
DUBAI: Bahrain’s leading Shiite
cleric Sheikh Isa Qassim, a central
opposition figure, has been admit-
ted to hospital in critical condition,
his family and a rights group said
yesterday. Sheikh Qassim, in his late
70s, is a spearhead of Bahrain’s
opposition movement demanding
an elected government in the king-
dom, which has been ruled for more
than two centuries by the Al-
Khalifa dynasty. Qassim was
stripped of his citizenship in 2016
on charges that include “serving

foreign interests”, an allusion to
Shiite-ruled Iran. He has been under
de facto house arrest ever since.

Nedal Al-Salman, acting presi-
dent of the Bahrain Center for
Human Rights, and a relative of
Qassim who requested anonymity
both confirmed Qassim was in criti-
cal condition. Authorities allowed
his family to transport him to a hos-
pital of their choosing after they
declined state-sanctioned medical
care. The cleric’s ailing health has
for weeks been a point of con-
tention between authorities and the
Qassim family, who had refused the
government’s offer to transfer him
to hospital over fears he may be
detained and deported should he
leave his residence. While his family
has not made public the details of
his condition, rights groups say he

has high blood pressure, diabetes
and heart disease. —AFP 
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“Praise God!” and “Hey Ali Affash!” (another name for
Saleh) they were shouting. 

Saleh’s political party, the General People’s Congress, con-
firmed the death of the 75-year-old, blaming the rebels. “He
was martyred in the defense of the republic,” said Faiqa Al-
Sayyid, a party leader. Sayyid said Saleh and other top party
officials had come under Houthi gunfire as they fled Sanaa. His
death was confirmed by Saleh’s nephew and former chief of
Yemen’s security forces, Yahya Mohammed Abdullah Saleh,
who hailed him as a martyr on his official Facebook page. A
military source said the Houthis stopped their four-car convoy
about 40 km south of Sanaa and shot dead Saleh and two
other senior GPC officials.

The collapse of the alliance between Saleh and the rebels
saw at least 100 people reported dead in fighting, accusa-
tions of betrayal and the former leader reaching out to the
Saudi-led coalition. The fighting continued yesterday, with
reports of heavy clashes and coalition strikes against Houthi-
controlled government buildings and around Sanaa
International Airport. The government, which has operated
out of southern city Aden since being ousted from the capital,
ordered an offensive to advance on Sanaa. “The president has
ordered Vice President Ali Mohsen Al-Ahmar, who is in Marib
(east of Sanaa), to activate military units and advance towards
the capital,” a presidency official told AFP, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity. Military and government sources said the
army would advance on Sanaa from the east and northeast,

with at least seven battalions ordered to move forward.
The government also reached out to Saleh’s supporters

with an offer of amnesty. “The president will soon announce a
general amnesty for all those who collaborated with the
Houthis in recent months and who have retracted that alle-
giance,” said Prime Minister Ahmad Obaid bin Daghr.

The Saleh-Houthi alliance had been fraught since its incep-
tion in 2014, when the two ended decades of enmity and joined
ranks to capture Sanaa from Hadi’s government. Saudi Arabia,
accusing Iran of backing the rebels, intervened in the Yemen
war on behalf of the government the following year. Saleh on
Saturday announced he was open to talks with Saudi Arabia
and its allies on condition they ended their crippling blockade
of Yemen’s ports and airports.

That dealt a serious blow to his already fragile alliance
with rebel chief Abdul Malik Al-Houthi. In a televised speech
yesterday, Houthi made no mention of Saleh’s death but
expressed his satisfaction at the day’s events. 

“Today marked the failure of the conspiracy and treason, a
black day for the forces of aggression,” he said on Al-
Masirah. Houthi media and political sources also reported
that the Houthis also advanced toward Saleh’s birthplace in a
village outside Sanaa where he maintained a fortified palace.

The fresh violence has increased fears for civilian victims
of Yemen’s war, which has claimed more than 8,750 lives
since the Saudi-led coalition intervened. The conflict has
pushed Yemen to the brink of mass starvation and triggered
what the United Nations has called the world’s worst humani-
tarian crisis. International aid groups warned yesterday they
were losing the ability to reach civilians in Sanaa.
“Ambulances and medical teams can’t access injured, people
can’t buy food and other supplies,” UNICEF’s Rajat Madhok
said on Twitter. “Aid workers can’t travel and implement criti-
cal life-saving programs. This latest violence couldn’t come at
a worse time.” — Agencies  
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liberation of Kuwait in 1991 was one of the many
instances that proved the strength of the regional body
against aggressors. The Kuwaiti foreign minister hoped
that the current summit will meet the aspirations and
dreams of the people in the region and would continue
the GCC’s strong stride towards a bright future. 

GCC Secretary General Abdullatif Al-Zayani said
strategic ties linking the members of the GCC must
continue to address current and future challenges.
Zayani thanked the Kuwaiti leadership for hosting the
grand event, which he hoped will  continue the suc-
cess story of the council. HH the Amir’s strong support
to the GCC’s stability, security and cooperation is a
clear example of
Kuwaiti generosity
and supportive
stance, said Zayani.

