
SEATTLE: Russell Wilson threw three touchdown
passes, the last a 15-yard strike to J.D. McKissic with
7:29 left, and the Seattle Seahawks stayed in the NFC
playoff hunt with a 24-10 victory over the Philadelphia
Eagles on Sunday night. Seattle (8-4) snapped
Philadelphia’s nine-game winning streak thanks largely
to another masterful performance by its quarterback.
Wilson was 20 of 31 for 227 and threw touchdowns of
11 yards to Jimmy Graham, 1-yard to Tyler Lockett and
the TD to McKissic after the Eagles had trimmed the
lead to seven. Philadelphia (10-2) was the highest-scor-
ing team in the NFL averaging 31.9 points per game.
But the Eagles got just 10 points out of seven drives
that at some point reached Seattle territory.

VIKINGS 14, FALCONS 9
Case Keenum threw a pair of touchdown passes, and

Minnesota extended its winning streak to eight straight
games, keeping Atlanta out of the end zone. Keenum,
who was 25 of 30 for 227 yards, hooked up with Jerick
McKinnon on a 2-yard scoring play in the second quar-
ter, and went to Kyle Rudolph for a 6-yard TD on the
first play of the fourth quarter, capping an 89-yard
drive that consumed more than eight minutes.
Minnesota (10-2) turned in a stellar defensive effort
against a Falcons team that led the league in scoring a
year ago and seemed to be finding its stride during a
three-game winning streak, averaging nearly 32 points.
While Minnesota remained far ahead in the NFC North,
the Falcons’ fell further behind in the NFC South and
could be damaged in the wild-card race.

PATRIOTS 23, BILLS 3
Rex Burkhead scored twice and the Patriots won

their eighth straight in an AFC East showdown over-
shadowed by injuries and cheap shots. Bills starting
quarterback Tyrod Taylor had a towel draped over his
head while being carted off the sideline with a left knee
injury early in the fourth
quarter. Patriots tight end
Rob Gronkowski, meanwhile,
was accused of making a
dirty hit after pile-driving
shoulder-first into the back
of the head of Bills corner-
back Tre’Davious White, who
was laying on the field after
making an interception with
4:50 remaining. White was
dazed as he got up and was
immediately escorted to the
locker room to be evaluated for a concussion. 

SAINTS 31, PANTHERS 21
Rookie sensation Alvin Kamara scored two tackle-

shedding touchdowns, and New Orleans took advan-
tage of a pair of Carolina special teams gaffes as the
Saints reclaimed sole possession of first place in the
NFC South. Mark Ingram rushed for 85 yards and a
touchdown for the Saints (9-3), who own the head-to-
head tiebreaker over Carolina (8-4) with four games
to go. Drew Brees passed for 269 yards, including a
10-yard TD to Michael Thomas a few plays after a
botched Panthers punt gave New Orleans the ball on
the Carolina 31. In the fourth quarter, a fumble by
Panthers punt returner Kaelin Clay near midfield set
up Wil Lutz’s 31-yard field goal to give New Orleans a
31-14 lead.

CHARGERS 19, BROWNS 10
Philip Rivers passed for 344 yards and hit Keenan

Allen for a touchdown, and the surging Chargers moved

into a tie for first place in the AFC West with a victory
over the winless Browns. Allen had 10 catches for 105
yards in his third straight big game for the Chargers (6-
6), who have won six of eight to pull even with Oakland
and slumping Kansas City atop the division with four
games to go. New kicker Travis Coons hit four field
goals as the Chargers grinded out a win over the
Browns (0-12), whose only victory in their previous 30
games was a 20-17 win over the then-San Diego
Chargers on Christmas Eve last season. Cleveland
trailed 19-7 entering the fourth quarter, and Zane
Gonzalez hit an early field goal before the Browns
mounted a long drive. 

RAIDERS 24, GIANTS 17
Oakland’s Marshawn Lynch had a 51-yard touch-

down run and got his first 100-yard rushing game since
coming out of retirement, in New York’s first game
without Eli Manning starting in 13 years. Oakland (6-6)
overcame the absences of starting receivers Michael
Crabtree (suspension) and Amari Cooper (injury) to
win consecutive games for the first time since the
opening two games of the season. The Raiders moved
into a three-way tie for first place in the AFC West with
Kansas City and the Chargers. Geno Smith lost two
fumbles before throwing a touchdown pass in the
fourth quarter to Evan Engram for the Giants (2-10),
while Manning spent the day on the sideline watching.

