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Facebook opens 
new London 
hub, to create 
800 UK jobs
LONDON: Facebook opened its new London
office yesterday and said it would add another
800 jobs in the capital next year, underlining its
commitment to Britain as the country prepares
for Brexit. 

The investment, which makes London the
biggest engineering hub for Facebook outside the
United States, was welcomed by finance minister
Philip Hammond, who was given a tour of the new
building located off the main shopping thorough-
fare of Oxford Street.

“It’s a sign of confidence in our country that
innovative companies like Facebook invest here,” he
said.  Facebook announced the new investment in
November last year, shortly after Google said it was
building a new hub in the city that will be able to
accommodate more than 7,000 employees in total.

The twin announcements were seen as a vote
of confidence in London’s future as a technologi-
cal hub despite the decision to leave the
European Union which has thrown Britain’s
future trading relationships into doubt.“The UK’s
flourishing entrepreneurial ecosystem and inter-
national reputation for engineering excellence
makes it one of the best places in the world to
build a tech company,” EMEA vice president
Nicola Mendelsohn said. 

“And we’ve built our company here - this coun-
try has been a huge part of Facebook’s story over
the past decade, and I look forward to continuing
our work to achieve our mission of bringing the
world closer together.” The site will also house
Facebook’s first in-house start-up incubator, called
LDN_LAB, designed to help kick start fledgling
British digital businesses. 

“The emphasis on engineering and the 800 new
jobs being created shows London remains at the
forefront of global innovation,” London Mayor
Sadiq Khan said in a statement.

“What’s more, the launch of the company’s
incubator is set to play a crucial role in attract-
ing vital talent to London and will help to pave
the way for the next generation of successful
start-ups.”

The new jobs, which come 10 years after the
company set up its first London office, will take
Facebook’s total British workforce to more than
2,300 by the end of 2018, it said.  

Facebook’s new office in the capital’s West End,
designed by architect Frank Gehry, will house engi-
neers, developers, marketing and sales teams work-
ing on products like Workplace, its business prod-
uct which was built in London, it said. —Reuters

Tech firms promote Beijing’s vision on Internet

Apple, Google at Chinese 
fest shows lure of market

HONG KONG: The high-profile attendance of the
leaders of Apple and Google at a Chinese conference
promoting Beijing’s vision of a censored internet
highlights the dilemma for Western tech companies
trying to expand in an increasingly lucrative but
restricted market.

The event in Wuzhen, a historic canal town outside
Shanghai, marked the first time chiefs of two of the
world’s biggest tech companies have attended the annu-
al state-run World Internet Conference.

Apple CEO Tim Cook told the gathering as the con-
ference opened Sunday that his company was proud to
work with Chinese partners to build a “common future
in cyberspace.”

His and Google CEO Sundar Pichai’s presence along
with other business
leaders, diplomats and
other experts, some ana-
lysts say, helped bestow
credibility on Beijing’s
preferred version of an
internet sharply at odds
with Silicon Valley’s
dedication to unfettered
access.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping vowed, in
remarks to the confer-
ence conveyed by an
official, that “China’s
door to the world will never close, but will only open
wider.” As in previous years, organizers allowed atten-
dees unrestricted access to the internet, contrary to
official policy under which internet users face extensive
monitoring and censorship and are blocked from
accessing many overseas sites by the so-called Great
Firewall of China.

Since Xi came to power in 2013, he has tightened
controls and further stifled free expression, activists say.
Beijing’s restraints also extend to Western companies
like Google, Twitter and Facebook, which have largely

been shut out from the market, leaving it to homegrown
internet giants like Tencent.

Apple has a large production base in China, which is
one of its biggest markets, though domestic smartphone
makers are catching up.

It has been criticized by some app developers for
complying with Chinese censorship demands. In July,
companies that let people get around the government’s
internet filters - known as virtual private network
providers - said their programs had been removed from
Apple’s app store in China. One such company,
ExpressVPN, said Apple was “aiding China’s censorship
effort.”