Zayani congratu-
lated Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled for host-
ing the ministerial
meeting, indicating
that it will be one
the main reasons for
the success of the
summit. Zayani also
thanked Bahrain for
hosting the previous
summit in Manama.
The secretary gen-
eral thanked the
council’s top consul-
tative authorities
and the secretariat
for contributing to
the ministerial meet-
ing, saying that the
GCC leaders will
look into decisions
which will come in
favor of the devel-
opment of Gulf countries. The GCC Summit is very cru-
cial under the current circumstances, said Zayani, who
affirmed that Gulf leaders were up to the task at hand. 

Omani Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Yussef bin
Alawi sat between Qatar’s Foreign Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani and his Saudi
counterpart Adel Al-Jubeir. The meeting was also
attended by UAE state minister for foreign affairs Anwar
Gargash and Bahrain’s assistant foreign minister
Abdullah Al-Dossari. The Qatari foreign minister left
immediately after the meeting, as the rest of the minis-
ters headed for a lunch banquet. None of the ministers
agreed to give any statement to the press.

Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani will
be at the summit today, but less than 24 hours before it

was due to begin it was still unclear whether the rulers
of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain
would also attend. Those three Gulf states, together with
Egypt, cut all ties with Qatar on June 5, accusing the
gas-rich emirate of supporting extremists and of being
too close to Iran, Riyadh’s arch-rival. Qatar denies the
allegations.

Mediation efforts led by Kuwait have failed to
resolve what is the worst crisis to hit the GCC in its 36-
year history, casting serious doubts over the future of
the six-state alliance. As Kuwait readied to host the
two-day GCC summit, analysts said its efforts to bring
about a peaceful end to the crisis may be at a complete
standstill. “The crisis is too deep and very complicated...
I don’t think it will be resolved during the summit,” said
independent Kuwaiti political analyst Saleh Al-Saeedi.
“But I think Kuwait hopes to at least freeze the dispute,
stop its deterioration and move on to the next step.”

Founded in 1981, the GCC is a political and economic
union grouping Qatar with Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates as well as Oman and Kuwait.
Qatar has accused the Saudi-led Arab bloc of aiming to

incite a change of
regime in Doha.
Besides the Qatari
emir, it is still unclear
who will attend. Oman
has said it will be
sending a senior offi-
cial to represent its
ruler Sultan Qaboos,
who traditionally stays
away from summits.
The other GCC states
have yet to announce
who they would be
sending, although
some Kuwaiti media
have reported Saudi
King Salman may
attend.

After cutting off all
ties with Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and its allies
imposed a land, sea
and air blockade of
the emirate and issued
a list of 13 demands to
have it lifted. Bahrain

in October openly called for Qatar’s membership of the
GCC to be suspended until it accepted the demands.
Experts warn that the crisis could lead to the demise of
the once-powerful GCC. “The justifications for the
existence of the GCC bloc amidst the continued crisis
are no longer present like before,” said Sami Al-Faraj,
head of the Kuwait Center for Strategic Studies. “As
long as our enemy has changed from Iran to Qatar, the
GCC will not continue.”

The failure of the GCC members to solidify long-
delayed plans for economic unity may also threaten its
future. The Gulf states have approved a customs
union, a common market, a single currency and a sin-
gle central bank but most of these have yet to be
properly implemented.
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(Age of Downfall, 1981). He was also adored for his role
opposite Bollywood veteran Amitabh Bachchan in the hit
movie “Deewaar” (The Wall, 1975) in which he delivered
one of Hindi cinema’s most famous lines - ‘Mere paas maa
hai’ (I have mother).

Tributes poured in from the world of Indian cinema and
politics following news of Kapoor’s death. “Shashi uncle
was not only a great star and a passionate filmmaker, but
also a wonderful human being. His work has always given
Indian audiences great joy,” Bollywood superstar Aamir
Khan said in a statement posted on Twitter. Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi tweeted that he was “saddened”
by Kapoor’s death. “His brilliant acting will be remem-
bered by generations to come”,” wrote Modi.

Kapoor was born in the eastern Indian city of Kolkata
in 1938, the youngest of Prithviraj’s three children. He

began his career early, assisting in his father’s travelling
theatre company and appearing on stage in a production
of “Shakuntala”, a classic Hindu love story, at the age of
six. His Bollywood career also began in childhood and he
grew into a matinee idol after debuting as a leading man in
“Dharmputra” in 1961. He enjoyed a thriving onscreen
relationship with Bachchan. As well as “Deewaar”, they
appeared together in “Trishul” (Trident, 1978) and
“Suhaag” (Husband, 1979).

Thanks to his youthful looks Kapoor often played
Bachchan’s younger brother, despite being five years older
than him. Kapoor was among the first Indian actors to
work abroad, with roles in Merchant Ivory films such as
“The Householder” (1963), “Heat and Dust” (1983) and
“Shakespeare Wallah” (1965). In 1958, Kapoor married
English actress Jennifer Kendal. They had three children
together. Kendal died of cancer aged just 51 in 1984.

The couple were keen patrons of the arts and in 1978
established the Prithvi Theatre in Mumbai which is today
one of the city’s most popular theatres. Kapoor won numer-
ous acting prizes and in 2011 was honored with the Padma
Bhushan, one of India’s highest civilian awards. Shashi’s eld-
est brother Raj Kapoor, who died in 1988, was also a
famous Hindi cinema actor and father to Randhir. — AFP 
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SANAA: Houthi fighters guard a street leading to the residence of former Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh
yesterday. — AP 
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