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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem yesterday met with Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait
Rami Tahboub.  The meeting was attended by Kuwait MPs
Mubarak Al-Harees and Yussef Al-Fadhala.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs had stated on Wednesday that
the State of Kuwait followed with profound regret the US decision
to recognize Jerusalem as capital of Israel and move its embassy
to the holy city. Such a unilateral move contravenes the UN res-
olutions on maintaining the political, historical, legal and human-
itarian status quo in Jerusalem, an official of the ministry official
said in a statement reported by Kuwait News Agency (KUNA).

The US decision runs counter to the international laws and
conventions, and puts in peril the future of the Middle East peace
process, the official cautioned.  He expressed concern over the
adverse repercussions of the US move on security, peace and sta-
bility in the region, which is already fraught with peril. He voiced
hope that the US administration would reconsider its move and
focus on the peace efforts based on the international legitimacy,
the two-state vision for peace and the Arab peace initiative. 

Meanwhile, at least 14 MPs submitted a proposal yesterday to
host a special session at the National Assembly on Wednesday to
discuss the ramifications of the US decision.
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Kuwait Rami Tahboub. — KUNA

Parliament to
convene Sunday
on unity
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem said yesterday he has in-
vited government and officials to attend a spe-
cial session on Sunday to discuss how to
promote national unity. “There is a request from
MPs to hold a special session on Sunday re-
garding internal and external events,” Ghanem
said in a press release.  He said he has extended
invitations to government and deputies accord-

ing to Article 72 of the parliament’s statutes. The
speaker hoped that there would be “political
breakthroughs” in the near future, emphasizing

that it was necessary to shore up the country’s
internal front and unify ranks in order to ad-
dress external challenges. — KUNA

Kuwait regrets US recognition of Jerusalem as Israeli capital 

US embassy
alerts citizens of
possible protests
KUWAIT: The United States embassy in
Kuwait sent the following letter to US citizens
in the country, giving general guidelines of
how to react to possible protests that might
take place in Kuwait in response to US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s announcement to rec-
ognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital:

“The recent announcement that the United
States recognizes Jerusalem as the capital of
Israel and plans to relocate the US Embassy
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem may spark protests,
some of which have the potential to become

violent. US Embassy Kuwait reminds US citi-
zens of the need for caution and awareness of
personal security.

“Review your personal security plans; re-
main aware of your surroundings, including
local events; and monitor local news for up-
dates.  Maintain a high-level of vigilance, take
appropriate steps to enhance your personal
security and follow instructions of local au-
thorities.  Avoid areas of demonstrations, and
exercise caution if in the vicinity of any large
gatherings, protests, or demonstrations.

“These are some measures you can take to
increase your personal safety: Avoid crowds.
Large gatherings can quickly become danger-
ous; Keep a low profile.  Be aware of how oth-
ers dress and behave in public and try to
blend in; Vary your routes and times of travel.
Being less predictable makes you more diffi-
cult to target; Be aware of your surroundings.
Understand what “belongs” and what does

not; Avoid traveling alone.  Avoid isolated
areas, especially after dark.  Tell friends, col-
leagues, or neighbors where you are going
and when you intend to return; Know where
you are going and your destination.  Find exits
and have a plan to escape.  Select “safe
havens” along your route, such as government
buildings, friends’ residences, shops or restau-
rants, or gas stations; Always carry a charged
cell phone.  Make sure you have programmed
emergency numbers in all your family mem-
bers’ phones; Be prepared to postpone or
cancel activities; Report concerns you may
have to the police and to the US Embassy in
Kuwait.

“US citizens are strongly encouraged to
maintain a high level of vigilance, be aware of
local events, and take the appropriate steps to
bolster their personal security.  If you perceive
a threat, or are the victim of a crime, in Kuwait,
dial 112.”

Kuwait keen
on combating
human trafficking
DOHA: Kuwait voiced keenness yesterday to pro-
tect humans from trafficking and smuggling as a
form of contemporary slavery and a blatant viola-
tion of human rights and fundamental freedoms
guaranteed by international laws. Kuwait has taken
several measures, including enacting legislations
that affirm its serious desire to combat such crimes,
Director of Public Protection and Anti-Human Traf-
ficking Department at the Interior Ministry Colonel
Haitham Al-Othman said. His remarks came on the
sidelines of the fifth World Interpol Conference on
Combating Human Trafficking and Smuggling of Mi-
grants. The Kuwaiti law 91/2013 on human traffick-
ing and the smuggling of migrants states on
combating these crimes and is consistent with in-
ternational organizations, he noted.

He pointed out that his administration also has
organized awareness campaigns pertaining that law
which focuses on citizens and residents as well as
law enforcement. Othman added that there is coop-
eration with a number of sectors inside the ministry,
the Public Authority for Manpower, and the UN In-
ternational Organization for Migration in terms of
detecting crime, training and coordination in this re-
gard. Othman explained that since its establishment,
the Department became aware of a number of cases,
which were later shifted to the General Prosecution
to enforce the law. More than 300 people repre-
senting more than 90 countries participated in the
two-day conference. — KUNA


