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BASEBALL

KANSAS CITY: The Kansas City Royals extend-
ed their scoreless streak to a franchise-record
43 innings, getting shut out for a fourth
straight game in a 12-0 loss to the Tampa Bay
Rays on Monday night. The Royals haven’t
scored since the second inning of a 3-2 loss to
Colorado last Thursday and were blanked
three times over the weekend by Cleveland.
The 1968 Chicago Cubs and 1906 Philadelphia
Athletics hold the major league record at 48
scoreless innings, according to the Elias Sports
Bureau. The 1992 Cubs were the last team to
be blanked in four straight games, and it
hasn’t happened in the AL since the 1964
Washington Senators - nine years before the
adoption of the designated hitter. No team
has been shut out in five straight games since
at least 1913, according to information gath-
ered from baseball-reference.com. Austin
Pruitt (7-4) pitched six one-run innings for
Tampa Bay, and Matt Andriese allowed one
more hit while getting a three-inning save, his
first this season. Lucas Duda, Wilson Ramos
and Logan Morrison went deep for Tampa Bay,
with Duda getting his 25th and Morrison his
32nd of the season. Evan Longoria and
Morrison hit back-to-back doubles after
Duda’s shot in the third off Ian Kennedy (4-10).

INDIANS 6, YANKEES 2
Corey Kluber outpitched Luis Severino in a

marquee matchup of All-Stars, and slumping
Jose Ramirez homered twice to power
Cleveland past New York for its fifth straight
victory. Carlos Santana hit a tiebreaking homer
off Severino in the seventh inning and Austin
Jackson also went deep for the AL Central

leaders, who increased their cushion to seven
games over idle Minnesota. Coming off three
consecutive shutouts in a sweep of Kansas
City, the defending AL champions ran their
scoreless streak to 30 innings before Chase
Headley homered against Kluber (13 -4) lead-
ing off the third. The 2014 AL Cy Young Award
winner went eight innings and allowed only
three hits, rebounding from a loss to Boston
last week that ended a five-game winning
streak and marked his first defeat since July 4.
Severino (11-6) gave up four hits - three
homers - in 6 2/3 innings and lost for only the
second time in 10 starts.

RED SOX 6, BLUE JAYS 5
Christian Vazquez had four hits, including a

two-run home run, Eduardo Nunez added a
solo shot and Boston beat Toronto, snapping a
four-game skid. Boston also overcame the lat-
est stellar defensive play from center fielder
Kevin Pillar, who dived to make a sensational
catch on the warning track and take a hit away
from Mookie Betts in the sixth. The crowd of
35,630 gave Pillar a standing ovation. The AL
East-leading Red Sox avoided their first five-
game losing streak of the season. Drew
Pomeranz (14-4) got the win and Craig
Kimbrel gave up two runs before locking
down his 30th save. Danny Barnes (2-5) took
the loss.

CUBS 6, PIRATES 1
Mike Montgomery pitched six-hit ball into

the eighth inning and helped himself at the
plate, leading the Cubs to the win.
Montgomery (5-6) struck out four and walked

none in his second start since he was inserted
into the rotation after Jon Lester was placed
on the 10-day disabled list. The left-hander
was pulled after Jordy Mercer snapped his 17
1/3-inning scoreless streak with a leadoff
homer in the eighth. Carl Edwards Jr. got three
outs before Wade Davis finished the six-hitter
as Chicago moved 2 1/2 games ahead of idle
Milwaukee for the top spot in the NL Central.
Trevor Williams (5-7) hung in there with
Montgomery, pitching five innings of two-run
ball, but Pittsburgh lost for the 11th time in its
last 16 games. Mercer went 3 for 3, David
Freese had two hits and Andrew McCutchen
singled for the Pirates. 

NATIONALS 11, MARLINS 2
Max Scherzer overpowered Giancarlo

Stanton, Howie Kendrick hit a three-run triple
and the Nationals beat Miami. Scherzer (13-5)
allowed one run and five hits,  including
Christian Yelich’s home run, and had 10 strike-
outs in his return from the 10-day disabled list.
Stanton, named NL Player of the Week for the
second time this month on Monday, went 0
for 3 against Scherzer with two strikeouts and
a groundball double play. Jayson Werth had a
two-run homer off Jose Urena (12-6) in his first
game with the Nationals since suffering a left
foot contusion on June 5.

GIANTS 3, PADRES 0
Jeff Samardzija allowed just three singles in

pitching his first shutout since 2015, and
Brandon Crawford and Joe Panik homered to
lead San Francisco over San Diego. Samardzija
(9-12) frustrated the Padres to beat them for
the first time in four starts this year. He
allowed infield singles to Wil Myers in the sec-
ond and Yangervis Solarte in the fifth before
Cory Spangenberg singled to right in the
eighth. It was his fourth shutout and ninth
complete game. Crawford homered to right-
center off Jhoulys Chacin (11-10) leading off
the fourth, his 12th.  Panik hit a two-run shot
off the right-field foul pole off Phil Maton with
one out in the eighth, his eighth. Crawford was
aboard on a single.

