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NEW YORK: Danis Zaripov will get the
chance to take his talents to North
America after the NHL approved the
Russian winger’s eligibility following a
doping ban in the Kontinental Hockey
League and international play.

The 36-year-old Zaripov is free to
sign with any team and could be the
latest established Russian player to
make an immediate impact in the NHL.
Agent Dan Milstein said Zaripov is look-
ing for a one-year contract so he can
prove himself.

“He’s going to be a huge contributor
to whatever team that he will choose,”
Milstein said. Even that is only possible
after the NHL ruled that the suspension

by the KHL and International Ice Hockey
Federation wouldn’t have happened
under its rules and found Zaripov eager
to show he didn’t intentionally use a
banned substance.

NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly
said Monday that Zaripov was cleared in
part because pseudoephedrine is not on
the NHL/NHL Players’ Association pro-
hibited substances list and that he was
not allowed to testify at his hearing for
the initial suspension . He added that
the league approved Zaripov’s status
after the veteran forward testified last
week and it reviewed evidence related
to the suspension.

“I look forward to continuing my pro-

fessional hockey playing career in North
America, and today I am very grateful to
the senior management of the NHL for
its decision, which provides me the
opportunity to do so,” Zaripov said in a
statement. “Even though I now have a
chance to play in the best league in the
world, I plan to continue my appeal at
the Court of Arbitration for Sport to
prove my right case and clear my name.”

Zaripov, who had never tested posi-
tive for a banned substance before,
agreed to submit to additional testing if
he signs a contract as part of what Daly
called “a meaningful demonstration of
good faith and his bona fide desire to
safeguard his name and reputation.”

Even though he had his KHL contract
terminated and was banned by the IIHF
until 2019, Zaripov is expected to draw
significant interest around the league.
Milstein said teams were initially warned
by the NHL about the three players sus-
pended by the IIHF: Zaripov, Canadian
defenseman Derek Smith and Russian
defenseman Andrei Konev. Out of
respect for the league’s process, he
avoided contacting executives to talk
about a contract until  Zaripov was
cleared.

“Beginning today we’re open for
business,” Milstein said by phone. “We’re
going to be talking to a number of
teams. Danis wants to win. He’s a winner

at heart. He’s won at every level.” Zaripov
won the KHL’s Gagarin Cup four times
and the world hockey championship
three times. He also represented Russia
at the 2010 Winter Olympics.

After a 45-point season with
Metallurg Magnitogorsk, Zaripov led the
league with 15 goals and had seven
assists in 18 playoff games. “Danis
Zaripov has a reputation in Russia what
Pavel Datsyuk was here,” Milstein said,
referring to the Detroit Red Wings great
who signed in the KHL last year. “He’s an
outstanding, world-class player.”

A six-time All-Star at home, Zaripov
recorded 121 goals and 135 assists for
256 points in 436 KHL games. — AP

DHAKA: Australia’s Matt Renshaw plays a shot, as Bangladesh’s wicketkeeper captain Mushfiqur Rahim, on ground, dives to catch the ball dur-
ing the third day of their first Test cricket match in Dhaka, Bangladesh, yesterday. — AP 

David Warner, Lyon put 
Australia back on track

DHAKA: David Warner scored an unbeaten
half-century to steady Australia as they chased
a challenging victory target in the first Test
against Bangladesh in Dhaka yesterday.
Warner, who remained unbeaten on 75, scored
the bulk of the runs as the visitors advanced to
109-2 at stumps on the third day, still needing
another 156 for victory.

Nathan Lyon earlier claimed 6-82 to dismiss
Bangladesh for a modest 221 in their second
innings and give Australia a scent of victory.
Bangladesh looked confident when spinner
Mehedi Hasan trapped Matt Renshaw leg-
before for five and Usman Khawaja hoisted a
catch to Taijul Islam at square leg off Shakib al
Hasan in the next over.

Australia, teetering on 28-2, nearly lost
another wicket when skipper Steve Smith
appeared to have been stumped off Mehedi
and walked. But he was called back after
replays showed his feet had dragged slightly
behind the crease as wicketkeeper Mushfiqur
Rahim broke the stumps.

Smith was dropped again by Imrul Kayes off
Mehedi on three. He went on to score 25 not
out and put on an undefeated 81 with Warner
for the third wicket. Warner, who faced 96 balls
and hit 11 fours and a six, also had his share of
luck when he was dropped by Soumya Sarkar
on 14 off Shakib.

Paceman Pat Cummins said Warner’s strong
showing would inspire the remaining batsmen.
“He was so focused,” said Cummins. “He got his
50 rapidly and I think it just changes the whole
momentum, but also the mindset for the other
batsmen who are to come in.”

Earlier, Lyon took full advantage of a spin-
ning track at the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium to halt Bangladesh’s progress. Tamim
led the charge with his 155-ball innings but
his dismissal off Cummins for 78 triggered a
collapse.

