
KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah yesterday
sponsored and attended the launch ceremony of
the Kuwait Integrated Petrochemical Industries
Company’s (KIPIC) Al-Zour Oil Complex. The
ceremony was attended by First Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, and Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Finance Anas  Al-Saleh,
together with a host of Sheikhs and senior state
and His Highness the Premier’s Diwan officials.

Numerous CEOs and senior officials of the
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) subsidiary
companies, and diplomats were also present.
Minister of Oil and Minister of Electricity and
Water Essam Al-Marzouq, and KIPIC’s CEO
Hashim Sayed Hashim delivered statements at the
ceremony, which also featured a documentary on
the mega project.

Al-Zour is one of the strategic projects for the
State of Kuwait, aiming to provide more energy
to meet the local demand and to provide high
quality products for exports, as well as achieving
the aspired self-sufficiency of power. After the
ceremony, His Highness the Prime Minister said
that the project would enhance expertise of the
Kuwaiti cadres, qualifying them to manage more
oil projects in the future. The government pro-
ceeds with studying, and implementing strategic
development projects in the oil and non-oil sec-
tors for the good of the Kuwaiti people and the
foundations that care for them. 

Economic return
Al-Zour Refinery is the only one in Kuwait de-

signed to process Kuwaiti heavy crude oil, gain-
ing it strategic importance to maximize the
economic return of oil wealth, Marzouq said. The
refinery project will produce low-sulphur fuel oil
(LSFO), mainly for the local power plants, Mar-
zouq said in a speech during the ceremony.

The complex includes three mega projects, Al-
Zour Refinery, the LNG Import Facilities, and the
Petrochemicals Complex. Marzouq said the proj-
ects would give an impetus to the national econ-

omy, through creating new opportunities for de-
veloping local projects in downstream industries
and logistical services. It will also offer new jobs
to Kuwaitis.

The LNG Import Facilities project, will en-
hance the strategic role of the Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC), backing its commitment to
provide the country’s needs of energy, both today
and in the future, as well as achieving the highest
added-value of the integration process, the min-
ister noted.

KIPIC will produce the optimal mix of natural

gas and LSFO for electricity plants, besides a sur-
plus of the crude and diesel for export purposes
“making utmost utilization and maximizing the
economic return of our oil wealth,” Marzouq said.

As for the Petrochemicals Complex, the min-
ister said it will integrate with the Al-Zour Refin-
ery to provide high-quality products, such as
p-Xylene (para-xylene), polypropylene and
gasoline, besides motor fuel for local use and ex-
ports. Marzouq thanked His Highness the Premier
for his support to the oil sector, and his eagerness
to follow up its development projects. — KUNA
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GCC peoples have a lot
in common: Ministry
KUWAIT: The points of agreement
among the peoples of the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) are more
than the points of disagreement,
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
and Acting Minister of Information
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah said Wednesday.
“The holding of the 38th summit in
time signals that GCC peoples have
a lot in common,” he said in a meet-
ing with representatives of Arab
press organizations covering the
summit.

On the level of representation at the summit, Sheikh Mo-
hammad said Kuwait has had the honor of welcoming the rep-
resentatives of any leader of a GCC member country. Dealing
with Kuwait mediation in the GCC crisis, he said this mediation
derives its credibility from the impartiality of the mediator. His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
believes it is his duty to continue his efforts to restore trust
among the brothers in the GCC, the minister added. —KUNA
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His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah attends the launch ceremony of Al-Zour Oil Complex.

KUWAIT: Oil Minister Essam Al-Marzouq
honors His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah during the launch ceremony of Al-
Zour Oil Complex. — KUNA

UK-Kuwaiti
Steering Group
draws up plan
to bolster 
bilateral ties
KUWAIT: The joint UK-Kuwaiti Steering
Group has drawn up a joint work plan aiming
to promote relations and preserve mutual in-
terests between the two countries through
the next six months, Kuwait’s Foreign Min-
istry announced on Wednesday.

Following the group’s 11th meeting, the
ministry said in a statement that the two sides
agreed to continue developing cooperation
in the domains of immigration, trade, security,
defense, cybersecurity, healthcare, science,
education, environment and culture.

The statement underlined the importance
of continuity of work within the framework of
the group for cementing ties and achieving
the mutual objectives.  Work at the sub-
groups covers various fields which stress the
continuation of building on the basis of the

relationship between the two countries, the
statement noted.  It affirmed that defense, se-
curity and trade are the cornerstone of the
bilateral relationship which is being devel-
oped to live up to the current challenges, in-
cluding cybersecurity. 

On security, the talks focused on facing
common challenges, including the protection
of aviation security through the improvement
of international standards at airports, the
statement said. On economy, the statement
stressed the need of commitment to support-
ing efforts by the Kuwaiti-British partnerships
so as to increase mutual commercial and in-
vestment bonds. The talks also discussed
means of fostering cooperation in healthcare,
in addition to mutual commitment to removing
obstacles for strengthening bonds of com-
merce, investment, study and tourism between
the two countries, it made clear.  The state-
ment further pointed to common concern to-
wards boosting cooperation in education,
scientific research, environment protection
and culture.  On politics, the two sides shared
views on the latest developments in the Mid-
dle East region and the pressing issues, it said,
referring that the British side expressed its
support to Kuwait’s mediation efforts aiming
to resolve the Gulf crisis.

The British government has praised the
wise leadership of His Highness the Amir

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and the role of Kuwait in establishing security
and stability in the region, according to the
statement.  The statement referred that the
British side congratulated His Highness the
Amir on the success of the 38th GCC Summit
hosted by Kuwait on Tuesday. The joint work
plan drawn up by the joint group will be ap-
proved by Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Khaled Al-Jarallah and British Minister for
Middle East affairs Alistair Burt during a next
meeting, the statement concluded.

Burt had welcome the holding of the GCC
in Kuwait, and urged GCC states to take fur-
ther steps towards resuming full cooperation.
“The UK and GCC are close partners on a
range of issues, and we welcome the atten-
dance by all GCC member states at the Sum-
mit hosted by Kuwait this week,” Burt said in
a press statement Wednesday. He underlined
that the unity amongst GCC members is im-
portant for the Gulf’s stability and security.

“We urge our GCC partners to build on
the Summit and take further steps towards
resuming full cooperation,” he added. He ex-
pressed admiration of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
for hosting the summit. “The UK fully sup-
ports his continued mediation efforts towards
a resolution of differences between GCC
member states,” he concluded. — KUNA
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