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PARIS: Manchester United and Liverpool are among
the teams bidding to book their places in the
Champions League knockout stage this week, while
Atletico Madrid appear set to bow out of the competi-
tion. Here,  AFP Sport looks at five scenarios to keep an
eye on during the final round of group-stage games
today and tomorrow:

UNITED ON THE CUSP
Manchester United were made to wait for a place in

the knockout phase after conceding late in a 1-0 defeat
at Basel, but Jose
Mourinho’s team are still
all but guaranteed to
reach the last 16. United,
who were indebted to a
starring display from
goalkeeper David de
Gea in Saturday’s 3-1
win at Arsenal, must sim-
ply avoid losing by more
than six goals at home to
CSKA Moscow. For the
Russians to pip Basel to
the other qualifying spot
they need to better the Swiss club’s result away to
pointless Benfica. United are unbeaten in 20 European
home games, but CSKA have won all four matches on
their travels this season having come through two
rounds of qualifiers.

ATLETICO STARING DOWN THE BARREL
A plucky 2-0 win against Roma two weeks ago kept

Diego Simeone’s Atletico in contention going into the
last round of matches, but victory for Roma over Azeri
debutants Qarabag at the Stadio Olimpico would see
the three-time finalists eliminated. Atletico, who have
lost two of the last four finals to city rivals Real Madrid,
have to beat Chelsea at Stamford Bridge to have any
chance, having lost the reverse fixture 2-1. Their hopes

won’t be helped by the fact that Antonio Conte’s Blues
still have plenty to play for too, as they need a win to
guarantee top spot ahead of Roma. It’s not over yet, but
Atletico’s two draws with Qarabag look set to condemn
them to the Europa League.

JUVE STILL IN DANGER
Last season’s runners-up Juventus would have expect-

ed to have qualified before the final match day when they
were drawn in Group D alongside Barcelona, Sporting
Lisbon and Olympiakos, but they head to Athens today

still needing a win to defi-
nitely progress. Sporting
have been rejuvenated in
the last two seasons
under Jorge Jesus, but
face the daunting task of
having to win at
Barcelona to have any
chance of ending a nine-
year absence from the
knockout stage. But Barca
have already wrapped up
first place so may rest
players, and have

dropped four points from their last two La Liga matches.
If Sporting fail to win, Juve go through regardless.

LIVERPOOL CLOSING IN ON LAST-16 RETURN
Liverpool welcome Spartak Moscow to Anfield

tomorrow knowing that they only need to avoid defeat
to reach the last 16 for the first time in nine years.
Victory for the five-time champions would also wrap
up top spot in Group E. Jurgen Klopp’s men should
have secured qualification a fortnight ago, but blew a
three-goal lead to draw 3-3 at Sevilla. The Reds are
bidding to banish the memories of three years ago
when a 1-1 home draw with Basel sent them packing.
Russian champions Spartak have to win to have any
chance of progressing. Sevilla only need to draw with

Maribor in Slovenia to qualify for the knockout stage,
and would go through as group winners if they win
and Liverpool slip up.

NAPOLI BID TO OVERHAUL SHAKHTAR
With Manchester City already assured of top spot,

Shakhtar Donetsk and Serie A high-flyers Napoli are
fighting it out for second in Group F. Shakhtar take on
City in Ukraine and will qualify for the knockout

rounds if they can end Pep Guardiola’s side’s 20-match
winning streak. Napoli head to pointless Feyenoord
knowing that victory would see them snatch a ticket
for the last 16 if Shakhtar lose to City, after their 3-0
victory over the Ukrainians last time out gave them the
better head-to-head record. Napoli, who lost their
unbeaten start to the Italian season with a 1-0 defeat
by Juventus on Friday, are looking to reach the last 16
for only the third time. —AFP
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MILAN: The battered pride of football mad Italians is
now hanging on precarious Champions League ambi-
tions less than a month after the country’s humiliating
World Cup exit. The chances of last season’s runners-
up Juventus and Serie A rivals Napoli and Roma
reaching the knockout stages go down to the wire in
this week’s final round of action.