The left-hander fell to a short ball that whis-
tled past him. Umpire Aleem Dar turned down
a muted appeal from the bowler but Smith
decided to review.

Replays suggested the ball had brushed
Tamim’s gloves, ending a fine innings which
included eight fours to follow his 71 in the first
innings. Shakib was next out for five, hoisting a
catch to Cummins at extra cover off Lyon. But
Mushfiqur Rahim stayed calm until an unfortu-
nate run out for 41 at the non-striker’s end.

Lyon removed Nasir Hossain (0) and Ashton
Agar sent back Sabbir Rahman (22), dragging
the hosts down further. But Tamim was still
confident the hosts could secure victory. “The
wicket is unpredictable, anything can happen.
We have to be patient because one wicket has
brought two or three in a cluster. We can bowl
better than we did today,” he said. Bangladesh,
ranked a lowly ninth in Tests, are seeking their
first-ever win over fourth-placed Australia in
what is only the fifth Test meeting between the
two teams. — AFP

Trentin wins Vuelta 10th stage 
as Froome retains red jersey

Russian winger Zaripov cleared to pursue NHL contract

SCOREBOARD

Bangladesh first innings 260 (Shakib Al Hasan 84,
Tamim Iqbal 71; A. Agar 
3-46, P. Cummins 3-63, N. Lyon 3-79) 
Australia first innings 217 (M. Renshaw 45, A. Agar 41
not out; Shakib Al 
Hasan 5-68, Mehedi Hasan 3-62)

Bangladesh 2nd innings (overnight 45-1)
Tamim Iqbal c Wade b Cummins 78
Soumya Sarkar c Khawaja b Agar 15
Taijul Islam lbw b Lyon 4
Imrul Kayes c Warner b Lyon 2
Mushfiqur Rahim run out 41
Shakib Al Hasan c Cummins b Lyon 5
Sabbir Rahman c Handscomb b Lyon 22
Nasir Hossain c Wade b Agar 0
Mehedi Hasan c Khawaja b Lyon 26
Shafiul Islam c Handscomb b Lyon 9
Mustafizur Rahman not out 0
Extras (b15, lb 3, w1) 19

Total (all out; 79.3 overs) 221
Fall of wickets: 1-43 (Soumya), 2-61 (Taijul), 3-67 (Imrul),
4-135 (Tamim), 5-143(Shakib), 6-186 (Mushfiqur), 7-186
(Nasir), 8-186 (Sabbir),9-214 (Shafiul), 10-221 (Mehedi)
Bowling: Hazlewood 4.1-2-3-0, Cummins 14-3-38-1 (w1),
Lyon 34.3-10-82-6, Maxwell 5-0-24-0, Agar 20.5-1-55-2,
Khawaja 1-0-1-0.

Australia second innings
D. Warner not out 75
M. Renshaw lbw b Mehedi 5
U. Khawaja c Taijul b Shakib 1
S. Smith not out 25
Extras (b3) 3
Total (two wickets; 30 overs) 109
Fall of wickets: 1-27 (Renshaw), 2-28 (Khawaja)
To bat: G. Maxwell, P. Handscomb, M. Wade, A. Agar, P.
Cummins, J. Hazlewood, N. Lyon.
Bowling (to date): Mehedi 14-2-51-1, Nasir 3-2-2-0,
Shakib 8-2-28-1, Taijul 4-0-17-0, Mustafizur 1-0-8-0.

DHAKA: Scoreboard at stumps on the third day of the first Test between Bangladesh and Australia at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium in Dhaka yesterday.

LEEDS: West Indies captain Jason Holder
has received an official reprimand for vent-
ing his frustration at a dropped catch dur-
ing the ongoing second Test against
England at Headingley, the International
Cricket Council announced yesterday.

The all-rounder fell foul of the global
governing body’s code of conduct during
the 70th over of England’s second innings
on Monday when Dawid Malan, then on 32,
was dropped in the slips by Kieran Powell
off his bowling.

An ICC statement said paceman Holder
had “twice made inappropriate comments
in frustration which were audible enough to
be heard by both the on-field umpires”. As
such he was ruled to have committed that
section of the code of conduct which
relates to “using language or a gesture that
is obscene, offensive or insulting during an
international match”.

One demerit point has now been added
to Holder’s disciplinary record after he
admitted the offence and accepted the
sanction proposed by match referee David
Boon, the former Australia batsman. If
Holder reaches four or more demerit points
within a 24-month period, they will be con-
verted into suspension points and he will
be banned.

Two suspension points equate to a ban
from one Test or two one-day internationals

or two Twenty20 internationals, whatever
comes first for the player.