TIGERS 4, ROCKIES 3
Nicholas Castellanos had three hits, includ-

ing a two-run triple, and Jordan Zimmermann
rebounded from early trouble to help Detroit
beat Colorado. The Rockies stranded 11
baserunners as they began a nine-game
homestand. Their lead for the second NL wild-
card spot dwindled to three games over idle
Milwaukee. Zimmermann (8-11) went five
innings and allowed three runs - all in the sec-
ond inning. He settled down to move his
career mark to 7-0 against the Rockies in 11
career starts. Shane Greene struck out two of
three in the ninth for his sixth save. Antonio

Senzatela (10-5) never found his command in
allowing four runs over 3 2/3 innings.

ORIOLES 7, MARINERS 6
Adam Jones hit a milestone home run and

Welington Castillo had three hits and two RBIs
in the Orioles’ fifth straight victory. Chris Davis
doubled in the tiebreaking run in the seventh
inning for the resurgent Orioles, who climbed
over .500 (66-65) for the first time since June
11. Baltimore jumped past Seattle (66-66) to
within 1 1/2 games of idle Minnesota for the
final AL wild-card spot. Jones’ solo home run in
the fifth inning gave him 25 for an Orioles-
record seventh consecutive season. He shared
the mark of six with Cal Ripken Jr. With the
score tied at 6, Trey Mancini led off the
Baltimore seventh with a single off Emilio
Pagan (1-3) and Davis followed with a liner
into the right-field corner. Donnie Hart (2-0)
pitched the seventh for the win.

ANGELS 3, ATHLETICS 1
Andrew Heaney struck out a career-high

10, Martin Maldonado had three hits and
scored twice and Los Angeles beat Oakland.
Heaney (1-0), making his third start since
Tommy John surgery, struck out the side in the

first and the sixth innings. He had his best out-
ing since the surgery, allowing two hits in six
innings. He walked three and gave up one
home run but worked his way out of trouble
behind a strong curveball.  Blake Parker
pitched a scoreless ninth for his third save.
Daniel Gossett (3-7) allowed three runs in 6
2/3 innings.

PHILLIES 6, BRAVES 1
Rhys Hoskins ended his homer streak but

did drive in the go-ahead run with a sixth-
inning double, Aaron Nola pitched seven
strong innings and Philadelphia beat Atlanta.
Cameron Rupp homered for the Phillies, who
have connected in 10 straight games and
totaled 21 homers over that stretch. Rookie
slugger Hoskins didn’t go deep after homering
in five straight games while becoming the
fastest ever to reach 11 home runs, doing it in
18 games and 64 at-bats. His double just
inside the left-field line scored Nick Williams to
put the Phillies ahead 2-1. That was enough
for Nola (10-9), who rebounded from two
straight subpar outings by allowing one run
and five hits with six strikeouts and no walks.
Lucas Sims (2-4) allowed four runs in 6 1/3
innings. —AP

Royals extend scoreless streak at 43 innings 

MLB Results/Standings

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
Boston 73 57 .562 -       
NY Yankees 70 59 .543 2.5   
Baltimore 65 65 .500 8       
Tampa Bay 65 67 .492 9       
Toronto 61 69 .469 12      

Central Division
Cleveland 73 56 .566 -       
Minnesota 67 63 .515 6.5   
Kansas City 64 65 .496 9       
Detroit 56 73 .434 17      
Chicago White Sox 52 77 .403 21      

Western Division
Houston 79 51 .608 -       
Seattle 66 65 .504 13.5  
LA Angels 66 65 .504 13.5  
Texas 64 66 .492 15      
Oakland 58 72 .446 21      

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 78 51 .605 -       
Miami 66 63 .512 12      
Atlanta 57 71 .445 20.5  
NY Mets 57 73 .438 21.5  
Philadelphia 48 81 .372 30      

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 69 60 .535 -       
Milwaukee 68 63 .519 2       
St. Louis 65 65 .500 4.5   
Pittsburgh 63 68 .481 7       
Cincinnati 55 76 .420 15      

Western Division
LA Dodgers 91 38 .705 -       
Arizona 73 58 .557 19      
Colorado 71 59 .546 20.5  
San Diego 57 73 .438 34.5  
San Francisco 52 80 .394 40.5

Washington 5, NY Mets 4; Milwaukee 3, LA Dodgers 2; Arizona 11, San Francisco 0; Oakland 8, Texas 3; Houston
7, LA Angels 5; Tampa Bay 3, St. Louis 2 (10 innings); Chicago White Sox 7, Detroit 1; Baltimore 2, Boston 1;
Philadelphia 6, Chicago Cubs 3; Colorado 3, Atlanta 0; NY Mets 6, Washington 5; Cleveland 12, Kansas City 0;
Pittsburgh 5, Cincinnati 2; Miami 6, San Diego 2; Minnesota 7, Toronto 2; NY Yankees 10, Seattle 1.              