Four-time winners Italy exited the World Cup pre-
maturely for the first time in 60 years leading to a
period akin to national mourning. Now the progress of
Italian clubs to the knockout rounds of the elite
European trophy, which they have held aloft 12 times-
Inter Milan  winning their last title in 2010 — is still
uncertain.

Juventus-runners-up twice in the last three seasons
— would have expected to qualify when they were
drawn in Group D alongside Barcelona, Sporting
Lisbon and Olympiakos, but they head to Athens on
Tuesday still needing a win to progress. 

A draw or even defeat would be sufficient for the
six-time defending Serie A champions unless Sporting
Lisbon beat Barcelona at the Camp Nou. Napoli no
longer control their own fate as they sit third in Group
F before Wednesday’s trip to play last-place
Feyenoord.

Maurizio Sarri’s side need to win in the
Netherlands and hope Manchester City beat Shakhtar
to finish second on a superior head-to-head record.
Roma-second in Group C-also need to win against
Azerbaijan minnows Qarabag to progress along with
Chelsea, with Atletico Madrid still in with a chance if
they win at Stamford Bridge.

Italian clubs’ problems in the elite European com-
petition in which they will have a fourth spot next sea-
son mirrors their national struggles.—AFP
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SANT JOAN DESPI: FC Barcelona’s Lionel Messi, center, takes part in a training session with his teammates at
the Sports Center FC Barcelona Joan Gamper in Sant Joan Despi, Spain,  yesterday. — AP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Benfica v Basel 1893 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 7
Manchester United v CSKA Moscow22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 6
Bayern Munich v Paris Saint-Germain22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 1
Celtic v RSC Anderlecht 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 8
Chelsea FC v Atletico de Madrid 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 2
AS Roma v Qarabag Agdam FK 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 5
Barcelona v Sporting CP 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Olympiacos CFP v Juventus FC 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 4

MANCHESTER: Manchester United
manager Jose Mourinho says he will not
risk Zlatan Ibrahimovic in their
Champions League match against CSKA
Moscow as he keeps one eye on the der-
by with Manchester City on Sunday.
Ibrahimovic recently returned from a
long-term knee injury but Mourinho
confirmed that the experienced Swedish
striker will miss the game against the
Russian side at Old Trafford. United
require only a point from the match to be
sure of qualifying for the knockout stage
of the European Cup as winners of
Group A. However, they are eight points
behind table-topping City in the Premier
League table so Mourinho will not take
any chances with Ibrahimovic.

“Zlatan is not injured,” Mourinho said
in his pre-match press conference on
Monday. “Zlatan needs some time of
very hard work on the muscular area

that supports the knee that had the
problem. “When the time for that hard
work comes the fatigue comes. To work
really hard for a certain period of time,
he cannot play these days. “We decided
to do that after Watford. He is on his
cycle of work divided between the gym
and the pitch. He will be out again for
tomorrow, but I believe he will be back
to normal work after CSKA.” Mourinho
also revealed he will give left-back Luke
Shaw the chance to reignite his career in
today’s match. The left-back has been a
peripheral figure at Old Trafford this
season having managed a total of 48
minutes as a substitute over two appear-
ances in the League Cup against Burton
and Swansea.

Shaw has been linked with a January
move away from the Red Devils with
Newcastle United and former club
Southampton both reported to be inter-
ested. But Jose Mourinho said the 22-
year-old has impressed with his attitude
in training and deserves a chance.
“When we speak about Luke Shaw you
are right,” Mourinho said. “He’s working
to have an opportunity and sooner or
later that opportunity will arrive because
he deserves that opportunity.

“Selected for today, yes for sure. To
start or be on the bench. I cannot
answer. “I am going to make a few, but

not too many, changes. We didn’t qualify
yet, we didn’t finish first in the group yet,
there are other clubs also involved in
qualification and I need to keep a certain
balance in the team.” United are still
without defender Eric Bailly and mid-
fielder Marouane Fellaini, who both have
knocks, while centre-back Phil Jones
(calf) is also out. French midfielder Paul
Pogba is suspended for the derby with

City after he was sent off in United’s 3-1
win over Arsenal last weekend and will
play against CSKA.

