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YouTube star and rapper Adam Saleh loves
Kuwait and its friendly people. Saleh, a 24-
year-old American of Yemeni descent born

and raised in New York, spoke to Kuwait Times
after a performance at Discovery Mall. “This is my
second time in Kuwait - the first time I had four

sold-out standup comedy shows. This time, we had
two sold-out shows. We have a world tour coming
soon too. Kuwait was the first country chosen for
my ‘Chapter II’ album that I just released, which
has English and Arabic songs,” he said.

“Kuwait was the first country that came to my
mind to do a ‘test show’ before I start the tour of
22 countries in the summer of 2018. The show
went well - I sang from my album, and the fans
liked my rap and dance moves,” he said. Saleh
expressed his attachment to Kuwait. “The last
time I visited Kuwait, I didn’t explore it. This time
I went to The Avenues mall, and it was one of the
best malls I have ever visited in my entire life. I’m
planning to go to Souq Mubarkiya to buy sou-
venirs for my family,” he added.

He pointed out that his fans liked his new
album’s songs. “My songs are about my personal
life, and everyone can relate to my life and emo-
tions that I went through. The “Wynak” song,
which means ‘where are you’ in Arabic, tells a sto-

ry of a girl that I used to know. “The Motto” is
about the people who hate me. Everyone can
relate to this,” he said.

“I filmed a documentary that will change the
world. I went to around 3-4 cities of Trump sup-
porters and offered them a free trip to Egypt to
get to know real Muslims - we chose Egypt
because it is a cultural place. After asking hun-
dreds of people who are afraid of Muslims, six of
them agreed to take the trip,” Saleh told Kuwait
Times. “The whole trip was documented - how
they felt on the plane till they arrived in Egypt,
visited mosques and the pyramids and spoke with
Egyptian Muslims. It is now going through the

editing process. We will then discuss with distrib-
utors about releasing it, and probably it will come
out on Netflix, and is going to be available world-
wide. Their perspective changed for the better
during this trip. This documentary will send a
message that real Muslims are not what the media
shows - Islam is about love and peace,” he said.

Saleh revealed he will be launching a book in
2019 about growing up as an Arab Muslim
American in New York post 9/11 “Ours was the
only Muslim family in our neighborhood and
school.” He advised people to surround them-
selves with positive people - “stay positive and
strong and don’t let people let you down”.
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New York’s Metropolitan Opera
said Sunday it was suspending
its famed longtime music direc-

tor James Levine after multiple allega-
tions of sexual misconduct. The premier
US opera house said Levine would no
longer appear at the Met this season
and that it had hired a former US pros-
ecutor to investigate the accusations.
“Based on these new reports, the Met
has made the decision to act now, while
we await the results of the investiga-
tion,” Peter Gelb, the general manager
of the Met, said in a statement.

“This is a tragedy for anyone whose
life has been affected,” he said. Gelb
said that Robert J. Cleary, the former
US attorney for New Jersey best known
for prosecuting the anti-technology
mail-bomb assailant dubbed as the
Unabomber in the 1990s, would lead
the Met’s probe. The suspension came
after fresh allegations of misconduct
against the 74-year-old Levine. The
New York Post on Saturday first
reported on a 2016 police report alleg-
ing that Levine abused a boy for years,
starting in 1985 when the purported
victim was 15.

Late Sunday, The New York Times
published accounts by three more
musicians who described similar expe-
riences-the older Levine pressuring
them into sex when they were teenage
students. Chris Brown, who went on to
play principal bass at the St. Paul
Chamber Orchestra, told the newspaper
that Levine forced him to masturbate
him during a summer at the
Meadowbrook School of Music in
Michigan. When Brown told Levine he
did not want to repeat the sexual
encounter, he said the conductor
shunned him for the rest of the summer.
Now 66, Brown said he has suffered
emotional trauma for years.   