Apple said that China began requiring this year that
developers of virtual-private networks have a govern-

ment license. The
California-based tech
giant said it had removed
apps “in China that do not
meet the new regula-
tions.” Two Apple
spokeswomen couldn’t be
reached by phone for
comment.

“The problem is that
these companies are
between a rock and a
hard place,” said Rogier
Creemers, a China
researcher at Leiden

University who attended the conference. They covet
China’s huge market but if they do make it in, as in
Apple’s case, local law “requires things that Western
observers generally are uncomfortable with,” he said.

Cook’s speech drew a big crowd. He said the compa-
ny supports more than 5 million jobs in China, including
1.8 million software developers who have earned more
than 112 billion yuan ($17 billion).

It’s Apple’s responsibility to ensure that “technology
is infused with humanity,” he said, avoiding mention of
any sensitive topics. Google shut the Chinese version of

its search engine in 2010 over censorship concerns.
Pichai has talked about wanting to re-enter China, and
he told a panel discussion in Wuzhen that small and
mid-sized Chinese businesses use Google services to
get their products to other countries, according to a
report in the South China Morning Post. A Google
spokesman declined to comment. The tech giants may
have chosen to appear at the conference because the

current political climate in the United States encourages
a pragmatic approach in pursuing business regardless
of other concerns, said Jonathan Sullivan, director of the
University of Nottingham’s China Policy Institute.

“There has never been a time when an American
company is less likely to be called out by the White
House for pursuing a business-first approach,” said
Sullivan. —AP
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Facebook launches 
parent-controlled 
Messenger app 
for kids
NEW YORK: Facebook is coming for your kids. The
social media giant is launching a messaging app for chil-
dren to chat with their parents and with friends approved
by their parents.

The free app is aimed at kids under 13, who can’t yet
have their own accounts under Facebook’s rules, though
they often do. Messenger Kids comes with a slew of con-
trols for parents. The service won’t let children add their
own friends or delete messages - only parents can do that.
Kids don’t get a separate Facebook or Messenger account;
rather, it’s an extension of a parent’s account.

A kids-focused experience
While children do use messaging and social media

apps designed for teenagers and adults, those services
aren’t built for them, said Kristelle Lavallee, a chil-
dren’s psychology expert who advised Facebook on
designing the service.

“The risk of exposure to things they were not devel-
opmentally prepared for is huge,” she said. Messenger
Kids, meanwhile, “is a result of seeing what kids like,”
which is images, emoji and the like. Face filters and play-
ful masks can be distracting for adults, Lavallee said, but
for kids who are just learning how to form relationships
and stay in touch with parents digitally, they are ways to
express themselves. Lavallee, who is content strategist at
the Center on Media and Child Health at Boston
Children’s Hospital and Harvard University, called
Messenger Kids a “useful tool” that “makes parents the
gatekeepers.” But she said that while Facebook made the
app “with the best of intentions,” it’s not yet known how
people will actually use it.

As with other tools Facebook has released in the past,

intentions and real-world use do not always match up.
Facebook’s live video streaming feature, for example, has
been used for plenty of innocuous and useful things, but
also to stream crimes and suicides.

Hooked on Facebook
Is Messenger Kids simply a way for Facebook to rope

in the young ones? Stephen Balkam, CEO of the non-
profit Family Online Safety Institute, said “that train has
left the station.”

Federal law prohibits internet companies from collect-
ing personal information on kids under 13 without their
parents’ permission and imposes restrictions on advertis-
ing to them. This is why Facebook and many other social

media companies prohibit younger kids from joining. Even
so, Balkam said millions of kids under 13 are already on
Facebook, with or without their parents’ approval.

