considered an act of murder,” Koller told the court. One
policeman was critically injured and later died of his
wounds, while three others were injured in the confronta-
tion in the town of Georgensgmuend.

Psychologically unsound
The raid was aimed at seizing Plan’s arsenal of about 30

weapons after his permits were rescinded following an
assessment that he was psychologically “unsound”. Plan, a
hunter who once ran a martial arts school, stands accused
of murder, attempted murder and causing grieving bodily
harm. Despite rejecting the “Reichsbuerger” label, Plan had

apparently declared his own mini-state, with DPA news
agency reporting he had drawn yellow lines around his
property to demarcate the borders of “the government dis-
trict of Wolfgang”.

“He had his own state with his own laws,” a neighbor
was quoted as telling DPA. Reichsbuerger followers gen-
erally believe in the continued existence of the pre-war
German Reich and several groups have declared their
own states. They typically deny the legitimacy of police
and other state institutions and refuse to pay taxes. Long
dismissed as malcontents and oddballs,  the
Reichsbuerger are seen as a growing threat after a string
of violent incidents.

Two months before the deadly shooting in Bavaria, a
41-year-old Reichsbuerger and one -time “Mister
Germany” pageant winner opened fire on police carrying
out an eviction order at his house in the eastern state of
Saxony-Anhalt. The gunman was seriously wounded and
three officers suffered light injuries. Police have since
launched a crackdown on the movement, carrying out a
series of raids against suspected Reichsbuerger, seizing
arms and making several arrests.

In June, Germany’s national and regional interior min-
istries said anyone who identifies as a Reichsbuerger
should be barred from possessing a weapon. Security
services believe some 12,600 people in Germany identify
as Reichsbuerger, some 700 of whom are known far-right
extremists. —AFP

German Reichsbuerger suspect 
on trial for police murder

NUREMBERG: Visitors enter the court building for the trial of a member of an anti-government extremist group at
the district court in Nuremberg, Germany. — AP

Diana’s death forced
British royals to
overhaul image

LONDON: Public anger at the monarchy following the
death of Diana, Princess of Wales marked a turning
point for the royal family, forcing a revolution in its
communications machine that helped revive the
brand. While mourners left thousands of bouquets of
flowers at the gates of Buckingham Palace and nearby
Kensington Palace, the royal family was nowhere to be
seen after Diana’s death on August 31, 1997.

Prince Charles, divorced from Diana, and his moth-
er Queen Elizabeth II remained at Balmoral Castle,
their remote Scottish residence, saying nothing for
days. Despite the British public’s mounting anger at
the royal response-or lack thereof-it was not until the
day before Diana’s funeral that the queen finally broke
her silence with a live broadcast to the nation. The
monarch’s distance from the public outpouring of
grief for the woman dubbed the “people’s princess” by
then Prime Minister Tony Blair caused resentment.

Having been immersed in protocol and tradition
for centuries, the royals quickly realized they were in
urgent need of an image overhaul. In her tribute to
Diana, the queen said: “I, for one, believe that there
are lessons to be drawn from her life and from the
extraordinary and moving reaction to her death.” The
result was the royals “having to become more profes-
sional, and having to take real control and take out-
side advice and better professional people,” public
relations expert Mark Borkowski said.

Human image   
The out-of-touch Buckingham Palace press office,

which Borkowski remembers used to close over the
weekends while some of the most interesting Diana
stories unfolded, underwent a shake-up. Sluggish
employees were replaced with PR-savvy professionals.
Patrick Jephson, Diana’s former private secretary, said
the current image of the monarchy was the product of
a “very sophisticated news management campaign”.
The current media strategy focuses on distributing
positive information about the monarchy, while at the
same time protecting the royals’ privacy.

One of the first tasks post-Diana was to create a
more “human” image for the queen, who had been
reported as being more concerned about her dogs
and horses than her subjects. Charles, mocked for
being haughty and stiff, has also gone through a
revamp since his ex-wife’s death. “He has spent an
enormous amount of money hiring very sophisticat-
ed, professional, political-style spin doctors to man-
age his image,” Jephson said. The investment has paid
off, with the public’s gradual acceptance of Charles’s
relationship with his former mistress Camilla, whom
he married in 2005. 

Queen impresses at Olympics 
The extent of the royal recovery could be seen in

2011, when Diana’s eldest son Prince William married
Kate in a ceremony watched worldwide as Britons held
street parties in the couple’s honor. “What they tried to
do was to promote what was good about the royal fam-
ily,” said Robert Jobson, co-author of the book “Diana:
Closely Guarded Secret”. Queen Elizabeth fell well and
truly back in favor at the 2012 London Olympics, when
she approved a stunt that appeared to show her leaping
out of a helicopter into the stadium alongside secret
agent James Bond, played by Daniel Craig. —AFP 

PARIS: This picture shows a photograph of
Princess Diana circled by flowers in Paris, around
the Flame of Liberty statue plastered with iconic
photos, flowers and messages, two days prior to
the 20th anniversary of her death. — AFP

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump declined Monday
to tag Russia as a security threat, saying he would put
“many countries” in that category instead. “I consider many
countries as a security threat, unfortunately, when you
look at what’s going on in the world today,” Trump said
after a Finnish broadcaster asked specifically about Russia
and whether the president would consider it a threat to
security. Trump’s response was in keeping with a general
reluctance to take a tough line against Russia, which US
intelligence agencies say interfered in last year’s presiden-
tial election to try to benefit Trump. 

The Justice Department and congressional committees
are investigating possible ties between Trump campaign
associates and Russian government officials. The president
commented during a White House news conference with
Finnish President Sauli Niinisto after they met in the Oval
Office. The Finnish broadcaster referenced Niinisto’s con-
cern about the security in the Baltic region and Russian
planes flying there without transponders, which transmit
information about their locations. 

The reporter asked Trump, “Would you consider Russia
as a security threat?” “We consider that a very, very impor-
tant part of the world,” Trump said, noting US relation-
ships with countries in the region. “And so I would consid-
er many countries threats, but these are all threats that

we’d be able to handle if we have to. Hopefully we won’t
have to handle them, but if we do we will handle them.”
Trump declined the reporter’s invitation to say how far
the US would go if the situation in Baltics escalated. “We
are very protective of that region. That’s all I can say,”
Trump said. —AP

Trump declines to say 
Russia is a security threat

PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron, center, poses with members of the new Presidential Council in charge of Africa at
the Elysee Palace in Paris. — AFP

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump speaks during
a joint news conference with Finnish President Sauli
Niinisto, in the East Room of the White House in
Washington. —AP