Legend in opera 
The suspension marks a spectacular

fall from grace for Levine, who had
guided the Met’s orchestra for 40 years
before retiring at the end of the 2015-16
season as he struggled with Parkinson’s
disease. A legend in the opera world as
the Met sought a wider public audience,
Levine notably conducted some of the
“Three Tenors” concerts that brought
together Placido Domingo, Jose

Carreras and Luciano Pavarotti. Levine
had stayed in a role of music director
emeritus and led a youth artist program.
He conducted what may turn out to be
his final Met performance on Saturday-
fittingly, Verdi’s “Requiem.” The Met
earlier said that Levine denied the
charges in the Illinois police report
when asked last year.  The conductor
has not been criminally charged and the
alleged misconduct likely took place too
long ago for prosecution. Levine’s sus-

pension comes amid a flurry of revela-
tions about the sexual misdeeds of pow-
erful men, sparked by allegations of
widespread abuse by Hollywood mogul
Harvey Weinstein. 

New question on ‘Tosca’ 
Levine’s departure causes one

immediate programming headache for
the Met-finding a conductor for its new
“Tosca,” one of the most popular works
in the opera canon, which is due to pre-
miere at a gala on New Year’s Eve. The
Met has been hoping for a triumphant
return of “Tosca”-seen as a key money-
maker for an opera house that has long
struggled to stabilize its finances-but
the production has been marred by
repeated changes. — AFP
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The animated Disney and Pixar hit
“Coco” ruled at the North American
box offices for a second week, fig-

ures out Sunday showed, beating out
superheroes, dramas and Christmas come-
dies. The film tells the story of a 12-year-
old Mexican, Miguel (Anthony Gonzalez),
who longs to become a musician but faces
a generations-old family ban on music. It
netted an estimated $26 million for the
three-day weekend and $109 million since
it opened over the Thanksgiving Day holi-
day, Exhibitor Relations said.

“Coco,” which takes Miguel into the
magical Land of the Dead, where trickster
Hector (Gael Garcia Bernal) helps him
unravel a deep family secret, received a
rare A+ rating from audiences surveyed
by CinemaScore. In second place again
this weekend was Warner Bros. film
“Justice League,” with a three-day take of
$16.6 million in its third week out. The
superhero all-star cast of Gal Gadot as
Wonder Woman, Ben Affleck as Batman,

Henry Cavill as Superman, and Jason
Momoa-Khal Drogo of “Game of
Thrones”-as Aquaman joining to fend off
supervillain Steppenwolf (Ciaran Hinds).

Third, also in its third week out, was
Lionsgate’s feel-good film “Wonder,”
which netted $12.5 million over the week-
end. The movie, starring Julia Roberts,
Owen Wilson and Jacob Tremblay, tells the
story of a fifth-grade boy with a facial
deformity who must deal with other chil-
dren’s shock and bullying when he first
attends a mainstream school.

“Thor: Ragnarok,” from Disney-owned
Marvel, claimed fourth place with $9.7
million. The film features the self-effacing
humor of Chris Hemsworth as the powerful
Norse god and Cate Blanchett as death
goddess Hela. “Thor” has netted $291.4
million since its debut five weeks ago.

In fifth place was the Christmas come-
dy “Daddy’s Home 2” from Paramount,
netting $4.5 million over the weekend. It
stars Will Ferrell and Mark Wahlberg as
the less-than-competent co-parents of
Wahlberg’s kids as they cope with their
own visiting fathers (John Lithgow and
Mel Gibson). The movie has netted $88
million since its debut four weeks ago.
None of the week’s newly released movies
cracked the top 10 list. Rounding out the
list were:
“Murder on the Orient Express” ($6.7 mil-
lion)
“Lady Bird” ($4.54 million)
“Three Billboards Outside Ebbing,
Missouri” ($4.53 million)
“The Star” ($4 million)
“A Bad Moms Christmas” 
($3.48 million) —AFP

Carrie Fisher’s death caused a huge distur-
bance in the Force, but the women of “The
Last Jedi” vowed Sunday to honor her

legacy in the latest girl-powered “Star Wars”
chapter. The cast came together in a secret loca-
tion in Los Angeles with director Rian Johnson to
build buzz for the latest chapter in the block-
buster space saga, which hits theaters on
December 15. “You get to see women that are not
big and strong just because they’re acting like
men. They’re doing something else,” said
Gwendoline Christie, 39, who plays stormtrooper
commander Captain Phasma.

