
L o c a l Tuesday, December 5, 2017

5Established 1961 

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: MP Abdulkareem Al-Kandari announced
that a number of his colleagues met at MP Waleed Al-
Tabtabaei’s office and decided to visit today MPs
Tabtabaei and Jamaan
Al-Harbash, as well as a
number of cit izens
detained at the central
prison. “We hope to
turn a new leaf and
focus more on the best
interests of Kuwait dur-
ing such critical circum-
stances,” he added,
expressing hope that
next Sunday’s parlia-
mentary session will be
held with a new Cabinet
in office to help main-
tain domestic solidarity. 

MPs Mohammed Al-Dallal, Khaled Al-Otaibi,
Osama Al-Shaheen, Kandari, Mubarak Al-Hajraf, Al-
Humaidi Al-Subaei, Nayef Al-Merdas, Omar Al-
Tabtabaei, Mohammed Hayef, Majed Al-Mutairi,

Thamer Al-Suwait, Mohammed Al-Huwailah, Abdullah
Fahhad, Abdulwahab Al-Babtain and Ali Al-Deqbasi
attended the meeting at Tabtabaei’s office, and they
agreed to request a meeting with HH the Amir and
plead for an amnesty. 

Business cities
A number of lawmak-

ers plan to make a pro-
posal to the government
requesting building six
‘business cities’ includ-
ing integrated commer-
cial  complexes to be
distributed to entrepre-
neurs in various gover-
norates. Informed
sources said each city
should at least comprise
2,000 units to be dis-

tributed to entrepreneurs and new graduates for
nominal fees in order to help the youth start their own
businesses. The sources added that the Kuwait
national fund for small and medium enterprises devel-
opment is currently preparing a special accounting

system to be used by entrepreneurs with the aim of
enhancing control and reducing risks. 

Oil sector
Minister of Oil and Minister of Electricity and

Water Essam Al-Marzouq said the total number of
citizens working in Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) and its subsidiaries is 18,436, including 150 at

Kuwait Petroleum International Company (Q8) and
8,375 in Kuwait Oil Company (KOC). Marzouq added
that the total number of non-Kuwaitis working in the
oil sector is 3,107. Responding to a question about
cases filed by KPC and its subsidiaries against public
fund violators over the past 10 years, Marzouq said
nine cases had been filed by KOC and 13 by Kuwait
National Petroleum Company (KNPC). 

Advisors’ salaries
Minister of Justice and Minister of State for

National Assembly Affairs Faleh Al-Azb said a parlia-
mentary inquiry is one of lawmakers’ constitutional
rights, but remarked that such a right is not an
absolute one. Responding to an inquiry about advi-
sors working in his office, Azab stressed that he can-
not reveal information about employees and advisors’
financial affairs, as according to the constitutional
court’s explanation number 3/2004, a parliamentary
inquiry is not absolute and is limited by individuals’
constitutional and personal freedoms and rights. Azb
added that he has four Egyptian advisors working in
his office, and they had been appointed by the
Central Service Commission (CSC) after reviewing
their CVs. 
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Tourism in
Kuwait vital,
promising sector
KUWAIT: Kuwait seeks to develop its tourism sector as
an important economic resource based on its promising
development plan ‘New Kuwait 2035,’ supported by its
geographical location, and driven by His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s
vision to transform the country into a commercial and
financial center.

Kuwait is working to develop sustainable tourism and
promoting investment in this vital sector, which is based
on a number of strong foundations.  When talking about
tourism in Kuwait, entertainment and shopping pops out,
with lots of places near the coastal area such Souq Al-
Mubarakiya, Marina Mall and Scientific Center, as well as
the Grand Mosque; the largest in Kuwait, and an array of
restaurants and hotels along the coast.

The tourism sector in Kuwait started one year after the
declaration of independence, where The Kuwait Hotels
Company was established in 1962 and joined the World
Tourism Organization the following year. Kuwait then
accelerated the establishment of infrastructure for tourism
projects, including Kuwait International Airport, advanced
road networks, sports clubs, theaters, cinemas, parks and
chalets. In the 1970s, a clear interest in local tourism
emerged, especially after the establishment of the
Department of Tourism within the Ministry of Information,
where it formed an annual committee for tourism that held
events and entertaining programs for families, in addition
to meetings, seminars, tournaments and various exhibi-
tions in that period.

