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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Qatari Ambassador
to Kuwait Hamad Bin Ali. —KUNA

Amir receives letter
from Sheikh Tamim

GCC Summit: An
event of important
resolutions
KUWAIT: The Gulf Cooperation Council’s (GCC)
Summit is seen by many as an event which comes out
with important resolutions and vital decisions.  Between
1981-2016, the GCC Summit came out with various
decisions which contributed to the development of
cooperation and security of the Gulf countries.  In Abu
Dhabi, the UAE, June 1981, the leaders of the six Gulf
countries announced the official formation of the GCC.
The leaders came out with a resolution which called for
a just solution to the Palestinian struggle against the
Israeli occupiers.  In November of 1981, the GCC
Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, agreed on an accord to
facilitate economic transactions and business amongst
the council’s members.  In Manama, Bahrain, the GCC
Summit held in 1982 agreed on the establishment of the
Gulf Investment Corporation (GIC) at the capital of
USD 2.2 billion.  The Doha, Qatar, Summit held in 1983,
the GCC leaders focused on developing relations and
coordinating efforts during the Iran-Iraq War.

In Kuwait’s summit of 1984, the summit agreed on a
draft resolution enabling Gulf citizens to acquire real-
estate in any given GCC countries.  In 1985, the Muscat
summit in Oman, the GCC leaders agreed on policies to
bolster cooperation in the agricultural, education,
industrial, environmental, and security domains.

During the Abu Dhabi Summit of 1986, leaders
approved of a resolution that allowed GCC citizens to
gain loans from banks and funds in each of the Gulf
states. The leaders also agreed on an accord to coordi-
nate military cooperation.  In the Riyadh Summit of
1987, GCC leaders agreed on a system for petroleum
loans for the Gulf countries. In 1988, the GCC Summit
in Manama allowed GCC citizens to acquire stocks in
joint shareholding companies.

Muscat’s 1989 GCC Summit focused on the recent
developments in the occupied Arab lands in Palestine
with the advent of the Intifada. The situation in
Lebanon after the Tai’f accord and the international
developments that year were also discussed during
the event.

Iraqi invasion
In 1990, the Doha Summit condemned the heinous

Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and expressed solidarity with
the Kuwaiti people against their aggressors. The sum-
mit called for the immediate withdrawal of Iraqi troops

from Kuwait. It also demanded from Iraq to respect
international accords and laws.

Kuwait’s 1991 summit saw Gulf leaders discussing
the regional status quo after the liberation of Kuwait.
The leaders called on Iraq to implement UNSC resolu-
tions regarding the release of Kuwaiti POWs and other
nationals from Iraq’s prisons. It also called on Baghdad
to implement UNSC resolutions pertinent to compen-
sations for Kuwait.  In Emirati capital Abu Dhabi in
1992, GCC leaders lauded UNSC resolution 773
regarding the Iraqi-Kuwaiti borders. They called on
Iraq to abide by the decision.  In 1993, the Riyadh
Summit discussed Iraqi regime’s selective implementa-
tion of international resolutions concerning Kuwait. The
participants stressed that Baghdad should abide by all
decisions in this regard. The GCC leaders lauded the
declaration of principles accord between Palestine and
Israel which called for a comprehensive and just peace
in the Middle East.

Manama’s 1994 GCC summit came out with a reso-
lution to reject all forms of terrorism and extremism.
The issue of the spread of weapons of mass destruction
in the Middle East and their threat was highlighted in
the Muscat Summit of 1995.

The GCC Summit in Doha in 1996 discussed cooper-
ation within the military, security, legal, and media
domains. In 1997, the GCC Summit in Kuwait issued
resolutions aimed at protecting the environment
nuclear pollutants and trash. In Abu Dhabi’s 1998 GCC
Summit, the developments of Pan Am Flight 103
Lockerbie bombing was discussed during the event.

The Riyadh Summit in 1999 focused on international
economic developments. The GCC leaders called for a
unified Gulf front in the global scene. In 2000, the GCC
leaders called for speeding the process for the estab-
lishment of a joint Gulf customs union and a unified
currency.

Muscat’s 2001 Gulf Summit approved a new eco-
nomic accord for the GCC which replaced the one in
the first summit of 1981. The meeting’s participants also
approved resolutions to speed up the formation of the
customs union and lower customs fees. In 2002, the
GCC Summit in Doha focused on program to form a
unified monetary union. The meeting expressed its sat-
isfaction over pegging GCC currencies with the US
Dollar.