“And also you’re seeing a developed character,
or a developing character, that is showing some
complex character traits. I’m delighted that some-
thing as legendary as ‘Star Wars’ has decided to
reflect our society.” “The Last Jedi”-filmed on the
west coast of Ireland and at Pinewood Studios
near London-sees the return of the characters
introduced in 2015’s seventh installment, “The
Force Awakens.” Christie, flanked by red-robed
Praetorian guards as she took the stage, was
joined by returning stars Daisy Ridley, John
Boyega, Adam Driver, Oscar Isaac, Andy Serkis,
Domnhall Gleeson, and Luke Skywalker himself,
Mark Hamill. There were new faces too: Kelly
Marie Tran as Resistance maintenance worker
Rose Tico and Laura Dern, who plays Vice
Admiral Amilyn Holdo. 

Ridley, 25, spoke of growing up in London in a
liberal household where sexism wasn’t an issue-
and of being overwhelmed by the rapturous
response to her appearance as a rare female
action star in “The Force Awakens.” “When I got
involved, I knew it was a big deal, but the
response was so beyond anything I could have
imagined, that it was only afterward that I was
like ‘Oh-oh yeah,’” she said.

The girls ‘kick butt’   
Tran, 28, spoke of the “honor and responsibili-

ty” of playing a prominent female character and
wanting to do the role justice. “And the girls in
this movie kick some butt. Every single one is so
good,” she said. Fisher-who played General Leia
Organa when she was known simply as Princess
Leia in the original 1977-83 trilogy-died last

December, having already wrapped her scenes
for “The Last Jedi.” “I watched TV and film
obsessively from such a young age, but [she]
stayed with me throughout my formative years,”
said Christie, who plays warrior Brienne of Tarth
on HBO’s “Game of Thrones.”

“She’s really interesting, she’s really smart,
she’s really funny, she’s courageous, she’s bold,
she doesn’t care what people think, and she isn’t
prepared to be told what to do.” Written by
Johnson, “The Last Jedi”-the eighth installment in
the franchise-picks up where “The Force
Awakens” left off, with Rey looking to Luke to
teach her about The Force. Lucasfilm has released
various trailers for “The Last Jedi,” hinting at dark
times ahead for the Resistance-and prompting
comparisons with “The Empire Strikes Back.”

“It’s the second movie in the trilogy, and I
think we’ve been kind of trained to expect it will
be a little darker, and obviously it looks a little
darker,” said Johnson, 43.

Dire situation   
But he added that he was still aiming for movie

that “makes you come out of the theater, run
around your back yard, grab your spaceship toy
and fly around.” Hamill, 66, has stirred controver-
sy in the past with candid comments about his
thoughts on his character and direction of the
story, but was one of the least vocal in the news
conference. He confirmed that his role was “twice
as big” as his last-minute cameo in “The Force
Awakens”-but gave almost nothing else away.
Like Fisher and Hamill, Harrison Ford is a “Star
Wars” institution as loveable rogue Han Solo. 

But the character is missing from the latest
chapter, having been killed off by director J.J.
Abrams in the previous installment. The cast was
asked if the Ford’s absence was a wrench but
Boyega said central characters Finn, Rey and Poe
weren’t given much time to mourn and that
“everyone’s keeping it moving” in the new film.
“Rey’s off training, she’s got stuff to go. I got a
back injury, I’ve got stuff to do,” he said. “It’s a
dire situation, the Resistance is on its last legs,”
added Isaac, who plays Poe. “The First Order is
right on top of us. You have to keep moving to try
to survive.”—AFP 

‘Star Wars’ sisters hail 
girl-powered galaxy

This file photo shows (L-R) Israeli film producer, Ram Bergman; British actress, Daisy Ridley; US film director,
Rian Johnson and US actor Mark Hamill posing for photographers during a red carpet in Mexico City. — AFP

Welcome back, Donner and Blitzen!
And thanks for bringing along Gwen
Stefani, Tariji P. Henson and “Love