RAMS 32, CARDINALS 16
Jared Goff passed for two touchdowns, Los Angeles

took advantage of two early interceptions thrown by
Blaine Gabbert, and the Rams solidified their grip on
first place in the NFC West. The Rams (9-3) won for the
sixth time in seven games to clinch their first winning
season since 2003 when they were in St. Louis. They
took the season series with the Cardinals for only the
second time in the last 14 years and first since 2012. The

Rams had routed the
Cardinals in London 33-0 on
Oct. 22 and were in the lead
almost from the start of this
one. Gabbert’s interceptions
helped Los Angeles score 16
early points, including Alec
Ogletree’s 41-yard intercep-
tion return for a touchdown,
and the Rams led the rest of
the way.

JETS 38, CHIEFS 31
Josh McCown scored on a 1-yard quarterback

sneak with 2:15 left, and the Jets bounced back from a
brutal start for a wild and wacky win over the spiraling
Chiefs. Chandler Catanzaro kicked a 21-yard field goal
to put the Jets (5-7) ahead with 3:55 left. But Kansas
City’s Bennie Logan was called for a personal foul for
hitting long snapper Thomas Hennessy on the play.
That gave the Jets the ball at the 1 with a new set of
downs. After two running plays, McCown threw
incomplete - but Steven Nelson was penalized for
defensive holding, making it first-and-goal from the 2.
Three plays later, McCown kept the ball and shoved
his way into the end zone.

PACKERS 26, BUCCANEERS 20, OT
Aaron Jones’ 20-yard touchdown run on his only

carry, with 5:59 left in overtime, won it. With the pass-
ing game struggling, Green Bay (6-6) wore down the
Buccaneers on the ground. Brett Hundley had runs of 18
and 7 yards on the drive to start overtime. The Packers
grinded out a win to stay in the playoff race, though

they trail NFC North leader Minnesota by four games.
They hope to get starting quarterback Aaron Rodgers
back from a collarbone injury in a couple weeks. Jameis
Winston threw two touchdown passes to Cameron
Brate in the quarterback’s shaky return from a shoulder
injury. But the defense couldn’t hold up in overtime for
the last-place Buccaneers (4-8).

TITANS 24, TEXANS 13
LeShaun Sims intercepted a pass intended for

DeAndre Hopkins in the end zone with 1:02 left, and
then stayed atop the AFC South. Marcus Mariota also
ran for a touchdown and threw for another, but the
Titans needed the interception to preserve the win with
Tom Savage throwing for a career-high 365 yards
despite the Texans losing four offensive players to
injuries during the game. The Titans (8-4) won their
second straight and sixth of their past seven. They
improved to 4-1 in the AFC South to stay ahead of
Jacksonville, a winner over Indianapolis.Tennessee did-
n’t look ready to take advantage of a chance for a little
payback against Houston for the 57-14 beat-down the
Texans put on them Oct. 1 when Deshaun Watson and
J.J. Watt were healthy. The Titans even fell behind 10-0
before rallying to tie at halftime.

RAVENS 44, LIONS 20
Joe Flacco threw for 269 yards and two touchdowns,

and the Ravens survived a strong comeback bid by
Matthew Stafford and the Lions. After relying heavily
on their opportunistic defense for much of the season,
the Ravens (7-5) finally received an ample contribution
from the league’s 31st-ranked offense. Flacco helped
Baltimore take a 20-0 halftime lead and directed three
scoring drives in the fourth quarter to keep the Ravens
in front. Flacco completed 23 of 36 passes while guid-
ing an offense that did not commit a turnover. Stafford
completed a team-record 20 straight passes in the sec-
ond half, twice getting the  Lions within a touchdown.
But Detroit (6-6) lost a second straight following a
three-game winning streak.