The summit also touched on Iraqi regime’s threats
towards Kuwait.  Kuwait’s 2003 GCC Summit touched
on the war on Iraq, expressing solidarity with the Iraqi
people against its regime which ruled for decades. The
summit called for measures to link transportation
amongst the GCC countries.

Manama’s GCC Summit in 2004, participants called
on the UN to coordinate with the interim Iraqi govern-

ment on the issue of returning Kuwaiti properties stolen
since the invasion in 1991. During Abu Dhabi’s 2005
GCC Summit, participants agreed on a unified trade
policy for the GCC at the global scene.

Late Amir
In Riyadh’s summit of 2006, GCC leaders mourned

the late Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, saying that his death left a huge gap in
the hearts of Gulf citizens. The summit approved a GCC
system for the protection of trademarks.  In 2007, the
Doha GCC Summit expressed satisfaction for the
efforts to shape the joint Gulf market. The summit
touched on measures to regulate retail trading and
business.

The GCC Summit held in Muscat Oman in 2008
lauded the efforts to bolster relations between the
Saudis and Qataris. The world economic crunch was
also on the radar of the summit. In the extraordinary
GCC Summit, held in Riyadh in January of 2009, the
GCC leaders expressed solidarity with the Palestinians
in the Gaza Strip who were suffering from a barbaric
Israeli military assault.

In December of 2009, the GCC Summit in Kuwait
focused on bolstering educational and military cooper-
ation. In 2010, the GCC Summit in Abu Dhabi approved
a resolution which allowed GCC companies to open
branches in each respective Gulf State. The 2011 GCC
Summit in Riyadh approved a resolution to allow GCC
citizens to use their civil identification cards as an offi-
cial document to allow them to work in the public and
private sectors.

The Manama Summit in 2012 approved a draft reso-
lution to establish a unified military command for GCC
land troops, marines’ corps, and air forces.  The 2013
GCC Summit in Kuwait, the meeting approved the for-
mation of a united GCC military command. The summit
condemned the Assad regimes atrocities against the
Syrian people.

Doha’s 2014 GCC Summit called for the establish-
ment of a unified security command for the Gulf polices
forces. It also called for efforts to denounced extremism
and terror acts. The Riyadh GCC Summit in 2015 called
for a peaceful solution to the Syrian and Yemeni crises.
The meeting’s participants focused on bolstering mili-
tary cooperation among Gulf troops.

The GCC Summit in Manama Bahrain in 2016 agreed
on a unified payment system in the Gulf countries. The
summit tasked banks and financial institutes with the
nitty-gritty of the whole process. The meeting also
called for intensifying measures to combat commercial
fraud. The GCC members also touched on efforts to
establish the Gulf railway project as a measure step to
link transportation in the region and beyond. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a letter yesterday
from Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani
focusing on means to bolster bilateral relations. Qatari
Ambassador to Kuwait Hamad Bin Ali handed the letter
to His Highness the Amir. The reception was attended
by Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali
Jarrah Al-Sabah.

Sheikh Tamim will attend the 38th Gulf Cooperation
Council Summit hosted by Kuwait today, Qatar’s
Foreign Minister had stated on Sunday. Meanwhile,
Omani Deputy Prime Minister for Cabinet Affairs Fahd
bin Mahmoud Al Saeed will represent Sultan Qaboos
bin Saeed of Oman in the 38th Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) Summit.

Omani News Agency said yesterday that Al Saeed

will be accompanied by a delegation consisting of
Minister responsible for Foreign Affairs Yousef bin
Alawi bin Abdullah, Transport and Communications
Minister Dr Ahmad bin Mohammad Al-Futaisi, Minister
of Legal Affairs Dr Abdullah bin Mohammad Al-Saadi
and a number of senior officials.

Earlier yesterday, His Highness the Amir received at
Bayan Palace National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem, as well as His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.
Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received Ghanem,
Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, as well as Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Defense Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. —KUNA

GCC achievements 
in all domains 
since inception
KUWAIT: The thirty-year history of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) has witnessed great
achievements in various fields, which have reflected on
the Gulf citizens and achieved their aspirations on all
economic, political, military and security levels, and on
the regional and international arenas.  Through these
achievements, the Council has been able to form as a
strong framework for collective security and a means
to protect the achievements of its states and to address
the threats it faces and to play an effective role in
addressing of crises in the region.