‘RIDICULOUS’ 
Earlier in the match, England all-rounder

Ben Stokes received a similar punishment
from Boon when his “obscene” language
was picked up on the stump microphone
after he was edged for a boundary by Shai
Hope. But former England captain Michael
Atherton, commentating on Sky Sports,
labelled that decision “ridiculous”. “Stokes is
no angel and has got himself into plenty of
scrapes - but he wheeled away and swore to
himself,” said Atherton.

“I have no problems if the match referee
intervenes if any player swears at or abuses
an opponent but swearing to yourself at the
end of the day?

“You’ve got to give players leeway.
“David Boon might just say he is following
protocol and he probably is, but the proto-
col has to be changed.” Malan, one of sever-
al England batsmen dropped in this match,
went on to make 61 in a total of 490 for
eight declared.

West Indies will start fifth and final day
needing a further 317 runs to reach a victo-
ry target of 322, while England must take 10
wickets if they are to go an unbeatable 2-0
up in this three-match series with one to
play. — AFP

Windies captain reprimanded 
for ‘inappropriate’ comments

ALHAMA DE MURCIA:  Italian Matteo
Trentin won yestersday’s 10th stage of the
Vuelta a Espana, with Britain’s Chris Froome
retaining the leader’s red jersey. Quickstep
rider Trentin, who won the fourth stage,
pulled clear of a 15-strong breakaway
group to comfortably deny Spain’s Jose
Joaquin Rojas in the dash for the line.

Another local hope, Jaime Roson, took
third at the end of the 164.8km ride from
Caravaca to Alhama de Murcia. Nicolas
Roche had a productive day amongst the
favourites for outright victory. 

The Irish rider, who is placed third over-
all, moved to within 36 seconds of Froome
in the general classification after the BMC
man’s decisive move on the descent to the
finish. Colombia’s Esteban Chaves is sec-
ond, also 36sec adrift of the Briton who is

aiming to become only the third man in
history to add the Spanish cycling blue
riband event to Tour de France victory in
the same year. 

Trentin, in possession of the green
points jersey, said he had targeted a win on
this stage. “I really wanted this victory, I’ve
been thinking about this stage for a long
time because the climb was tricky but con-
sistent, it was a climb I could handle.”

While this was Trentin’s second win of
the race, it was a fourth stage success for
his team with Quickstep’s Yves Lampaert
taking the second stage and teammate
Julian Alaphilippe the eighth. Today’s
197.5km 11th stage is the first major test in
the mountains with a summit finish at Calar
Alto in Andalusia and two category-one
climbs in the opening 60km. —AFP

CARAVACA: Quick-Step Floors Team’s Italian cyclist Matteo Trentin celebrates as he
crosses the finish line to win the 10th stage of the 72nd edition of “La Vuelta” Tour
of Spain cycling race, a 164,8 km route between Caravaca to Alhama de Murcia,
yesterday. — AFP

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s cricket selectors
resigned en masse yesterday, days after fans
hurled abuse and projectiles at the belea-
guered national side as they suffered anoth-
er humiliating thrashing on home soil.

The five selectors, led by former skipper
Sanath Jayasuriya, handed a joint letter of
resignation to Sports Minister Dayasiri
Jayasekera, a ministry official told AFP. The
announcement comes midway through
India’s five-match one-day international
tour in Sri Lanka, a series the hosts conced-
ed Sunday with a third straight loss.

Fans, tired of thumping losses, leader-
ship changes and mismanagement, booed
the home side and lobbed bottles as they
approached inevitable defeat at Pallekele.
Play was held up for about half an hour,
after which India recorded a six-wicket win.

“The selection panel felt they should
step down, allowing the board to appoint a
fresh set of selectors in view of the criticism
and the crowd reaction on Sunday,” a

source close to Jayasuriya told AFP.
The ODI series loss came hard on the

heels of India’s three-Test series whitewash
over Sri Lanka on home soil. Selectors have
borne a fair share of recent criticism, with
Sri Lanka’s World Cup-winning skipper
Arjuna Ranatunga accusing the panel of
lacking “backbone”.

The latest losses only compounded the
misery for the national side, which suffered
a humiliating ODI home series defeat
against bottom-ranked Zimbabwe and
bowed out early from the Champions
Trophy in England. 

They have also been beset by injury,
with batsman Dinesh Chandimal ruled out
of the remaining ODIs with a thumb injury
and Chamara Kapugedara also likely to
miss the matches.

Sri Lanka will play the remaining two
ODI matches against India this Thursday
and Sunday, and a one-off Twenty20 match
against the visitors on September 6. — AFP

Sri Lanka selectors 
quit amid debacles

LONDON: England women’s cricket team captain Heather Knight (C), stands with
teammates as she holds aloft the ICC Women’s World Cup Cricket trophy, as the team
arrives for a reception at 10 Downing Street in central London yesterday. England
won the final against India at Lord’s cricket ground on July 23, 2017. — AFP




