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Earmuffs are all the rage on at least one
day of the year. With the arrival of the
holiday season and winter around the

corner, the town of Farmington celebrated
Chester Greenwood Day with a parade
Saturday honoring the folk hero who’s credited
with the invention that has kept ears warm for
more than a century. Earmuffs festooned floats
and cars, and people and pets, too. A flag fea-
turing with supersized earmuffs was hoisted
outside the courthouse.

Behind all the silliness, though, there is pride
in the famous tinkerer and his creation. “They’re
just ubiquitous. People continue to wear them.

It’s something Mainers can be proud of,” said
Angela Goebel-Bain from the Maine State
Museum. Greenwood was just 15 when he fash-
ioned his first muffs out of farm wire and his
grandmother sewed fur onto them in 1873. He
made improvements to his creation, obtained a
patent and manufactured hundreds of thou-
sands of Champion Ear Protectors.

During World War I, his factory made ear-
muffs for the US Army “doughboys” fighting in
the frozen trenches on the western front.
Greenwood enjoyed tinkering. He came up with
more than 100 contraptions but received
patents for only five of them, Goebel-Bain said.

His earmuff design represented improvements
by incorporating a spring that conformed to the
head and kept muffs in contact with the ears,
according to his 1877 patent. 

Other patents included a rake, a tea kettle
and a wood-boring machine. He also ran a bicy-
cle shop, built a plumbing and heating business
and created a local telephone company. His
earmuff factory closed a few years after his
death in 1937. Forty years later, the Maine
Legislature declared Chester Greenwood Day
on the first day of winter. These days, it’s cele-
brated on the first Saturday of December.
Festivities include a polar dip, gingerbread

house contest, tree lighting and carriage rides.
“People have stepped up to the plate to

make it fun,” said Nancy Porter of Farmington,
who authored the self-published “Chester:
More Than Earmuffs.” As the story goes,
Greenwood hatched the idea for the earmuff to

protect his generous-sized ears after a day of
ice skating on a frigid day. Over time, some ele-
ments of the Greenwood story may have been
embellished, but not the part about the size of
his ears, Porter said. “He had pretty good-sized
ears. There’s no question,” she said. — AP

Courtney Austin of the 21st Century Kids of Franklin after school program hands a candy cane to Abigail
Toothaker, 5, during the Chester Greenwood Parade in Farmington, Maine. — AP 

LuLu Hypermarket, the undisputed
regional leader in retailing, has
launched its annual ‘Get ready for win-

ter’ promotion, offering most fashionable and
comfortable winter wear at very special
prices. The winter 2017 promotion, which is
being held simultaneously at all outlets of
LuLu Hypermarket in Kuwait, includes a
wide array of stylish winter clothing and
accessories for all ages, and is designed to
keep the wearer warm and comfortable
throughout the cold winter months ahead.

Exclusive offers available during the spe-
cial ‘Get ready for winter’ promotion include
not only fashionable winter clothing but also
chic cold-weather footwear and other winter
accessories. 

Among the top brands offering their
unparalleled quality of winter wear at
unbeatable prices are such well-known

names such as Cortigiani, Debacker, Eten
and John Louis. Among the items in the win-
ter clothing range are a number of stylish
suits, jackets, cardigans, sweaters, inner-
wear and winter clothing accessories that
combine affordability with chic style. The
promotional offer also extends to a wide col-
lection of warm and colorful kids’ wear that
is both casual and dashing at the same time,
enabling your child to proudly make a fash-
ion statement while engaged in fun-filled
activities, all at reasonable prices.

LuLu Hypermarket has built a strong and
loyal customer-base that continues to
expand with the years, mainly on the back of
providing shoppers with high-quality prod-
ucts at very reasonable prices. Promotions
such as the ‘Get ready for winter’ make visit
to LuLu Hypermarket an enjoyable and
affordable shopping experience.
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French President Emmanuel Macron
made a surprise announcement during
his recent African tour, saying in Burkina

Faso’s capital that one of his priorities was to
restore African cultural treasures. African cul-
tural heritage “should be highlighted in Paris,
but also in Dakar, Lagos, Cotonou”, Macron
told a crowd of students at a university in
Ouagadougou. “This will be one of my priori-
ties. In five years, I want the conditions to be
met to return African heritage to Africa.”

Delivered at the end of his speech, this
sentence resonated especially in Benin, which
in July last year called for France to return
treasures taken during French colonial rule
from the end of the 19th century. President
Patrice Talon-who railed against French influ-
ence in its former colony during the election
campaign that brought him to power last year
made a formal request to France’s foreign
ministry in September. 

He said the repatriation of such treasures
would allow people “to get to know better our
cultural and historic assets” and also allow the
tiny West African nation to develop tourism as
“an important cornerstone of the Beninese
economy”. France ruled the country, then
called Dahomey, until 1960, when it was
granted independence and changed its name
to Benin. Dahomey included the kingdom of
the same name that dates back to about 1600.

France’s stockpiling of treasures from
Dahomey happened during colonial fighting
between 1892 and 1894, but it was also car-
ried out by missionaries who “robbed com-
munities of what they considered to be
charms”, said Irenee Zevounou, Benin’s
ambassador to UNESCO, the UN’s cultural
body in Paris. Most of the artefacts have not

been documented, but Zevounou said he
believed 4,500 to 6,000 items are in France,
including in private collections. Many are now
on display in French museums, including the
Quai Branly in Paris, which exhibits indige-
nous art from around the world.

Historic break   
“This is the first time a French president

has tackled the issue head-on and expressed
his willingness for restitution,” Marie-Cecile
Zinsou, creator of the Zinsou Foundation in
Cotonou, wrote afterwards on her Facebook
page. “The Ouagadougou speech may mark a
major turning point in future proceedings,”
the French-Beninese art historian said. Others
who support Benin’s call for the return of its
treasures-which include royal thrones, statues
and swords-have since spoken up as well.

Louis-Georges Tin, president of a coalition
of associations representing black French
people known as CRAN, has urged the UN
Human Rights Council to participate in nego-
tiations between the two countries. In an edi-
torial, Tin described Macron’s speech as a
“historic break”. “Indeed, it is a question of

culture, but also a question of rights,” wrote
Tin, who regularly presses the French govern-
ment over the issue. But the main stumbling
block is legal.France’s foreign ministry has
relied on “the legal principles of inalienability
and imprescriptibility of public collections” in
its refusal to return the cultural assets, which
are now considered French treasures. For
Yves-Bernard Debie, who specializes in art
sales law, Macron’s speech broke with French
legal tradition established in 1566 by the
“Edict of Moulins”.

“Since that time, the royal domain became
public property, which is inalienable and
imprescriptible,” he said. “It is forbidden,
except under rare exceptions, for the prince,
king or president of the republic, to dispose of
this property”. “Heads of state change, the
public domain remains”. A restitution would
require a change in the law but Macron has
formalized negotiations and the Beninese
authorities are expected to reiterate their
demand shortly. “It may be a bit naive on my
part, but I hope that relations are improving
between France and its African partners,”
Ousmane Aledji, director of the Benin cultural
center Artisttik Africa, said. —AFP 
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