ANAHEIM: Los Angeles Angels’ Ben Revere, right, is tagged out by Oakland Athletics second baseman Chad Pinder as he tries to steal second during the fifth inning of a baseball game, Monday, in Anaheim, Calif. —AP

HOUSTON: Hurricane Harvey has
forced both the Houston Astros and
Houston Texans to play home games
miles away from the flood-stricken city
with players wondering when they will
be able to come back.

The Astros will play a three-game
series against the Texas Rangers at
Tropicana Field in St.  Petersburg,
Florida, this week, starting today, and
the Texans will wrap up their preseason
schedule against the Dallas Cowboys at
AT&T Stadium in Arlington instead of
NRG Stadium.

“You have to go about your business
and handle it,” Texans cornerback
Johnathan Joseph said Monday as the
schedule for the week became clear and
the misery of Harvey continued unabat-
ed. “But it’s kind of hard at the same time
to kind of sit there and play football and
then think about your family that’s back
home when there’s constantly updates
going on around the clock about things
that are going on back in your home-

town.” Both the Astros and Rangers flew
to Dallas after games in California on
Sunday to await news of where the
series would be held. After a day off
Monday, they will  now head to St.
Petersburg, where the Astros will have
“home” games far away from home, just
as they did in the wake of Hurricane Ike
in 2008 when they played two sched-
uled home games in Milwaukee.

The team also said a three-game
series against the New York Mets that
begins on Friday may also be played at
Tropicana Field, the home of the Tampa
Bay Rays. A person with knowledge of
the decision told The Associated Press
that the decision has already been made
and shared with the players, though
there was no word from the team or
Major League Baseball.  The person
spoke on condition of anonymity
because the move was not disclosed.

If the Astros play both series in
Florida, they will end up playing 19
straight games away from Houston,

where the AL West leaders last played on
Aug. 24. A 10-game road trip begins
after the Mets series.

“The safety of our fans, players and
staff remain our main priority,” Astros
President Reid Ryan said. “We are
extremely grateful to the Tampa Bay
Rays organization for allowing us to use
their facility.” Rangers general manager
Jon Daniels said the team was open to
hosting the series in Arlington this week,
but had no interest in swapping a series
against the Astros later in the season to
accommodate the change. He said the
Rangers declined partially because of
thoughts for the fans, but also because
that change would have left the Rangers
with a 12-game road trip late in the sea-
son. “Just the competitive challenge of
having our guys’ last road trip of the
year, (a) four-city trip was not something
that we wanted to do,” he said. “We were
prepared, we offered to host the series,
but the decision was made to go to
Tampa instead.”

NERVOUS WATCH
The Texans have been in the Dallas

area since leaving New Orleans after
playing the Saints there on Saturday
night. As the flooding dominated the
news for another day, athletes with ties
to Houston kept nervous watch, worry-
ing about loved ones. Nationals star
Anthony Rendon, who grew up in
Houston, has been stressed out hearing
tales of his relatives struggling back
home. He spoke to his parents on
Monday morning.

“They were saying the water was
creeping up to their garage now,” he
said. “They’ve got a lot of land so it has
to cover the land first before it gets to
their house. It’s tough to know they’re
not in a  flood zone. They’re in the mid-
dle of nowhere so how can the water
reach over there?” Consumed by feelings
of helplessness and frustration, LSU
starting right tackle Toby Weathersby
said he filled his truck with gas with the
intent of venturing into Houston to try

to evacuate his grandparents. He held
off - but it was hard.

“I was going to be stupid, but I had to
come to the realization that I’ve got to
leave it up to the professionals,”
Weathersby said. “I just sat down and
just thought about the situation I was
going to be putting myself in. I wasn’t
worried about school or nothing. I was
just worried about trying to get there,
get my people.”

Weathersby, a junior, said he’d been
in contact with his grandparents on
Sunday and their home had not flooded,
though rising water had engulfed their
vehicles.

“They’re stuck right now in the flood.
Water is almost in the house,” said
Weathersby, a 6-foot-6, 308-pound jun-
ior. “You try to stay positive but ... It’s one
of those situations right now where
you’ve got to keep praying. Hopefully
my prayers reach over to my grandpar-
ents so they can hear me right now try-
ing to tell them to try to get out.”—AP

Hurricane Harvey forces Houston Astros to move games

SAN DIEGO: Yangervis Solarte #26 of the San Diego Padres falls over Denard Span #2 of the
San Francisco Giants as he tries to turn a double play during the fifth inning of a baseball
game at PETCO Park on Monday in San Diego, California. Solarte was unable to get the out
at first. — AFP