“He’s happy to play tomorrow,” said
Mourinho said. “It’s the next match, the
match that matters. He plays tomorrow.”
“He’s very happy to play tomorrow and
try to keep his momentum,” he added.
“Since he was back from injury he’s been
phenomenal.” — AFP
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MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Zlatan Ibrahimovic  gestures during the
training session at United’s training complex in Manchester, England yesterday.
United will play CSKA Moscow in a Champions League soccer match today. —AP

BERLIN: Jupp Heynckes, the 72-year-old disciplinarian who
has steadied the ship at Bayern Munich, has urged his side to
keep it simple for today’s crunch Champions League match at
home to Paris Saint-Germain. Bayern need to win by a four-
goal margin in order to win their group, a situation they find
themselves in because of the 3-0 thrashing by a Neymar-
inspired PSG in the French capital that precipitated the sack-
ing of Carlo Ancelotti. At the time, defending champions
Bayern were also five points adrift in the Bundesliga. But
Heynckes has stamped his authority on his fourth stint at the
club after Karl-Heinz Rummenigge and president Uli Hoeness
turned to their 2013 treble-winning coach in their hour of
need. Bayern won nine of their ten following matches and now
hold a six-point lead in the Bundesliga. However in the
Champions League, PSG arrive in Munich with a three-point
lead over Bayern at the top of Group B.

Both teams are already through to the last 16, but the
French have a vastly superior goal difference after five
straight wins. It means Bayern need to win by four clear goals
to wrestle top spot in the clubs’ head-to-head record-a result
no one in the German camp deems realistic. “It would be an
unlikely dream,” said defender Mats Hummels while chairman
Rummenigge said beating PSG by such a margin is “wishful
thinking”. Heynckes sees the game as “pure psychology”. “We
want to beat them and show off what we are capable of.
Everything else is far from realistic,” he added. 

“I am someone who demands a lot,’ Heynckes said on his
return. “The players will have to get used to that. Discipline is
a part of life and work.” Former AC Milan and Chelsea boss
Ancelotti had lost his dressing room long before the PSG
hammering. Arjen Robben quipped that training sessions at
his son’s junior team in Munich were tougher than what had
become the norm at Bayern, but Heynckes tightened disci-
pline immediately. He insists on politeness and punctuality at

all times. Mobile phones are expected to be neither seen nor
heard and training sessions start an hour earlier than under
Ancelotti. The players tidy the dressing room and eat together
after training. Heynckes is a Champions League expert, win-
ning it twice in the three seasons he has been involved in the
competition. In 1997-98, he lifted the trophy with Real
Madrid in his only season at the Santiago Bernabeu.

With Bayern, he suffered the heartbreak of a penalty
shoot-out defeat against Chelsea in the 2012 final in Munich.
A year later, Heynckes lifted the trophy when Bayern became
the first German club to win the treble of Champions League,

Bundesliga and German Cup titles before he was replaced by
Pep Guardiola. Of his 2013 treble-winning side, Robben,
Franck Ribery, Thomas Muller, Rafinha, Jerome Boateng,
Manuel Neuer and Javi Martinez are still at Bayern. Heynckes’
return has been a big plus for Mueller and Boateng who both
struggled for game time under Ancelotti. Heynckes also iden-
tified that James Rodriguez, on loan from Real, was struggling
to settle in Munich, so started addressing the Colombian in
Spanish. He has also worked wonders with Arturo Vidal, hav-
ing already worked with the Chilean at Bayer Leverkusen
between 2009 and 2011. — AFP
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MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s German head coach Jupp Heynckes (R) watches Bayern Munich’s Colombian mid-
fielder James Rodriguez (C) shooting during a training session prior to the UEFA Champions League Group B
match