JAGUARS 30, COLTS 10
Blake Bortles threw two touchdown passes, Leonard

Fournette scored for the first time in six weeks and the
Jaguars swept the series for the second time since they
joined the AFC South in 2002. The Jaguars (8-4)
bounced back from a last-second loss at Arizona,
reached eight wins for the first time since 2010, and
remained in the thick of the playoff picture. Bortles,
Fournette and some more trickery had a lot to do with
the latest victory. Bortles completed 26 of 35 passes for
309 yards, with TD passes to Marqise Lee and Keelan
Cole. Fournette found little room for the third time in
the past four games. He finished with 57 yards  on 20
carries and limped off the field with an ankle injury late
in the third quarter, but re-entered the game. 

DOLPHINS 35, BRONCOS 9
Xavien Howard’s 30-yard interception return for a

touchdown highlighted a dominating defensive effort by
the Dolphins, and they snapped a five-game losing
streak. The Broncos (3-9) lost their eighth in a row.
Miami (5-7) scored two safeties in a game for the first
time in franchise history and held Denver to 1 for 13 on
third-down conversions. Trevor Siemian, the Broncos’
third starting quarterback in as many weeks, went 20
for 42 for 219 yards with three interceptions. Kenyan
Drake rushed for 120 yards for Miami on 23 carries,
both career highs. He scored on a 42-yard touchdown
run - only the Dolphins’ second rush for a TD this year.

49ERS 15, BEARS 14
Robbie Gould kicked a 24-yard field goal in the

closing seconds and Jimmy Garoppolo threw for 293
yards in his first San Francisco start. Gould made five
field goals in his first appearance at Soldier Field since
Chicago cut him prior to the 2016 opener. The Bears’
all-time leader in points and field goals made, he shout-
ed at their sideline after he nailed the winner.
Garoppolo was solid in his first start since the 49ers (2-
10) acquired him from New England before the trade
deadline in October. The suburban Chicago product
completed 26 of 37 passes with an interception.—AP
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SEATTLE: Seattle Seahawks’ Paul Richardson, left, has his helmet pulled back as Philadelphia Eagles’
Ronald Darby makes contact on a pass attempt to Richardson during the second half of an NFL football
game, in Seattle. — AP
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LOS ANGELES: James Harden scored 36
points and handed out nine assists, and
the Houston Rockets won their sixth con-
secutive road game with a 118-95 victory
against the Los Angeles Lakers on
Sunday. Houston has won all six road
games in the streak by at least 15 points,
setting an NBA record. Eric Gordon
scored 22 points off the bench and Chris
Paul finished with 21 points and six assists
for the Rockets. Kyle Kuzma had 22 points
and 12 rebounds off the bench to lead the
Lakers, while Brandon Ingram had 18
points and nine rebounds.

Warriors 123, Heat 95
Stephen Curry scored 30 points to

lead Golden State to a win over Miami.
The Warriors, who are 3-0 on their cur-
rent road trip, also got 24 points from
Kevin Durant and 19 from Klay Thompson.
Curry, who scored 16 points in the first
quarter, made 11 of 16 shots from the floor,
including 5 of 9 on 3-pointers. The Heat
were led by point guard Goran Dragic,
who broke a slump with 20 points on 7-
for-10 shooting. In his three previous
games, Dragic failed to score in double
figures, averaging 6.7 points on 30 per-
cent shooting.

Thunder 90, Spurs 87
Russell Westbrook had his seventh

triple-double of the season, leading
Oklahoma past a San Antonio team

depleted by injuries and other absences.
Russell  f inished with 22 points, 10
rebounds and 10 assists but committed
seven turnovers. Steven Adams added 19
points and 10 boards for the Thunder.
Dejounte Murray led the Spurs with 17
points and 11 rebounds. Davis Bertans
added 16 points and five blocks. Already
without All-Star forward Kawhi Leonard,
the Spurs sat forwards LaMarcus
Aldridge and Rudy Gay, and guards Tony
Parker and Manu Ginobili.