He said Facebook is trying to deal with the situation
pragmatically by steering young Facebook users to a serv-
ice designed for them. Facebook said Messenger Kids
won’t show ads or collect data for marketing. Facebook
also said it won’t automatically move users to the regular
Messenger or Facebook when they get old  enough,
though the company might give them the option to move
contacts to Messenger down the line. Messenger Kids is
launching Monday in the US on Apple devices - the
iPhone, iPad and iPod Touch. Versions for Android and
Amazon’s tablets are coming later. —AP

This photo provided by Facebook demonstrates parental controls on Facebook’s new Messenger app for kids. —AP

Singapore
researchers’ 
underwater robot 
inspired by manta ray
SINGAPORE: Researchers in Singapore have built an
underwater robot that looks and swims like a manta ray,
using only single motors and flexible fins to propel it
through water in a manner uncannily like its biological
cousin. It’s not the first of its kind - academics have
spent years trying to mimic the wing-like movements of
rays’ pectoral fins - but Chew Chee Meng of the
National University of Singapore says it’s the first to use
single motors for each fin and rely on the interplay of
fluid and fin.

One of nature’s most efficient and graceful swimmers,
manta rays have long fascinated scientists with a unique
propulsion method to cruise through even turbulent
seas, flapping their pectoral fins effortlessly to drive
water backwards. 

So-called bio-locomotion, says Keith Moored, an
assistant professor of mechanical engineering and
mechanics at Lehigh University in Pennsylvania, has
been studied for about 30 years.

But there is still a lot of work to be done on under-
standing the fluid flow around bio-robotic fins and the
interaction between fluid and structure in flexible fins

such as Chew’s manta ray robot, he said. 
Chew’s MantaDroid is a flat black PVC body with

ray-like fins and two rear rudders, which moves through
water like its natural counterpart. Chew said the fin’s
passive flexibility allows it to interact naturally with the
water, propelling it at a speed of seven-tenths of a
metre (yard) every second, to cover about twice its
body length. 

By creating a passive fin from a single PVC sheet,
rather than trying to mimic its movements with a series
of motors and joints, Chew’s team found the robot inter-
acted more naturally and efficiently with its environ-
ment. “You’re not fighting against the hydrodynamics of
the system,” said Chew, an associate professor at NUS.  

The Singaporean team went through 40 different fin
designs over two years before settling on using flexible
PVC sheets. 

The MantaDroid can swim for up to 10 hours. Chew
and his team from the university’s engineering faculty
plan to test the robot in sea waters and incorporate
more modes of movement into its fin mechanism. He said
the team is also working on a ray twice the size of the
35-cm (14-inch) original, and believes such robots
would be useful for studying marine biodiversity, gath-
ering hydrographic data and underwater search efforts. 

The MantaDroid is part of a growing field of bio-
mimetics, which applies learning about natural systems
and robotics to the design of new vehicles, said Thomas
Atwood, executive director of the US National Robotics
Education Foundation.  

Robots such as the ray, he said, could help carry out
underwater mapping and ocean bed surveys, besides
military reconnaissance.  —Reuters

WUZHEN: Apple’s CEO Tim Cook delivers a speech at the opening ceremony of the Fourth World Internet
Conference in Wuzhen town in Tongxiang, East China’s Zhejiang province on Sunday — AP

Facebook’s Sandberg 
warns of backlash 
against women
NEW YORK: Sheryl Sandberg
is warning of a potential back-
lash against  women and is
urging companies to put into
place clear policies on how
allegations of sexual harass-
ment are handled. In a
Facebook post over the week-
end, Sandberg that she has
experienced harassment while
doing her job but never by
anyone she’s worked for. The
Facebook executive said “too
many workplaces lack clear policies about how to
handle accusations of sexual harassment.” She rec-
ommends every workplace start with clear princi-
ples and put in place policies to support them.
That includes creating training sessions on proper
workplace behavior, taking all claims seriously,
establishing an investigation process and taking
swi f t , dec is ive  ac t ion  aga ins t  wrongdoing .
Sandberg said she hopes the “#metoo” movement
will result in a ‘stronger, more equitable work-
place.” —AP
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