During the 1980s and 1990s, the country focused on
enhancing the security and economic conditions, which
led to a decrease in interest in tourism, until such interest
reemerged in 2002 with the establishment of the tourism
sector in the Ministry of Information.

Since the establishment of Touristic Enterprises

Company in 1976, the company has been a strong sup-
porter of this sector and responsible for tourist sites in the
country.  The hotels sector in Kuwait has grown signifi-
cantly with the establishment of a series of new projects
that added value to existing hotels.

In recent years, Kuwait has been keen to provide more
support to the tourism sector as one of the economic sec-
tors that provide jobs for national employment and its
importance in promoting Kuwaiti identity.

Kuwait relies on tourism as an investment in order to
reduce unemployment rates, diversify sources of national
income and reduce dependency on oil.  Kuwait’s long-
term tourism growth strategy has been buoyed by the
number of passengers flying through the airport to more
than 10 million passengers a year, in line with the coun-
try’s plans to develop and expand its transport infrastruc-
ture.  These plans include the expansion of Kuwait
International Airport (Terminal 2) to increase the capacity
of the airport to accommodate 25 million passengers, as

well as other projects, such as the Kuwait Expressway and
the railway network, all of which are included in the
Kuwait 2035 plan.

Based on these data, the World Tourism Organization
confirmed in 2015 that Kuwait is fully ready to be an
important tourist destination in the region because of the
fundamentals that are suitable for the establishment of
sustainable tourism.  The organization expected that
Kuwait would achieve an advanced position in the region
in the coming years due to the list of activities and tourism
services that it owns, including hotels, restaurants, trans-
portation, leisure facilities, economic, medical and scien-
tific centers.

According to government estimates, the tourism sector
is expected to provide more than 90,000 jobs for young
people until 2035. The total contribution to tourism in the
short-term GDP will be about two percent, with the pos-
sibility of raising it to four percent through developing the
sector that will attract foreign investment. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center is pictured during a cloudy day. —KUNA

1,353 arrested
in security
campaigns
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: As part of their law enforcement efforts,
security directorates conducted several inspection
campaigns that resulted in arresting 300 people want-
ed for criminal and civil claims, in addition to 950 peo-
ple in violation of residency laws and not carrying IDs.
Another 103 were arrested over drugs and liquor-
related cases. The campaigns were carried out under
the supervision of the Interior Ministry’s acting assis-
tant undersecretary for general security Maj Gen
Ibrahim Al-Tarrah.

France chooses
Kuwaiti Commander
as ‘Defense Figure’
PARIS: France announced
choosing Kuwaiti Commander
Sheikh Mubarak Ali Al-Sabah
as the ‘Defense Figure’ of 2017
in recognition of his contribu-
tion to the development of
security and defense servic-
es.  French defense ministry
organized a special event on
this occasion earlier yester-
day that will continue for
five days, in which Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Sabah will hold
talks on a number of securi-
ty and strategic issues with
French military officials. He
will discuss bilateral issues related to security, war against
terror, and radicalism among other topics. —KUNA
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KRCS eager to share
experience with
int’l bodies: Official

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) is
eager to share experience with international organiza-
tions, mainly the World Bank.  KRCS aims to benefit
from the bank’s experience in preparing statistics and
surveys, learn of the humanitarian conditions around
the world and develop database for donors’ informa-
tion, KRCS Deputy Chairman Anwar Al-Hasawi said
yesterday after his meeting with the World Bank’s
Director Firas Raad. He noted that the society is fol-
lowing a plan to develop its performance and efforts
around the world. Hasawi also stressed the importance
of boosting the work of international organizations in
the field of rescue operations, crisis management and
health. —KUNA

KUWAIT: KRCS Deputy Chairman Anwar Al-
Hasawi meets with the Word Bank’s Director
Firas Raad. —KUNA