Actually” to a holiday TV lineup that mixes the
familiar and the fresh. We want “Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer” and “It’s a Wonderful
Life” again, for the pleasure and the memories
they summon. But no complaints if the punch is
spiked with new music specials, comedy and
original movies. Settle in to wrap gifts, slurp
nog and choose among these highlights, all
times EST:

Movies
“Christmas at Holly Lodge,” 8 pm Dec 3,

Hallmark. There are sparks between lodge own-
er Sophie (Alison Sweeney) and Evan (Jordan
Bridges), who’s been sent by a developer to
check out the property. Will love and the lodge
prevail? Sheryl Lee Ralph co-stars.

“Instrument of War,” 7:30 pm Dec 10 and 23,

BYUtv (carried on DirecTV and DISH Network).
Inspired by the real-life WWII story of
American bomber pilot Clair Cline who, held in a
Nazi POW camp, painstakingly crafts a violin to
lift his spirits and bring the music of Christmas to
his fellow prisoners. Jack Ashton stars.

“Love Actually,” Netflix, Dec 14. Filmmaker
Richard Curtis’ witty, romantic creampuff that
weaves together stories featuring, among many,
Hugh Grant, Emma Thompson, Bill Nighy, Keira
Knightley and the late, great Alan Rickman. Add
the hit tune “All I Want for Christmas is You”
and, of course, many happy endings.

“It’s a Wonderful Life,” 8 pm Dec 24, NBC.
Watch it for the 100th time or the first and try to
resist the sentimental pull of the 1946 Frank
Capra fable about a self-doubting man (Jimmy
Stewart) who gets perspective from a dotty but
caring angel (Henry Travers). Future TV mom
Donna Reed also stars. “The Carol Burnett 50th
Anniversary Special,” 8 pm Dec 3, CBS. TV’s

great funny lady gets a deserved two hours to
celebrate “The Carol Burnett Show” milestone,
joined by cast members Vicki Lawrence and
Lyle Waggoner and admirers including Jim
Carrey, Harry Connick Jr. and Bernadette Peters.

“Lidia Celebrates America: Homegrown
Heroes,” 10 pm Dec 15, PBS (check local list-
ings). Inventive chef Lidia Bastianich travels to
the West Virginia and Kentucky countryside to
meet and honor veterans who are making pro-
ductive new lives for themselves and others as
farmers and caretakers.

“A Home for the Holidays,” 8 pm Dec 19,
CBS. Music stars including Josh Groban, Kelly
Clarkson, Kacey Musgraves and Kane Brown
align to bring attention to the issue of adoption
with inspirational stories and songs.

“I Love Lucy Christmas Special,” 8 pm Dec
22, CBS. Irrepressible redhead Lucy (Lucille
Ball) shines even brighter in two colorized
episodes of the classic sitcom: 1955’s

“Christmas” episode and “The Fashion Show,”
in which Lucy goes over-budget on a dress and
pays the price for showing off.

Tunes
“Gwen Stefani’s You Make it Feel Like

Christmas,” 9 pm Dec 12, NBC. The singer-
songwriter mixes music, sketches and friends
including duet partner Blake Shelton, Chelsea
Handler, Ken Jeong, Seth MacFarlane and Ne-
Yo. Stefani’s new album gives the special its
title and tunes, including “Silent Night.”

“Taraji’s White Hot Holidays,” 8 p.m.,
“Showtime at the Apollo: Christmas,” 9 pm Dec
14, Fox. This double bill opens with Tarji P.
Henson offering classic holiday tunes with help
from Chaka Khan, Faith Evans, Leslie Odom Jr.
and others. In “Showtime,” artists including
Snoop Dogg and Boyz II Men and aspiring
newcomers performing their Christmas favorites
at the famed New York City theater. — AP

Deck the TV schedule with Rudolph, Stefani and ‘Love’

This image shows singer Gwen Stefani in her
Christmas special, ‘Gwen Stefani’s You Make it Feel
Like Christmas.’ — AP

‘Coco’ rules at the box office

This file photo shows US conductor
James Levine and the Boston Symphony
Orchestra performing in Paris. — AFP