Timberwolves 112, Clippers 106
Jimmy Butler scored a season-high 33

points, including 20 in the fourth quarter,
as Minnesota recovered and held on to
beat Los Angeles. Karl-Anthony Towns
had his league-leading 19th double-dou-
ble with 15 points and 12 rebounds and Taj
Gibson added 20 points and 11 rebounds
for Minnesota, which surrendered the lead
in the fourth before Butler came to the
rescue. Austin Rivers scored 30 points,
tying a career best with seven 3-pointers,
for the shorthanded Clippers. DeAndre
Jordan had 17 points and 12 rebounds for
Los Angeles, which is without four injured
starters in Blake Griffin, Patrick Beverley,
Danilo Gallinari and Milos Teodosic.

Magic 105, Knicks 101
Nikola Vucevic scored 34 points and

Orlando grabbed an early 17-point lead
en route to just its second win in the last
12 games. Evan Fournier had 20 and
Jonathan Simmons added 16 as all five
Magic starters scored in double figures.
Orlando’s starting lineup accounted for 95
of the team’s 105 points. Minus Kristaps
Porzingis and Tim Hardaway Jr., their top
two scorers, the Knicks turned to Michael
Beasley, who had 21 points. Courtney Lee
had 19 points and Enes Kanter totaled 18
points and 16 rebounds to lead New York.
— Reuters

Rockets roll to 
7th straight
with win over
LakersAMMAN: Eleven-year-old Syrian refugee

Raghda Hasriyeh whacks a ball against the wall
of a squash court as she practices in front of her
parents in the Jordanian capital of Amman.

Along with a group of other young girls dis-
placed by the war in their homeland she has
been playing the sport for almost a year thanks
to a US charity-and now she dreams of taking
on all-comers.

“I love this sport. I train almost every day,”
Raghda said. “I hope that I can travel around the
whole world and take part in Arab champi-
onships and international ones.” Since the con-
flict in Syria broke out in 2011 the UN estimates
more than 330,000 children have been among
the waves of people who fled across the border
into Jordan. Five years ago Raghda and her fam-
ily escaped the bombs and bullets in their bat-
tered hometown of Homs before gradually mak-
ing their way to safety in the kingdom.

“God alone knows what would have hap-
pened to my five children and I if I had not
decided to flee my country,” said Raghda’s
father Nizar Hasriyeh. Life for the family in
Jordan has been difficult and they had to move
out of a crowded camp to the outskirts of
Amman. And in those conditions, squash has
proved a godsend for the children.

“I don’t understand anything about this sport
but I am so happy to see my three daughters
playing squash. I hope to see them become
world champions one day,” Nizar said.

With its costly racquets and purpose-built
courts, squash might not seem an obvious
choice for children displaced from Syria. But
while the game has never been mainstream in
the country, it is hugely popular in some parts of

the Middle East, most prominently Egypt, and
major tournaments are hosted in places like
Qatar.

Reclaim Childhood, the charity behind the
programme, insists that getting the refugee girls
involved in the sport can be invaluable in help-
ing them deal with the hardships they face.
“Today the team is made up of four girls and we
are looking to expand it to 15,” said member
Clayton Keir. “We train five times a week and
training includes English lessons aimed at help-
ing them compete in tournaments in Jordan and
abroad.” Coach Reem Niaz-herself a refugee
from Damascus-said the girls on the team were
chosen from dozens of aspirants.

The aim is to help the players “release the
potential inside themselves and let off steam
doing something positive,” she said. “Nothing is
impossible! Just look at where we have all come

from and where we are now.”
For the girls, there is more to their squash

playing dream than just winning tournaments-
they hope one day to represent Syria at the
sport. “I want to take part in championships
across the globe and help raise my country’s
spirits,” said 12-year-old Eman al-Hassan.

Her mother Mona Mohamed can still remem-
ber vividly the day she fled Homs in 2012 with
her two children in her arms. “There was nothing
left there, even their school was bombed. That is
why I decided to leave to start a new life,” she
said.

Now despite the difficulties the family has
faced creating a new home in a foreign country-
for her daughter, squash is at least providing a
chink of light. “She is doing something that we
never had the chance to accomplish in our
lives,” she said.—AFP

Squash a perfect
match for Syria girl
refugees in Jordan

AMMAN: US charity Reclaim Childhood’s Clayton Keir (C) poses with Syrian refugee
girls and their parents during a squash training session in the Jordanian capital
Amman, on November 18, 2017. — AFP