On May 25, 1981, the will of the GCC leaders agreed
in their meeting in the UAE capital Abu Dhabi to a con-
sensus formula for cooperation between them which
was one of the most important objectives of achieving
coordination, integration and interdependence among
the peoples of the GCC countries in all fields.  In the
area of foreign policy, the GCC countries have agreed
to adopt unified positions on political issues based on
the principles of good neighborliness, non-interference
in internal affairs, respect for the sovereignty of each
country over its territory and resources, and the adop-
tion of the principle of peaceful dialogue as a means of
resolving disputes, a matter that has given the GCC
more credibility as a vital international organization in
this important region.

Foreign policy
One of the most prominent achievements of the Gulf

Cooperation Council in the field of foreign policy is par-
ticipation in ending the Iran-Iraq War, liberating the
State of Kuwait, supporting the unity, stability and sov-
ereignty of Iraq, supporting the issue of the three occu-
pied UAE islands, supporting the Palestinian cause, sup-
porting the unity and stability of Yemen, as well as the
situation in Lebanon and the Syrian crisis. Libyan aspi-
rations and condemnation of the persecution of Muslim
minorities in Myanmar were also a priority.

This was reflected in the strong positions taken by
the GCC in defending the interests of its members and

in confronting common threats facing the GCC states.
This was also clearly reflected in the unification of the
Gulf’s rapid decision to sever and freeze relations with
Iran in January 2016 in response to repeated Iranian
attacks or involvement in the ‘Operation Decisive
Storm’ and the ‘Operation Restoring Hope’ in March
2015 to deter the Tehran-backed Houthi expansion and
prevent sabotage by the so-called Lebanese Hezbollah.

In the field of joint military action, the first meeting
of the Chiefs of Staff of the GCC Armed Forces was
held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in 1981. It was the first to
discuss the areas of military cooperation among GCC
countries.  In November 1982, during the third session
of the Supreme Council of the GCC States, the estab-
lishment of the 5,000-man Desert Shield Force was
approved. In December 2005, the size of the force and
the quality of its armament were extended to include a
mechanized infantry battalion with its full equipment
and artillery.  The adoption by GCC countries of the
GCC Joint Defense Agreement during the Manama
Summit in December 2000 is a strategic step in the
process of military cooperation in the Gulf. This agree-
ment paved the way for the emergence of major mili-
tary cooperation structures such as the establishment
of unified defense vision, unified military command,
Gulf missile shield and bridging the capacity gap
between GCC states by establishing a joint Gulf force
for rapid intervention.  The agreement calls for
strengthening security cooperation among the GCC
states and for building trust in the defense forces and
completing them to be at the forefront of the forces
that defend the security of the Gulf states and oblige
member states to defend any country which is under
any threat.

It called for strengthening the security cooperation
between the GCC countries and establishing confi-
dence in the defense forces of the Peninsula Shield
and completing them to become the first force to
defend the security of the GCC states.  At the begin-
ning of February 2003, Kuwait submitted a request to
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) defense minis-
ters to deploy units of the Peninsula shield on its terri-
tory in anticipation of any repercussions that could
result from the United States directing a possible
strike against Iraq.

The GCC countries also affirmed their full support
for the Kingdom of Bahrain on the political, economic,
security and defense spheres as a result of the events
that took place during the months of February and

March 2011 in order to maintain integrated collective
security.

Due to the unfortunate events witnessed by the
Kingdom of Bahrain, the Kingdom, as a member state
of the GCC, requested the activation of the joint
defense agreement and the GCC countries responded
by sending the forces of Peninsula Shield in March
2011, which played a major role in confronting the
attempts of chaos and sabotage and the return of
security and stability.

In March 2015, the Operation Decisive Storm came
to represent a shift in the Gulf’s dealings with external
threats based on decisive intervention. The failure of
the GCC states in putting and to violations carried out
by the Houthis and their failure to implement the Gulf
initiative and the outcome of the national dialogue
would cause serious repercussions on security of the
GCC region.  The Operation Restoring Hope then came
to ease the suffering of the Yemeni people and to begin
reconstruction.

Security domain
On the security domain, the meeting of GCC interior

ministers in Riyadh in 1982 was considered a kick start
for launching coordination and cooperation in the
security sphere and formed as an integrated security
strategy on the path of confronting terrorism. In 2003,
the GCC strategy on combating terrorism was
endorsed. In 2008, member states signed an agree-
ment on ways of combating terrorism. They also signed
an agreement on enhancing and modernizing the inte-
grated GCC strategy.  In the media domain, the GCC
has been able to reach numerous achievements in the
foreign media, tv and radio programs and in the news
agencies.

