
By Ben Garcia 

Divorce is one of many issues han-
dled by attorney Dr Ahmed
Batahi Al-Mutairi. But he

believes that helping families resolve
their legal disputes is his strength, and
he enjoys his work. According to him,
the trend of increasing divorce rates is
universal, noting that Kuwait has a high
number of divorce cases too. “This I
think is related to the fast changes in
reality, coupled with trends in technolo-
gy,” he said.

An article published by Kuwait Times
recently said the rate of divorce in
Kuwait has climbed to 60 percent, but
Mutairi rejected this report, claiming that
it’s only 30 percent. “The reason behind
this is the very nature of man, who feels
superior to a woman. They want to reaf-
firm their manhood by showing their
superiority over women. But this is also
influenced by social media trends - com-
munication is turning marriages upside
down nowadays,” he said. 

Mutairi, 47, is an active lawyer, and
was a judge at the court of cassation
from 1997 to 2001. He completed his
university degree at the Islamic
University of Madinah in Saudi Arabia
and his PhD at Al-Jinan University in
Lebanon. For many years, the ministry
of justice in Kuwait was his second
home, where he was assigned to render
judgments on many cases. In 2012, he
decided to start his own law firm, which
consists of four outstanding lawyers,
two consultants and six office staff.

Every morning, before going to work,
Mutairi prepares himself for another
challenging day, and prays for wisdom
and for his family. “I pray regularly to
ask Allah for guidance when deciding a
case. I always decide with full honesty
and do what is best based on our law
and responsibility as a human being,” he
told Kuwait Times.

Mutairi has a fixed daily schedule.
From waking up to drinking coffee, from
reading the local newspapers to perusing
the pile of documents on his desk, every-
thing has a fixed time. At 8 am, the court
opens, and his normal workday ends at
noon. “At 1 pm, I talk to the families or
witnesses and schedule meetings with

case officers or attorneys and deliberate
on the merits of the case,” he said. 

Even though he has his own law firm
now, Mutairi is always on the go. “I have
many plans for the day. I don’t sleep if I
don’t finish my objectives for the day. I
don’t step out if I haven’t accomplished
my goals. I share the same approach
with the people I am working with,” he
said. His law firm, which is located
across the ministry of justice, has han-
dled many extramarital affairs and
divorce cases. “The bottom line is that
all we humans want is to be happy and
content in life - this is why my firm
believes in helping people as much as
we can.”
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Be pretty and write

By Athoob Alshuaibi
local@kuwaittimes.net

IN MY VIEW

Recently the Kuwait International Bookfair took
place and as almost every year, it was accom-
panied by demands and calls from those object-

ing to the banning of books. Writers, novelists, artists
and human rights activists - we find them silent
throughout the year, except at this particular time.
Surprisingly, there are a great number of objectors,
but we have never heard that anyone has submitted a
literary or artistic work that stimulates the book cen-
sorship issue.

The second contradiction that is seen is the practice
of the censors and their disdain through social media
for Kuwaiti fashionistas breaking into the world of
novel writing, forgetting that freedom of speech and
expression is guaranteed by the
constitution. Plus, pen and
paper are available to all,
and everyone can try
their fortune in the lit-
erary arena. The
actual measure of
any writer’s success
is the popularity of
her books. The
writer’s star may
fade for lack of
productions.  At
the same time,
the number of
p u b l i s h e d
books is not a
criterion of success. It’s quality over quantity.

Their discontent shows an effort to confine literary
arts to the elites, much like what the early 19th century
photographers did after Kodak launched the first com-
mercial film camera to the public in 1888. In addition,
nothing is worse than firing sentences on books based
on their covers. In the end, good will out itself. Not to
mention that many of Kuwait’s fashionistas are educat-
ed women, and their interest in fashion is a credit to
them, and not against them.

Literary snobbishness is the worst thing a writer
can reach, because he pays himself a mandate to criti-
cize others, to favor work of another, objecting to his
author, and sometimes without reading the content.
One author was shocked by what he called “the inva-
sion of fashionistas of the literary world,” and said that
the book fair has become now a place to gather nau-
sea and feces, corn and shawarma.

I believe that beautiful, successful women have
proved to the world that the universal French belief
that beauty is frequently accompanied by stupidity
and a lack of intelligence - according to the famous
proverb: “Just shut up and be pretty” - is no longer fit
for intellectual consumption. 

This article is a letter of appreciation to all the fash-
ionistas who spoke and weren’t afraid, and succeeded
in adding a drop in the river of literature.

Social media trends turning 
marriages upside down 

Dr Ahmed Batahi Al-Mutairi
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Infantino and Minister of Commerce and Industry and Acting Minister of State for Youth Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan speak with
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