In the economic sphere, the bylaw of the establish-
ment of the GCC formed as the first reference towards
achieving an economic integration among the GCC
states starting with the unified economic agreement in
2001, monetary union, unified currency, efforts of
achieving the unified customs union and the establish-
ment of a unified GCC market. The GCC states have
also coordinated efforts in the fields of Zakat (Alms
giving), audit bureaus and other joint action in the
fields of judiciaries and legal work. The GCC member
states also have strong belief in the cooperation in
the fields of energy, electricity and water, industry,
planning, transport, communications, statistics and
developments. —KUNA

A history written
by contributions
of departed icons
KUWAIT: Since the inception of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) in 1981, one cannot
overlook the historic and deep impact of great
leaders who were able to transform a dream into a
reality in spite of great challenges in their path.
Their efforts led to the formation of a leading
regional bloc with an authentic identity, carrying
the ambitions and aspirations of this region’s peo-
ple.  History will remember, with much pride, the
leaders of the six brotherly nations who worked
tirelessly to form the bloc until it reached its
esteemed position on the regional and global map.

Their labours and contributions have survived
the test of time long after their passing.  These fig-
ures include the late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and his companion the late Amir
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdallah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, the
late UAE President Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al-
Nahyan, Saudi Arabia’s late King Fahad bin
Abdulaziz Al-Saud and after him the late King
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, the late Amir of
Bahrain (an emirate at the time) Issa bin Salman Al-
Khalifa and the late Emir of Qatar Sheikh Khalifa
bin Hamad Al-Thani. The seeds for the formation of
the GCC were planted by Sheikh Jaber and UAE
President Zayed in 1976 which was followed by
tour carried out by Kuwait’s Sheikh Saad to several
GCC countries in 1980.

The late Saudi King Khaled bin Abdulaziz Al-
Saud and his successor King Fahad also played a
part in supporting the idea of the GCC’s formation.
King Khaled and then Crown Prince King Fahad
stood side by side during the first two GCC
Summits. King Fahad himself represented the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the third Summit in
Manama 1982, continuing the Saudi strong leader-
ship and support.  The strength of the GCC as an
entity was clearly seen during Doha’s GCC Summit
in 1990. The strong stance by King Fahad against
the Iraqi aggression and invasion of Kuwait that
year reflected the crucial role played by the council
in strengthening the relations and security amongst
all member states. —KUNA

GCC’s Secretary
General: Position of
great importance
KUWAIT: Five Secretaries
General have led the Gulf
Cooperative Council (GCC)
since its inception in 1981.
The GCC Secretary
General is an important
position that helps to coor-
dinate efforts amongst lead-
ers of the Gulf countries. 

The first GCC Secretary
General was Kuwait’s
Abdullah Yaqoub Bshara
who was born in 1936. The
Kuwaiti official received
education in Egypt and the
UK between 1959 and
1962. Bshara obtained his
MA in diplomacy and foreign relations while studying
in the US in 1973. Bshara was the non-permanent
Kuwaiti delegate to the UN from 1971 until 1981. He
was chosen as GCC Secretary General in 1981 and con-
tinued to hold the position until 1993.

UAE’s Fahem bin Sultan Al-Qasmi, born in 1948,
held the position from 1993 until 1995. He was the
UAE’s Permanent delegate to the UN headquarters in
Geneva between 1977 and 1980 and also held the
same position at the UN headquarters in New York
from 1980 until 1984.

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia’s Jamil Ibrahim Hejailan,
born in 1926, was the first Saudi Ambassador to the
State of Kuwait. Held several ministerial and diplomatic
positions in Saudi Arabia. He led the GCC as Secretary
General from 1995 until 2002.

Hejailan was followed by Qatar’s Abdul Rahman bin
Hamad Al-Atiyyah, born in 1950, who held several key
positions in the Qatari Foreign Ministry before leading
the GCC Secretary General position between 2002
until 2011.  Since 2011, Bahrain’s Abdullatif bin Rashid
Al-Zayani held the Secretary General position. Zayani,
born in 1954, attained several positions in the Bahraini
military and retired as a lieutenant general. —KUNA

GCC Secretary General 
Dr Abdullatif Al-Zayani


